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“ON EAGLES WINGS”
Happy September!
There is always so much to be happy
about at St. John’s of Highland, and in
September we give thanks that our
normal program year is once again beginning! Our newsletter this
month is full of information about all kinds of fun things that are
happening! There is a comfort as we get back into routine, yet
each year there is also an excitement at the possibility of things
also being new as we begin again.
This past summer during the month of August we were
privileged in Pittsburgh to have hosted the national E.L.C.A.
assembly. At it our Lutheran family and its ministry were once
again celebrated as so many across our country gathered to proclaim Christ’s name and to do the work of the church. There was
comfort as the body of Christ worshiped together with routines of
liturgy that we know so well. Yet there was also an excitement at
the possibility of things being new. Readings and prayers were
done in a variety of languages during worship, but that was not all
that the winds of change brought forth. For what has been
described as the Spirit visibly at work, a new presiding bishop was
elected who inspired the gathered for the future. At the same
time, the ministry of our current bishop, Mark Hanson, was appreciated and celebrated for all he has done for the church
in the past twelve years.
So what does the future hold for the E.L.C.A.? The theme of the
national assembly this year was “Always being made new”.
This was an intentional theme, as this year the E.L.C.A. is
celebrating its 25th anniversary as a church body. At our best the
Lutheran Church is a reforming church – we look at what we are
currently doing and seek to strengthen that which is good and
reform those things that need to be changed as the Gospel continues to speak to us anew. Only time will tell how these things will
specifically take shape in the days ahead, yet we can move into the
future with both comfort and excitement – comfort knowing that
our church remains grounded in Christ and His Word, and excitement knowing that the Spirit continues to work within us so that
we might hear God’s call anew and respond in joy.
Happy September! Happy 25th Birthday E.L.C.A.! Happy are the
people whose God is the Lord!

Soli Deo Gloria! (To God alone be the glory!)
Pastor Kari Smail
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RECYCLE TO HELP THE
BUILDING FUND
The senior high youth group
is continuing to collect cell
phones, along with Inkjet and
laser cartridges. So far we
have earned over $800. This project will
continue as long as members of the church
bring in items. Any recyclable items can be
brought to the youth room or church office.
Thank you for all of your support.

Food Item
Of the Month
Do We have
yours???
If not, please
send it to
sjlutheran@
verizon.net

The N.H.C.O. Fishes
Food Pantry & North
Boroughs Food Pantry need
our food donations.
SEPTEMBER
Baking Mixes (cake, muffins, etc.)
Toilet Paper, Toothpaste, Shampoo &
Bar Soap are always needed &
appreciated. Containers are in the coat
room in the Narthex.

The St. John’s Stampers ...
will be welcoming fall and celebrating
“back to school” with a card making session on
Saturday, September 21st from 9 a.m. until
Noon. There will be some fall holiday
previews and great projects as well as lots of
supplies for those who want to exercise their own creativity.
Join us for fun and fellowship. Cost is $5/person to help
cover the cost of materials.

Questions? Contact Betsy at
724-935-1321 or pdfeaf@zoominternet.net

ST. JOHN’S STAFF MEMBERS
William B. Diehm, Senior Pastor
Kari B. Smail, Associate Pastor
Ron Baling, Dir. of Contemporary Music
Michelle Horsley, Organist & Director of Choirs
Debbie Sandherr, Office Manager
Barb Eback, Office Assistant & Accounts Receivable Clerk
Amy Beacha, Office Assistant
Pat Hartman, Director of St. John’s Preschool
Gene Kesner, Sexton
Dawn Andersson, Director of Volunteer Ministry
Linda Meyerdierks, Youth Ministry Coordinator
Christina Huffmyer, Accounts Payable Clerk
Laura Coombs, Chief Financial Officer
Nick Ross, Media & Technology Volunteer & honorary staff member
STAFF COVENANT: We will partner to enhance each other’s

ministries, honor each person’s gifts, care for one another and
communicate God’s word and love.

The Congregation as Part of Social Ministry
The Social Ministry Committee would like to thank the congregation
for their support for the projects we sponsored in 2013. With your
help, we were able to provide the following:
North Side Common Ministries -- approximately $1200 in food,
12 shelter meals, a Fathers’ Day collection, $600 dollars for the
men’s shelter, and 130 Christmas gifts for the children
of food bank clients.
Glade Run -- a Lenten collection of $841 for kids clothing & shoes.
North Hills Community Outreach -- on-going donations of food,
purchase of citrus fruit, donations for utilities & donations of coats.
St. John’s-- meals and transportation for our members;
Bethlehem Haven Women’s shelter, Mothers’ day collection of $610.
Grace’s closet -- clothing collections at approx. 1000 pounds.
The Greater Pittsburgh Food Bank--- piggy bank collection
of about $600.
We thank Thrivent for Lutherans for their one third match for North
Side Common Ministries and Glade Run collections.

