GRAPHIC DESIGNED BY NICHOLAS ROSS

“ON EAGLES WINGS™

A Word from the

Believe it or not, February is upon
us, and with it typically comes winter
weather in all its glory. And while the

beginning of the winter season felt more like
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~ We are a Stephen Ministry Congregation~

If you are in need of a Stephen Minister, or feel a

calling to care for another, please call Pastor Bill
Or Pastor Kari 412-364-1606.

fall most of the time, typically in most recent years, when
February and even March roll around, winter is finally in full
swing. Those of you that know me know that when it comes
to this time of year I am perpetually cold and forever have
my coat on, however I wouldn’t trade my four seasons for
anything else. Ilove to watch the changing of the seasons,
and I even love a bit of snow every year. In the middle of a
good snow storm there is a stillness that is present as a
blanket of white covers the earth. And to think about the
fact that each snowflake is unique is truly a miracle itself.

This month we will be celebrating Ash Wednesday
on the 22™. Tt is a time where we are reminded that we are
dust, and to dust we shall return. God has made each of us
unique and special, yet the fact that we are dust and to dust
we shall return escapes no one. And yet, like the blanket of

white that covers the earth in winter, so a pall of white covers
us at our end, reminding us of our baptism and that we are
clothed in Christ. It is this blanket of white that reminds us

of the hope that we have in Jesus, for in Christ we know that

all things are made new. In the waters of baptism we are

forever tied to the death and resurrection of Jesus. Each of

us brings our gifts to the community, yet each of us has been
clothed with Christ, and as we stand together we are able to

shine Love’s pure light.

As we begin the Lenten season this month we once
again journey with Christ to the cross. And while Lent can
sometimes be considered a solemn time for this reason, we

also know that we couldn’t celebrate the gift of Easter if
there was no cross. Similarly, while many do not like winter
as our vegetation dies or lays dormant, we need this time in
order for the earth to prepare for spring to come. So as our
earth is covered in a blanket of white, may this also be a
reminder to us of how our Savior clothes us in white in
baptism as he continues to make all things new.

Soli Deo Gloria! (To God alone be the glory!)
Pastor Kari Smail

GRAPHIC DESIGNED
BY SCOTT BRYTE
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http://netmail.verizon.net/webmail/%22http:/mailto:questions@stjohnslutheranchurch.com%22

WE ARE ALWAYS
UPDATING EMAIL
ADDRESSES!

Do We have yours???
If not, please
send it to
sjlutheran@verizon.net

Watch each

Sunday’s
church
bulletin for
good news
about the
growing
stewardship life of our
congregation, as we share

Questions?
Contact Betsy
at 724 -935-1321 or
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“Make Christ Known”
RECYCLE TO HELP THE ”
BUILDING FUND

The senior high youth group is continuing to collect cell
phones, along with Inkjet and laser cartridges.
So far we have earned over $800.
This project will continue as long as members of the church bring in
items. Any recyclable items can be brought to the youth room or church
office. Thank you for all of your support.

&

RECYCLE WITH ABITIBI: We have raised
approximately $1,270 towards the building fund
and saved over 120 cubic yards in our local
landfills! In June alone we recycled over 6,000
Ibs. Keep up the good work!! You never know
what new life your recycled paper will
experience. Used newspapers can be turned into recycled newsprint,
paperboard and other recycled products. Just bring your newspapers
to the green and yellow Abitibi Retriever®

WE ACCEPT ALL: Newspaper, Magazines, Catalogs, Mail,

Envelopes, Folders, Fax & Copy Paper and Colored Paper
NO ITEMS FROM THE BATHROOM or KITCHEN i.e.,
cereal boxes, cardboard, milk cartons, soda cartons or food cartons.
NO CARDBOARD, PHONE BOOKS AND NO TRASH PLEASE!!
TRASH CAN CONTAMINATE THE WHOLE BIN! PLEASE
REMOVE ANY PLASTIC BAGS THAT YOU MAY BRING THE
PAPER IN; ANY TYPE OF PLASTIC BAG
WILL RUIN THE LOAD!! Thank you!

OUR ABITIBI PAPER RECYCLING DUMPSTER IS NOW
LOCATED IN THE BACK PARKING LOT OF THE CHURCH!
Thanks to all who donate!!

