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“Together”

This was the word some of my basketball
teams used to chant when we would break
our team huddles during games.
Our Stewardship theme reminds
me of that chant: “Together…
in Worship, Service & Stewardship.”

If you are in need of a Stephen Minister, or feel a
calling to care for another, please call Pastor Bill
Or Pastor Kari 412-364-1606.

~ We are a Stephen Ministry Congregation~

Sunday Morning Worship
Services at 8 & 10:30 a.m.
Christian Ed. at 9:15 a.m.
Summer at 8 & 9:30 a.m.
Saturday Worship 5:30 p.m.
Pastor William Diehm &
Pastor Kari Smail
Ryan Murphy,
Organist & Choir Director

questions@stjohnslutheranchurch.com

www.stjohnslutheranchurch.com
or
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“ON EAGLES WINGS”

On All Saints Sunday, November 6th,
we will gather together to renew and make
commitments to the mission God gives us.
In the words of the apostle Paul,
“We always give thanks for all of you…”
(I Thessalonians 1:2)
This generous congregation has continued
together to make a difference in our
community and the church and world at
large. Because we are “together,” we are
able to do more than if we were on our own.
Thank you! Thank you for responding to the
Gospel in such faithful ways. I look forward
to this mutual ministry that we share.
On All Saints Sunday we will be joined by all
the saints who first taught us the value of
being cheerful givers. Come, with glad
hearts. Share in the feast of victory
for our God! “Together”

In Christ,
Pastor Bill Diehm
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Greetings from
St. John's Literacy Mission to the World
Dr. Bill & Linda Kofmehl, Chris & Jennie Ebner, 412-364-3777
and a host of volunteers! www.christianliteracy.com and
www.literacyempowers.com

Would you like to see how Christian Literacy Tutors are trained to work with
children and adults who lack basic reading skills? Thanks to the skills of
CLA"tech guy" Chris Ebner, anyone in the world with access to a computer and
the internet can now see Christian Literacy materials in the "webstore" at
www.christianliteracy.com and can follow a link on the webpage to the CLA
Facebook page. There two short video training workshops can introduce a
potential tutor to Christian Literacy techniques. Take a look for yourself! You
might be led to work with your own child or grandchild, or decide to volunteer
as a Christian Literacy tutor.
Oakland Academy of Reading begins a two day per week fall schedule for small
groups of "at risk" early elementary students in the South Oakland neighborhood.
This is in addition to the individual professional tutoring sessions regularly offered.
Several of the youngsters had been "held back" in kindergarden and first grade.
One such little boy does not know all the letters of the alphabet. (Note: the cost to
city taxpayers per pupil in the Pittsburgh School District is over $17,000 per year).
Workshop trains NorthSide tutors for a variety of efforts. The October 15th
workshop at Greater Allen Chapel (African Methodist Episcopal) prepared tutors
to work with adults (two brothers in their 60's, graduates of high school, but with
reading skills at the lowest elementary level), children in the church's after school
and Summer Reading Camp programs, additional work with several existing
children's programs on the NorthSide, and to acquaint the church's
denominational headquarters with CLA's potential for assistance with overseas
efforts in Africa and India. Reading Specialist, former Pitt professor, and
long-term CLA board member, Dr. Theodora Cotten, organized the workshop
where Dr. Bill and Chris served as instructors.
Joni and Friends International Disabilities Ministry. Mrs. Pat Walsh called to
tell Dr. Bill that she and her husband (trained CLA tutors) are leaving for 6 months
mission work in El Salvador. There they will once again teach English to disabled
adults and children in rural areas of that country using Christian Literacy materials.
Mrs. Walsh was very glad to hear that she could now use mini-workshops on
CLA's website as a refresher for herself and to help train bi-lingual tutors in
El Salvador.
CLA children's program "BLOOMS" in Butler. CLA staffer Jennie Ebner is
testing "BLOOM", a new Christian Literacy "Sunday School" program at the
Community Alliance Church in Butler. It is aimed at assisting young children with
their reading problems while their parents are in church. She hopes to make the
concept available to other churches next year.
Don't forget to call the CLA office if a child you know is in need of basic
reading help. We can quickly train someone in the family as a tutor,
or perhaps find a volunteer in the area. Call 412-363-3777
We ask that you continue to keep this ministry and its staff in your prayers.