North Hills Community Outreach SEPTEMBER 2013
N.H.C.O. is now on Facebook. Become a fan today!

N.H.C.O. Winter Coat Collection—N.H.C.O. is collecting new and gently used
winter coats for local families in need during September and October. All sizes
are appreciated; children’s and adult XL and XXL are especially needed. Coats
should be clean and have working zippers. Donations can be dropped off at
N.H.C.O. Allison Park, 1975 Ferguson Road, Allison Park, PA 15101,
Monday – Friday, 9am-4pm, during September and October and at the food
pantry behind the building on Saturday, October 5 from 9am-noon. For more
information, please contact Vicki at vdburst@nhco.org or 412-487-6316 opt 1.
N.H.C.O. Seeking Senior Companions for County Program—Are you 55 or
older? Are you interested in helping vulnerable older adults by visiting them in
their homes? Are you able to serve between 15 and 40 hours per week?
Consider becoming a Senior Companion! N.H.C.O., an Area Agency on Aging
Senior Companion Program Volunteer Station, is seeking Senior Companions
to volunteer in northern Allegheny County. Senior Companions will earn a
tax-free hourly stipend, meal allowance and mileage reimbursement for related
travel, plus pre-service orientation, monthly training and supplemental accident
and liability insurance while on duty. Senior Companions must meet certain
income guidelines. The next Senior Companion Orientation is October 28-31.
Please apply early to be eligible to attend. For more information, contact Kerry
Mulhern at 412-449-0151 kkmulhern@nhco.org.
Free Home Safety Inspections Available for Seniors—Are you a senior
living at home? Trained Safety for Seniors volunteers with Open Your Heart to
a Senior will conduct a brief but thorough FREE home safety assessment using
a written checklist making recommendations for family members to adjust/
remove potential hazards. They install smoke alarms (if needed) and leave
seniors with a bag of safety items, like a flashlight and fresh batteries, a bath
mat, night light and other helpful items. After the check has been completed
seniors qualify for either a free grab bar or an indoor railing installed at no
charge. For information, please contact Cathy Pschirer 412-307-0069 or
clpschirer@nhco.org at N.H.C.O.
Ask the Attorney Consultations—Free legal consultation for families in need is
available at N.H.C.O. sites on the following Wednesdays from 7 - 9 p.m.: September 11, N.H.C.O. Millvale, 416 Lincoln Avenue; October 9, N.H.C.O. North
Boroughs at AGH Suburban campus, 100 S. Jackson Ave., Bellevue; and November 13, N.H.C.O. Allison Park, 1975 Ferguson Rd. Contact Harriet at
hzgibbs@nhco.org or 412-487-6316 opt 2 for more info.
Volunteer Information Sessions at N.H.C.O.—Learn about volunteer
opportunities at N.H.C.O. like teaching computer literacy classes, driving the
senior shuttle, doing data entry, answering phones, sorting and distributing coats
and other items, taking seniors to doctor appointments, and so much more!
N.H.C.O. Volunteer Information Sessions will be held at 6 p.m. September 12
at N.H.C.O. Allison Park. To register and for details, contact Linda at lkrobins@nhco.org or 412-487-6316 opt 2.

Dear Family of St. John’s,
I apologize for being so late with this “Thank You,” but
the fact my Dad’s memorial has past, I find that I miss him more
and more. My Dad was not only my Dad, but, he was my best friend. I’ve
heard the saying many times “you do not know what you have until it’s gone,” I
now not only know what that means, but, also how it feels. My Dad was our
family’s rock, our anchor he steadied us through any storm or disaster that
came our way. I miss his calming nature, I miss the way he spoke so thoughtfully, so slowly, never
putting his foot in his mouth. (Wish he had passed that quality onto me) I can
honestly say that I had never heard him say a negative thing about anyone
ever. How many of us have judged others? My Dad had the ability to see the
light in anyone, even if it were a dim light. Can you hear him now? – Through
my tears I can hear him say, “This too shall pass. . .”
Pastor Kari and Pastor Bill, thank you both for your beautiful duet of
“Beautiful Savior,” it made me cry. In a good way! Thank you Howie Moser
for being the organist during the memorial. I wouldn’t have wanted anyone
else. I have thought of you many times over the years, you were not only my
best music teacher, but, you were there for me when I needed a mature
friend.
My Dad always felt as though you were the son he never had, he was
so proud of you. Thank you, Don and Sandy McCoid for being such great
friends to my parents. Don, I apologize for all the loose ends my Dad left for
you to tie up. Have faith buddy, this too, shall pass. Thanks to the “Lutheran
Church Basement Ladies,” my boys and I would like to thank you especially
for the comfort food.
It was wonderful and the cakes were beautiful. Thanks for accommodating
the “grazers” and “picky eaters,” this is a hard family to please.
To Debbie, Barb, Amy, and Gene, thanks for all your help in arranging, all your friendship, and hard work. To the people of St. John’s who couldn’t attend the memorial, your cards, calls and thoughts meant a lot. Thanks
for all who have donated to the Gettysburg Seminary Scholarship Fund.

