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What is the church?  
(Some light, summertime reading) 

 

As I attend our annual synod of the Southwestern Pa Synod,  

I reflect on the nature of the church that is evident at such meetings.  The 
synod is the church, although not the only expression of it.   

Our congregation, St. John’s of Highland is the church, although not the 
only expression of it. The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America is the 

church, although not the only expression of it.   
What in the world does this mean?   I will take a shot at explaining,  

because this interconnectedness is important, not only as a matter  
of “church politics” but also as a matter of faith. 

 
Most of us when we think of “the church” we think of the place we 
 call home, the congregation.  Because we spend our time (and a lot  

of money) to keep this home going, it’s natural for us to perceive this as 
our highest priority for being “the church.” When Jesus  

proclaimed that the rock upon which the church would be built  
was Peter (or Peter’s faith) an identity for the church took shape.   

Where Jesus is Lord, there is the church.   
 

Jesus is Lord of the church in all its expressions, including “the one holy 
catholic and apostolic’ church, yet a fourth expression.  We  

are taught by Christ’s teachings and forgiven by Christ’s grace in this 
church. We trust in this authority, according to scripture, that has been 

given to the church.  Sometimes this authority is from the “top/down” 
which makes us the most nervous, (e.g. Social statements of the ELCA) 

because we may think that decisions are best made by like minded  
people at the “congregational” level.  Sometimes decisions are made from 

the bottom/up (e.g. our benevolence contribution which supports the wider 
church’s mission and ministry). 

 
In the teachings of the church, the Augsburg Confession (art. 7) 

 we believe and teach that the church exists where the Gospel is  
rightly preached and the sacraments rightly administered.   

This is our goal as well as our guide, wherever we are church. 

 
We pray for the church in all its expressions, frailties, and strengths.  

We pray for our bishops, pastors, and lay leadership.  We celebrate 
 the conversation that exists among we who  

“walk together”  (definition of a synod). 

 

Thanks be to God!  In Christ, Pastor Bill Diehm 

N
o
n

-P
r
o
fi

t 
O

rg
. 

U
.S

. 
P

o
st

a
g

e
 P

a
id

 

P
it

ts
b

u
rg

h
, 

P
A

 

P
e
r
m

it
 1

2
5
 

~
 W

e
 a

re
 a

 S
te

p
h

en
 M

in
is

tr
y 

C
o

n
g

re
g

a
ti

o
n

~
 

If
 y

o
u

 a
re

 i
n

 n
e
ed

 o
f 

a
 S

te
p

h
e
n

 M
in

is
te

r,
 o

r 
fe

el
 a

  

c
a
ll

in
g

 t
o

 c
a

re
 f

o
r 

a
n

o
th

e
r,

 p
le

a
se

 c
a
ll

 P
a

st
o

r 
B

il
l 

 

O
r 

P
a

st
o

r 
K

a
ri

 4
1
2

-3
6
4

-1
6

0
6

. 

S
t.

 J
o

h
n

’s
 L

u
th

er
a

n
 C

h
u

r
c
h

 

o
f 

H
ig

h
la

n
d

 

3
1
1

 C
u

m
b

e
r
la

n
d

 R
o
a

d
  

P
it

ts
b

u
r
g

h
 P

A
 1

5
2
3

7
 

"
O

n
 E

a
g

le
s’

 W
in

g
s"

  

is
 t

h
e 

o
ff

ic
ia

l 
n

ew
sl

et
te

r 
o
f 

S
t.

 J
o
h
n

’s
 L

u
th

er
an

 C
h
u

rc
h

  

o
f 

H
ig

h
la

n
d

, 
 

p
u
b

li
sh

ed
 &

 s
en

t 
m

o
n

th
ly

 t
o
 

m
em

b
er

s 
an

d
 f

ri
en

d
s.

  
 

T
h

is
 i

s 
th

e 
 

J
U

L
Y

/A
U

G
U

S
T

 2
0
1
1

 I
ss

u
e 

V
o

lu
m

e
 4

2
, 

N
u

m
b

e
r
 7

 &
 8

 

P
h

o
n

e:
 4

1
2

-3
6
4

-1
6
0

6
 

w
w

w
.s

tj
o
h
n
sl

u
th

er
a
n
c
h

u
rc

h
.c

o
m

 
o

r 
 

q
u
es

ti
o

n
s@

st
jo

h
n
sl

u
th

er
an

c
h
u
rc

h
.c

o
m

  
S

u
n
d

ay
 M

o
rn

in
g
 W

o
rs

h
ip

 

S
er

v
ic

es
 a

t 
8
 &

 1
0

:3
0
 a

.m
. 

C
h

ri
st

ia
n

 E
d

. 
at

 9
:1

5
 a

.m
. 

S
u

m
m

er
 a

t 
8
 &

 9
:3

0
 a

.m
. 

S
at

u
rd

ay
 W

o
rs

h
ip

 5
:3

0
 p

.m
. 

