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“ON EAGLES WINGS”
There is nothing quite like fall when
it is at its peak. The beauty of the
colors that adorn the hillsides as the
trees turn brilliant shades of red,
orange, yellow and brown, and the mums that are in
full bloom in a rainbow of colors. The richness of the
harvest as we enjoy hot apple cider and delicious
pumpkin pie. The crispness in the air as the temperature
begins to cool. And while we watch nature settle down
for a long winter’s nap, there is one thing that many of
us curiously do. “What is it?” you might ask. It is to
plant bulbs in the ground. This is something I think
that adults take for granted and children would find
curious. For, on one level, it seems strange to plant
something when we know that the snows are coming
and the vegetation around us is dead or dormant. But
as we all know, bulbs are unique, in that they are not
planted when we expect them to grow. Instead they are
planted well before their season, in order that when the
time is right in the spring, they might burst forth from
the ground, showing signs of new life.
As we enjoy this harvest season, we are reminded of the
fruits of our labors. Yet we also are reminded that just
as we plant bulbs in the ground, some of our efforts are
meant not for an immediate harvest but for a time that is
to come, perhaps for us, or perhaps for someone else.
So too, in the church we also plant seeds of faith, and
plant foundations for ministry, some of which we can
enjoy today, and others which have been planted for a
time that is to come, perhaps for us or
perhaps for someone else.
Thanks be to God, not only for the time of harvest, but
for the time of planting as well, and for the opportunity
to plant seeds for the future of the church!
Soli Deo Gloria! (To God alone be the glory!) Pastor Kari Smail
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RECYCLE TO HELP THE
BUILDING FUND
The senior high youth group
is continuing to collect cell
phones, along with Inkjet and
laser cartridges. So far we
have earned over $800. This project will
continue as long as members of the church
bring in items. Any recyclable items can be
brought to the youth room or church office.
Thank you for all of your support.
This month’s Pleasant Valley Shelter
need is Men's disposable razors.
Pleasant Valley Men's Shelter provides a
safe temporary residence for up to 30
men every night and opens its doors 5
days a week so the men who sleep on the
streets and under the bridges can shower
and shave. Meeting that need takes a lot
of disposable
razors. Whatever
you can do to help
would be greatly
appreciated.

St. John’s Stampers
Christmas is coming…! The St. John’s
Stampers will be getting together for a “Get
Ready” day of fun and stamping on Saturday,
November 10 from 9 AM until noon. There will
be several projects ready to go and lots of ideas
to share. Cost will be $5/person to help cover the cost of supplies.
Plan to join us. We will not have a session in December.
This is a “Bethlehem” year!
We will get together in January so put Saturday, January 12 on
your calendars now.

Questions? Contact Betsy at 724-935-1321 or
pdfeaf@zoominternet.net

ST. JOHN’S STAFF MEMBERS:
William B. Diehm, Senior Pastor
Kari B. Smail, Associate Pastor
Donald D. Anderson, D. D., Associate in Pastoral Care
Ron Baling, Dir. of Contemporary Music
Ryan Murphy, Organist /Choir Director
Mike Conti, Saturday Accompanist
Debbie Sandherr, Office Manager
Barb Eback, Office Assistant & Accounts Receivable Clerk
Amy Beacha, Office Assistant
Pat Hartman, Director of St. John’s Preschool
Gene Kesner, Sexton
Dawn Andersson, Director of Volunteer Ministry
Linda Meyerdierks, Youth Ministry Coordinator
Christina Huffmyer, Accounts Payable Clerk
Laura Coombs, Chief Financial Officer
Nick Ross, Media & Technology Volunteer
STAFF COVENANT: We will partner to enhance each other’s

ministries, honor each person’s gifts, care for one another and
communicate God’s word and love.

This year our Annual Thanksgiving service will be a joint venture
among several churches in the North Hills hosted
by our congregation.
The service will be on Thanksgiving Eve, November 23rd
at 7:30 p.m. St. Luke’s Westview, St. John’s Perrysville,
Berkeley Hills Lutheran church and St. John’s of Highland
will be celebrating a festive Eucharist with
The Rev. Dr. Donald McCoid, Bishop Emeritus, preaching
and the Rev. Michael Robinson
from St. John’s Perrysville, presiding.
One feature of this gathering will be a combined choir of the
congregations under the direction of Pam Scott, from Berkeley
Hills with Ryan Murphy, from St. John’s of Highland,
the organist for the evening. Come, celebrate with thankful hearts
an opportunity to be the church in this special way!