The last words my Dad ever spoke were: “Just tell everyone, I Love You All.”

Many Thanks, Jamie Anderson & Family

Candle & Flower Openings for SEPTEMBER
Please call the church office if you would like to have one of these weeks.
Remember: there are 2 openings for the flowers each week @$15 per vase &
3 openings for the candle each week @$3 each.
Candle

Flower

September 1– 3 openings

September 1-2 openings

September 8– 3 openings

September 8-2 openings

September 15– 3 openings

September 15-1 opening

September 22– 3 openings

September 22-0 openings

September 29– 3 openings

September 29-2 openings

OPENING NEW DOORS

MAKING CHRIST KNOWN

For your convenience, we have placed our
"Opening New Doors" special offering envelope
in the church pews. They replace the Step
Forward in Faith envelopes for the purpose of
contributing to our Capital Campaign.
You will see that these envelopes are marked
specifically for mortgage contributions. Our
mortgage on the new addition is $11,000
per month. If you have not made a pledge,
and would like to contribute, every gift matters!
Thank you for your ongoing stewardship & generosity.

Watch each
Sunday’s
church
bulletin for
good news
about the growing
stewardship life of our
congregation, as we
share our time, talent
and treasure to
“Make Christ Known”

“QUOTE”
of the
Month
“We don’t change
the message,
the message
changes us”

~ Anonymous

OPENING NEW DOORS -Utilization of Funds – Priority
1. Monthly Mortgage
Payment-$10,600.00
2. Monthly Utilities – Maintenance
& Insurance, $3,400.00
3. Replenish Debt Service Fund
Reserve to $65,000
4. Accelerate Payment of Mortgage

OPENING NEW DOORS

Schenley Shuffle 5k to Benefit Open Your Heart to a Senior - The Schenley
Shuffle 5k Run/1-mile Walk and Brunch will be 8:00 a.m., September 21, at
Bartlett Grove in Schenley Park, Oakland. This timed race benefits Open Your
Heart to a Senior, a volunteer organization that helps seniors in Allegheny
County remain safe in their homes by providing friendly visits, safety checks,
rides to appointments, and more. After the race, enjoy brunch and activities
including yoga, a photo booth, raffle baskets and lawn games. Open Your Heart
to a Senior volunteers will be recognized during brunch and some seniors will be
there to cheer on the runners. Open to all ages and family friendly! Registration
for the run/walk and brunch is $20, or free for OYHS volunteers. Register by
September 20 at http://www.eventbrite.com/event/7685941859 . Open Your
Heart to a Senior is sponsored by United Way and is a partnership between
North Hills Community Outreach, Family Services of Western PA,
Age-well Pittsburgh and Jewish Federation.
OYHS Volunteer Opportunities and Info Sessions - A great way to further
celebrate and honor our senior population is to become a volunteer for Open
Your Heart to a Senior! Seniors need your friendship and time, a ride to the
doctor or grocery, a friendly visit or phone call, or help with light yard work.
OYHS is committed to helping senior citizens live safely and independently in
their own homes throughout Allegheny County. Volunteers can help by
providing transportation to medical appointments and grocery shopping,
telephone reassurance calls, friendly home visits, yard work and more. The time
commitment is flexible & the need is in every Allegheny county community.
UPCOMING OYHS VOLUNTEER INFORMATION SESSIONS
*More sessions TBA To register, visit www.openyourhearttoasenior.org,
call 211 or 412-307-0071 or email seniors@nhco.org.
8/6 at 6 p.m. - UPMC Lighthouse Pointe,500 Chapel Harbor Dr. Aspinwall
8/10 at 10 a.m. -- Panera, 136 Bakery Square Blvd, Pgh PA (E. Liberty)
8/19 at 6 p.m.-Family Services of WPA, 6401 Penn Ave. 2nd Flr, Pgh, (E. Liberty)
8/22 at 2:30 p.m. - AGH Suburban, 2nd Flr. Caf, 100 S. Jackson Ave., Bellevue, PA
9/10 at 10:30 a.m. - UPMC Lighthouse Pointe,500 Chapel Harbor Dr. Aspinwall
9/26 at 2:30 p.m.- NHCO Allison Park, 1975 Ferguson Rd, Allison Park, PA 15101
Safety for Seniors will conduct FREE Home Safety Checks - Trained Safety for
Seniors volunteers with Open Your Heart to a Senior conduct a brief but
thorough FREE home safety assessment using a written checklist making
recommendations for family members to adjust/remove potential hazards. They
install smoke alarms (if needed) and leave seniors with a bag of safety items, like
a flashlight and fresh batteries, a bath mat, night light and other helpful items.
After the check has been completed seniors qualify for either a free grab bar or
an indoor railing installed at no charge. For information, please contact Cathy
Pschirer 412-307-0069 at North Hills Community Outreach.
For more information on orientations and trainings, visit