P
as

to
r 

W
il

li
am

 D
ie

h
m

 &
  

P
as

to
r 

K
ar

i 
S

m
ai

l 

R
y
an

 M
u

rp
h

y
, 

 
O

rg
an

is
t 

&
 C

h
o
ir

 D
ir

ec
to

r 

 

JU
LY

 &
 

A
U
G
U
ST

 
20

11
 

“ON EAGLES WINGS” 

Points of  
Interest  
Inside: 

Run for our 

troops! 

 

 Congrats  

Confirmand’s 

 

 V.B.S.  

NEEDS YOU! 

 

 Garage Sale 

Totals~ 

 

 Calling ALL 

teachers!! 

 

 Healing  

Service on 

July 30th  

 

 Organ Recital  

 

 Save the 

Date—

CHURCH 

PICNIC!! 

 

 First  

Communion 

 

 Animal 

 Blessing 

 

 THANKS, 

THANKS & 

MORE 

THANKS!! 

GRAPHIC DESIGNED 
BY SCOTT BRYTE 

http://netmail.verizon.net/webmail/%22http:/mailto:questions@stjohnslutheranchurch.com%22


ST. JOHN’S STAFF MEMBERS: 
William B. Diehm, Senior Pastor  
Kari B. Smail, Associate Pastor 
Donald D. Anderson, D. D.,  
               Associate in Pastoral Care 
Ron Baling, Dir. of  Contemporary Music 
Ryan Murphy, Organist /Choir Director 
Mike Conti, Saturday Accompanist 
Debbie Sandherr, Office Manager 
Amy Beacha, Office Volunteer 
Barb Eback, Office Volunteer 
Pat Hartman, Director of  
                       St. John’s Preschool 
Gene Kesner, Sexton  
Dawn Andersson, Director of Volunteer Ministry 

Linda Meyerdierks, Youth Ministry Coordinator 
Christina Huffmyer, Accounts Payable Clerk 
Laura Coombs, Chief Financial Officer 
Nick Ross, Summer Intern—Media & Technology 
 

STAFF COVENANT:  
We will partner to enhance each other’s  

ministries,  honor each person’s gifts,  
care  for one another and   

communicate God’s word and love. 

RECYCLE TO 

HELP THE  

BUILDING FUND 
The senior high youth group is  

continuing to collect cell phones, 

along with Inkjet and laser  

cartridges.  So far we have 

earned over $800.  This project 

will continue as long as members 

of the church bring in items.  

Any recyclable items can be 

brought to the 

youth room or 

church office. 

Thank you for all 

of your support. 

Greetings from  
St. John's Literacy Mission to the World 

 Dr. Bill & Linda Kofmehl,  Chris & Jennie Ebner,  412-364-3777  
and a host of volunteers! www.christianliteracy.com and 

www.literacyempowers.com 
 

SUMMER READING CAMPS began at St. John's on June 20th and ended 
on July 1st.  The children improved their reading skills, engaged in fun ac-
tivities, and learned more about God's love for them.  More than a dozen 
Camps will be in operation this summer.  Most will be in South West PA, 
but others will be offered in Weirton WV, Altoona PA, and as far west as 
Little Rock, Arkansas.  Included are the "live-in" programs at church camps 
like Agape (Hickory, PA) and tutoring offered by traveling teams of tutor/
counselors from Camp Crestfield. 
OUR STAFF HAS COMPLETED its efforts in the area of English as a Sec-
ond Language for the summer.  Bishop Samedi Theobald has returned to 
Rwanda, after a month of work on his English.  "Jack", our South Korean 
graduate student has departed for a six week "road trip" to the West Coast 
with his family.  We look forward to his return in late August.  
The Salvation Army's London Headquarters has received the legal agree-
ment for use of CLA materials in their Third World church schools.  We look 
forward to continuing and expanding our thirty years of cooperative effort 
with Salvation Army officers in the US and overseas. 
 A TUTOR TRAINING WORKSHOP has been scheduled for Sunbury, PA 
in mid-July, where 8 students (adults) are eagerly awaiting the training of 
their assigned tutors.  Other requests for workshops are pending for Little 
Rock, Arkansas and Gig Harbor, Washington.  A recent training session in 
Hebron, Ohio trained a group of tutors from a Lutheran church in Hebron, 
Kentucky to work with students in a Summer Reading Camp in East Pitts-
burgh, PA (does that sound a bit complicated).  The pastor was then to 
travel to Latvia for a month to work with young children on English.  
THANK YOU ST. JOHN’S for allowing us to be your "literacy missionaries 
to the world" for more than three and a half decades.  Please keep us in 
your prayers as God continues to guide us in opening His Word for children 
and adults who cannot read it.   

A WORD FROM OUR 

CHOIR DIRECTOR 
Join us for another  

organ recital on  

Saturday, July 2 at 7 

p.m. at St. John's. I will 

be playing French organ 

music in preparation for 

my trip to France on 

July 3. The concert will 

feature a slideshow of 

the churches, organs, 

and organists I will be 

playing at and studying 

with. The recital should 

last about one hour. 

Come one, come all! 