ST. JOHN’S STAFF MEMBERS:
William B. Diehm, Senior Pastor
Kari B. Smail, Associate Pastor
Donald D. Anderson, D. D., Associate in Pastoral Care
Ron Baling, Dir. of Contemporary Music
Ryan Murphy, Organist /Choir Director
Mike Conti, Saturday Accompanist
Debbie Sandherr, Office Manager
Amy Beacha, Office Assistant
Barb Eback, Office Assistant & Accounts Receivable Clerk
Pat Hartman, Director of St. John’s Preschool
Gene Kesner, Sexton
Dawn Andersson, Director of Volunteer Ministry
Linda Meyerdierks, Youth Ministry Coordinator
Christina Huffmyer, Accounts Payable Clerk
Laura Coombs, Chief Financial Officer
Nick Ross, Media & Technology Volunteer
STAFF COVENANT: We will partner to enhance each other’s

ministries, honor each person’s gifts, care for one another and
communicate God’s word and love.

ATTENTION MARRIED COUPLES
Have you signed up for your Lutheran Marriage
Encounter Weekend? The final 2011 Lutheran
Marriage Encounter Weekend is Nov. 4-6, 2011,
at The Park Inn by Radisson-Sheraton in West
Middlesex, PA. This popular facility is located just an
hour north of Pittsburgh and boasts a tropical atrium and guest rooms with
king beds and in-room hot tubs. Marriage Encounter Weekends are
worldwide, and are designed to enrich and strengthen ALL
marriages. Weekends run from Friday at 8 p.m. to Sunday at 5 p.m.;
and two nights lodging, 5 meals for each of you, and all supplies are
included. There is a $45 per couple registration fee, plus toward the end
of the weekend, you will be given an opportunity to make a confidential
contribution of whatever amount you wish toward the continuation of the
program. Please check availability by contacting PA Lutheran Marriage
Encounter Directors, at fjschamber@comcast.net or phone 724-325-3166.
If there are openings, you may register by going to the
website: www.GodLovesMarriage.org.
Also, please contact the Schamber’s if you have questions or would like a
brochure mailed to you. Couples overwhelmingly report that the Weekend
is the best thing they have ever done for their relationship.
Make plans to attend a weekend now!

North Hills Community Outreach NOVEMBER 2011
N.H.C.O. is now on Facebook. Become a fan today!
Holiday Donations Requested
North Hills Community Outreach is requesting donations for Sharing Holiday Warmth.
Each year, several hundred local families in need receive food and utility credits during
the holidays, as funding allows. Contributions can be sent to North Hills Community
Outreach, 1975 Ferguson Road, Allison Park, PA 15101. N.H.C.O. is also collecting
new, unwrapped toys for children and youth of all ages. For more information, contact
Vicki at 412-487-6316, option 1.
Volunteer Orientations and Opportunities at N.H.C.O.
Open Your Heart to a Senior volunteer trainings are held at various times and locations
every month. Call 412-307-0071 to learn more about helping a senior remain safe
and independent in his own home. Volunteers are needed in every community in
Allegheny County.
Volunteer orientation sessions for interested volunteers: November 10, 10 a.m.,
N.H.C.O. Millvale, 416 Lincoln Ave. Contact Linda Robins at 412-487-6316,
option 2, x3215 to sign up.
Volunteers are needed to rake leaves for elderly neighbors in need, Saturdays through
November 19. N.H.C.O. is also compiling a list of names and numbers of
volunteers willing to help shovel snow for seniors this winter. Contact Nancy Jones
at 412-307-0069.
Free Computer Classes
N.H.C.O. offers free computer classes to help people become more comfortable using
computers in their job searches. Classes are open to everyone and include Introduction
to Computers, Introduction to the Internet, Internet Job Searching, Word, Excel and
Powerpoint. The classes are free, but space is very limited so registration is required.
Classes are held at N.H.C.O.’s Millvale Satellite, 416 Lincoln Ave on Wednesdays
from 10:00-12:00 p.m. Call Kevin at 412-487-6316, option 2.
Vehicle Donations Needed
N.H.C.O. needs donated vehicles for its Community Auto program. There are more
than 50 low-income people waiting for a car so they can get to work. Donors can take
the maximum possible tax deduction. Call 724-443-8300 or www.communityauto.org.
North Hills Community Outreach’s November 2011 Calendar
 November 3 – Young Widows/Widowers Support Group, 7 p.m., Kings in
Wexford. Contact Harriet at 412-487-6316, option 2.
 November 9 - Ask the Attorney free legal consultations for qualifying individuals,
7-9 p.m., N.H.C.O. North Boroughs (AGH-Suburban), 100 S. Jackson Ave,
Bellevue. Appointment required. Contact Harriet Gibbs at 412-487-6316, option 2.
 November 12 - North Hills Community Outreach will be open from 9 a.m.-12 p.m.
to accept donations.
N.H.C.O. has received the United Way of Allegheny County's Award for Excellence.
Please consider designating N.H.C.O. through your United Way, CFC or SECA
campaign. Our main Contributor Choice code is 2357; please visit www.nhco.org
for all of our codes.
N.H.C.O., 1975 Ferguson Road, Allison Park, PA 15101—412-487-6316 www.nhco.org Please
consider sharing your experience as a supporter, volunteer or service recipient by posting a
review about N.H.C.O. on the Great Nonprofits website.

