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“ON EAGLES WINGS”
St. John’s Lutheran Church of Highland is a
Christ-centered, multi-generational
community; welcoming and uniting diverse
individuals; helping each to find their place;
growing and strengthening one another’s
faith; supporting each other in times of need; and energizing all for
service, witness, and benevolence in our congregation, our
community, the greater church, and the world at large.
I don’t know how many of you know it, but this is actually the
mission statement of our congregation, and in my opinion it is a
pretty good one! Over the past year I have been doing some
educational work and focusing on how we might be better able to
reach the needs of individuals with special needs. As I have researched I was surprised to find that 1 in 5 Americans lives with
some kind of a disability. This is a very high statistic and it made
me ponder not only who we were missing, but how we might
make a better effort to not only welcome those who have a special
need but also minister to those with special needs more effectively
and create opportunities for ministry for them as well.
One of the first things that we can certainly do is to educate people
within our own church family about our need to be sensitive to the fact
that there are more and more families out there who have
children or family members with special needs. For some, it may be
hard to sit still because they are dealing with an attention deficit
disorder and have hyperactivity associated with that as well. For others
being bombarded by loud noises might make them unsettled. Other
people sometimes have sensory issues and have a need for tactile
environments and stimulation such as chewing to help them feel safe
and comfortable. These are just a few examples of the kinds of things
that people within our society are dealing with in their everyday lives.
Yet the church thankfully continues to remain a place where all are
welcome. As a result, we need to be intentional about smiling and
engaging and showing hospitality, and resist frowning and staring and
judging something that we may not know or understand.
We are all in this together, and when we are able to all come
together as the Body of Christ, what a beautiful body it is indeed!
We are all loved by God and we all have something to share.
We are all in need of God as well, and as a result we all come to the
church to be fed and nourished. St. John’s of Highland has been
blessed to be known as a welcoming place! In the days ahead let us
continue to work together to build on this great gift that
we have been given!
Soli Deo Gloria! (To God alone be the glory!) Pastor Kari Smail
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RECYCLE TO HELP THE
BUILDING FUND
The senior high youth group
is continuing to collect cell
phones, along with Inkjet and
laser cartridges. So far we
have earned over $800. This project will
continue as long as members of the church
bring in items. Any recyclable items can be
brought to the youth room or church office.
Thank you for all of your support.

Food Item
Of the Month
The N.H.C.O. Fishes Food
Pantry & North Boroughs Food Pantry
need our food donations.
March—Crackers of any kind!
Toilet Paper, Toothpaste, Shampoo &
Bar Soap are always needed &
appreciated. Containers are in the coat
room in the Narthex.

St. John’s Stampers
will be getting together to
“THINK SPRING” on
Saturday, March 2nd from 9 a.m. until
Noon. The groundhog said spring would
be early and we want to be ready. Come
join us. There will be several cards/projects ready for you
to complete and plenty of supplies and ideas for you to
create on your own if you prefer. Cost is $5/person to
help defray the cost of materials.
Questions? Contact Betsy at 724-935-1321 or
pdfeaf@zoominternet.net

ST. JOHN’S STAFF MEMBERS:
William B. Diehm, Senior Pastor
Kari B. Smail, Associate Pastor
Ron Baling, Dir. of Contemporary Music
Ryan Murphy, Organist /Choir Director
Mike Conti, Saturday Accompanist
Debbie Sandherr, Office Manager
Barb Eback, Office Assistant & Accounts Receivable Clerk
Amy Beacha, Office Assistant
Pat Hartman, Director of St. John’s Preschool
Gene Kesner, Sexton
Dawn Andersson, Director of Volunteer Ministry
Linda Meyerdierks, Youth Ministry Coordinator
Christina Huffmyer, Accounts Payable Clerk
Laura Coombs, Chief Financial Officer
Nick Ross, Media & Technology Volunteer
STAFF COVENANT: We will partner to enhance each other’s

ministries, honor each person’s gifts, care for one another and
communicate God’s word and love.

Preschool Panorama
Our preschoolers are looking forward to
SPRING so they can play on our
playground. Even mothers will say,
“Are you going out today?” It helps get
rid of some of the children’s excess energy.
We all love St. Patrick’s Day with leprechaun tricks and finding
something green to wear.
The 2½ year olds (two classes of 10 and 9) are having fun even
without their moms. They are enjoying various art media through
art activities.
The 3 year olds are learning about weather, shapes and are
continuing with the alphabet and numbers.
The 4 year olds will study the five senses and continue with the
alphabet. They will also visit the Latodami Nature Center in North
Park to observe maple sugaring.
The pre-kindergarten classes are practicing writing letters & numbers,
developing patterns and learning about good health and safety.