North Hills Community Outreach November 2012
N.H.C.O. is now on Facebook. Become a fan today!
We are thankful for you!
Because of the generosity of donors and volunteers, NHCO provided services
to 6,083 families last year, including emergency food and utility help, adult
scholarships, free rides for seniors, and much, much more. Thank you!
Dine Out, Help Neighbors
California Pizza Kitchen, http://www.cpk.com, Ross Park Mall, will hold a
canned food drive to benefit NHCO November 5-11. Bring 5 boxed or canned
items and receive 20% off your check! For more information, contact Megan at
412-548-1399.
Thanksgiving on Every Table
North Hills Community Outreach is collecting food items to create complete
Thanksgiving meals to distribute to local families in need. Items that make a
meal include: grocery store gift cards of at least $10, large boxes of stuffing mix
and instant mashed potatoes, canned cranberry sauce, canned vegetables,
easy pumpkin pie mix, evaporated milk, muffin mix, turkey gravy mix and
napkins. Donations accepted through November 14. For more information,
contact Vicki at 412-487-6316, opt. 1, or visit www.nhco.org.
Free Computer Classes
North Hills Community Outreach offers free computer classes to help people
become more comfortable using computers in their job searches. Classes are
open to everyone and include Introduction to Computers, Introduction to the
Internet, Internet Job Searching and Microsoft Office. The classes take place at
NHCO Millvale at 416 Lincoln Ave and Avalon Public Library on various days or
times. Call 412-487-6316, option 2 for more information.
NHCO Legal Help
NHCO presents Ask the Attorney, free legal consultations on noncriminal
matters for income-eligible individuals. November 14, 7 to 9 p.m., Millvale
Community Center, second floor, 416 Lincoln Ave. Appointments are required.
Call Harriet Gibbs at 412-487-6316, opt. 2.
Contact: Amanda Hartle, Director of Communications, 412-487-6316 or
asfhartle@NHCO.org N.H.C.O., 1975 Ferguson Road, Allison Park www.NHCO.org

TIME FOR CHRISTMAS GIFTS FOR CHILDREN ALREADY
As we have for the past several years, we will again be
collecting gifts for the children whose parents use the food
bank at the North Side Common Ministries. Beginning
November 18, stars indicating a child’s gender and age will
be available in the narthex. Each star is numbered. Take a
star, sign the book, and return your gift (UNWRAPPED) by December 9.
The reason for the early return date is to give North Side Common Ministries
time to set up a room like a toy store. Parents come in by appointment and
choose appropriate toys for their children. NCM has found that this approach
is the best way to preserve the dignity of the parents. We thank you for
your participation.
The Social Ministry Committee

Financially Speaking
NOVEMBER 2012
Income:
September Actual
September Budget
Gain

$ 54,300.25
$ 45,194.50
$ 9,105.75

YTD Actual
YTD Budget
Short Fall

$ 390,991.59
$ 411,250.50
($ 20,258.91)

We would like to thank
the congregation for their support
in keeping their pledges current.

RECYCLE=READING
The Christian Literacy
Associates office at St. John’s is
collecting used cell phones,
Laser Jet Cartridges and Inkjet
Cartridges. These will be
recycled and a donation
will be obtained for our
Christian Literacy
Ministry.
Call 412-364-3777
if you have any questions.

Candle & Flower Openings for NOVEMBER
Please call the church office if you would like to have one of these
weeks. Remember: there are 2 openings for the flowers each week
@$15 per vase & 3 openings for the candle each week @$2.50 each.
Candle