MAKING CHRIST KNOWN

www.openyourhearttoasenior.org,
call 412-307-0071 or 2-1-1, or email seniors@nhco.org.

Northside Common Ministries Congregational Assembly
Wednesday, September 18, 2013
Allegheny Christian Alliance Church
250 East Ohio Street, Pittsburgh Pa 15212

Meal provided (Free will offering) 6 p.m.
*Assembly (pot luck dessert buffet) 7 p.m.
Guest Speaker: Sam Bartsch a high school student who helped to
create community gardens that provide produce
for food pantry clients.
Entertainment provided by partner church youth groups
We ask that each member and/ or serving congregation send at least 4 people and a
dessert to share. *We challenge you as well to stop by a neighboring church and invite
them to come along to learn about NCM.* We always are in need of bar soap for the
men in the shelter- maybe hold a collection of soap at church to bring to the event.

R.S.V.P. before August 31st call 412.323.1163
or email jay.poliziani@ncmin.org

Senior High (9th-12th grade) Youth News

AND
Holy K.O.W.S. (6th-8th grade) Youth News

Holy KO.W.S. & Sr. High youth will begin their
activities in October, this month, they will be
helping with Youth Sunday!

God Squad (1st-5th grade) Youth News

Northside Common Ministries is an affiliate unit of Goodwill of Southwestern PA.

RECYCLE WITH ABITIBI: We have raised

approximately $1,463 towards the building fund
and saved over 180 cubic yards in our local
landfills! In March alone we recycled over 4,000
lbs. Keep up the good work!! You never know
what new life your recycled paper will experience. Used
newspapers can be turned into recycled newsprint, paperboard and
other recycled products. Just bring your newspapers to the green
and yellow Abitibi Retriever®

WE ACCEPT ALL: Newspaper, Magazines, Catalogs, Mail,
Envelopes, Folders, Fax & Copy Paper and Colored Paper.

NO ITEMS FROM THE BATHROOM or KITCHEN i.e.,
cereal boxes, cardboard, milk cartons, soda cartons or food cartons.
NO CARDBOARD, PHONE BOOKS AND NO TRASH PLEASE!!
TRASH CAN CONTAMINATE THE WHOLE BIN! PLEASE
REMOVE ANY PLASTIC BAGS THAT YOU MAY
BRING THE PAPER IN; ANY TYPE OF PLASTIC BAG
WILL RUIN THE LOAD!! Thank you!
OUR ABITIBI PAPER RECYCLING DUMPSTER IS NOW
LOCATED IN THE BACK PARKING LOT OF THE CHURCH!
Thanks to all who donate!!

Youth Sunday/Rally Day is September 8th
ALSO ON September 8th
GOD SQUAD FAMILY EVENT
Hosted by the Pastor Kari & Hannah

On September 14th God Squad will have a Kick off
Family Event at Moraine State Park. We will leave the
Church back parking lot at Noon to carpool up to Moraine
for a Picnic lunch & hike. We will also visit and hear a
presentation about a Historic Oil Well Operation &
pumping engine that was restored to working order.
Please bring a bag lunch & drink and
wear comfortable shoes for walking.
Please R.S.V.P. to Pastor Kari at
kbsmail1@verizon.net by September 11th
if you & your family are planning on attending.
We hope you will
come join us for some fun.

CHRISTIAN LITERACY Sept. 2013
Christian Literacy, St. John’s Literacy Mission to the World, has been headquartered
in the “Second Floor Apartment” since 1975.
Staff: Dr. Bill &Linda Kofmehl, Chris & Jennie Ebner, Rebecca Pirone & a host of
volunteers. Call 412-364-3777. Websites: www.christianliteracy.com and
www.literacyempowers.com Christian Literacy continues to reach
out locally, nationally, and internationally from the second floor “apartment".
If you would like to "“See the Doctor" call 412-364-3777.