LOCAL PAPER
| | FUNDRAISING RECYCLING ['|
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North Hills Community OutreacREBRUAR2012 Financially Speaking RECYCLE=READING

N.H.C.O. is now on Facebook. Become a fan today! February 2012 The Christian Literacy
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OPENING NEW DOORS

and would like to contribute, every gift matters!
Thank you for your ongoing stewardship & generosity.

For your convenience, we have placed our
"Opening New Doors" special offering envelc
in the church pewihey replace the Ste
Forward in Faith envelopes for the purpose of
contributing to our 2009 Capital Campaign.
You will see that these envelopes are marke
- specifically for mortgage contribufons.
MAKING CHRIST KNOWN  mortgage on the new addition is $11,000
per monthif you have not made a pledge,

NORTHSIDE COMMON
MINISTRIES IS IN NEED

of a few good used couches.
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THE FLOWERS THAT
ADORN OUR ALTAR

on Sunday mornings are
donated by our church
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giving opportunity.
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Our preschoolers are getting excited about Valentine’s Day. They love
ko get their boxes or bags ready to collect Valentines, write their names, and
their classmates names on the cards. It is also fun to glue hearts on the cards
and envelopes. This is done over several days so they can do their best work.
The Party Moms are planning fun things to do at the parties. The students
will also learn about Punxsutawney Phil and find out if he sees his shadow.
Mr. Abraham Lincoln’s and George Washington’s birthdays will be
celebrated, and we will learn more about these two presidents.

The 2 %; year olds have started class and are learning to be separated
from their parents. They are also learning about storybook friends.

The 3 year olds are talking about weather, numbers, and letters of the
alphabet.

The 4 year olds will be learning about the letter “P” ,and will be having
a pajama party at school.

The Pre-kindergarten classes are working on word families, beginning
sounds, and learning to print smaller.

Our school’s Open House will be on Sunday, Feb. 12, from 2— 4 p.m

ease come and visit us, and bring friends/family to see all we do.

Happy Valentine’s Day!
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t FAT TUESDAY PANCAKE DINNER

arhe National Youth Gathering Youth will be hosting
a FAT TUESDAY PANCAKE DINNER, to help
support their trip to New Orleans this summer.
The Pancake Dinner will be held on February 21 =
in Highland Hall starting at 5 p.m. and
ending at 7:15 p.m. Dinner includes
pancakes, sausage, fruit, coffee,
tea, juice and Ice cream sundaes for dessert.
$7.00 for adults, $5.00 for children under age 5.
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Pancake Dinner & February 21 Sfi R.S.V.P.by February 19'".
Pl ease make checks payable to St.
$7.00 adults $5.00 for children 5 & younger.

# of adults:
Amount enclosed:

Name:
# of children:

Johr
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OPPORTUNITIES FOR
SERVICE HERE AT ST. JOHNS

WE NEED VOLUNTEERS for Kids
Corner on Sunday mornings. If anyone
1s interested, please call the church office

at 412-364-1606 and let Debbie know.

WE ARE IN NEED of some additional
communion deacon/lectors and ushers
for our Saturday evening service.
Please call 412-364-1606 if you are
interested. Thank you for considering
this call to ministry!

WANTED: Projectionists for Sunday
Services. No Experience needed. Please
call 412-364-1606 and speak to Debbie

if you are interested. Thank you!
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OPENING NEW DOORS
Utilization of Funds — Priority

1. Monthly Mortgag
Paymghd, 600. 00
2.Mont hl yiMaihtemn:
& |l nsurance, $
3. Repl eni sh Det
Reserve to $65,
4 . Accel erate Pcﬁ

OQUOTEOG of
not
member of

OPENING NEW DOORS

AS A

REMINDER,
WE HAVE MANY
GROUPS USING
THE CHURCH,
PLEASE, KEEP IN
MIND THE
SECURITY OF THE
BUILDING.