We wish to thank our St. John’s Family 
your many prayers, cards and 

 kindnesses at the loss of Beth’s 
mother, Evelyn Doss.   

Thank you, Beth & Lee Fischer 

We would like to 
thank the Pastors 
and our Church 
Family for the 

support, prayers 
and cards during 
the passing of our 

Father Henry.   
It is times like 
these when we 

realize how  
important our 

Church Family is 
to us.  Thanks 

again for all the 
prayers. 

Linda Meyerdierks, 
Laura Coombs  

and Family 

http://www.christianliteracy.com/
http://www.literacyempowers.com/


RECYCLE WITH ABITIBI: We have raised 
approximately $1,210 towards the building 
fund and saved over 101 cubic yards in our 

local landfills! In June alone we recycled over 
6,000 lbs.  Keep up the good work!! You 

never know what new life your recycled paper 
will experience.  Used newspapers can be 

turned into recycled newsprint, paperboard and other recycled 
products. Just bring your newspapers to the green and yellow 

Abitibi Retriever® 
 

WE ACCEPT ALL: Newspaper, Magazines, Catalogs, Mail, 
Envelopes, Folders, Fax & Copy Paper and Colored Paper.   

NO ITEMS FROM THE BATHROOM or KITCHEN i.e., cereal 

boxes, cardboard, milk cartons, soda cartons or food cartons.   

NO CARDBOARD, PHONE BOOKS AND NO TRASH PLEASE!!  

TRASH CAN CONTAMINATE THE WHOLE BIN! PLEASE  

REMOVE ANY PLASTIC BAGS THAT YOU MAY BRING THE  

PAPER IN; ANY TYPE OF PLASTIC BAG WILL RUIN THE 

LOAD!!  Thank you!  
 

OUR ABITIBI PAPER RECYCLING DUMPSTER IS NOW  

LOCATED IN THE BACK PARKING LOT OF THE CHURCH! 

Financially Speaking  

July/August 2011  
Income: 

May Actual   $ 44,296.53 

May Budget    $ 43,837.75 

Gain                  $     458.78 

 

YTD Actual    $ 213,270.14 

YTD Budget   $ 224,388.75 

Short Fall  ($  11,116.61) 

We would like to thank the  

congregation for their support in 

 keeping their pledges current.   

Have a Happy Summer!  Thank You! 

RECYCLE=READING  
 

The Christian Literacy  Associates 

office at St. John’s is collecting 

used cell phones,  Laser Jet  

Cartridges and Inkjet Cartridges.  

These will be recycled and a 

 donation will be obtained for our 

Christian Literacy Ministry.    

Call 412-364-3777 if you  

have any questions. 

North Hills Community Outreach July - August 2011 
NHCO is now on Facebook. Become a fan today! 

N.H.C.O. Collecting School Supplies 
Through July 31, North Hills Community Outreach will collect new backpacks 

and school supplies for distribution to low-income children in grades K-12. 
Items needed include backpacks (large ones for older kids are especially 

needed), pencils, rulers, scissors, crayons, markers, notebooks and folders. For 
more information, contact Vicki at 412-487-6316, option 1. 

Fifty Families Waiting for a Car 
There are 50 low-income families on the waiting list for a car from North Hills 

Community Outreach’s Community Auto program. To donate your unwanted 

vehicle and receive the maximum possible tax deduction, call 724-443-8300. 
Volunteer Orientations and Opportunities at N.H.C.O. 

·    Open Your Heart to a Senior volunteer trainings are held at various times 
and locations every month.  

Call 412-307-0071 to learn more about helping a senior remain safe and 

independent in his own home. 
·     North Hills Community Outreach will hold an orientation session for inter-

ested volunteers on July 14, 10 AM, at N.H.C.O. Millvale, 416 Lincoln Ave. 
Contact Linda Robins at 412-487-6316, option 2, x3215 to sign up. 

·     Volunteers are needed to weed, harvest, cut grass and deliver food for 
North Hills Community Outreach’s garden in Bellevue. Contact Rosie Wise 

at 412-307-0069. 

Free Computer Classes 
North Hills Community Outreach offers free computer classes to help people 

become more comfortable using computers in their job searches. Classes are 
open to everyone and include Introduction to Computers, Introduction to the 

Internet, Internet Job Searching, Word, and Excel. The classes take place at 

N.H.C.O.’s Millvale Satellite, 416 Lincoln Ave on Wednesdays from 10:00-12:00 
p.m. Call 412-487-6316, option 2. 

North Hills Community Outreach’s July 2011 Calendar 
·     July 7 – Young Widows/Widowers Support Group, 7 PM, Kings in Wexford.  

       Contact Harriet at 412-487-6316, option 2. 
·     July 9 – 10 AM-12 PM – Car Wash at N.H.C.O. Allison Park, 1975 Ferguson 

Road. Food donations appreciated. 

·     July 9 – 9 AM – 12 PM – N.H.C.O. Allison Park will be open to accept  
      donations of food and back-to-school items. 