Flower

Nov. 6—2 openings

Nov. 6—0 openings

Nov. 13—1 opening

Nov. 13—0 openings

Nov. 20—2 openings

Nov. 20—0 openings

Nov. 27—3 openings

Nov. 27—0 openings

North Hills Community Outreach has an immediate opening for:
Healthy Futures AmericorpsVISTA
This VISTA member will be involved with creating access to healthy food and
developing nutrition education for low-income families in NHCO's service area,
through recruiting and cultivating volunteer support for the Rosalinda Sauro
Sirianni Memorial Garden project. The Garden project is dedicated to growing
fresh produce for NHCO's food pantries. VISTA member will work with skilled
volunteers to develop resources, trainings, and workshops for volunteers and
families who utilize the food pantries to teach healthy, cost-effective eating
habits and urban farming. VISTA member will build partnerships with local
schools and at-risk youth programs to engage them with the seasonal work
involved with growing food. VISTA member will assist Garden Coordinator in
building relationships with donors for necessary supplies required for the garden.
To apply for this position and read more about Americorps VISTA,
please visit: http://www.americorps.gov/Default.asp

OPENING NEW DOORS

MAKING CHRIST KNOWN

For your convenience, we have placed our
"Opening New Doors" special offering envelope
in the church pews. They replace the Step
Forward in Faith envelopes for the purpose of
contributing to our Capital Campaign.
You will see that these envelopes are marked
specifically for mortgage contributions. Our
mortgage on the new addition is $11,000
per month. If you have not made a pledge,
and would like to contribute, every gift matters!
Thank you for your ongoing stewardship & generosity.

Watch each
Sunday’s church
bulletin for good
news about the
growing
stewardship life of
our congregation, as we share
our time, talent and treasure
to

“Make Christ Known”

The Social Ministry Committee
will again conduct a fall food drive
for Northside Common Ministries
to help feed the many families
who come for help at their food
pantry. Bags were passed out on
October 21 & and will be passed
out again on October 28.

Bags are to be returned by
November 4.

“QUOTE” of the Month
“The task ahead of us is never as great
as the Power behind us.” ~Anonymous
OPENING NEW DOORS -Utilization of Funds – Priority
1. Monthly Mortgage
Payment-$10,600.00
2. Monthly Utilities – Maintenance
& Insurance, $3,400.00
3. Replenish Debt Service Fund
Reserve to $65,000
4. Accelerate Payment of Mortgage

OPENING NEW DOORS

MAKING CHRIST KNOWN

HOPE FOR THE HOLIDAYS
Christmas festivities will soon surround us. It will be time
to decorate, sing carols, attend parties, and exchange gifts.
We think of the Christmas season as a joyous time. But some
of us may not feel the joy. The holidays can be very difficult
for those experiencing grief or feelings of loss. Yet the
message of Christ’s birth provides comfort and hope to all.
On Sunday, Dec. 16 at 2:00 p.m., St. John’s will offer a
“Hope For The Holidays” Christmas service focusing on
comfort and remembrance. It will be especially meaningful
for those who have lost a loved one, those seeking to take
time out from holiday bustle to remember ones who have
gone before us, or for those who are having a difficult Christmas for any reason. Please come and know that you are not
alone as you experience seasonal music, lighting of candles,
and the reassurance of Christ’s birth. Invite any others who
may be seeking comfort. Dessert will be served in Highland
Hall following the worship service. ALL ARE WELCOME!!

THE ST. JOHN’S ANNUAL
HARVEST FESTIVAL
Will be held on Sunday, November 11th, 6-8 p.m.

Come one, come all to St. John’s Annual
Harvest Festival! Enjoy some delicious harvest desserts
and then enjoy some wonderful entertainment!
Speaking of which, we are hoping that members of
St. John’s will once again share their
talents on this special night!
If you have an act to share,
please contact Pastor Kari.
We hope you can join us!

Senior High (9th-12th grade) Youth News
St. John’s Lutheran Church of Highland
would like to welcome the following new members.
Duane Baldinger,
Bob, Christi and Izzy Cannon,
Bob & Nancy Joe Cannon,
Michael, Beth & Declan Dailey,
Elizabeth Howard,
Richard, Karen & Nathan Kress,
Harvey & Sue LeDonne,
Laura Lott,
Donald & Sandy McCoid,
John & Mary Lou Sebastian
and Helen Stein

They joined our church on October 14, 2012
ADVENT EVENT

PREPARE YOUR HEARTS
FOR CHRISTMAS
FRIDAY, November 30, 2012
The evening begins with our traditional Ham dinner in
Highland Hall at 6 p.m. Then we will go to the Nave of
the Church for a short prayer service at 7 p.m. From there we will proceed
to the Fellowship Hall for a candlelight walk and
caroling through Bethlehem. Following that, dessert will be served in
Highland Hall. Come for dinner or just for the Prayer Service and walk
through Bethlehem. Reservations will be needed for the dinner. Please fill

out the information below and return to the office or put it in the
offering plate, no later than Wed., November 28th, 2012
---------------------------------------------Advent Event—R.S.V.P. by Wed., November 28th, 2012
Name __________________________________________________
# of Adults attending__________# of children attending________
A free will offering will be taken during the dinner.