Summer Reading Camps -- Successfully completed for the year -- including the one in
East Pittsburgh that is run annually by a team of CLA-trained tutors who drive in from
Hebron Lutheran Church in Hebron, Kentucky! The tenth year at Camp Agape went off
well (as usual), and some churches will be continuing their services to students with one
-on-one tutoring during the school year. If you weren't able to hold a Camp this year, it
is not too early to begin plans for the 2014 SRC Season. Call Dr. Bill at 412-364-37) for
more information.
Oakland Academy of Reading is open to help children improve their basic reading
skills. Reading Specialist Rebecca (Kofmehl) Pirone, director of the Academy, offers
the same type of professional assistance available in the "commercial learning centers" ,
but on a reduced and sliding scale cost basis. Private tutoring, small group tutoring, professional testing, neighborhood outreach, and training of parents and community volunteers are now available.
St. John's is now available as a daytime professional tutoring site. Jennie Ebner is
offering professional reading tutoring on Tuesdays and Thursdays at the Christian Literacy Office at St. John's. We suggest this specifically for Kindergarten-age youngsters.
E.S.L. Needs in Thailand We recently received an email from a young woman missionary in Thailand. She had been given one of our original edition textbooks (by a missionary from the North Hills) and was planning to use it for English as a Second Language as part of her ministry. The same day we saw a prayer request in the Wycliffe
Bible Translators' email noting the need for ESL in Thailand. We sent a suggestion regarding our beginning materials to one of the Wycliffe administrators (who was trained
with us at the U. Of Oklahoma forty years ago) and he passed it on to the workers in
Thailand.
Primer for Deaf Children in Ghana Jennie and Chris Ebner are continuing work on
that material (featuring the "fingerspelling alphabet"). Pastor Michael Tetteh has been
regularly calling our office from Ghana -- he needs the book in that country in November
so it can be printed for a multi-denominational workshop in February. Please pray that
we can quickly complete this important task
"iPad App" for use in India and South Korea has had the "sample section" developed and passed on to computer experts in India. The "sound files" were recorded using the voices of Dr. Bill, Jennie, and Chris Ebner to give the student a range of
voices. Once the "sample section" (the six most common English words out of the forty
most common) is completed and returned to our office, we will be seeking funding from
foundations to produce the remaining "sections" and make it available to interested
Christian churches and organizations.
THRIVENT has offered its local members the opportunity to designate their "Thrivent
Choice" dollars to Christian Literacy. Christian Literacy has already applied for approval
and has been accepted. Call Dr. Bill for information.
UNITED WAY-- Please don't forget our model program Allegheny Co. Literacy Council,
Inc. United Way Contributors Choice #2146, when you are asked to "pledge" at work. It
is one of the few ways that funding can come to our Christian Literacy program other
than from the churches.
We ask that you continue to pray for Christian Literacy and its staff. God’s guidance is especially
important as we reach out to share our materials, training, and consulting services.

On September 8th, Join us for
Children’s Sunday, Rally Day & All Church Picnic
We hope you all can join us for the start of the new Sunday
school year and a fun day with your church family at our
church picnic. THE ANNUAL CHURCH PICNIC will follow the
10:30 a.m. service in Highland Hall. We are asking all families that attend to bring a salad enough for 10 – 12 people. Hamburgers, hot
dogs, drinks, dessert (ice-cream sundaes & assorted cookies) & all the
fixings will be available. We hope you will join us for fun day
with your church family.

Also, we will have the big screen set up for
the Steeler’s kick off @ 1 p.m.

Paying it forward
One of the great benefits of riding the Port Authority bus is that I regularly run into
folks that we currently or previously served here at N.C.M. Recently I took the bus
over with Roger who left the Pleasant Valley Shelter back in May of 2013. Like so
many of our men, Roger came to our shelter looking for work, housing and a short term
place to stay. After just a few days, Roger learned of a program to help people seeking
employment secure a temporary bus pass. Within a week he started to work with
multiple local programs targeted to help the homeless. In just weeks he secured a
temporary job to help him collect some money for a down payment on an apartment.
A few weeks later Roger learned about a program to help him secure a couple month’s
rent to add to the security deposit he managed to save. After moving into his apartment
he also moved to a more permanent position as a waiter at a local Eat n Park which is
walking distance from his home. As he told me on the bus, “It’s the perfect job for me
because I love to talk. You make more tips when you are friendly.” The day I ran into
Roger he was on his way over to the Northside Library to meet up with another man
who had just arrived at the shelter. A couple days earlier they met at the grocery store
and Roger informed Ishmael of the way to apply for the temp job that he used to have.
On the day I saw him Roger was on his way over to give Ishmael his bus pass so that he
could get to orientation for that temp job. Roger told me “I can walk to my new job –
I don’t need the bus pass and he needs to get to work.”
Success is not measured here at N.C.M.
by just apartments and jobs but true success comes when
we hear the stories of our men paying it forward.