ALWAYS LOCK

THE DOORS
WHETHER OR
NOT YOU THINK
SOMEONE IS IN
THE BUILDING!
THANK YOU!
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Senior High (9th- 12th grade) Youth News

YOUTH FEST—When: March 23" - 25"
Where: Camp Lutherlyn Cost: $122.00.
See or email Linda Meyerdierks for more information —
Immeyers@zoominternet.net

Snow tubing (weather permitting) OR Indoor

Mini Golf, Feb.19th - TBA
YOUTH FEST—When: March 23" — 25"
Where: Camp Lutherlyn Cost: $122.00.
See or email Linda Meyerdierks for more information —
Immeyers@zoominternet.net

Ay

God Squad (1sbth grade) Youth News @

—
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. ATTENTION GOD SQUAD (1°" — 5™ GRADE)!
BOARD GAMES & ICE CREAM SUNDAES :

February 26" —
11:45 a.m. — 1:30 p.m.
Play some of your favorite
Board Games while

5 eating Ice Cream Sundaes!
. We will meet in Highland Hall following the 10:30a.m. service. :
5 Please bring a bag lunch and your favorite board :
d game! We hope to see you there! '

Any questions or concerns please email
Linda Meyerdierks @
Immeyers@zoominternet.net
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FEBRUARY 2012 Assisting Schedule

ACOLYTES 8 a.m. 10:30 a.m. 5:30 p.m.
February 5 |Zach Gibson Emily Bovan /4
Y Y [Hunter McDermot 7L
February 12 |Russell Ruffolo  [Sydney Hanna 2/11 Johnny Martin 2& §|
February 19 [Tucker Fowkes Melody Hull 2/18 Sara Funderlich
February 26 |Aaron Highton Lauren Partridge [2/25 Mikey Emory
DEACONS 8 a.m. 10:30 a.m. 5:30 p.m.
February 5 [Bob & Margie Miller Pat Hartman, 2/4 Stefen
Cathy Coudriet Boehringer
February 12 [Lee & Beth Fischer John Miller, 2/11
Stefen Boehringer Laurie Volpe
February 19 [Eric Kofmehl, Mary Pat Jackson, 2/18
Linda Falck Doug Hull Janice Bukambu
February 26 [Tom Beilstein, Cheri Heeter, 2/25
[Howard Mcilvried Chris Lindberg Marcie Emory
USHERS 8 a.m. 10:30 a.m. 5:30 p.m.
February 5 |Brian & Bob Miller, Ron & Laura Coombs 2/4 Curt Soergel

Jerry Cronenweth,
Gene Modic

February 12

Tom Beilstein, Curt Soergel,
Bill Crawford,
Harold Brandt

Mary Lynne Martin,
Roger McQuaid

2/11 Mary Lynne
Martin

February 19

Kent & Jim Bruggeman,
Sam Falck, Jeremy Fowkes

Mac & Paula Mcllvried

2/18 Jennifer
Singleton

February 26

Brian & Bob Miller,
Gail Polosky, Eric Kofmehl

Cathy Coudriet,
Jennifer Singleton

2/25 Bill Crawford

(Thi

“FRIDGE FACTS”

s page

mad e

espe

ci

FEBRUARY 2012 Assisting Schedule

Qu

GREETERS 8 a.m. 10:30 a.m.
February 5 |Lee & Beth Fischer Mary Ann Eppinger, Doug Hull
February 12 |[Bill & Betty Jones Jim Cislon, Sue Carr
February 19 |Gail & Frank Bankowski John & Andrea Miller
February 26 |Charlie & Jean Guca Cathy Coudriet, Jean Martz
Alternates Br i an & Heidi [RMModdrer& Jan Mc
: ASST. MIN. 8 am.
February 5 | Betsy Fackler
February 12 | Sue Diehm
February 19 | Drew Leister
Aqql qu1A v rl"q February 26 | Barb Eback
AL L | L
LECTORS 8:00 a.m. 10:30 a.m.
February 5 |Cindy Kelly Aimee Adams
February 12|Drew Leister Maddy Birmingham
February 19|Curt Soergel Nolan Boyle

February 26 [Heidi Miller Joe Caulkins
KIDS 10:30 a.m. Kids Corneri s
CORNER of fered
February 5 |Gina Milcoff, Youth
second seg
February 12 [Nick & Laura Lankes, Sunday mp
Youth for chill
February 19 JJean Martz, Nolan First Gr &