·    July 13 - Ask the Attorney free legal consultations for qualifying individuals, 
     7-9 PM, N.H.C.O. Millvale,  416 Lincoln Ave. Appointments are required. 

      Contact Harriet Gibbs at 412-487-6316, option 2. 

 
Please check our site www.NHCO.org for more information or August activities. 

CONTACT:  Wendy Gordon, Director of Communications, N.H.C.O. 

 1975 Ferguson Road, Allison Park, PA 15101—412-487-6316, option 1, ext. 3112 
www.nhco.org   Please consider sharing your experience as a supporter,  

volunteer or service recipient by posting a review about N.H.C.O.  
on the Great Nonprofits website. 

WE ARE ALWAYS UPDATING EMAIL ADDRESSES!  
 Do We have yours???   

If not, please send it to sjlutheran@verizon.net 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Allison-Park-PA/North-Hills-Community-Outreach/147499803724
http://www.NHCO.org
http://www.nhco.org/
http://www.greatnonprofits.org/reviews/write/50


  For your convenience, we have placed our 
"Opening New Doors"  special offering envelope 

in the church pews.  They replace the Step  
Forward in Faith  envelopes for the purpose of  

contributing to our 2009 Capital Campaign.  You 
will see that these envelopes are marked  

specifically for mortgage contributions.  Our  
mortgage on the new addition is $11,000 per 
month.  If you have not made a pledge, and 

 would like to contribute, every gift matters!   
Thank you for your ongoing stewardship & generosity. 

OPENING NEW DOORS 

MAKING CHRIST KNOWN 

CHURCH PICNIC 
St. John’s Annual Church Picnic will 

be held on AUGUST 21, 2011.   
 

Come and enjoy a 
wonderful day with 

your St. John’s family. 
 

Worship service will begin at 9:30 a.m. in 
Highland Hall, followed by lunch and  
activities for all to enjoy.  Please bring  

a salad (enough to serve 12). 
 

The Fellowship Committee will supply hot dogs, hamburgers, hot 
sausage, desserts, beverages, place settings & serving  

utensils.  Call Linda Nardina with any questions412-364-7489. 

Help welcome  
summer &  

support our troops! 
 

Join others in the  
Pittsburgh area in  
participating in the  

inaugural Fearless 5K,  
a family friendly 5k walk/run 

in memory of  
West View's own  

fallen marine  
Joseph Caskey. 
 

This 5K will take place on  
Saturday July 2, 2011 at 8:30 a.m. at 
the North Park Boat House.  Register 

online and get race details at 
www.thefearless5k.com.   

 
Questions? Comments?  

Contact troops Megan Clark at  
fearless5k@rocketmail.com 

Animal Blessing Service  
Wednesday, August 3rd, 6:30 p.m. 
       Come one, come all  

        to our annual animal  

           blessing service!   

 

Following worship, refreshments will be 

provided for people and animals alike!  Weather 

permitting, we will meet in the garden on the 

side of the church.   

Hope to see you then! 

http://www.thefearless5k.com


Food 

Item 

Of the 

Month 
The N.H.C.O.  

Fishes Food  

Pantry & North Boroughs 

Food Pantry need our  

food donations.   

JULY’s item of the month 

is Pasta in a 1 lb. box  &  

spaghetti sauce. 

AUGUST’S item of the 

month is canned fruit or 

applesauce. 

Toilet Paper, Toothpaste,  

Shampoo & Bar Soap are  

always needed & appreci-

ated. Containers are in the 

coat room in the Narthex. 

St. John’s Stampers  
Stamper 

news: 
 We stampers plan 
to keep the cards 

coming through the  
summer, so plan on joining us on 

Saturday, July 9th and/or  
Saturday, August 13th for some 
fun summer and pre-holiday 

stamping fun. Sessions will run 
from 9 AM until noon. Come for 
the whole session or when you 
can get there. As always there 

will be prepared projects and lots 
of supplies to boost your own 

creativity. Cost is $5 per person 
each session to help cover the 

cost of the materials used.  
Hope to see you soon.  Ques-

tions? Contact Betsy at 724-935-
1321 or pdfeaf@zoominternet.net 

Candle & Flower Openings for JULY & AUGUST 
Please call the church office if you would like to have one of these 

weeks.  Remember: there are 2 openings for the flowers each week 

@$15 per vase & 3 openings for the candle each week @$2.50 each.   

Candle                                    Flower 

July 3—2 openings July 3—1 opening 

July 10—1 opening July 10—2 openings 

July 17—3 openings July 17—0 openings 

July 24—2 openings July 24—1 opening 

July 31—2 openings July 31—2 openings 

 

ATTENTION  

COLLEGE  

STUDENTS!! 

We need your  

contact information 

while you are away at college.  