Enjoy the spring weather!

North Hills Community Outreach MARCH 2013
N.H.C.O. is now on Facebook. Become a fan today!’
N.H.C.O. seeking for Senior Companions for County program—Are you 55 or older?
Are you interested in helping vulnerable older adults by visiting them in their homes?
Are you able to serve between 15 and 40 hours per week? Become a Senior Companion for North Hills Community Outreach’s Faith in Action program! Senior Companions receive a small stipend, meal allowance, free monthly training, camaraderie and
the satisfaction of helping people in need. Senior Companions must meet certain income guidelines. Please contact Nancy at 412-307-0069 or nljones@nhco.org for information and details on the next orientation.
Free Tax Prep—North Hills Community Outreach - North Boroughs Office is a site for
Free Tax Return Preparation for the Allegheny County Department of Human services.
To qualify, your 2012 income was up to $40,000 if filing jointly or up to $20,000 if filing
as an individual. Appointments are available Monday and Tuesday afternoons through
April 15. Call (412) 307-0069 to make an appointment. N.H.C.O. North Boroughs, Second Floor, AGH Suburban Hospital - 100 S. Jackson Ave, Bellevue.
Mini-Masters Mini Golf Tournament—N.H.C.O.’s 12th annual Mini Masters Mini Golf
Tournament will be May 16 at Neville Island. Rolling Golf start at 5 p.m., silent auction,
buffet dinner, and prizes! $45 single player, $175 for foursome. Contact Robyn at 412307-0069 or rlshumway@nhco.org, or download a registration form at nhco.org.
N.H.C.O. Pasta Dinner—N.H.C.O.’s 7th annual Pasta Dinner will be held April 12 from
4:30-7:30 p.m. in the Millvale Community Center, 416 Lincoln Avenue, Pittsburgh PA,
15209. Eat in or take out. Tix are $8 in advance until April 11, $10 at the door. Pasta,
choice of sauce, salad, bread , dessert, and live entertainment by local singersongwriter Slim Forsythe! Call 412-487-6316 opt 2.
Spring Share Collection—N.H.C.O. is collecting baskets, new small toys,
candy, juice boxes, and snack-size treats for Spring Share baskets to distribute to families in need. Gift cards (grocery and department store) and
financial donations are also appreciated. Please contact Vicki at
vdburst@nhco.org or 412-487-6316 option 1.
Garden seeking compost, seeds—The N.H.C.O. garden, which raises organic vegetables for distribution at our two food pantries, needs already-broken down compost for
our new children’s garden beds and packets of seeds. To donate, or find out more
about volunteering in the garden, contact Rosie at rmwise@nhco.org or call 412-3070069.
Highmark Walk—N.H.C.O. is a participating charity in the Highmark Walk for a Healthy
Community May 18 at Stage AE, North Side. For information and to register to walk,
visit www.walkforahealthycommunity.org.
Ask the Attorney—North Hills Community Outreach offers free legal advice through the
Ask the Attorney program. Upcoming dates are the following Wednesdays from 7-9 p.m. :
March 13, N.H.C.O. Millvale; April 10, N.H.C.O. North Boroughs at AGH Suburban in Bellevue; May 8, N.H.C.O. Allison Park. To register or for more info, contact Harriet at
hzgibbs@nhco.org or 412-487-6316 option 2.
Contact: Jennifer Kissel, Director of Communications, N.H.C.O., 1975 Ferguson
Road, Allison Park, PA 15101, 412-487-6316, opt. 1, x. 3112, www.nhco.org

Financially Speaking
MARCH 2013
Income:
January Actual
January Budget
Gain

$ 48,632.07
$ 46,780.58
$ 1,851.49

YTD Actual
YTD Budget
Gain

$ 48,632.07
$ 46,780.58
$ 1,851.49

We would like to thank the
congregation for their support
in ending 2012 on
a positive note.

RECYCLE=READING
The Christian Literacy
Associates office at St. John’s is
collecting used cell phones,
Laser Jet Cartridges and Inkjet
Cartridges. These will be
recycled and a donation
will be obtained for our
Christian Literacy
Ministry.
Call 412-364-3777
if you have any questions.