November 11th: Sunday Night Live!
5-8 p.m. @ St. Peter’s Lutheran,
202 Van Buren Street, Evans City
Watch bulletin & flyers for more info!

Holy K.O.W.S. (6th-8th grade) Youth News
HOLY K.O.W.S. will be having a Lock-In on Friday, November
9th starting at 9 p.m. and ending Saturday, November 10th at 9
a.m. Please bring a snack to share (please email Elisa or Dan
at holykows@gmail.com and let them know what snack you will
be bringing) Friends are welcome. We also, need a few parents to
help out with the Lock-In. Watch bulletin and flyers for more info!

God Squad (1st-5th grade) Youth
GOD SQUAD is going bowling! Hosted by the Huffmyer Family
WHEN: November 18, 2012
TIME: Noon—2 p.m.
COST: $10.00 includes 2 games of bowling, shoes and Pizza
We will meet at Pine Plaza right after the 10:30 a.m.
service. Watch bulletin and flyers for more information!
YOUTH CHOIR!
St. John’s Youth Choir has started again! We
are meeting on most Sundays, after the
10:30 service in the Lower West Wing
around 11:45 a.m. and will stay until
12:30 p.m.. We begin each time with a
snack and then have some fun singing
silly songs, as well as preparing to sing
at church sometimes! Even if you
haven’t sang with us in the past, you
can join us at any time! If you have
any questions, please see
Pastor Kari.
ALL YOUTH WELCOME!

Volunteer Opportunities
Help to make this holiday season a
special time by giving the most valuable gift
you have, your TIME. Heritage Hospice, LLC is
looking for individuals in the North Hills area
who would like to share their time and talents with our patients
and their families located in this community. Patient volunteers
can help decorate, do yard work, provide special visits as the
holidays approach, read to patients, and create memory/
scrapbooks - just to name a few of the many possibilities. Our
office is located in New Kensington, PA; however, we strive to
make this experience convenient for you by traveling to meet you!
We would love to have you join our team and make a difference in
someone’s life!
“You cannot do a kindness too soon for you never know how soon it
will be too late…”~R.W. Emerson

OUR HELPING MINISTRIES
St. John’s has many helping ministries – your help is needed!
Family Emergency Fund This fund is maintained for two
purposes: to provide confidential financial help to
families in crisis, and to serve as an ongoing fund for
funeral lunches. Helping Hands Fund This fund was established to
assist in community emergencies or disasters. The intent is that
Council or our Pastors would have ready access to these monies
for quick distribution, and then the congregation would be
asked to replenish the fund.
Heart of St. John’s This helping ministry provides non-financial services
for those in need, such as meals or rides to doctor’s
appointments. It is run by the Social Ministry committee. There is
always a need for volunteers to provide these ongoing services for our
members. Please contact Shirley McIlvried if you are interested.
Deborah Ministry This ministry provides a welcoming gift & a meal to
families with new babies. Barb Harris & Dawn Andersson handle this
joyful work. If you know of a family with a recent new addition, please
contact the church office. We don’t like to miss anyone!

Preschool Panorama
Our children are learning how God has blessed
us and how thankful we should be. We will also learn
about pilgrims, Indians, and turkeys.
The 2’s are learning to listen and share while having fun. The art
projects help them learn about Fall and Thanksgiving.
The 3’s are learning how to stop, drop, and roll at Highland Fire
Hall, as well as exploring the fire trucks. They are learning to interact
with their classmates and to work as a group. They are starting to learn
how to use scissors and recognize their names when printed. The
children will make their own version of a Thanksgiving dinner – jelly
(and peanut butter if they can eat it) sandwiches and homemade apple
sauce.
The 4’s also are learning about Native Americans and their
language and culture. They are working on sight words, the alphabet,
and numbers.
The pre-kindergarten classes will learn about dinosaurs, hibernation, and alligators in science. We’ll also
make a vermicomposting (warm farm). They’ll work on
the letters P, H, V and D, and think of all their blessings
for which they are thankful.

