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òON EAGLES WINGSó 

Points of  
Interest  
Inside  

 

§ Welcome New  

Members  

 

§ PLEASE HELP!! 

 

§ ñLibraryò for  

creativity  

now at  

St. Johnôs!! 

 

§ WE NEED YOU!! 

 

§ Notary Services are 
now available free of 

charge at the office 

for church members  

 

§ Saturday Worship 
with Healing this 

month 

 

§ LOTS OF  

Youth Activities 

 

§ V.B.S. is coming!! 

 

§ GAME NIGHT!! 

 

§ Lutheran Marriage 
Encounter Dates 

 

§ CPR Training 

 

§ Golf League Begins 

 

§ Garage Sale 

      volunteers needed 
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http://netmail.verizon.net/webmail/%22http:/mailto:questions@stjohnslutheranchurch.com%22


              ST. JOHNôS STAFF MEMBERS 
William B. Diehm, Senior Pastor  
Kari B. Smail, Associate Pastor 
Ron Baling, Dir. of  Contemporary Music 
Joseph Tuttle Organist & Director of Choirs 
Debbie Sandherr, Office Manager 
Barb Eback, Office Assistant & Accounts Receivable Clerk 
Amy Beacha, Office Assistant 
Christina Huffmyer, Accounts Payable Clerk 
Laura Coombs, Chief Financial Officer 
Pat Hartman, Director of  St. Johnõs Preschool 
Dawn Andersson, Director of Volunteer Ministry 
Linda Meyerdierks, Youth Ministry Coordinator 
Gene Kesner, Sexton  

STAFF COVENANT: We will partner to enhance each otherõs  
ministries,  honor each personõs gifts, care  for one another and  

communicate Godõs word and love. 

RECYCLE TO HELP THE 

 Youth Work Camp/N.Y.G. 
 

The senior high youth group is 

continuing to collect Inkjet and 

laser cartridges.  So far we 

have earned over $1,086.40.  

This project will continue as 

long as members of the church 

bring in items.  Any recyclable 

items can be brought to the 

youth room or church office.  
 

Thank you for all of  

your support.  
  

NO MORE CELL 

PHONES! 

WE ARE 
ALWAYS 

UPDATING 
EMAIL 

ADDRESSES!  
 
  
 
 
Do We have 

yours???   
If not, please  

send it to 
sjlutheran@verizon.net 

Food Item Of the Month  
The N.H.C.O.  Fishes Food Pantry & North  

Boroughs Food Pantry need our food donations.  

APRILS food of the month is  

PEANUT BUTTER & JELLY 

Toilet Paper, Toothpaste,  Shampoo & Bar Soap are 

always needed & appreciated.  Containers are in the coat room in the 

Narthex. 

Recycle = Reading 
Christian Literacy Associates at St. Johnôs is  

collecting used cell phones,  Laser Jet Cartridges 

and Inkjet Cartridges.  These will be recycled 

 and a donation will be obtained for our Christian  

Literacy Ministry.  Call 412-364-3777 with questions. 

  

 St. Johnõs welcomes you to the church family! 

Eric Kofmehl takes the clothes (which you donate and place in our 

clothes closet) to Graceôs Closet in Grace at Calvary Lutheran 

Church in Butler where they are provided at no cost to people  

needing clothes for work, job interviews, school or just for  

everyday wear.  We recently received the following thank you note.    

ñThank you all for your generous donation toward our clothing 

closet.  It serves those in need, and with your help we can  

continue this ministry.  Thank you also to Dr. Eric Kofmehl for 

the delivery of these clothes.  Again, many, many thanks!  Godôs 

grace and blessings to each of you! Graceôs Closet. Butler, PAò 



CHRISTIAN LITERACY APRIL 2016 
Christian Literacy Associates (CLA) has been providing the key to 

eliminate illiteracy, build relationships, and share the Good News 

using The Christian Literacy Series  from right here at our  

 offices at St. Johnõs Lutheran Church of Highland since 1975. 

 

òLetõs reach out to a world in need with the Word it needs.ó 
       

This year, Christian Literacy has been developing new partnerships with 

churches and organizations locally, nationally and internationally to reach out to 

their neighbors in need of basic reading assistance.  By becoming trained in the use 

of The Christian Literacy Series Complete Set , volunteers are able to share 

truths found in the Holy Bible during the reading lessons.  When a Christian  

volunteer shares their time and talent of reading with another adult or child, Jesus 

Christ becomes more than just a character in a book or a famous person in history.  