Candle & Flower Openings for MARCH
Please call the church office if you would like to have one of these
weeks. Remember: there are 2 openings for the flowers each week
@$15 per vase & 3 openings for the candle each week @$3 each.
Candle

Flower

March 3—3 openings

March 3—1 opening

March 10—2 openings

March 10—2 openings

March 17—1 opening

March 17—0 openings

March 24—2 openings

March 24—0 openings

March 31—3 openings

March 31—0 openings

The Staff at St. John’s …
...thought it would be a nice idea to keep all its members
up-to-date with the latest “developments” going on with
the members of our congregation. Below is a list of what’s
happened in February 2013 of church life!
************

Liam Ethan George was baptized on February 3, 2013
Jackson Hartley Mitchell was baptized on Feb. 10, 2013

OPENING NEW DOORS

MAKING CHRIST KNOWN

For your convenience, we have placed our
"Opening New Doors" special offering envelope
in the church pews. They replace the Step
Forward in Faith envelopes for the purpose of
contributing to our Capital Campaign.
You will see that these envelopes are marked
specifically for mortgage contributions. Our
mortgage on the new addition is $11,000
per month. If you have not made a pledge,
and would like to contribute, every gift matters!
Thank you for your ongoing stewardship & generosity.

Watch each
Sunday’s
church
bulletin for
good news
about the growing
stewardship life of our
congregation, as we
share our time, talent
and treasure to
“Make Christ Known”

“QUOTE”
of the Month

“When you get to
you wit’s end,
you’ll find God
lives there!”
~ Anonymous

OPENING NEW DOORS -Utilization of Funds – Priority
1. Monthly Mortgage
Payment-$10,600.00
2. Monthly Utilities – Maintenance
& Insurance, $3,400.00
3. Replenish Debt Service Fund
Reserve to $65,000
4. Accelerate Payment of Mortgage

OPENING NEW DOORS

MAKING CHRIST KNOWN

Volunteer Orientations - Anna is 88 years old and lives with her dog. She
needs a little help with grocery shopping and enjoys talking -- she has some
great stories to share! ...There are so many seniors like Anna all over
Allegheny County who need a little help to stay independent in their homes.
Just one hour of your time, once a week or once a month can mean the world to a
senior. Many area seniors need friendly, caring volunteers to help with yard
work, grocery shopping, providing transportation to a medical appointment, or
just a friendly phone call or visit. Open Your Heart to a Senior is committed to
helping seniors live safely and independently in their own homes throughout
Allegheny County.
Upcoming orientation dates:
March 5 at 10:30 a.m. –UPMC Lighthouse Pointe, 500 Chapel Harbor Drive,
Fox Chapel, 15238
March 6 at 6 p.m. –Family Services of Western PA, 6401 Penn Ave., 2nd Floor,
East Liberty, 15206
March 9 at 1 p.m. –Family Services of Western PA, 6401 Penn Ave., 2nd Floor,
East Liberty, 15206
March 19 at 9:30 a.m. – AGH Suburban General Hospital, 2nd Floor Cafeteria,
100 S. Jackson Avenue, Bellevue, PA 15202
Safety for Seniors will conduct FREE Home Safety Checks
Trained Safety for Seniors volunteers with Open Your Heart to a Senior conduct
a brief but thorough FREE home safety assessment using a written checklist
making recommendations for family members to adjust/remove potential
hazards. They install smoke alarms (if needed) and leave seniors with a bag of
safety items, like a flashlight and fresh batteries, a bath mat, night light and other
helpful items. After the check has been completed seniors qualify for either a
free grab bar or an indoor railing installed at no charge. For information, please
contact Cathy Pschirer 412-307-0069 at North Hills Community Outreach.
Safety for Seniors Training Day will be March 9, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. – Family
Services of Western PA, 6401 Penn Ave., 2nd Floor, East Liberty, 15206. For
more information on orientations and trainings, visit openyourhearttoasenior.org,
call 412-307-0071 or toll-free at 866-467-0888, or email seniors@nhco.org.
About Open Your Heart to a Senior—O.Y.H.S. is a signature initiative of the
United Way of Allegheny County; Family Services and North Hills Community
Outreach are the leading partners and other partners include AGEWELL, Blind
and Vision Rehabilitation, Centers for Health Hearts and Souls, Interfaith
Volunteer Caregivers of SWPA, and Lutheran Service Society. Together these
organizations have 400-plus volunteers providing non-medical care for seniors to
help them live safely and independently in their own homes for as long as
possible.
An Initiative of United Way of Allegheny, County in cooperation with Fa.m.ily Services of
Western PA & N.H.C.O. Contact: Jennifer Kissel, Director of Communications, North Hills
Community Outreach, 1975 Ferguson Road, Allison Park, PA 15101. 412-487-6316, opt. 1,
x. 3112 www.nhco.org