Pork Dinner A-Plenty

The Staff at St. John’s

thought it would be a nice idea to keep
Sat., November 10, 2012
all its members up-to-date with the
at St. Paul Evangelical
latest “developments” going on
Lutheran Church,
10301 Walter Road
with the members of our congregation.
(North Park) from 4 – 7 p.m.
Below is a list of what’s happened in
Call Barb Pollitt for tickets
October, 2012 of church life!
by November 3, 2012 at 412630-8667 or 724-935-2839.
Baptism of Elsa Hayden
Tickets: Adult - $10.00;
on 10/7
Age 6 to 10 - $5.00
Funeral for Richard Zunic (NM)
Age 5 & Under – Free.
on 10/10
Tickets also available at the
door. Proceeds will benefit
Wedding of Melissa & Josh Lucic
SPELC projects.
(NM) on 10/13

NOVEMBER 2012 Assisting Schedule

NOVEMBERBER 2012 Assisting Schedule
ACOLYTES

8 a.m.

10:30 a.m.

5:30 p.m.

GREETERS
8 a.m.
November 4 Dan & Rosina Maljak

10:30 a.m.
John & Andrea Miller

November 11 Bill & Betty Jones

Carol Sperandeo, Millie Haas

November 4 Abby Miller

Kailey Burke

11/3 Taylor Tusa

November 11 Nina Ruffolo

Cindy Padgett

November 18 Brian & Heidi Miller

Jim Cislon, Matt Curran

November 18 Mike Trauman

Rachel Haas

11/10 Brandon
Visconti
11/17 Sam Skirpan

November 25 Sam Falck, Tom Nardina

Doug Hull, Jean Martz

November 25 Zach Gibson

Sydney Hanna

11/24 Mikey
Emory

Alternates:

DEACONS

8 a.m.

November 4 Beth & Lee Fischer
November 11 Howard McIlvried,
Dan Maljak
November 18 Eric Kofmehl,
Linda Falck
November 25 Tom Beilstein,
Curt Soergel

10:30 a.m.

Dawn Andersson, Dottie Winner

ASST. MIN.

5:30 p.m.

Cheri Heeter,
Mac McIlvried
Doug Hull, John Miller

11/3 Laurie Volpe

Jeff Maltz,
Cathy Coudriet

11/17 Curt Soergel

Mary Pat Jackson,
Jeff Maltz

11/24 Bill Diehm Sr.

8 a.m.

November 4 Sam Baling
November 11 Betsy Fackler

11/10 Peggy Tusa

November 18 Sue Diehm

10:30 a.m.

5:30 p.m.

Brian & Bob Miller,
Jerry Cronenweth, Gene Modic

Cathy Coudriet,
John Miller

11/3 Bill Crawford

November Tom Beilstein, Curt Soergel,
Bill Crawford, Harold Brandt
11

Ron & Laura Coombs

11/10 Ted
Oczypok

November Kent & Jim Bruggeman,
Tom Nardina, Sam Falck,
18

Stephen & William
Tjader

11/17
Curt Soergel

November Gail Polosky, Eric Kofmehl,
Joseph Ulomi,
25

Mac & Paula McIlvried

11/24
Jennifer Singleton

USHERS

Jeremy Fowkes

Rosina & Dan Maljak

November 25 Drew Leister

LECTORS
8:00 a.m.
November 4 Sam Baling

8 a.m.

November
4

Jane & Bob Robertson

10:30 a.m.
Laurie Volpe

November 11 Stefen Boehringer Jeff Maltz
November 18 Curt Soergel

Doug Hull

November 25 Brian Miller

Katie Jones

KIDS CORNER
10:30 a.m.
November 4 Nick & Laura Lankes,
Youth
November 11 Jean Martz, Youth
November 18
November 25

Laura & Nick Lankes,
Youth
Dawn Andersson,
Youth

Kids Corner is
offered at the
second service on
Sunday mornings
for children up to
First Grade in the
daycare room.

“FRIDGE FACTS”

“FRIDGE FACTS”

(This page made especially for placing on your refrigerator.)