Financially Speaking
November 2011
Income:
August Actual
August Budget
Gain

$ 49,733.65
$ 43,837.75
$ 5,895.90

YTD Actual
YTD Budget
Short Fall

$ 374,951.14
$ 399,739.75
($ 24,788.61)

We would like to THANK
THE CONGREGATION
for their support in keeping

RECYCLE=READING
The Christian Literacy
Associates office at St. John’s is
collecting used cell phones, Laser
Jet Cartridges and Inkjet Cartridges. These will be recycled and a
donation will be obtained for our
Christian Literacy Ministry.
Call
412-364-3777
if you
have any
questions.

WE ARE ALWAYS UPDATING EMAIL ADDRESSES!
Do We have yours???
If not, please send it to sjlutheran@verizon.net

CHRISTMAS GIFT DONATIONS FOR
CHILDREN...ALREADY??
Again this year, we are going to provide Christmas gifts
for the children of the food bank
participants of the North Side
Common Ministries. We have been
asked to deliver the gifts to NCM by
December 9th to facilitate the
scheduling of parents in the toy
room. Therefore, the stars will be
out on November 20 and gifts,
unwrapped, must be returned to St.
John’s by Sunday, December 4,
2011. As in the past, the stars (pink for girls, blue for
boys) will have ages printed on them. Instructions will
be with the stars.
Social Ministry Committee

For your convenience, we have placed our
"Opening New Doors" special offering envelope
in the church pews. They replace the Step
Forward in Faith envelopes for the purpose of
contributing to our 2009 Capital Campaign.
You will see that these envelopes are marked
specifically for mortgage contributions. Our
mortgage on the new addition is $11,000
MAKING CHRIST KNOWN
per month. If you have not made a pledge,
and would like to contribute, every gift matters!
Thank you for your ongoing stewardship & generosity.
OPENING NEW DOORS

BAKERS FOR MEALS
ON WHEELS

You all provided a wonderful array
of baked goods for Westview
M.O.W. during the month of
September. The Westview staff
was so appreciative. They thanked
us over and over and they couldn’t
get over the nice array of
individually wrapped goods.
They so appreciate that because
it saves them so much time.
THANKS so much for all your
good work and kindness in baking.
It’s such a wonderful thing you do!
Many thanks again, to all of you.
We will bake again for Westview in
June 2012. Any questions, please
call Jean @ 412-367-1990. If you
would like to be added to our list
of bakers, please let me know.

THE FLOWERS THAT
ADORN OUR ALTAR
on Sunday mornings are
donated by our church
members. This is a terrific way
to commemorate birthdays,
anniversaries, or to give
recognition to someone
special in your life. Please
consider signing up for one of
the vases this year. The
arrangements are $15 per vase
and are available to take home
after the late service. Our 2011
Flower Chart still has many open
spaces and we
would love to have
it filled for the
year! The flower
chart is hanging on
the wall next to the
main sanctuary
doors. Thank you
for your help in this
giving opportunity.