Please send addresses, email  

addresses, phone numbers, etc. 

to:  St. John’s Lutheran Church,  

311 Cumberland Road, 

 Pittsburgh, PA 15237  

OR email to  

sjlutheran@verizon.net 

Watch each 

Sunday’s 

church  

bulletin for 

good news 

about the 

growing  

stewardship life of our 

congregation, as we share 

our time,  

talent and treasure to  
 

“Make Christ Known”  

VERY Important Info. for  

CHURCH MEMBERS 
Proposed Amendment to the  

Constitution of St. John’s Lutheran Church of Highland   
Article 12 12.05 c. The Congregation Council may enter into contracts up to an 

amount not to exceed 5% of the annual budget for items not included in the 

budget. Upon ratification, this amendment shall be effective February 1, 2012. 

 

The Congregation Council is proposing this amendment to the Constitution 

of St. John’s.  The present limit for items not included in the budget is 

$5,000. The proposal passed unanimously at the April  meeting. There needs 

to be a series of votes by the congregation on this proposal.   In order to be 

ratified, the amendment must be approved by a majority of those members 

present  at the next Congregational meeting, which will take place as usual in 
late June when we elect four new council members.  If it is approved at that 

meeting, then it must be approved by two-thirds of those present at the an-

nual meeting in January 2012.  It then goes to the Synod to make sure that it 

does not conflict with our constitution or by-laws.  After all of those steps it 

will be an official amendment to our constitution. 

Candle                                    Flower 

August 7—3 openings August 7—0 openings  

August 14—1 opening August 14—2 openings 

August 21—2 openings August 21—0 openings  

August 28—2 openings August 28—0 openings  



 

OPENING NEW DOORS  

Utilization of Funds – Priority 
 

1. Monthly Mortgage  

     Payment-$10,600.00 

2.  Monthly Utilities – Maintenance  

      &  Insurance, $3,400.00 

3.  Replenish Debt Service Fund  

     Reserve to $65,000 

4.  Accelerate Payment of Mortgage 

OPENING NEW DOORS 

MAKING CHRIST KNOWN 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR  

SERVICE HERE AT ST. JOHNS 
 

 

WE NEED VOLUNTEERS for Kids 

Corner on Sunday mornings.   If anyone 

is interested, please call the church office 

at 412-364-1606 and let Debbie know. 
 

WE ARE IN NEED of some additional  

communion deacon/lectors  and  ushers 

for our Saturday  evening service.   

Please call  412-364-1606 if you are  

interested.  Thank you for considering 

this call to ministry! 
 

WANTED: Projectionists for Sunday 

Services.  No Experience needed.  Please 

call  412-364-1606 and speak to Debbie 

if you are interested.   Thank you! 

“QUOTE” of the Month 

GOOD friends are good for your health. 

~Irwin Sarason 

 

Senior High (9th-12th grade) Youth News  AS A  
REMINDER, 

WE HAVE MANY 
GROUPS USING 
THE CHURCH, 

 PLEASE, KEEP IN 
MIND THE  

SECURITY OF THE 
BUILDING.   

ALWAYS LOCK 
THE DOORS, 
WHETHER OR 

NOT YOU THINK  
SOMEONE IS IN 
THE BUILDING!   

THANK YOU! 

We Need Volunteers to help with VBS, July 11 - 15, 5:15 p.m. - 
8:45 p.m.  Volunteer forms are on the V.B.S. display table at the 

back of the Church and also in the Church office.   
 

Youth Service Project: Men's shelter meal at The Pleasant  
Valley Shelter on the North Side - Wed., Aug.24th - 7 - 8:45 p.m. 
Please bring 1 dozen cookies & meet in the downstairs kitchen at 

7 p.m.  Any questions about V.B.S. or Youth Service Project, 
please contact Linda Meyerdierks at  

724-772-0024 or email at lmmeyers@zoominternet.net 
 

Youth Sunday September 11th: Volunteers are needed for 
Greeters, Ushers, Lectors.  Also, we need Youth for a skit @ both 

8 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.  services. If you are able to help please  
contact Linda Meyerdierks, (contact info above.) 

 

Holy K.O.W.S. (6th-8th grade) Youth News  

God Squad is off for the summer, but will resume 

activities again in the fall!  See you all then!  

 

God Squad (1st-5th grade) Youth News  

We Need Volunteers to help with VBS, July 11 - 15, 5:15 p.m. - 
8:45 p.m.  Volunteer forms are on the V.B.S. display table at the 

back of the Church and also in the Church office.   
 

Youth Service Project: Men's shelter meal at The Pleasant  
Valley Shelter on the North Side - Wed., Aug.24th - 7 - 8:45 p.m. 
Please bring 1 dozen cookies & meet in the downstairs kitchen at 

7 p.m.  Any questions about V.B.S. or Youth Service Project, 
please contact Linda Meyerdierks at  

724-772-0024 or email at lmmeyers@zoominternet.net 
 

Youth Sunday September 11th: Volunteers are needed for 
Greeters, Ushers, Lectors.  Also, we need Youth for a skit @ both 

8 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.  services. If you are able to help please  
contact Linda Meyerdierks, (contact info above.) 

http://netmail.verizon.net/webmail/%22http:/mailto:lmmeyers@zoominternet.net%22
http://netmail.verizon.net/webmail/%22http:/mailto:lmmeyers@zoominternet.net%22


VACATION  
BIBLE SCHOOL 

 

When:  July 11- 15 ~ 5:30-8:30p.m. 