(This page made especially for placing on your refrigerator.)

Winter Clothing Collection for the Children of Romania
Four years ago I went on a mission trip to Bucharest, Romania where our
mission team taught a week long summer Bible school to children of
Romania. We worked with the Phillip House Foundation of Bucharest which
is a day care for ghetto, impoverished children. I was able complete this
mission trip, in part, because of the blessing of a generous donation from St.
John’s. It was truly a life changing experience. Each year a Western PA
mission team takes a week long summer Bible school program to 60
children. Over the past 10 years, the mission team members have witnessed,
firsthand, the growth and enrichment that this
summer Bible camp has brought to the lives of
these children. Today, I volunteer with 4SCOR
(For Serving Children of Romania), which
ministers to Romanian children through
relationship building, evangelism, prayer and
financial support via the Phillip House
Foundation. Each year in December, 4SCOR
takes Christmas gifts and celebrates the birth of
Christ with the children. This year we are also
collecting new winter hats, gloves, socks and
scarves for older children and young adults
ages 16-24. The recipients are children of broken homes, who have been
abandoned by one or both parents to the care of an older sibling and who
often live without heat, running water or food. These children attend the day
care of the Phillip House where they learn about the teachings of Jesus
Christ, receive food, clothing, health care & help with their homework in a
safe environment. Please consider donating these items to Children of
Romania.
You may leave your donations (October 14- November 14) in the box marked
“Children of Romania” in the Narthex. Questions: For further information,
please contact Jackie Thobaben at 412-973-3995.
Thank you for your partnership in ministry!

Food Item
Of the Month
The N.H.C.O. Fishes Food Pantry & North
Boroughs Food Pantry need our food donations.
November—Baking Staples (oil, sugar, flour, etc.)
Toilet Paper, Toothpaste, Shampoo & Bar Soap are
always needed & appreciated.
Containers are in the coat room in the Narthex.

The price we pay to the food bank for
canned goods has gone up dramatically in
recent weeks. Unfortunately that effects the
amount of canned and boxed items we have for
folks who come to the food pantry to select
from on their visit. Consider holding a drive to
collect canned and boxed food items at your
office, children’s daycare or school, your
community or civic group, your next event, an
upcoming dinner party, or at church. If it makes
it easier, you can call us to arrange a pick up after the food drive is
complete. Our pantry is entering its busiest season- nearly 1000 food
insecure individuals can be expected to visit our pantry every month
especially during the winter months. Anything you can do to help with
a food drive would be most appreciated by each of those 1000 people.
Feel free to email or call for more information to arrange a pick
up Jay.poliziani@ncmin.org 412 323 1170 or 412 323 1163.

Its our 20th Year! As we proudly begin our 20th

year as a North Hills-based band of volunteers who love to
share their love of music with our community, we need to
thank you so much for your loyal support of The North
Suburban Symphonic Band! As we move into our next 20
years, keep in mind there are many ways to support us:
 Attend our concerts - and bring 20 or 30 of your closest friends!
 Hang our flyers around town or your office
 Buy an advertisement in our concert programs
 Use Social Media, i.e., Facebook and LinkedIn
Day of Giving donations online October 3, 2012 - pittsburghgives.org
Our theme for this season is, Be Our Guest! Each concert will host
amazing guest artists:
-Oct. 28, 2012 Elaine Lucas-Evans-Astronomer from Carnegie Science Center
-December 12, 2012 Church of the Assumption Choir - Bellevue, PA
-March 9, 2013 Sean Desguin (Our Assistant Conductor) - Tuba Soloist
-May 5, 2013 William Caballero and Howard Hillyer, current and past
principal French horns of the Pittsburgh Symphony Orchestra - as well as
the World Premier of Revenge by Pittsburgh composer, Michael Abelson.
For further information about the North Suburban Symphonic Band, our
history, our concerts or opportunities to join the band, please visit
nssband.org Please - BE OUR GUEST this year - for our best season yet!
Warmest regards, Melissa Tsaggaris Corso,

Promotions Committee, Chair

CHRISTIAN LITERACY UPDATE
Greetings from Christian Literacy, St. John’s Literacy Mission to the World,
headquartered in the “Second Floor Apartment” since 1975. Staff: Dr. Bill and
Linda Kofmehl, Chris and Jennie Ebner, and a host of volunteers. Call 412-3643777. Websites: www.christianliteracy.com and www.literacyempowers.com
Christian Literacy continues to reach out locally, nationally, and internationally from the second
floor "apartment" - If you would like to "see the Doctor", please call 412-364-3777.