Preschool
Panorama
Our children are learning how God has blessed us and how thankful we
should be. They will learn about turkeys, pilgrims, and Indians.
The 2 year old class is learning how to listen and share while having fun.
The 3’s are learning about fire prevention and will be visiting Highland Fire
Hall. They are learning to use scissors and learning to recognize their own
names. They will make 3- year- old version of a Thanksgiving
feast of sandwiches and applesauce to eat.
The 4’s will begin November with a unit on community helpers.
The fall program will be presented just before Thanksgiving.
The Pre-Kindergarten classes are learning how animals prepare for winter.
They are also working on sounding out syllables in different words.
Please notice our new piece of playground equipment. It was
purchased from the money we raised with out fund raisers. The children
love it when the weather is nice enough to go out and enjoy it.
Also, notice the new bench for adults to sit on in the playground.
May your Thanksgiving be filled with many blessings!!

THE ST. JOHN’S ANNUAL
HARVEST FESTIVAL
Will be held on
Sunday, November 13th from 6-8 p.m.
Come one, come all to St. John’s
Annual Harvest Festival!
Enjoy some delicious harvest desserts and
then enjoy some wonderful entertainment!
Speaking of which, we are hoping that
members of St. John’s will once again
share their talents on this special night!
If you have an act to share, please contact
Pastor Kari. We also will be blessed with
the music of the Red Hot Ramblers!
We hope you can join us!

St. John’s Stampers
Will meet on
Saturday,
November 12
from 9 a.m.
until Noon.
Come join us for some
Holiday Inspiration, along
with fun and fellowship.
We will have some projects
ready for you to complete
and lots of supplies and
ideas for you to exercise
your creative ideas.
Cost is $5.00/person to
cover the cost of supplies.
Questions?
Contact Betsy
at 724-935-1321 or
pdfeaf@zoominternet.net

Watch each
Sunday’s
church
bulletin for
good news
about the
growing
stewardship life of our
congregation, as we share
our time,
talent and treasure to

“Make Christ Known”

CUB SCOUT PACK 279,
chartered through St. John's, will
sponsor a FLAG RETIREMENT
ceremony.
The U.S. Flag Code states:
“The flag, when it is in such condition
that it is no longer a fitting emblem for
display, should be destroyed in a dignified way, preferably by burning.”

The ceremony On October 1st was
put off due to rain, we have
re-scheduled for November 5, 2011
at 6:45 p.m. in the back parking lot.

Check stjohnslutheranchurch.com or
our Facebook page in case of
inclement weather on that day.
All members of the congregation are
invited to join in this ceremony. The
program is presented by the scouts
and our adult leaders. This service
creates a particularly dignified and
solemn occasion for the disposal of
unserviceable flags. Any church
member who is a veteran or is
currently in the military is welcome to
assist us. Flags will need to be
prepared for retirement before the
ceremony. We will only be able to
retire a limited number of flags at this
event. If you have a flag that you
would like to have retired at this
ceremony, please contact
Mike Sheleheda at
pack279cubmaster@gmail.com
for more
information.

Candle & Flower Openings for NOVEMBER
Please call the church office if you would like to have one of these
weeks. Remember: there are 2 openings for the flowers each week
@$15 per vase & 3 openings for the candle each week @$2.50 each.
Candle

Flower

November 6—1 opening

November 6—0 openings

November 13—1 opening

November 13—0 openings

November 20—1 opening

November 20—0 openings

November 27—1 opening

November 27—1 opening

Advent Midweek Services
Come one, come all, to our mid-week Advent
gatherings, an opportunity for fellowship and
worship! The services will be on November 30th,
December 7th, 14th & 21st – from 6:15–7:30 p.m.
We will begin with a soup & sandwich supper and
time of fellowship followed by an
evening prayer service
from 6:45–7:30 p.m.
We will be using a
service known as the Holden
Evening Prayer. It is a beautiful
setting which includes a musical piece based on Luke,
Chapter 1 about the announcement to Mary that she
was to bear God’s Son and then her response with the
Magnificat. As a result, it is a very fitting service
for the season of Advent. Come, prepare your heart
for the Savior! We hope that you join us as we
gather to prepare for the coming of Christ!