OUR HELPING MINISTRIES
St. John’s has many helping ministries – your help is needed!
Family Emergency Fund This fund is maintained for two
purposes: to provide confidential financial help to
families in crisis, and to serve as an ongoing fund for
funeral lunches. Helping Hands Fund This fund was established to
assist in community emergencies or disasters. The intent is that
Council or our Pastors would have ready access to these monies
for quick distribution, and then the congregation would be
asked to replenish the fund.
Heart of St. John’s This helping ministry provides non-financial services for those in need, such as meals or rides to doctor’s
appointments. It is run by the Social Ministry committee. There is
always a need for volunteers to provide these ongoing services for
our members. Please contact Shirley McIlvried if you are interested.
Deborah Ministry This ministry provides a welcoming gift & a meal
to families with new babies. Barb Harris & Dawn Andersson handle
this joyful work. If you know of a family with a recent new addition,
please contact the church office. We don’t like to miss anyone!

YOUTH CHOIR!
St. John’s Youth Choir has started
again! We are meeting on most Sundays,
after the 10:30 service in the Lower West
Wing around 11:45 a.m. and will stay until
12:30 p.m.. We begin each time with a
snack and then have some fun singing silly
songs, as well as preparing to sing at
church sometimes! Even if you haven’t
sang with us in the past, you can join us at
any time! If you have any questions,
please see Pastor Kari.
ALL YOUTH WELCOME!

Senior High (9th-12th grade) Youth News

AND
Holy K.O.W.S. (6th-8th grade) Youth News

AND
God Squad (1st-5th grade) Youth
ALL YOUTH GROUPS!
Come join the Celebration! Year of the Snake
Lunar New Year Celebration! Sunday, March 10th
following the 10:30 a.m. service in Highland Hall,
Hope to see you there!
Sr. High Youth and Holy K.O.W.S.
We are looking for Youth to help with the
Children's Good Friday Event on Friday, March
29th at 9 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. in Highland Hall.
Please email Pastor Kari at kbsmail1@verizon.net
or Linda Meyerdierks at lmmeyers@zoominternet.net

If you are available to help with the Event.
God Squad
Children’s Good Friday Event (3 year olds through
3rd grade) March 29th starting at 9:30am and ends
at 11am. Meet in Highland Hall. Please email
Pastor Kari at kbsmail1@verizon.net
If you have any questions or concerns.

CHRISTIAN LITERACY UPDATE-March 2013
Christian Literacy, St. John’s Literacy Mission to the World, has been
headquartered in the “Second Floor Apartment” since 1975. Staff:
Dr. Bill and Linda Kofmehl, Chris and Jennie Ebner, Rebecca
Pirone, and a host of volunteers. Call 412-364-3777. Websites:
www.christianliteracy.com and www.literacyempowers.com
Christian Literacy continues to reach out locally, nationally, and internationally from the
second floor "apartment" - If you would like to "see the Doctor", call 412-364-3777
ON THE ROAD -- Dr. Bill and Linda Kofmehl met with the 88 year old founder
of the Lee County Literacy Council (Ft. Myers, Florida) in mid-Feb., and also with
the Early Learning Coalition that assists parents of pre-schoolers. We look forward to
a continuing relationship with groups and churches in this area of the country.

HOW ARE YOU?
Our automatic response to this greeting is often “Just
fine, thanks” or “Pretty good”. As we speak those
words, however, sometimes we don’t feel fine at all.
We may be troubled by health issues, family or work
problems, or everyday stresses of life. Sharing these
concerns and/or having prayer with another Christian
can be of help. Each Sunday, between the 8 & 10:30
a.m. worship services, one of our St. John’s Stephen Ministers is
available near the balcony steps. Please stop by to say hello, and know
that you are welcome to tell us how you really are.