St. John’s Golf League begin play in April.
All golfers are welcome. This group meets every Monday
(weather permitting) at Pittsburgh North Golf Course through
September. We meet between 4:30 and 5 p.m. The main
purpose of this league is to have fun. If you would like more
Information, you can contact Jan or Walt Treser at
724-687-0545 or wtreser@zoominternet.net.
Financially Speaking 9/2013

OPPORTUNITIES FOR
SERVICE
WE NEED VOLUNTEERS
for all worship assisting
positions.
We need ushers, greeters,
lectors, deacons, assistant
ministers & ESPECIALLY kid’s
corner staff!! Please call 412364-1606 if you are interested.
AS A REMINDER,

WE HAVE MANY GROUPS
USING THE CHURCH, PLEASE,
KEEP IN MIND THE SECURITY OF
THE BUILDING.
ALWAYS LOCK THE DOORS!!
WHETHER OR NOT YOU THINK
SOMEONE IS IN THE BUILDING!
THANK YOU!

Income:
July Actual
July Budget
Short Fall

$ 40,596.73
$ 46,780.58
$ (6,183.85)

YTD Actual
YTD Budget
Short Fall

$ 322,089.82
$ 333,464.08
$ (11,374.26)

We would like to thank the
congregation for their support in
keeping their pledges current.
ST. JOHN’S has recently received a
donation of 11 gravesites located in the

Allegheny Memorial Cemetery. The
Cemetery Committee is offering to sell them
for the same price as our own plots--$500 each
plus a transfer fee. This is a considerable
savings. This offer is not limited to church
members, so if you or any of your neighbors or
friends want to take advantage of this, please
contact the church office.

THANK YOU Our Family would like to thank the Pastors and the St. John’s
family for the support, prayers, cards and memorials and all the
efforts made by all who participated in making my Dad’s, Tom Sherlock,
memorial service a very memorable one. Thank you, Barb & Bob Beilstein

HERITAGE HOSPICE
As the kids get ready to go back to school, it’s a great time to begin a rewarding
volunteer opportunity! Heritage Hospice, LLC is looking for individuals who would
like to share their time and talents with our patients and families right here in your
neighborhoods. The possibilities are endless for patient volunteers – take your
talents and put them to a special use or talk with our volunteer coordinator for
many more ideas! Our office is located on Freeport Street in New Kensington. We
would love to have you join our team and make a difference is someone’s life!
“It is not the magnitude of our actions, but the amount of love that
is put into them that matters”-Mother Teresa

Preschool
Panorama
The children are waiting for their classes
to begin this year.
Our 2’s and Moms are meeting on Friday mornings with Elaine Teare
and Laurie Ross as teachers.
Our 3 year old classes meet on Monday and Wednesday mornings or afternoons or
Tuesday and Thursday mornings with Pat Hartman and Cindy Roberts as teachers.
The 4’s are taught by Maureen Collins and Eileen Coran or Jen Bolinda and
Linda Claypool. The classes meet on Monday, Wednesday and Friday mornings
or afternoons with a special 4th day on Tuesday mornings for those who wish to
have an extra day for their child.
The Pre-Kindergarten class will meet Monday through Thursday mornings
with Chris Sartori and Laurie Ross as teachers.
Our gym teachers are Jen Christy and Dena Solman and our music teacher is Elaine
Teare. Our daycare caregiver is Donna Wolfe.
If you know anyone who is interested in joining our program,
please call Pat Hartman at 412-364-0575.
Thank you to the men (under Bob Miller) who helped get our preschool rooms
ready on time. Also thank you to the girl scouts (under Eric Kofmehl) who
helped get the playground ready for fun.
We are looking forward to another exciting and fun filled year. Thank you for the
opportunity you give us to provide this service to the community.

Cumberland Kids

Will begin again on
September 18, 2013 from
3:45-5:45 p.m. on Wednesdays
This program is open to all 2nd
through 8th graders.
The program will consist of
recreation and activities in our new gym, help with
homework, plus a meal. The cost per student is $1 per
week. Register your child now! Please contact the
church office for a registration form and more details.
sjlutheran@verizon.net or at 412-364-1606

DURING
THE
SUMMER
the church
office will
be
closing at
NOON on
FRIDAYS
until
September
6th.