OPPORTUNITIES FOR
SERVICE HERE AT ST. JOHNS
WE NEED VOLUNTEERS for Kids
Corner on Sunday mornings. If anyone
is interested, please call the church office
at 412-364-1606 and let Debbie know.
WE ARE IN NEED of some additional
communion deacon/lectors and ushers
for our Saturday evening service.
Please call 412-364-1606 if you are
interested. Thank you for considering
this call to ministry!
WANTED: Projectionists for Sunday
Services. No Experience needed. Please
call 412-364-1606 and speak to Debbie
if you are interested. Thank you!

AS A
REMINDER,

WE HAVE MANY
GROUPS USING
THE CHURCH,
PLEASE, KEEP IN
MIND THE
SECURITY OF THE
BUILDING.

WHETHER OR
NOT YOU THINK
SOMEONE IS IN
THE BUILDING!
THANK YOU!

THE TEN MOST IMPORTANT TWO-LETTER WORDS:

“If it is to be, It is up to me.”
Submitted by Mary Ethel Hague

1. Monthly Mortgage
Payment-$10,600.00
2. Monthly Utilities – Maintenance
& Insurance, $3,400.00
3. Replenish Debt Service Fund
Reserve to $65,000
4. Accelerate Payment of Mortgage

NATIONAL. YOUTH GATHERING
JULY 18-22, 2012

Stay Tuned—Watch your
Bulletins!

ALWAYS LOCK
THE DOORS,

“QUOTE” of the Month

OPENING NEW DOORS
Utilization of Funds – Priority

Senior High (9th-12th grade) Youth News

OPENING NEW DOORS

Holy K.O.W.S. (6th-8th grade) Youth News

Our Holy K.O.W.S. Lock - In will be on
November 18th from 8 p.m. until November 19th
at 9 a.m. Please bring a snack to share.
Friends are welcome.
We will need a few parents to help out.
Please let Dan and Elisa know if you plan on
attending, holykows@gmail.com
God Squad (1st-5th grade) Youth News
God Squad
is going Bowling!
Watch bulletin and
flyers for date and time.

MAKING CHRIST KNOWN

Thank you, Linda Meyerdierks Youth Ministry Coordinator

NOVEMBER Assisting Schedule
ACOLYTES

8 a.m.

10:30 a.m.

NOVEMBER Assisting Schedule

5:30 p.m.

GREETERS

8 a.m.

10:30 a.m.

Nov. 6

Mike Trauman

Joe Caulkins

11/5 Mikey Emory

Nov. 6

Tom Nardina, Bill Danklefsen

Millie Haas, Jim Maxwell

Nov. 13

Zach Gibson

Ryan Tully

11/12 Johnny Martin

Nov. 13

Dan & Rosina Maljak

Jim Cislon, Doug Hull

Nov. 20

Tucker Fowkes

Delaney Martin

Nov. 20

Jane & Bob Robertson

Nov. 27

Aaron Highton

Tori Hershberger

11/19
Sara Funderlich
11/26
Hunter McDermot

DEACONS
8 a.m.
Nov. 6
Bob & Margie Miller
Nov. 13
Nov. 20
Nov. 27

USHERS

Linda Falck,
Eric Kofmehl
Tom Beilstein,
Lee Fischer
Howard McIlvried,
Curt Soergel

8 a.m.

10:30 a.m.
Mac McIlvried,
Mary Pat Jackson
Jeff Maltz,
Cheri Heeter
Cathy Coudriet,
Jeff Maltz
Doug Hull,
Chris Lindberg

10:30 a.m.

Nov. 27

Dawn Andersson,
Nancy Swanhart
Doris Hodgkiss, Shirley Brunner Cathy Coudriet, Dottie Winner

Alternates:

Bill & Betty Jones

Roger & Jan McQuaid

Thanksgiving
Day
Worship

5:30 p.m.
11/5 Marcie Emory
11/12 Janice
Bukambu
11/19 Jeff Maltz
11/26 Chris
Lindberg

LECTORS

8:00 a.m.

10:30 a.m.

Nov. 6

Sam Baling

Jeff Maltz

Nov. 13

Heidi Miller

Stefen Boehringer

Nov. 20

Linda Falck

Nick Tusa

Nov. 27

Brian Miller

Katie Jones

5:30 p.m.