Boyle, Youth

February 26

[Dawn Andersson, Youth|

o= =" 9
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daycare|r
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STEPHEN MINISTRY
AT ST. JOHN’S
Our congregation has a
dedicated group of people who
provide one-on-one emotional
and spiritual care to anyone
experiencing difficulties. If you
would like someone in your life who will
LISTEN, CARE, PRAY and SUPPORT,
please ask one of the pastors about this or call
Jan Treser for an opportunity to receive help.
Also, a Stephen Minister will be available
on Sunday morning between services from
9:15 —10:15 in the back of the church by
the balcony steps. Please stop by if you have
a prayer request or if you’d just like to share
concerns with a trustworthy, compassionate
listener. Your current Stephen Ministers are:
Dawn Andersson,
Nancy
Fischer, Pat Ha
Jan McQuaid, Dav
Joyce Speckhal s

Lee
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Food Item

Of the Month
The N.H.C.O. Fishes
Food Pantry & North
Boroughs Food Pantry
need our food donations.
February’s item of
the month
Meal-In-A-Box!

Toilet Paper, Toothpaste,
Shampoo & Bar Soap are
always needed &
appreciated. Containers
are in the coat room in
the Narthex.
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Do you have a child that is
somewhere

between grades 2 "-7"?
If so, they are welcome to join
us on Wednesdays from 3:45-
5:45 for an afterschool program

called Cumberland Kids.

The program consists of

recreation and activities in our new gym and
fellowship hall, help with homework,
plus a meal. The suggested donation per student is $1
per week. If you are interested in registering your

child for t hi s

f

un

Highland at 412364-1606 to receive a registration form
and more information. The program runs throughout
the school year and all are welcome!
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ATTENTI ON MARRI ED C
Have you signed up for your spring Lutheran Marriage
Encounter Weekend? NOW is the time to register for this
opportunity to rekindle the romance and realize the full po-
tential of your marriage with all the joy and beauty God in-
tended. The spring 2012 Pennsylvania Lutheran Marriage
Encounter Weekends are: March 16-18 at Toftrees Resort
and Conference Center, State College, PA (a peaceful re-
sort located in the center of the state) and Apr. 20-22 at
Park Inn by Radisson-Sharon, West Middlesex, PA (a —
lovely hotel featuring king beds and in-room hot tubs --1
hour north of Pittsburgh.) Weekends run from Friday night
at 8 PM to Sunday afternoon around 5 PM and are designed
to enrich ALL MARRIAGES. There is a $45 per couple registration fee; plus toward
the end of the weekend, you will be given an opportunity to make a confidential contri-
bution of whatever amount you wish toward continuation of the program. If the spring
weekends don’t fit into your schedule, the two fall Weekends are: September 14-16 at
Olmsted Mansion and Retreat Center, Ludlow, PA -- 20 miles southeast of Warren, PA;
and October 19-21 at The Mountain Laurel Resort, White Haven, PA -- just off Inter-
state 80, two hours north of Philadelphia. Many say the Weekend was the most fantas-

Update & Greetings fror
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Donate your old jeans and help
homeless teens!
Cadet Girl Scout Troop 51096 is
participating in a denim drive,
TEEN FOR JEANS, as a service
project to help the homeless teens in
the community in which we live.

LENTEN MIDWEEK SCHEDULE

Ash Wednesday, February 29, services at Noon and 7:30 p.m.

Wednesday, February 29, & March 7, 14, 21 & 28
We d n e s d a vy (stantdng March %l from 6:30 until 7:30 a.m.
there will be a Light Lenten Breakfast & Study with Pastor Bill.
We dnesday atll:G0 e.m. wowillrbein with a Lenten
worship service which features dramas entitled “Meet the Best”

We are hoping that we can count on your help.

followed by a Lenten Lunch.
We are interested in jeans of all sizes and any brand name. We d n e s d a yat 6200 pennn werwdl snjoy a Lenten Supper
The jeans should be in good condition. followed by a study entitled “The Hole in our Gospel”
If you have any jeans you can donate, it would be greatly At 7:30 p.m., we begin the Lenten dramas followed by
appreciated. There will be a donation box located in the coat

Taize evening prayer.
room at the back of the sanctuary. Thank you!!