CHALLENGE FUND (Update: more than $2,000 has been received toward this
project)-- two former St. John's members have set up a Challenge fund to assist
Christian Literacy. Contributions up to a total of $24,000 will be matched by this
couple. Christian Literacy does not receive any funding from government sources due
to its use of Bible-content materials. Most foundations are closed to us for the same
reason. Any assistance toward the Challenge would be very much appreciated. Call
Dr. Bill (412-364-3777) for further information. All contributions are, of course, tax
deductible.
Oakland Academy of Reading is open and available to help children improve
their basic reading skills. Reading Specialist Rebecca (Kofmehl) Pirone, director of
the Academy, offers the same type of professional assistance available in the
"commercial learning centers" , but on a reduced and sliding scale cost basis. Private
tutoring, small group tutoring, professional testing, neighborhood outreach, and
training of parents and community volunteers can now be made available. If you know
of someone who might be interested in such services, contact Dr. Bill at
412-364-3777. The Academy is located on Dawson Street in South Oakland, one block
off the Blvd of the Allies (just before the bridge to Schenley Park).
St. John's is now available as a daytime professional reading tutoring site. A
limited number of "slots" for professional reading tutoring can be scheduled on
Tuesdays (10 to 4) at the Christian Literacy Office at St. John's. We suggest this
specifically for "at-risk" Kindergarten-age youngsters whose parents can bring them
for a session during the hours they are not in Kindergarten. Remember, we are always
able to train parents to work with their own children (at no charge). Call Dr. Bill at
412-364-3777 for further information.
RECYCLE FOR READING PROJECT : Thank you for continuing to supply us with
used ink jet and toner cartridges, along with discarded cell phones. We have received
nearly $1000 through this recycling program due to the assistance of churches and
Christian organizations.
Is your child having problems with basic reading skills? Christian Literacy staff members will
be happy to discuss the situation with you. Want to be trained to work with your own child in
improving basic reading skills? Call 412-364-3777 and talk to Dr. Bill. .
As always, training of tutors is free.

Cumberland Kids
3:45-5:45 p.m. on Wednesdays

This program is open to all 2nd through 8th graders.
The program will consist of recreation and activities in
our new gym, help with homework, plus a meal.
The cost per student is $1 per week.
Register your child now!
Please contact the church office for a registration
form and more details.
sjlutheran@verizon.net or at 412-364-1606

St. John’s Golf League will begin play on Monday

April 8th (weather permitting). All golfers are
welcome. This group meets every Monday at
Pittsburgh North Golf Course April through September.
We meet between 4:30 and 5:00. The main purpose of
this league is to have fun. If you would like more
information you can contact Jan or Walt Treser: phone
724-687-0545 or email wtreser@zoominternet.net.

OPPORTUNITIES FOR SERVICE
WE NEED VOLUNTEERS
for all worship assisting positions.
We need ushers, greeters, lectors,
deacons, assistant ministers &
ESPECIALLY kid’s corner staff!!
Please call 412-364-1606 if you are
interested. Thank you for
considering this call to ministry!

AS A REMINDER,

Children’s Good Friday Program
March 29, 2013 from 9:30 – 11:00 a.m.
St. John’s Lutheran Church of Highland
Hear the Story of the Passion
Make a Craft
Have a Snack
Finish with an Easter egg hunt

WE HAVE MANY GROUPS
USING THE CHURCH,
PLEASE, KEEP IN MIND THE
SECURITY OF THE BUILDING.

Ages 3 through 3rd grade, Parents are welcome to stay.

ALWAYS LOCK
THE DOORS!!

********************************************************************

WHETHER OR NOT YOU
THINK SOMEONE IS IN THE
BUILDING! THANK YOU!

YEAR OF THE SNAKE

LUNAR NEW YEAR (4711) CELEBRATION
Hosted by St. John’s Lutheran Church & Saley, Aimee and Christine Adams
St. Johns family and friends are invited to come and have fun while learning
about how another culture celebrates the Lunar New Year!

Lunar New Year Festivities American-style!

The fun will include Food, a Chinese auction, a children’s dragon
parade, a children’s lion dance, cultural stories, crafts, games and
activities for all ages, and much more!

Registration is required
Child’s Name ________________________Age _______
Child’s Name ________________________Age _______
Child’s Name ________________________Age _______
Child’s Name ________________________Age _______
Child’s Name ________________________Age _______
Parents Name ________________________Phone # _____________
Allergies/Special Needs:

_________________________________________________
__________________________________________

DATE: Sunday, March 10th
TIME: 12:15 - 3:15 p.m.
PLACE: Highland Hall
DONATION: Free will offering
If you have any questions, please call or email
Chris Adams @ mom2divas@msn.com / 412-548-3602
or Linda Meyerdierks @ lmmeyers@zoominternet.net / 724-772-0024

THE ANNUAL LENTEN BOX COLLECTION
this year will be used for clothing and shoes for the children at Glade
Run Lutheran Services. ‘Boxes will be handed out to the congregation
on February 17 and 24. Social Ministry Committee will be requesting
matching funds from Thrivent Financial for Lutherans.