Nov. 6

Rosina & Dan Maljak,
John & Andrea Miller
Gail Polosky, Eric Kofmehl

11/5 Jennifer
Singleton

Nov. 13

Bill Danklefsen,
Heather McElroy,
Bill & Betty Jones,
Mario DeIuliis

Peggy Schmiedecke
Mary Martin

11/12
Mary Martin

Nov. 20

Brian & Bob Miller,
Jerry Cronenweth,
Gene Modic

Ted Oczypok,
Jennifer Singleton

11/19
Ted Oczypok

Nov. 13

Nov. 27

Tom Beilstein,
Bill Crawford,
Harold Brandt

Cathy Coudriet,
Matt Reiff

11/26
Mary Jean
Voigt

Nov. 20

KIDS
CORNER
Nov. 6

Nov. 27

10:30 a.m.
Dawn Andersson,
Youth
Gina Milcoff,
Nolan Boyle,
Youth
Nick & Laura
Lankes
Jean Martz,
Youth

Nov. 24,
2011,
9:30 a.m.

Ushers

Eric Kofmehl,
Harold Brandt

Deacons

Howard
McIlvried,
Lee Fischer

Lector

Stefen
Boehrigner

ASST. MIN.

8 a.m.

Nov. 6

Sue Diehm

Nov. 13

Drew Leister

Nov. 20

Barb Eback

Nov. 27

Sam Baling

Kids Corner is
offered at the
second service on
Sunday mornings
for children up to
First Grade in the
daycare room.

“FRIDGE FACTS”

“FRIDGE FACTS”

(This page made especially for placing on your refrigerator.)

(This page made especially for placing on your refrigerator.)

STEPHEN MINISTRY
AT ST. JOHN’S
Our congregation has a
dedicated group of people who
provide one-on-one emotional
and spiritual care to anyone
experiencing difficulties. If you
would like someone in your life who will
LISTEN, CARE, PRAY and SUPPORT,
please ask one of the pastors about this or call
Jan Treser for an opportunity to receive help.
Also, a Stephen Minister will be available
on Sunday morning between services from
9:15 – 10:15 in the back of the church by
the balcony steps. Please stop by if you have
a prayer request or if you’d just like to share
concerns with a trustworthy, compassionate
listener. Your current Stephen Ministers are:
Dawn Andersson, Carol Celin,
Nancy Danklefsen, Betsy Fackler,
Lee Fischer, Pat Hartman, Shirley McIlvried,
Jan McQuaid, Dave Richards,
Joyce Speckhals and Jan Treser.

Food Item
Of the Month
The N.H.C.O. Fishes
Food Pantry & North
Boroughs Food Pantry
need our food donations.
November’s item of the
month is: Baking
Staples (oil, sugar,
flour, etc.) Toilet Paper,
Toothpaste, Shampoo &
Bar Soap are always
needed & appreciated.
Containers are in the coat
room in the Narthex.

Do you have a child that is
somewhere
between grades 2nd-7th?
If so, they are welcome to join
us on Wednesdays from 3:455:45 for an afterschool program
called Cumberland Kids.
The program consists of
recreation and activities in our new gym and
fellowship hall, help with homework,
plus a meal. The suggested donation per student is $1
per week. If you are interested in registering your
child for this fun program, please contact St. John’s of
Highland at 412-364-1606 to receive a registration form
and more information. The program runs throughout
the school year and all are welcome!

Dear St. John’s Family,
Charlie and I just want you to know how
special you are! We both want to thank you
so much for the many cards and calls and
especially your thoughts and prayers. You
have no idea how much we appreciate your
kindness and caring. We especially want to
thank Pastor Bill and Pastor Kari for their visits and prayers.
You are both very special and you both have a special gift for
comforting. We don’t know yet what’s ahead but
we trust in His wisdom and strength to see us through.
We, again, are so thankful for your thoughts and prayers.
In Christian Love, Charlie & Jean Guca

St. John’s Preschool

is fundraising with delicious Joe Corbi Pizza and Desserts!!
Joe Corbi desserts are perfect for all your holiday needs! Keep them in
mind for holiday get-togethers and gift ideas! We only do two fundraisers
per year and your help is greatly appreciated. We will be selling Betsy
Ann Chocolates just in time for Easter! Please stop by the church office
for a copy of the wonderful items for sale and to place your order.