CHRISTIAN LITERACY NEWSLETTER IS NOW AVAILABLE BY EMAIL! Our latest
newsletter went into the post office last week, but you can obtain a copy simply by
calling "Dr. Bill" at 412-364-3777 and asking that it be sent to your email address. (Or
send your email address to drliteracy@aol.com and request the newsletter).
Oakland Academy of Reading is open and available to help children improve their
basic reading skills. Reading Specialist Rebecca (Kofmehl) Pirone, director of the
Academy, offers the same type of professional assistance available in the "commercial
learning centers" , but on a reduced and sliding scale cost basis. Private tutoring, small
group tutoring, professional testing, neighborhood outreach, and training of parents and
community volunteers can now be made available. If you know of someone who might
be interested in such services, contact Dr. Bill at 412-364-3777. The Academy is located on Dawson Street in South Oakland, one block off the Blvd of the Allies (just before
the bridge to Schenley Park).
St. John's is now available as a daytime professional tutoring site. A limited # of
"slots" for professional reading tutoring are now available on Tuesdays (10 to 4) at the
Christian Literacy Office at St. John's. We suggest this specifically for Kindergartenage youngsters whose parents can bring them for a session during the hours they are
not in Kindergarten. As always, we are able to train parents to work with their own
children (at no charge). Call Dr. Bill at 412-364-3777 for further information.
"Bridge-to-English" draft to be tested with the children of immigrants in
Canonsburg. The Bridge to English materials (prepared by Jennie Ebner of CLA's
staff) will enable our tutors to better meet the needs of those desiring English as a
second Language assistance.
Little Rock Christian Literacy Program tutors 34 inner-city youngsters this
summer. Carol, our contact with the "STEP" children's program reported on successful
tutoring of "at-risk" children referred by their public school teachers. The schools would
like for tutoring to continue during the school year inside the school, but know that is not
possible due to the Bible content in the materials I explained to Carol about "released
time" programs and after-school programs that can provide help to the students, while
also continuing to present the Gospel message.
RECYCLE FOR READING PROJECT: Thank you for continuing to supply us with
used ink jet and toner cartridges, along with discarded cell phones. We have received
nearly $1000 through this recycling program due to the assistance of churches and
Christian organizations.
UNITED WAY DESIGNATIONS CAN HELP SUPPORT CHRISTIAN LITERACY'S
MODEL PROGRAM:
For those of you who will soon be asked to contribute to United Way at work, you can
designate Allegheny County Literacy Council, Inc. (C.L.A.'s model program) by using
the "Contributor Choice Number --- 2146". We very much appreciate all of you who
made the "choice" in prior years. Share facts about this ministry with your coworkers. We might be able to be of assistance to them, and they definitely could be of
help in continuing the literacy work for its 38th year. www.christianliteracy.com
Is your child having problems with basic reading skills? Christian Literacy staff members
will be happy to discuss the situation with you. Want to be trained to work with your own
child in improving basic reading skills? Call 412-364-3777 and talk to Dr. Bill. As always,
training of tutors is free, as always.

HOW ARE YOU?
Our automatic response to this greeting is often “Just
fine, thanks” or “Pretty good”. As we speak those
words, however, sometimes we don’t feel fine at all.
We may be troubled by health issues, family or work
problems, or everyday stresses of life. Sharing these
concerns and/or having prayer with another Christian
can be of help. Each Sunday, between the 8 & 10:30
a.m. worship services, one of our St. John’s Stephen Ministers is
available near the balcony steps. Please stop by to say hello, and know
that you are welcome to tell us how you really are.

Cumberland Kids
3:45-5:45 p.m. on Wednesdays

This program is open to all 2nd through 8th graders.
The program will consist of recreation and activities in
our new gym, help with homework, plus a meal.
The cost per student is $1 per week.
Register your child now!
Please contact the church office for a registration
form and more details.
sjlutheran@verizon.net or at 412-364-1606