EASTER SUNRISE BREAKFAST

EASTER FLOWERS

Join us for breakfast in Highland Hall
Easter Morning. The Fellowship Committee
will be serving egg casseroles, fresh fruit, pastries, cereal, juice and hot beverages. Serving
time will be from 7:30 a.m. until 8:30 a.m.
The cost is $4.00 per person, children 2 and under free.
Please R.S.V.P. by Thurs., March 28, 2013
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The Priscilla Guild will decorate the church with
flowers for Easter Sunday. These flowers are
donated to honor or memorialize loved ones.
The cost is $13.00. Please return the tear-off
to the church office with a separate check.

EASTER BREAKFAST - R.S.V.P. by Thurs., March 28, 2013

Name

NAME

In honor of

---------------------------------------------------

EASTER FLOWERS – DUE MONDAY, MARCH 25, 2013

AMOUNT ENCLOSED
In memory of

Holy Week Worship

March 28- Maundy Thursday,
Holy Communion -Noon & 7:30 p.m.
March 29 – Good Friday,
Children’s Program - 9:30 a.m.
Reading of the St. John’s Passion and Stabat Mater
by Pergolesi- Pastors Diehm & Smail, soloists
Noon & 7:30 p.m.
March 30–Easter Vigil,
Candlelight Holy Commuion-7:30 p.m.
March 31 – Festival of the Resurrection of Our Lord
Sunrise Holy Communion-6:30 a.m.
Easter Breakfast-7:30 a.m.
Festive Holy Communion-8:30 a.m.
Contemporary Holy Communion -10:30 a.m.

Amount Enclosed $
(This year, we would ask that you please do not bring the flowers home
with you after worship services, so that the gardening group might plant
them around the church to beautify the property. Thank you!)

Thank you so much to
Pastor Bill & Pastor Kari,
and all of our St. John’s
friends for your visits, calls, cards, gifts and meals
which you gave following my recent surgery.
Your care, concern, support, and especially, your
friendship, has made this recuperation process
so much easier and I am so grateful for all of you!
With deep gratitude, Marie Bosco

Dear St. Johns,
If only my Father were standing here,
like that magnificent oak tree that stands at the
entry to our church property, like a Sentinel, and could still talk, what marvelous
stories he would tell! Can you hear him now . . . .?
Wow, 50 years of being at St. John’s…that is longer than I am old!
As my Mother, Lorna, would say, “Everyone thinks your Father is a saint and
believe me he isn’t! Well, my response to that comment has to be now, “Well
Mom, he was pretty damn close!” Look, I am his greatest example of patience
and not judging . . . . I am still alive, and I have to admit I am VERY
IMPRESSED!
On Friday, I spoke with Debbie in the church office and said I didn’t
know how I could personally thank all of you for your words of comfort, your
words of strength, the wonderful memories shared with this congregation, and
our Pastors, both Kari and Bill, are truly amazing.
Saturday, I opened the 500th sympathy card and answered about 20
phone calls from this congregation. Wow, the number of people who care really
“blows me away.” All I can say is Thank you for letting my Father be such a
wonderful part of your lives. Thank you all for being part of ours!
God Bless,
Jamie Anderson, Ian & Aaron Highton, Jessie St. Onge & Ethan Oreszczryn

RECYCLE WITH ABITIBI: We have raised

approximately $1,405 towards the building fund and
saved over 160 cubic yards in our local landfills! In
June alone we recycled over 12,000 lbs. Keep up the
good work!! You never know what new life your
recycled paper will experience. Used newspapers can
be turned into recycled newsprint, paperboard and other recycled
products. Just bring your newspapers to the green and yellow Abitibi
Retriever® WE ACCEPT ALL: Newspaper, Magazines, Catalogs,
Mail, Envelopes, Folders, Fax & Copy Paper and Colored Paper.
NO ITEMS FROM THE BATHROOM or KITCHEN i.e.,
cereal boxes, cardboard, milk cartons, soda cartons or food cartons.
NO CARDBOARD, PHONE BOOKS AND NO TRASH PLEASE!!
TRASH CAN CONTAMINATE THE WHOLE BIN! PLEASE
REMOVE ANY PLASTIC BAGS THAT YOU MAY BRING THE
PAPER IN; ANY TYPE OF PLASTIC BAG WILL RUIN THE LOAD!!
Thank you!
OUR ABITIBI PAPER RECYCLING DUMPSTER IS NOW LOCATED IN THE
BACK PARKING LOT OF THE CHURCH! Thanks to all who donate!!