ATTENTION
MARRIED COUPLES
TIME IS RUNNING OUT!
Have you signed up for your fall Lutheran Marriage
Encounter Weekend? Married couples overwhelmingly say
that the Weekend is the best thing they have ever done for their relationship.
Sign up today for one of the following Weekends:


September 13-14 at the beautiful Olmsted Mansion
and Retreat Center which is located in the
Allegheny National Forest in northwest PA
 October 11-13 at the Mountain Laurel Resort in White Haven—in the Poconos,
just off of Interstate 80 -- 2 hours north of Philadelphia
Weekends run from Friday at 8 p.m.to Sunday at 5 p.m. and are designed to enrich
ALL MARRIAGES. There is a $45 per couple registration fee, plus toward the end
of the weekend you will be given an opportunity to make a confidential contribution
of whatever amount you wish toward continuation of the program. Two nights
lodging, 5 meals for each of you and all supplies are included. To sign up, simply go
to the website: www.GodLovesMarriage.org, and fill out the form. You may use your
credit card or select the option to pay the $45 with a check. For questions, or if you
would like a brochure with registration form mailed to you, contact Pennsylvania
Directors of Lutheran Marriage Encounter, Fred & Julie Schamber,
at 724-325-3166 or email: fjschamber@comcast.net.

th

ATTENTION!!!!

4 GRADE - SENIOR HIGH YOUTH

WE NEED YOU ON YOUTH SUNDAY!
Call for Sunday School Teachers
The Christian Education Committee is looking for energetic, dedicated
volunteers to accept a calling to teach Sunday School to the youth of our
church family. We have a couple of openings for the 2013-14 School
Year that we need to fill. No experience is necessary. We will pair you
with a seasoned veteran and we will provide orientation so you can feel
comfortable from the beginning. You will learn and grow in your faith
right along with the students. Please contact John Miller (412.366.6238)
or Pastor Kari at the church office (412.364.1606).
Thank you in advance for your consideration.

Saturday, September 7TH at 5:30 p.m. &
Sunday, September 8TH at 8 & 10:30 a.m.
YOUTH will be PARTICAPTING IN ALL THREE SERVICES.
I AM LOOKING FOR VOLUNTEERS TO BE:

Acolytes, Greeters, Ushers & Lectors
Senior High Youth ONLY to be Communion Deacons
Please let me know if you willing to help out at
ONE of the services OR ALL 3 service & how you would like to serve.
Please email or call if you are able to help. THANKS!
Linda Meyerdierks, lmmeyers@zoominternet.net or 724-772-0024.

Greetings, brothers and sisters in Christ!
It is an honor for me to serve St. John’s as your new organist
and director of choirs! Since starting, I’ve been overwhelmed
by an incredible outpouring of kindness and enthusiasm
about our upcoming music ministry together. If we haven’t
already met, please don’t hesitate to introduce yourself!
As we slowly but surely approach the busy liturgical season,
there is much to plan and anticipate. We are excited about developing and
expanding our music ministry here at St. John’s; I encourage everyone
who is interested to get involved.
Chancel Choir:
This is a dedicated group of about 15-20 singers who rehearse weekly on
Thursdays at 7 p.m., starting September 12th. This ensemble is responsible
for providing regular anthems for Sunday services and special Holy days.
Teenagers and young adults are also welcome to join us!
Soloists:
There are frequent opportunities for vocal or instrumental solos.
No weekly commitment is necessary in order to participate in
special music! If you have a musical gift you’d like to share in
service together, there are many ways this can be
accommodated.
Handbell Choir:
The Schulmerich Handbell set will be in use for Thanksgiving,
Advent, Christmas and Easter. We are looking for willing ringers,
especially during these times! This ensemble will rehearse on Thursday nights,
either before or after the chancel choir rehearsal.
Childrenʼs Choir:
The church would love to have a regular music ensemble for kids! There is a
wonderful library of anthems for children which weʼd love to explore together.
A group of young singers will be needed for the Christmas and Easter season;
weʼd love to make this a weekly ensemble. If interested, please let us know!
Your involvement will determine how quickly we can start working toward this
goal.
The anthem schedule for the chancel choir includes many great choral works
by Faure, Mozart, Rutter, Schubert, etc., as well as some spirituals, more
modern selections, and many collaborations with different instrumental or
vocal ensembles. In addition to various regular and holiday services, we will
also be preparing a festive Christmas concert which will be held on Dec. 14th
and 15th, with both evening and matinee performances. All are welcome
to worship with us through music! We have so much to look forward to!
Michelle Horsley
Organist/Director of Choirs
St. Johnʼs Lutheran Church of Highland
music@stjohnslutheranchurch.com

NCM’s Congregational Assembly is coming up on
Wednesday, September 18th.
This year’s gathering of congregations that have long supported our
work here at NCM will focus on our future—and what better way to
highlight that focus then to share the talents of some of the youth
from our partner congregations with our audience.
Would the youth group or even a few youth from the congregation
like to share their talents with our assembly? We have time set aside
that evening from about 6:30-7:30pm to highlight some of that
talent. Share some favorite praise songs, play some favorite music,
display some art, maybe even share a poem or two—
the possibilities are endless.
Talk to the kids and let me know via email.