Instead, Godõs Son becomes known as the One who cares deeply for every human 

being His Father created.  

In Western PA, a group of Whitehall Presbyterian Church members have 

been trained by Christian Literacy to work within their community.  They desire to 

connect with the immigrant population by offering ESL/ELL classes and also work 

with children within their neighborhoods in need of basic reading help.  Training 

(via Skype) is being conducted this month for Christ Central Ministries and Chester 

County Literacy Council in South Carolina.  These groups are partnering with  

Christian Literacy to reach the 70+ adults who are on a waiting list to learn 

how to read.  Overseas, in Nigeria, Christian Literacy is partnering with Ministry of 

Mercy Orphanage and their primary school providing them training assistance,  

consultation, and sponsored sets of ABC Look at Me Reading! Learning Packets  

with Bible sentences activities and Bible picture word cards.  

Within our own local communities this summer, Christian Literacy is eager 

to help children from pre -K thru completed Kindergarten develop a strong founda-

tion in basic reading skills and have exposure to the Word.  We will be holding our 

model BLOOM (Basic Literacy Outreach Opening Minds) camps in rural, suburban, 

and inner-city areas, also providing training for interested parents, grandparents, 

and caregivers to continue the successful gains.  If you have someone in mind that 

could benefit from this program, please call for more information and pre -

registration at 412 -364 -3777 or email us at clapress@aol.com.   

BLOOM Summer Reading Camps, 9:30 - 11:30 a.m.  
June 20 -24, 2016  held at St. Johnõs Lutheran Church of Highland 15237 

June 27 -July 1  held in Butler, PA 16002  

July 11-14 & July 18 -21    held in the inner -city of Pittsburgh  

July 25 -29  held at St. Johnõs Lutheran Church of Highland 

August 1-5, 2016   held at Community Alliance Church Butler 16001   
  

Thank you for your support of our local, national,  
and international work with adults and children!  

North Hills Community OutreachñAPRIL 2016 
N.H.C.O. is now on Facebook. Become a fan today! 

 

N.H.C.O. volunteers urgently needed in June - Do you love the game of golf, or doing 
something meaningful with a group of friends?  N.H.C.O. urgently needs volunteers to regis-
ter to help in our assigned concessions tent at the Menôs US Open golf tournament, June 13-
19, at Oakmont Country Club. The Open donates funds for each N.H.C.O. volunteer hour 
served. This is a huge opportunity for us, but we need your help! Before or after finishing your 
eight-hour shift in the Openôs only air-conditioned concessions tent, you can watch golfôs 
greatest athletes in action. Contact Harriet with questions at hzgibbs@nhco.org or  
412-408-3830 x 3204. Or register at  volunteerspot.com/login/entry/679052588051   
Please note: This opportunity involves a considerable amount of standing and walking.  
Volunteers 17  & younger must be accompanied by a volunteer 18 or older.  

Buy tickets by April 8 for N.H.C.O.ôs Neighborhood Block Party - North Hills  
Community Outreachôs Neighborhood Block Party is back! You donôt want to miss this  
fantastic, fun event for the whole family. Enjoy a variety of food stations, live entertainment, 
fun and games for the kids, and more at the Chadwick in Wexford, 5:30-8:30 pm, Thurs.,  
April 21.  Tickets are available through April 8 and are $30 for adults, $15 for children; a por-
tion of ticket price is tax deductible. Proceeds support N.H.C.O.ôs 20+ programs for local fami-
lies in crisis, hardship and poverty. Order tickets at nhco.org/2016-neighborhood-block-party 

or contact Cheryl at 412-487-6316 opt 1 x 3111.  
Play Mini-Golf with friends, raise funds for N.H.C.O. and families in need - Play mini
-golf and enjoy dinner with friends, and raise funds for N.H.C.O. and families in need. Tickets 
are available through May 2 for North Hills Community Outreachôs 15th annual Mini-Masters 
miniature golf tournament at RMUôs Island Sports Complex May 12 at 5pm. Form a foursome 
or come unattached, and enjoy 18 holes, dinner and a silent auction. Fees include mini-golf 
and dinner: foursome $175 ($91 is tax-deductible) or individual $45 ($24 is tax deductible). 
Register  at nhco.org/2016-minimasters-registration or call Nancy at 412-307-0069 x 2211.  

