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òON EAGLES WINGSó 

Points of  
Interest  
Inside  

 

§ Thank you! 

 

 

§ Welcome New 
Members 

 

 

§ National Youth  

Gathering 

 

 

§ Notary  

Services are now 

available free of 

charge for 

church members 

at the office 

 

 

§ Lost Chair? 

 

 

§ St. Johnôs Golf 

 

 

§ V.B.S. info.  

Inside 

 

 

§ National  

Volunteer Week 

 

 

§ Remember a 
Mom 

 

§ Marriage 

Encounter 
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              ST. JOHNôS STAFF MEMBERS 
William B. Diehm, Senior Pastor  
Kari B. Smail, Associate Pastor 
Ron Baling, Dir. of  Contemporary Music 
Joseph Tuttle Organist & Director of Choirs 
Debbie Sandherr, Office Manager 
Barb Eback, Office Assistant & Accounts Receivable Clerk 
Amy Beacha, Office Assistant 
Christina Huffmyer, Accounts Payable Clerk 
Laura Coombs, Chief Financial Officer 
Pat Hartman, Director of  St. Johnõs Preschool 
Dawn Andersson, Director of Volunteer Ministry 
Linda Meyerdierks, Youth Ministry Coordinator 
Gene Kesner, Sexton  

STAFF COVENANT: We will partner to enhance each otherõs  
ministries,  honor each personõs gifts, care  for one another and  

communicate Godõs word and love. 

RECYCLE TO HELP THE 

 Youth Work Camp/N.Y.G. 
The senior high youth group 

is continuing to collect cell 

phones, along with Inkjet and 

laser cartridges.  So far we 

have earned over $900.  This project will 

continue as long as members of the church 

bring in items.  Any recyclable items can be 

brought to the youth room or church office. 

Thank you for all of your support. 

The St. Johnõs Stampers é 
 

... will be meeting on Saturday, May 9th
  

from 9 a.m. until Noon. Weôll be working on 
cards for several spring occasions including Motherôs 
Day, which is May 10th, Graduation, Wedding,  

Anniversary, etc. We would love to have you join us.  
If you prefer to work on your own projects, youôre  
welcome to do that as well!  The cost is $5/person to 

help cover the cost of materials. 
 

Questions? Contact Betsy at  
724 -935 -1321 or pdfeaf@zoominternet.net  

WE ARE 
ALWAYS 

UPDATING 
EMAIL 

ADDRESSES!  
 

  
 
 
 
Do We have 

yours???   
If not, please  

send it to 
sjlutheran@ 
verizon.net 

Food Item  

Of the Month  
The N.H.C.O.  Fishes Food 

Pantry & North  

Boroughs Food Pantry need 

 our food donations.  

MAYôS food of the month is: 

Fruit juices, cans or bottles 
Toilet Paper, Toothpaste,  Shampoo & Bar 

Soap are always needed & appreciated.   

Containers are in the coat room in the Narthex. 
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CHRISTIAN LITERACY MAY 2015 
 

Christian Literacy Associates has been providing the key to elimi-

nate illiteracy, build relationships, and share the Good News using 

The Christian Literacy Series from right here at our offices at St. 

Johnôs Lutheran Church of Highland since 1975. 

     A beloved pet, a junior high friendship, a high school graduation, 

a wedding, and a funeral.  What do they all, one day, have in common?  Death.   

Whether you are a preschooler or a seasoned veteran of life, we all must face this un-

comfortable part of existence.  While preparing for a meeting with my teenage Chris-

tian Literacy Book Club Members, I came across this passage from Max Lucadoôs Teen 

Edition: Facing Your Giants: ñYou need to do the same.  Flush the hurt out of your 

heart and when the hurt returns, flush it again.  Go ahead, cry a Mississippi.  Jesus did.  

Next to the tomb of his dear friend, óJesus weptô (John 11:35).  Why would he do such a 

thing?  Does he not know of Lazarusôs impending resurrection?  Heôs one declaration 

from seeing his friend exit the grave.  Heôll see Lazarus before dinner.  Why the tears?  