Ages:  age 3 - grade 5 

Cost: $25 per child if paid by June 30th 

 (after June 30th - $30.00 per child) 

Make checks payable to St. John’s Lutheran Church 

Cost Includes: t-shirt, Bible buddies, crafts, snack  

And 1 CD of VBS music per family 

 

Family Picnic 

Each night we offer a family picnic.   

The meals are well-balanced and child-friendly.   

It is a nice time to eat as a family cheaply,  

and without having to cook or clean.   

Time:  5:00 p.m.      

Cost for all 5 nights: $10/person 

***Registration forms are on the  

VBS display table at the back of the Church,  

in the church office and on  

another page in this newsletter.*** 

V.B.S VOLUNTEER  
FORM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Name: _____________________________________ 

Address: ___________________________________ 

Telephone:________________________________ 

Email: ____________________________________ 

T-shirt Size (please circle one):  S    M    L    XL 

 

I have _____children under the age of 3 that will require 

child care. 

 

Positions you are interested in: 

Choice One: ________________________________ 

Choice Two: ________________________________ 

Choice Three: ______________________________ 

 

Volunteers are needed in the following areas: 
-  Party Time Sing & Play (music & acting for opening and closing) 

-  Wild Bible Adventures (act out the day’s Bible story) 

-  Treetop Treats (snack time prep and clean-up) 

-  Bamboo Blast Games (not recommended if you like staying dry) 

-  Crazy Crafts 

-  Chadder’s Movie Mania (run the day’s video and discussion) 

-   Crew Leader  

     \ (take 5 kids to their stations - no prep work - lots of fun) 

-  Childcare (if any volunteers have kids under 3) 

 

***If you are signing up to work at one of the stations, there 

may be practices/set-up help needed prior to V.B.S.***         

 

If you have any questions email @ lmmeyers@zoominternet.net or 

 call me @ 724-772-0024.  Thank you, Linda Meyerdierks 

Our Saturday morning knitting classes 

are taking a hiatus over the summer and 

will resume in the fall.  Watch the  

newsletter and bulletin for updates.  

 If you need help with a knitting project 

in progress or would like to start one 

over the summer, call Dawn Andersson  

(724/935-4863).  I would be happy to  

meet with you. 

mailto:lmmeyers@zoominternet.net


JULY Assisting Schedule JULY Assisting Schedule 

“FRIDGE FACTS”   
(This page made especially for placing on your refrigerator.) 

KIDS  

CORNER 

        9:30 a.m. 

July 3 Dawn Andersson, 

Kaitlyn Fukas 

July 10 Jean Martz,  

Youth 

July 17 Nick & Laura 

Lankes, Youth 

July 24 Dawn Andersson, 

Youth 

July 31 Gina Milcoff,  

Youth 

ACOLYTES 8 a.m. 9:30 a.m. 5:30 p.m. 

July 3 Tucker Fowkes Max Skirpan 7/2 Mike Trauman 

July 10 Aaron Highton Connor Boyle 7/9 Mikey Emory 

July 17 Russell Ruffolo Kaitlyn Fukas 7/16 Nicolas Tusa 

July 24 Zach Gibson Tori Hershberger 7/23 Mike Trauman 

July 31 Mike Trauman Austin Volpert 7/30 Sydney Rayer 

LECTORS 8:00 a.m. 9:30 a.m. 

July 3 Curt Soergel Jeff Maltz 

July 10 Heidi Miller John Miller 

July 17 Linda Falck Steve Hrvoich 

July 24 Matt Reiff Jean Martz 

July 31 Charlie Guca Carol Sperandeo 

GREETERS 8 a.m. 9:30 a.m. 

July 3 Mary Ethel Hague, Tom Nardina Millie Haas, Jean Martz 

July 10 Sam & Linda Falck John & Andrea Miller 

July 17 Bill & Betty Jones Matt Curran, Jim Cislon 

July 24 Tom & Linda Nardina Mary Ann Eppinger,  

Doug Hull 

July 31 Lee & Beth Fischer Sue Carr, Dawn Andersson 

Alternates: Jane & Bob Robertson Jack & Donna Hubert 

ASST.  

MIN. 

8 a.m. 

July 3 Barb Eback 

July 10 Sam Baling 

July 17 Betsy Fackler 

July 24 Sue Diehm 

July 31 Drew Leister 

USHERS 8 a.m. 9:30 a.m. 5:30 p.m. 