PITTSBURGH AREA LUTHERANS
are invited to volunteer at the

E.L.C.A. National Assembly
on August 12-17, 2013. Go NOW to the following link
and check out the possibilities for service.

www.micahscall.org/elca2013/
Join us for our annual event!!!!
GAME NIGHT!!
We will meet in Highland Hall on Friday,
March 22 at 7 p.m.
Anyone & everyone is invited—young & old!!
We’ll be playing board games, card games,
and any other games, please feel free to
bring your own, or just come to
socialize!!
Refreshments will be served.
Sponsored by the Somewhere In-betweener’s.
NO reservations are needed.
Questions? Contact Kay Roehlich at 412-366-0792 or
Suzanne Harlan at 412-366-3010.

5th Saturday worship with
Prayers for Healing
Join Us every “5th Saturday” in 2013!

The next date is March 30, 2013
We will include within our 5:30 p.m. liturgy,
a service of healing which includes the
option of laying on of hands and anointing with oil.
The service will continue our usual format of song, word and
Holy Communion, and emphasis will be placed on God’s
desire to make us whole as we gather and as we live our
lives at home and in the world.

The Congregation as Part of Social Ministry
The Social Ministry Committee would like to thank the congregation
for their support for the projects we sponsored in 2012. With your
help , we were able to provide the following:
North Side Common Ministries -- approximately $1200 in food,
12 shelter meals, a Fathers’ Day collection $600 dollars for the men’s
shelter, and 130 Christmas gifts for the children of food bank clients.
Glade Run -- a Lenten collection of $841 for children’s
clothing and shoes.
North Hills Community Outreach -- on- going donations of food,
purchase of citrus fruit, donations for utilities,
and donations of coats.
St. John’s-- meals and transportation for our members;
Bethlehem Haven Women’s shelter Mothers’ day collection of $610.
Grace’s closet -- clothing collections at approx. 1000 pounds.
The Greater Pittsburgh Food Bank--- piggy bank collection of about
$600.
We thank Thrivent for Lutherans for their one third match for North
Side Common Ministries and Glade Run collections.

Heritage Hospice, LLC
356 Freeport Street Suite 200
New Kensington, PA 15068
724-334-6600
As the warmer weather arrives, put
some SPRING back into your step
with a rewarding volunteer opportunity! Heritage Hospice, LLC is looking for individuals who would
like to share their time and talents with our patients and families
right here in the North Hills. The possibilities are endless for patient
volunteers – take your talents and put them to a special use! Our
office is located on Freeport Street in New Kensington, but traveling
is not required. We would love to have you join our team and make
a difference is someone’s life!
“It is not the magnitude of our actions, but the amount of love that is
put into them that matters”-Mother Teresa

STEWARDSHIP STEW
It’s Lent…a time of preparation, prayer and
promises. Promises to make some sacrifices; “give
things up”. How many times have friends or family
members asked: “what are you giving up for Lent?” We
usually pick something that takes real discipline, for that
makes up focus more on what Christ sacrificed for us. We pick something that we normally enjoy, so that giving it up produces real “grit”.
Or…we pick a bad habit to ditch and hope we can keep it at bay well after the Lenten season is over.
What if, instead of giving something up, we added something instead. Something good, of course. Here is a list of “for instances” to
consider:
I will not use any profanity during Lent…
Instead, I will take every opportunity to pay a compliment to a stranger or
lend a helping hand to a neighbor. I’ll bet the perceived need for
profanity will diminish.
I will stop biting my fingernails during Lent…
Instead, I will concentrate on using lotion and caring for my nails everyday. Your hands will look better and you’ll be reluctant to spoil the nails
with biting.
I will not eat any desserts or candy during Lent…
Instead, I will make an effort to include more fruits and vegetables in my
diet and make sure my family makes healthier choices as well. You will
feel better… honest! And you might notice a difference on the scale.
I will not yell at my kids, or snap at my husband during Lent…
Instead, I will replace anger with patience and freely give out hugs and
kisses to those who are truly God’s precious gifts to us. Catching family
members being good and complementing them makes the whole household happier.
I will not become irritated while driving my car or standing in line at the
grocery…
Instead, I will give courtesy to other drivers, help other shoppers unload their
cart onto the conveyer belt and say a “God bless you” and “have a nice day”
to the clerk and bagger. Grumpy feelings have a hard time penetrating your
day when you have a smile on your face.