Please come and join us for these special Lenten events!



http://www.openyourhearttoasenior.org
mailto:seniors@nhco.org
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@ National Youth

@ Gathering < )
HOAGIE Fundraiser &=

The Youth will be having a
HOAGIE SALE
on Super Bowl Sunday, February 5.
The money raised will be used for the
@ Youth going to the National Youth Gathering
@ in New Orleans this summer.

Orders are due by

Wednesday, February 1%
COST is $7.00 Make checks payable to
St. John’s Lutheran Church of Highland.
Name:
# of Hoagie’s:
@ Amount enclosed:

s e e e o e o e e e
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The Priscilla Guild extends a heartfelt thanks
to all those that helped Dec. 23rd
with the Christmas decorating.

It makes Christmas - waiting for Christ's coming

extra -special and more meaningful
when shared with others.

&
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*Please mark the quantity next to each item that you would like.
White chocolates come in assorted white, pink, and red colors.
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White chocolate covered popcorn - 1 bag
Milk chocolate covered popcorn - 1 bag

White chocolate hearts - 1b.

Milk chocolate hearts - ¥ 1b.

Assorted white and milk chocolate hearts - 4 1b.

White chocolate long stem rose lollipops - %2 dz.

Milk chocolate long stem rose lollipops - ¥ dz.

____ Asstd. white & milk chocolate long stem rose lollipops - %2 dz.

Peanut butter melt away squares - 2 Ib.

White chocolate covered Oreos - 1 dz.
Milk chocolate covered Oreos - 1 dz.

Total number of orders x $6.50 each=$%

(Make checks payable to St. John’s Lutheran Church of Highland)
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c‘)Thrivent‘ Financial for [.utherqns-

Let’s éifi?z}gfézzfga”o’Thrivent Financial for Lutherans*

Positive Impact of Choice Dollars™ at
St. John's Lutheran Church of Highland

Live financially ever after

Choice Dollars grant funds distributed to:
St. John's Lutheran Church of Highland
December 2011

2010 %0
2011 $3,179

Choice Dollars nationally
More than $25 million Choice Dollars grant funds have been

distributed to Lutheran organizations during the 2010 program year.

Preschools: $620,090
A Elementary Schools. $2,443,994
/ High Schools: $566,362
Colleges/Unlversities: $842,142
'/ Seminaries: $435,983
S, —— Campus Ministries: 5158,269
b T Camps/Outdoor Ministries: 1,121,106
.~ Social Ministry Organizations: $1,176,850
| T Other Lutheran Organiztions: 51,655,139
T Congregations: $18,997,167

Eligible benefit members of Thrivent Financial for Lutherans can
recommend where Thrivent Financial distributes a portion of its
charitable outreach funds through Choice Dollars, part of the
organization’s charitable grant program.

Help support what matters most to you!
Learn more. Visit Thrivent.com/thriventchoice or contact:

Stefen Boehringer
412-328-4654 or stefen.boehringer@thrivent.com

Directing Choice Dollars, participating in Voting Events and receiving Choice Dollars grant funds are subject to
the Terms and Conditions of the Thrivent Choice program. Visit Thrivent.com/thriventchoice for complete Terms
and Conditions.

B?oms N7-11 Thrivent.com

One of the most important topics you'll discuss as a couple is finances.
If you’re newly married or about to be, get your marriage off to a strong
financial start. Join us for;

From Me to We
Working together to create
your financial future

This [60/90]-minute free, fun and fast-paced workshop helps you:
* ldentify your values and attitudes about money.
® Set your goals—individually and as a couple.
® Achieve your goals by balancing your spending, protecting your
family financially and saving for the future.

When: February 19th following 2™ service

Where: St. John's Lutheran Church of Highland
Highland Hall

Offered by:  Thrivent Financial for Lutherans representative Stefen
Boehringer

RSVP: Sign up at the church office or call or email Stefen at 412-

328-4654 or email at stefen.boehringer@thrivent.com.
A light lunch will be served at the beginning of the workshop.

“Very informative. Brought up a lot of questions and
concerns I didn‘t know I had.” -Workshop participant

For impartant Thrivent Finandial for Lutherans disclosure information, please visit Thrivent.com/disdosures.

259898 R11-10 Thrivent.comw
201104730