July 3 Brian & Bob Miller, Jerry 

Cronenweth, Gene Modic 

Roger McQuaid,  

Ted Oczypok 

7/2 Curt Soergel 

July 10 Tom & Bob Beilstein,  

Curt Soergel, 

Bill Crawford,  

Harold Brandt 

Jennifer Singleton, 
Cathy Coudriet 

7/9 Matt Reiff 

July 17 Kent & Jim Bruggeman,  

Tom Nardina, Sam Falck,  

Jeremy Fowkes 

Ron &  Laura Coombs 7/16 Mary Jean  

      Voigt 

July 24 Francine & Gail Polosky, 

Eric Kofmehl 

Stephen & William 

Tjader 

7/23  

Bill Crawford 

July 31 Bill Danklefsen, Heather 

McElroy, Bill & Betty 

Jones, Mario DeIuliis 

Mac & Paula McIlvried 7/30  

Ted Oczypok 

DEACONS 8 a.m. 9:30 a.m. 5:30 p.m. 

July 3 Tom Beilstein, Matt Reiff Chris Lindberg,  

Cathy Coudriet 

7/2 Marge Miller 

July 10 Lee & Beth Fischer Pat Hartman,  

John Miller 

7/9 Marcie Emory 

July 17 Bob & Margie Miller Mac McIlvried,  

Cheri Heeter 

7/16 Jeff Maltz 

July 24 Dan Maljak,  

Eric Kofmehl 

Mary Pat Jackson,  

Chris Lindberg 

7/23 Peggy Tusa 

July 31 Curt Soergel,  

Howard McIlvried 

Doug Hull,  

Cathy Coudriet 

7/30  

Bill Diehm Sr. 

Kids Corner is 

offered at the 

second  

service on  

Sunday 

 mornings for  

children up to 

First Grade  

in the  

daycare room. 



AUGUST Assisting Schedule AUGUST Assisting Schedule 

“FRIDGE FACTS”   
(This page made especially for placing on your refrigerator.) 

KIDS  

CORNER 

        9:30 a.m. 

August 7 Dawn Andersson, 

Youth 

August 14 Jean Martz, Youth 

August 21 Nick & Laura 

Lankes, Youth 

August 28 Gina Milcoff,  

Youth 

ACOLYTES 8 a.m. 9:30 a.m. 5:30 p.m. 

August 7 Tucker Fowkes Emily Bovan 8/6  Katie Jones 

August 14 Aaron Highton Syndey Hanna 8/13 Mikey Emory 

August 21 Russell Ruffolo Melody Hull 8/20 Sydney Rayer 

August 28 Mike Trauman Hunter McDermot 8/28 Nicolas Tusa 

LECTORS 8:00 a.m. 9:30 a.m. 

August 7 Brian Miller Laurie Volpe 

August 14 Sam Baling Stefen Boehringer 

August 21 Cindy Kelly Vince Piekarski 

August 28 Drew Leister Doug Hull 

GREETERS 8 a.m. 9:30 a.m. 

August 7 Gail & Frank Bankowski Carol Sperandeo,  

Nancy Swanhart 

August 14 Dan & Rosina Maljak Millie Haas,  

Cathy Coudriet 

August 21 Doris Hodgkiss, Shirley Brunner Jean Martz, Dottie Winner 

August 28 Charlie & Jean Guca Doug Hull, Matt Curran 

Alternates: Brian & Heidi Miller Karen & Dennis Courson 

ASST.  

MIN. 

8 a.m. 

August 7 Barb Eback 

August 14 Sam Baling 

August 21 Betsy Fackler 

August 28 Sue Diehm 

USHERS 8 a.m. 9:30 a.m. 5:30 p.m. 

August 7 Brian & Bob Miller, Jerry 

Cronenweth, Gene Modic 

Jennifer Singleton, 
Cathy Coudriet 

8/6 Jennifer  

      Singleton 

August 14 Bob Beilstein,  

Bill Crawford,  

Harold Brandt 

John & Andrea Miller 8/13  

Matt Reiff 

August 21 Kent & Jim Bruggeman,  

Tom Nardina, Sam Falck,  

Jeremy Fowkes 

Roger McQuaid,  

Ted Oczypok 

8/20  Curt  

         Soergel 

August 28 Rosina & Dan Maljak, 

Francine & Gail Polosky, 

Eric Kofmehl 

Mary & Wayne Haas 8/28  Mary Jean 

         Voigt 

DEACONS 8 a.m. 9:30 a.m. 5:30 p.m. 

August 7 Linda Falck,  

Charlie Guca 

John Miller,  

Mac McIlvried 

8/6 S. Boehringer 

August 14 Tom Beilstein,  

Curt Soergel 

Pat Hartman,  

Cheri Heeter 

8/13 Marcie Emory 

August 21 Lee &Beth Fischer Mary Pat Jackson,  

Chris Lindberg 

8/20 Elaine Teare 

August 28 Bob & Margie Miller Doug Hull,  

Cathy Coudriet 

8/27 Pat Hartman 

Kids Corner is 

offered at the 

second  

service on  

Sunday 

 mornings for  

children up to 

First Grade  

in the  

daycare room. 

“FRIDGE FACTS”   
(This page made especially for placing on your refrigerator.) 



5th Saturday worship with Prayers for  Healing 
Join Us every “5th Saturday” in 2011! 