Easter is such a joyous event. Prepare to greet that day with a
thankful and happy heart…oh, and by the way,
God bless you and have a great day!

MARCH 2013 Assisting Schedule

MARCH 2013 Assisting Schedule
ACOLYTES
March 3

8 a.m.
Nina Ruffolo

10:30 a.m.

5:30 p.m.

March 10

Mike Trauman

Lexi Hershberger Mar. 2
Drew Hunker
Emily Bovan
Mar. 9 B. Visconti

March 17

Zach Gibson

Sydney Hanna

March 24

Abby Miller

Melody Hull

March 31

6:30 a.m.
Nina Ruffolo
8:30 a.m.
Mike Trauman

Johnny Martin

DEACONS
March 3
March 10
March 17
March 24
March 31

USHERS

8 a.m.

Mar.16
Sam Skirpan
Mar.23
Hunter McDermot
Mar.28 7:30 p.m.
Mikey Emory
Mar.30 7:30 p.m.
Taylor Tusa

10:30 a.m.

Bob & Margie Miller

Mac McIlvried,
Cathy Coudriet
Beth & Lee Fischer
Jeff Maltz,
Pat Hartman
Curt Soergel,
Mary Pat Jackson,
Eric Kofmehl
Cathy Coudriet
Dan Maljak,
Doug Hull,
Howard McIlvried
Chris Lindberg
6:30 a.m. Eric Kofmehl, Jeff Maltz,
Linda Falck
Cheri Heeter
8:30 a.m. Tom Beilstein,
Bob Miller
8 a.m.

10:30 a.m.
Doug Hull, Carol Sperandeo

March 10

Mary Ethel Hague, Sam Falck

John & Andrea Miller

March 17

Bill & Betty Jones

Jim Cislon, Matt Curran

March 24

Brian & Heidi Miller

Sue Carr, Dawn Andersson

March 31

6:30 a.m. D & R Maljak
8:30 a.m. G & F Bankowski
Doris Hodgkiss, Shirley Brunner

Roger & Jan McQuaid

Alternates:

Mar. 2
Marcie Emory
Mar.9
Curt Soergel
Mar. 16
Jeff Maltz
Mar. 23
Chris Lindberg
Mar. 30 7:30 p.m.
Linda Falck,
Jeff Maltz

10:30 a.m.

5:30 p.m.

Kent & Jim Bruggeman,
Tom Nardina,
Sam Falck, Jeremy Fowkes

Andrea & John Miller
The Birmingham Family

March 2
Curt Soergel

March 10

Gail Polosky, Eric Kofmehl,
Joseph Ulomi,
Rosina & Dan Maljak

Roger McQuaid, Ted
Oczypok

March 9
Bill Crawford

March 17

Tom Beilstein,
Bill Crawford, Harold Brandt

Stephen & William
Tjader

March 16
Ted Oczypok

March 24

Brian & Bob Miller,
Jerry Cronenweth,
Gene Modic

Ron & Laura Coombs

March 23
Jennifer Singleton

Tom Beilstein, Curt Soergel,
Bill Crawford, Harold Brandt

Cathy Coudriet, Jennifer
Singleton

March 30
Mary Jean Voigt

Nancy Swanhart, Millie Haas

ASST. MIN.

5:30 p.m.

March 3

March 31

GREETERS
8 a.m.
March 3
Jane & Bob Robertson

8 a.m.

March 3

Sue Diehm

March 10

Drew Leister

March 17

Barb Eback

March 24

Sam Baling

March 31

6:30 a.m. Betsy Fackler
8:30 a.m. Sue Diehm

LECTORS
March 3

8:00 a.m.
Heidi Miller

10:30 a.m.
Lauren Partridge

March 10

Linda Falck

Melody Hull

March 17

Ellen Fowkes

Johnny Martin

March 24

Cindy Kelly

John Miller

March 31

6:30 a.m.
S. Boehringer
8:30 a.m.
Brian Miller

Jeff Maltz

KIDS CORNER
10:30 a.m.
March 3
Dawn Andersson, Youth
March 10

Laura & Nick Lankes

March 17

Dawn Andersson, Youth

March 24

Laura & Nick Lankes

March 31

Jean Martz, Youth

Kids Corner is
offered at the
second service on
Sunday mornings
for children up to
First Grade in the
daycare room.

“FRIDGE FACTS”
(This page made especially for placing on your refrigerator.)