Amid the answers we think we know and the many we donôt is this one: death stinks.  

Death amputates a limb of your life.  So Jesus wept.  And in his tears we find permis-

sion to shed our own.ò 

     ñPerfect,ò I thought, ñthis will resonate with some of the participants who are  

struggling with broken families, a death in the family, drug addictions, low self-esteem, 

attempted suicide, teen pregnancy, and anxieties about graduating.ò  The same Jesus we 

celebrated last month with His victory over death on the cross had earlier shown us in 

His Word of a time when his human nature was overwhelmed by grief.  Hallelujah, we 

also serve a risen Savior who gives us True Hope to believe in!  God has already won 

the battle over the Giant named Death and over our daily circumstances.  These Book 

Club members look forward to meeting monthly, sharing a meal, playing games,  

reading Christian literature together and applying it to their everyday lives, and watch-

ing a contemporary Christian themed movie.  These teens choose to bring a donation to 

each meeting toward sponsoring a basic literacy packet for a family in need.  By giving 

The Christian Literacy Series Complete Set, the Book Club members gain a sense of 

purpose in bringing hope into the life of a needy child.  By building relationships over 

these months, a glimmer of Light has broken through the teenage angst that can  

envelope some of our youth. 

     ñTrust and obey.  There is no other way.  To be happy in Jesus, you must trust and 

obey.ò  Anyone remember this hymn?  Children soon to be helped with our Christian 

Literacy BLOOM Summer Reading Camps and other literacy camps trained by our 

staff using The Christian Literacy Series Complete Set will be joyfully singing songs to 

their Heavenly Daddy, building relationships with other campers, and growing their 

basic reading skills, as well as their love of Godôs Word.   Christian Literacy 

BLOOM Summer Reading Camps, ministering to completed pre-K thru K students, 

have a small camp tuition of $50 for the weekôs program.  The BLOOM Camps will be 

held on Monday-Friday, 9:30-11:30, at these dates and locations: 

June 15-19, 2015 at Community Alliance Church in Butler, PA 

June 22-26, 2015 at St. Johnôs Lutheran Church of Highland in Pittsburgh, PA 

If interested, please call our office at 412-364-3777 or email us at clapress@aol.com to 

receive registration details. 

                                                                                   

                                                                                    CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

North Hills Community OutreachñMAY 2015 
N.H.C.O. is now on Facebook. Become a fan today! 

 
 

 

N.H.C.O. Volunteer Orientations 

North Hills Community Outreach will host Volunteer Orientation sessions Thursday, 

May 14 and Thursday, June 11, both at 10 a.m. in N.H.C.O. Allison Park,  

1975 Ferguson Rd, Hampton. Volunteer needs include drivers for Free Rides for 

Seniors shuttles, garden preparation, drivers to pick up pantry donations, and much 

more. Please contact Patti at pmferraro@nhco.org or 412-408-3830 to register.  

 

N.H.C.O.ôs 14th Annual Mini-Masters Mini Golf Tournament 

Enjoy a round of mini golf, delicious buffet dinner, silent auction and prizes Thursday, 

May 14 at RMUôs Island Sports Complex on Neville Island! Rolling golf start begins  

at 5:00 p.m. Maybe you will win the coveted Green Jacket! $175 per foursome or $45 

single player. Register by May 1 online at tinyurl.com/MiniMasters2015 or contact 

Nancy at NLJones@nhco.org or call 412-307-0069 ext. 3322.   

 

Walk with N.H.C.O. in the Highmark Walk for a Healthy Community 

N.H.C.O. is one of 76 nonprofits participating in the walk and because Highmark  

completely underwrites the event, 100 percent of donations raised for N.H.C.O. go to 

N.H.C.O.   Join North Hills Community Outreach, register as a walker or virtual walker 

or make a donation.. For more information contact Maria at  

mschristina@nhco.org or 412-408-3830 ext. 3209. Register for the walk online until 

May 15 at www.walkforahealthycommunity.org or register at the walk. 