(July 30, October 29 & Dec. 31)  
We will include within our 5:30 p.m. liturgy, a  

service of healing which includes the  
option of laying on of hands and anointing with oil. The service 

will continue our usual format of song, word and Holy  
Communion, and emphasis will be placed on God’s desire  
to make us whole as we gather and as we live our lives at  

home and in the world.    

Confirmation Class of 2011 

Congratulations to our Confirmands! 

Connor Wray Boyle 

Victoria Amber Hershberger 

~~~~~~~~~~~  

Confirmed on June 12, 2011 

 

ST. JOHN’S GOLF LEAGUE    
Began the  season on  

Monday April 11th.     

Tee-time is  

always 5 p.m.   

All are welcome to play.   

You can get more  

information by talking to any of the following members:  

Dave Bauer, Ellen Fowkes,  

Linda Falck, Harold  

Huffmyer, Bill Diehm, Rich Volpe,  

Jan Treser or Walt Treser. 

THANK YOU, THANK YOU, 

THANK YOU… 
to everyone who helped make this year’s 

 garage sale such a success.  We raised $5,200 

– a thousand dollar increase over last year.  Thanks to everyone 

who helped price and categorize the donations, Bob Miller  and 

his truck for hauling countless loads, the cashiers, the floor walk-

ers, the donut and hot dog sellers, Gene, our tireless custodian, 

the office help, the clean-up group, and all the donors.  It was a 

great day!!!  Do you need a tax receipt for your donation of items 

to the garage sale?  They  are available in the church office. 

The following student  

received the sacrament of  

Holy Communion for the 

 first time in May 2011.   

We welcome her to the 

Lordõs Table:  Jessica Fukas 

We would all like to thank the congregation for the  

wonderful celebration and generous gifts 

that were given in honor of  our combined 

99 years of  ordained ministry.  We feel 

blessed not only to be a pastoral team, but 

also to be a part of  such a special and supportive  

congregation.  Please know that we give thanks to God 

for our partnership in ministry with you! 

Sincerely, Pastor Kari Smail, Pastor Bill Diehm,  

and Pastor Don Anderson  



V.B.S. 
Registration 

Form 

If you have any questions please email 

me at lmmeyers@zoominternet.net 

or call me at 724-772-0024. 

Thank you, Linda Meyerdierks -  

Youth Ministry Coordinator 

Name:                                                                       (One form per child please) 

Street Address: 

City:                                                                                          Zip:  

Home Phone: 

Date of Birth:                                     Grade beginning next fall: 

Emergency Contact Information: 

Mother’s name:                                          Father’s name: 

Mother’s cell:                                             Father’s cell: 

Other contact (include name): 

Allergies: 

Medical Conditions: 

Please Circle One:                   Member of church                    Visitor 

If you are a visitor, how did you hear about us? 

T-shirt size (please circle one):          Child:  S   M   L        Adult:    S   M   L 

Name of one friend to be in your child’s group (optional): 

# of people for picnic (please put on only one form per family): 

Calling all Teachers!! 
We are looking for a few energetic adults to help teach Sunday 
School.  We are currently looking for additional help in our 3

rd
-4

th
 

grade class, but we are also recruiting additional help in other 
classes.  If you have an interest in sharing the Word with others, 
helping to teach the youth of our congregation is a great place to 
start.  We will gladly use whatever talents you can provide for 
teaching, assisting, or as a substitute teacher.  I believe you will 
find this to be a very energizing and fulfilling experience.  Please 
call John Miller at 412.366.6238 or call the church office to  
volunteer. 

Thanks for your consideration,   
The Christian Education Committee 

ATTENTION MARRIED COUPLES 
Fall is the perfect time to fall in love with your 
spouse all over again!  That is what couples 
overwhelmingly report is the result of attending a 
Lutheran Marriage Encounter Weekend.  Week-
ends run from Friday at 8 P.M. to Sunday at 
 5 P.M. and are designed to enrich 
ALL MARRIAGES.  There is a $45 per couple 

registration fee, plus toward the end of the weekend you will be given 
an opportunity to make a confidential contribution of whatever amount 
you wish toward continuation of the program.  Two nights lodging, 5 
meals for each of you and all supplies are included.  Sign up now while 
there are still openings for one of the fall Weekends:  Sept. 16-18 at 
the beautiful Olmsted Mansion & Retreat Center in Ludlow, PA, which 
is located in the Allegheny National Forest, 20 minutes southeast of 
Warren, PA, or Nov. 4-6 at the Radisson Hotel Sharon, in West Mid-
dlesex, PA (currently undergoing extensive renovation and being re-
named “ Park Inn by Radisson.)  This is an outstanding facility located 
an hour north of Pittsburgh where all rooms have king beds and in-
room hot tubs.  To register for either of the Weekends, simply go to the 
website: www.GodLovesMarriage.org and sign up using your credit 
card, or for questions, or if you would like a brochure with registration 
form mailed to you, contact Pennsylvania Directors of Lutheran Mar-
riage Encounter, Fred & Julie Schamber, at 724-325-3166 or email: 
fjschamber@comcast.net.   

mailto:lmmeyers@zoominternet.net