Walk, fund raise for N.H.C.O. in the Highmark Walk - Bring the family, bring friends, 
bring your dog! Join North Hills Community Outreach in the Highmark Walk for a Healthy 
Community May 14. Registration is free, and you may pledge or fund raise at your desired 
level. One hundred percent of the proceeds raised for N.H.C.O. support N.H.C.O.ôs programs 
to help local families in need. Register at walkforahealthycommunity.org.  For more  
information, contact Maria at mschristina@nhco.org or 412-408-3830.  

N.H.C.O. offers WorkAble Career Services in Bellevue - WorkAble provides free career 
consulting and employment mentoring to unemployed and underemployed job seekers in 
Allegheny County. Career consultant office hours in Bellevue are 1:00 - 5:00 p.m., every  
Tuesday in N.H.C.O. offices, 1st floor, AGH-Suburban, 100 s Jackson Avenue, Bellevue.  
Appointments may be made by calling 412-904-5993. WorkAble is a United Way-funded  
partnership of North Hills Community Outreach, the Career Development Center and South 
Hills Interfaith Ministries.   
N.H.C.O. Volunteer Orientations - N.H.C.O. will host Volunteer Orientation sessions at 
10am Thursday, April 14 in N.H.C.O. Allison Park, 1975 Ferguson Road and at 10  a.m., 
Thursday, May 12 in N.H.C.O. Millvale, 416 Lincoln Avenue, Millvale. Volunteers are needed 
for all sites. Needs include volunteers for the US Open concessions in June, drivers to 
transport seniors to appointments, volunteers to stock our newsletters and brochures in  
various communities, receptionists and more. Please contact Harriet at hzgibbs@nhco.org or 
412-408-3830 x 3204 to register.  
Working families are waiting: Donate your car to Community Auto - Your unwanted 
vehicle, not matter what the condition, can help a low-income, working individual. Vehicles 
donated to Community Auto are repaired and sold at below market value to local, working 
families who need them to get to work. Cars not suitable for repair are sold at auction and the 
money is used for the program. If you have a vehicle not worth the cost of repairs, or that sits 
unused, contact Community Auto, a program of North Hills Community Outreach, at  
724-443-8300 or www.communityauto.org.  You could change a life and get the  

maximum tax deduction. There is also FREE pickup, towing and notary.  

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Allison-Park-PA/North-Hills-Community-Outreach/147499803724
mailto:hzgibbs@nhco.org
https://www.volunteerspot.com/login/entry/679052588051
https://nhco.org/2016-neighborhood-block-party/
https://nhco.org/2016-minimasters-registration/
http://www.walkforahealthycommunity.org/whc3/pgh/index.shtml
mailto:mschristina@nhco.org
mailto:hzgibbs@nhco.org
http://www.communityauto.org


Candle & Flower Openings for APRIL 
Call the office if you would  like to reserve a 

 candle/flower 412-364-1606. 
Remember:  

2 openings for flowers weekly @ $15 each  

 3 openings for candles weekly @ $3 each   

 Candle                                        Flower 

April 3ð2 openings April 3ð1 opening 

April 10ð1 opening April 10ð2 openings 

April 17ð3 openings April 17ð1 opening 

April 24ð3 openings April 24ð2 opening 

The St. Johnõs Stampers 
Will be meeting Saturday, April 9 th  from 9 

a.m. until Noon, in the UPPER WEST 
WING this time , for a ñBirthday Blitzò. 

We will be making cards for everyone you 
know. There will be several options  

available and you can make the ones you like.   

Cost for the ñBlitzò is $1.00/card and  
envelopes will be included.  Join us for the fun!  

Questions? Contact Betsy at 724 -935 -1321 or 
pdfeaf@zoominternet.net  

TIME IS RUNNING OUT!   
Have you registered for your spring Lutheran Marriage  
Encounter Weekend?   Marriage Encounter Weekends are  
designed to allow married couples of all ages to take time off 
from daily pressures and responsibilities to search out and dis-
cover a warmer, closer, more joyful marital relationship.     
The 2016 Pennsylvania Spring Weekends are: 

April 8-10, 2016 in Lancaster, PA, at the all newly-renovated Heritage Hotel  
Lancaster, home of the unique tree-house-inspired restaurant, ñLoxleyôsò 

April 22-24, 2016 at the Penn Stater Conference Center Hotel, State College, PA, 
Happy Valleyôs premier conference center located on a quiet hillside with  

views of Nittany Mountain. 