N.H.C.O. partners with Pittsburgh Tours and More 

North Hills Community Outreach  has teamed up with Pittsburgh Tours and More in 

partnership with Knit One Tour Too tours!  A portion of the proceeds from each  

ñKnit One Tour Tooò tour will go to N.H.C.O.. Tours begin May 1 and there are a 

 variety of options. Gather your friends and spend the day with us! NOTE: These tours 

are not just for knitters and crocheterôséhistory lovers, sheep and llama  

enthusiasts, gardeners, crafters, and those interested in the wool dying process will all 

enjoy these trips. For more information and a schedule, visit www.pghtoursandmore.net 

or contact or 412-323-4709 or payarnandfibertours@verizon.net  

 

Ask the Attorney sessions for low-income families 

Free legal consultation is available for families in need at North Hills Community  

Outreach locations the second Wednesday of each month at 7 p.m. Upcoming ATA  

sessions are: N.H.C.O. Millvale May 13; N.H.C.O. North Boroughs June 10; N.H.C.O. 

Allison Park July 8. Attendees MUST preregister for these sessions by contacting  

Harriet at hzgibbs@nhco.org or 412-408-3830.  

N.H.C.O. Speakers Available 

North Hills Community Outreach has volunteer speakers who will speak to your  

business, congregation, civic group or school at no charge about our programs and  

services and volunteer opportunities. For more information or to schedule a speaker, 

please contact Jen at JLKissel@nhco.org or 412-487-6316 opt. 1 ext. 3112.  

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Allison-Park-PA/North-Hills-Community-Outreach/147499803724
mailto:pmferraro@nhco.org
http://nhco.org/eventregistration/?action=evregister&event_id=1
mailto:NLJones@nhco.org
mailto:mschristina@nhco.org
http://www.walkforahealthycommunity.org
mailto:payarnandfibertours@verizon.net
mailto:hzgibbs@nhco.org
mailto:JLKissel@nhco.org


Candle & Flower Openings for MAY 
Please call the church office if you would  

like to have one of these weeks.   

Remember:  

2 openings for the flowers each week @ $15 each  

 3 openings for the candle each week @ $3 each   

 Candle                                    Flower 

May 3ð2 openings May 3ð0 openings 

May 10ð0 openings May 10ð1 opening 

May 17ð2 openings May 17ð1 opening 

May 24ð3 openings May 24ð0 openings 

May 31ð3 openings May 31ð1 opening 

Cinco de Mayo  

Taco Bar 
Sunday, May 3, 2015 

The National Youth Gathering Youth will be hosting a Cinco de 

Mayo Taco Bar, to help support their trip to The National Youth 

Gathering in Detroit this summer, July 14 th ð July 19th. 

The Cinco de Mayo Taco Bar will be held on May 3 rd  

 in Highland Hall starting at  

4:45 p.m. and ending at 7:00 p.m.  

Dinner includes Tacos (hard/soft), Taco salad, nachos,  

dessert and assorted drinks.   

Cost is $8.00 for adults, $6.00 for children,  

 6 & younger,  children under 2 yrs. eat free.    

Make checks payable to  St. Johnõs Lutheran Church 

(CONTINUED) 
 

We will also be offering BLOOM Parent-Training Workshops, each Friday of the 

BLOOM Camp week, to train families and concerned individuals to use The  

Christian Literacy Series Complete Set to continue the success the children will have 

experienced at the reading camp.  If interested in attending one of these workshops, 

please call us (412-364-3777) or email (clapress@aol.com) for more details.     