Show all the other congregations the talents of your kids.
Jay Poliziani, Director of Northside Common Ministries
1601 Brighton Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15212, 412 302 3528
jay.poliziani@ncmin.org OR www.ncmin.org

St. John’s Ministry Fair, Potluck Lunch
AND Steeler Game!
Did you ever wonder what groups and activities
people are involved in at St. John’s or how you
could get involved? The answers will be revealed
on Sunday, September 29th after the late service.
We will also be enjoying fellowship with a potluck
lunch tailgate. The Steeler game will be playing in
Highland Hall, so wear your black and gold.
Thrivent will be sponsoring some special activities
for the kids. This promises to be a fun day for all!
Questions or willing to help - contact Kathy Bost
412-877-4294 or jwbpac2@verizon.net
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ACOLYTES

8 a.m.

September 1

Abby Miller

September 8

Nina Ruffolo

9:30 a.m.

GREETERS

5:30 p.m.

Jake Pedersen

Begin 10:30 a.m.
Luke Pedersen
September 15 Mike Trauman Kailey Burke
September 22 Zach Gibson

Saley Adams

September 29 Abby Miller

Jackie Caulkins

DEACONS
8 a.m.
September 1 Tom Beilstein,
Harold Huffmyer
September 8 YOUTH
September 15 Beth & Lee Fischer
September 22 Howard McIlvried,
Linda Falck
September 29 Eric Kofmehl,
Dan Maljak

Sept. 7
Hunter McDermot
Sept. 14
Mikey Emory
Sept. 21
Taylor Tusa
Sept. 28
Paige Jones

8 a.m.

September 1

Linda Falck, Shirley Brunner Cathy Coudriet, Dottie Winner

September 8

YOUTH

September 15

Begin 10:30 a.m.
YOUTH
Ellen Fowkes, Doris Hodgkiss Carol Sperandeo, Jim Cislon

September 22

Gail & Frank Bankowski

Mary Ann Eppinger, Doug Hull

September 29

Jane & Bob Robertson

Sue Carr, Dawn Andersson

Alternates:

Tom & Linda Nardina

John & Andrea Miller

9:30 a.m.
5:30 p.m.
Mac McIlvried,
John Miller
Sept. 7
Begin 10:30 a.m.
YOUTH
YOUTH
Doug Hull,
Sept. 14
Chris Lindberg
Marcie Emory
Pat Hartman,
Sept. 21
Cathy Coudriet
Bill Diehm Sr.
Walt Treser, John Miller Sept. 28
Janice Bukambu
5:30 p.m.

9:30 a.m.

ASST. MIN.
September 1

Betsy Fackler

September 8

Sue Diehm

September 15

Drew Leister

September 22

Paul Krepps

September 29

Barb Eback

LECTORS
8:00 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
September 1 Stefen Boehringer Katie Jones
September 8 YOUTH
Begin 10:30 a.m.
YOUTH
September 15 Heidi Miller
Paul Krepps
September 22 Linda Falck
Mary Pat Jackson
September 29 Ellen Fowkes
John Miller

USHERS

8 a.m.

9:30 a.m.

September 1

Brian Miller, Bob Miller,
J. Cronenweth, Gene Modic

Mike & Clay
Sheleheda

September 8

YOUTH

Begin 10:30 a.m.
YOUTH

Sept. 7
YOUTH

September 15 Kent & Jim Bruggeman,
Sam Falck, Jeremy Fowkes

Jennifer Singleton,
Cathy Coudriet

Sept. 14
Ted Oczypok

KIDS CORNER
9:30 a.m.
September 1
Laura & Nick Lankes

September 22 Rosina & Dan Maljak,
Joseph Ulomi, Eric Kofmehl

Ted Oczypok,
Roger McQuaid

Sept. 21
Jen Singleton

September 8

Begin 10:30 a.m.

September 15

Jean Martz, Youth
Dawn Andersson, Youth

September 29 Bill Danklefsen,
Heather McElroy,
Mario DeIuliis,
Bill & Betty Jones

Ron & Laura
Coombs

Sept. 28
Bill Crawford

September 22

Laura & Nick Lankes

September 29

Jean Martz, Youth

“FRIDGE FACTS”
(This page made especially for placing on your refrigerator.)

8 a.m.

Kids Corner is
offered at the
second service on
Sunday mornings
for children up to
First Grade in the
daycare room.
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