Registrations are also being accepted for the September 16-18, 2016 Weekend at 
Spruce Lake Retreat Center in Canadensis, PA, in the Poconos and the  
October 21-23, 2016 Weekend at the beautiful Olmsted Retreat Center in  

Ludlow, PA .  Two nights lodging, 5 meals for each of you, and all supplies are 
 included with your $100 per couple registration fee plus a contribution of whatever 

amount you wish to make near the end of the Weekend toward the  
continuation of the program.  Sign up for your weekend today!  Please make time for 
this most important relationship in your life!  Registrations are limited, so go to: 
www.GodLovesMarriage.org today to sign up.  If you have questions, contact Fred 

& Julie Schamber, PA Directors of Lutheran Marriage Encounter at:  
fjschamber@comcast.net or phone 724-325-3166.   

ST. JOHNôS has  received a  donation of 13 gravesites  

located in the Allegheny Memorial Cemetery.  The  

Cemetery Committee is offering to sell them for the same price  

as our own plots--$500 each plus a transfer fee.  This is a  

considerable  savings.  This offer is not limited to church  

members, so if you or any of your neighbors or friends want to 

take advantage of this, contact the church office.   

St. John's Golf League  
will begin play on Monday, April 25th.  

Our first tee time is 4:30 p.m.  All 

golfers of any skill level are welcome 

and you can even invite friends.   

For more information, contact:  

Jan or Walt Treser at 724 - 687 - 0545 or 

wtreser@zoominternet.net  

CHRISTIAN LITERACY needs some volunteers to ASSIST THE STAFF  
up in the "apartment" here at St. John's. 

Forty years have been blessed with many "volunteer staff members".    A few 
hours, one day per week is very much appreciated.  "Dr. Bill" Kofmehl is  

currently reaching out our literacy ministry to ELCA churches in synods outside 
our area.  He could use help in researching such churches and building "contact 
files".  President Chris  and Jennie are heavily involved in work with 'church-
based pre-schoolers",   development of more English as a Second Language 
programs for use with refugees in the US and by missionaries overseas in a 
number of countries, plus production (and mailing) of regular newslet-

ters.  Christian Literacy is also helping Thrivent policy holders to develop "action 
teams" which can, with Thrivent "grants", aid their churches and organizations 
like our ministry.    Many possibilities for volunteers exist -- please give "Dr. Bill" 
Kofmehl a call (412-855-4079) to see what you would be able to do as a 

 volunteer.   We have used reading specialists, professors, secretaries and even 
artists and computer experts for four decades.  Calling our main phone  
(412-364-3777) is always directed to President Chris and Jennie Ebner.    

http://www.GodLovesMarriage.org
mailto:fjschamber@comcast.net
mailto:wtreser@zoominternet.net


Catch the Joy of Giving!  
 

 

 

¶ Use a Building Fund envelope from your monthly envelope packet 

¶ Use the Opening New Doors envelope found in the pews. 

¶ Use the ñCatch the Joy of Givingò pledge card for 2016. 
 

 

EVERY GIVE MATTERS! 
Thank you for your ongoing stewardship & generosity. 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR SERVICE  
WE NEED VOLUNTEERS  
for all  worship assisting positions.   

We need ushers, greeters, lectors, deacons, 

assistant ministers &  

ESPECIALLY kidôs corner staff!! 

 Please call Debbie at 412-364-1606 if you are interested. 

Watch each Sundayôs  

church bulletin for good  

news about the growing 

 stewardship life of our  

congregation, as we share our 

time, talent and treasure to  

ñMake Christ Knownò  

Financially Speaking as of February 29, 2016  
                            General Fund Income                   
February Actual                $ 49,372.83     
February Budget              $ 61,176.67                       
Gain (Short Fall)                    ($11,803.84)                                         
 

YTD Actual                           $ 137,291.07   
YTD Budget                          $ 122,353.33      
Gain (Short Fall)                  $   14,937.74 
 

YTD  Income           $  137,291.07 
YTD Expenses                       $  123,555.22                                    

Budget Income (Loss)            $   13,735.85 

  We would like to thank the congregation for their support in 

 keeping their pledges current. 

Vacation Bible School  

July 11-15, 2016 ñCAVE  QUESTò  
Following Jesus,  

The Light of The World 
Look out for volunteer & registration forms  

around the church and in our next newsletter!! 