     Thank you for your support of our local, national, and international work!  Please 

keep Christian Literacy and its volunteers in your prayers: tutors working at  

Northview Heights ministering to the Somali-Bantu refugees, fellow Christians  

tutoring Bhutanese refugees in the Pittsburgh area, churches joining our mission to 

reach children from completed pre-K to completed fourth grades in teaching them 

how to read this summer, those in California reaching the illiterate migrant worker  

population, those in Ghana, Africa using the beginning portion of our literacy  

curriculum with its Deaf Edition to reach a neglected community, and those who have 

an adult illiterate in their families and have taken our literacy training to work with 

them in the privacy of their homes.  Please pray that God will continue through the 

ministries of Christian Literacy Associates to bring the Light into the darkness of 

illiteracy.  Thank you!    
 

On His Shoulders, Jennie Ebner, Dir. of Childrenôs Literacy & Curriculum Development,  

Christian Literacy Associates 

Dr.  & Mrs. William E. Kofmehl, Jr., Founders

REMEMBER- A- MOM 
This Motherńs Day, consider  

remembering or honoring the special mother 

or mother figure in your life, by  

contributing to Bethlehem Haven.  Bethlehem Haven is a 

shelter for homeless and abused women.  One nights  

lodging costs $15.  Any donation will certainly be  

appreciated and recognized in the Mothers Day church  

bulletin on May 10, 2015.  Please use the tear - off below 

and return to the church office by Monday, May 4 th.  

Please make your checks payable to St. Johnńs. 

 -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  

Name          

In memory of        

In honor of        

$ enclosed         

 

ATTENTION COLLEGE STUDENTS!! 
We need your  contact information while you are away  

at college.  Please send addresses, email addresses, 

phone numbers, etc. to:  St. Johnôs Lutheran Church,  

311 Cumberland Road,  Pittsburgh, PA 15237  

OR email to sjlutheran@verizon.net.  THANK YOU! 



Opening New Doors  
 

 
 

 

§ Use a Building Fund envelope from your monthly envelope packet. 

§ Use the Opening New Doors envelope found in the pews. 

§ Use the ñTogether Giving Growingò pledge card for 2015. 
 

 

EVERY GIVE MATTERS! 
Thank you for your ongoing stewardship & generosity. 

OPENING NEW DOORS 

MAKING CHRIST KNOWN 

Watch each Sundayôs  

church bulletin for good  

news about the growing 

 stewardship life of our  

congregation, as we share 

our time, talent and treasure to  

ñMake Christ Knownò  

Financially Speaking as of March 31, 2015 
 

             General Fund Income  
March Actual                $ 69,784.17     
March Budget               $ 57,726.92                       
Gain (Short Fall)                 $ 12,057.25                                         
 

YTD Actual                          $ 192,704.53    
YTD Budget                         $ 173,180.75     
Gain (Short Fall)                 $   19,523.78                                          
      

We would like to thank the congregation for their support in 

 keeping their pledges current. 

RECYCLE = 

READING  
The Christian  

Literacy Associates office 

at St. Johnôs is collecting 

used cell phones,  Laser 

Jet Cartridges and Inkjet 

Cartridges.  These will be 

recycled and a  donation 

will be obtained for our 

Christian  Literacy  

Ministry.    

Call 412-364-3777 if you 

have any questions. 

òQUOTEó 

 of the Month  
 

 

 

òGod will 

know how 

to draw 

glory 

even 

from our 

faults.ó 

 

 

~Augustin 

Guillerand  

NATIONAL YOUTH 
GATHERING 

JULY 15 -19, 2015 
lmmeyers@zoominternet.net 

Linda Meyerdierks,  
Youth Ministry Coordinator  

Enjoy a round of golf  
with St. Johnôs members and 
friends.  Beginning April 20th, 
our St. Johnôs golf league plays 

�H�Y�H�U�\���0�R�Q�G�D�\���D�W���3�L�W�W�V�E�X�U�J�K���1�R�U�W�K��
Golf Course at 4:30 p.m.  All are 
invited to join our group on as 
many Mondays as you can make 
it.  Ladies and Gents of all skill 
levels are welcome to have a fun 
time.  For more information,  
contact Jan and Walt Treser at  

724-687-0545 or  
wtreser@zoominternet.net. 

mailto:lmmeyers@zoominternet.net