*CHECKS should be made payable to St. John’s Preschool.
Orders are due by November 4th, 2011
Delivery - Thurs., Nov. 17th, 2011 at Noon in Highland Hall.
Pick up of these items is crucial
because they must be kept refrigerated.
Feel free to contact the chairperson with any questions.

Chairperson: Christina Huffmyer
Contact info: stjohnfin@comcast.net or 412-364-3306

THANK YOU
FOR
YOUR
SUPPORT!!

St. John’s “Wired”
What’s new at www.stjohnslutheranchurch.com
As you may have noticed, our website,
www.stjohnslutheranchurch.com, has recently undergone a redesign.
The new design allows for you, the viewer, to more easily access
information. The design also makes it easier for the staff to keep the
site up to date. However, we need YOUR help!
If you or your St. John’s group is planning an event, outing or other
gathering, we want to make sure the information is on our website.
Please e-mail any and all website updates to Nick Ross at
rossn@stjohnslutheranchurch.com.
Additionally, if you have any suggestions or notice any errors on the
website please let Nick know.
We look forward to “Making CHRIST Known” through our website!

OUR HELPING MINISTRIES
St. John’s has many helping ministries –
your help is needed!
Family Emergency Fund This fund is maintained for two
purposes: to provide confidential financial help to
families in crisis, and to serve as an ongoing fund for
funeral lunches.
Helping Hands Fund This fund has a current balance of over $4,000 and
was established to assist in community emergencies or disasters. The
intent is that Council or our Pastors would have ready access to these
monies for quick distribution, and then the congregation would be
asked to replenish the fund.
Heart of St. John’s This helping ministry provides non-financial services
for those in need, such as meals or rides to doctor’s appointments.
It is run by the Social Ministry committee. There is always a need for
volunteers to provide these ongoing services for our members. Pease
contact Shirley McIlvried if you are interested.
Deborah Ministry This ministry provides a welcoming gift & a meal to
families with new babies. Barb Harris & Dawn Andersson handle this
joyful work. If you know of a family with a recent new addition, please
contact the church office. We don’t like to miss anyone!

The following has been approved by the Congregational
Council of St. John’s Lutheran Church of Highland
beginning January, 2012:
Pastor Diehm – Sabbatical Outline

This leave will begin January 2, 2012 and continue until March 1, 2012.
The purpose of the leave is to “renew, relax, recreate.”
Renew: It is my intention to immerse myself in reading and
conversation/visitation in two areas of church life.
1.Trends in congregations who worship with multiple styles of liturgies.
2. “Emergent church” This thesis maintains that the life of faith as we
know it is undergoing a radical shift likened to the Reformation. What
are the implications of EC for our congregation, synod and ELCA?
(This effects ecumenism, worship, church and society). The timing of
renewal for the next 10 years of ministry is well placed. I look forward
to taking a step back to get ready to engage in an exciting period in
the life of the church and my ministry at St. John’s. I plan to keep a
daily journal of my experience. The travels during the January part of
my sabbatical will take me to Luther Seminary in Minneapolis/St. Paul,
Thiel College in Greenville, PA, and The Seminary in Gettysburg.
Relax/Recreate: I intend to spend considerable time “chilling out.”
That will include ice fishing, (truly a contemplative pastime), winter
steelhead fishing, and following basketball programs wherever I may
be residing during my sabbatical. I gain energy from being a coach …
I have discovered that I am at my best and most creative when I am
able to put my pastoral skills to use in coaching and my coaching skills
to use as I-pastor. I plan to travel to Baltimore, Atlanta, and
Springfield, Ohio, with Sue for 2 weeks as we visit our children in
February. I intend to “self-fund” this sabbatical, i.e., using my
continuing education reimbursement (I may seek to adjust some salary
into this line item for 2012 only) and monies gifted to me at my 30th
anniversary of ordination. Provisions for care of the congregation will
include existing staff and trained lay volunteers under Pastor Smail’s
leadership and direction.
Thank you for the privilege of experiencing a sabbatical,
I can say with great confidence that I will make the most of it!
Sincerely, In Christ, William B. Diehm

