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“Jesus Loves Me:  
an Advent Blessing” 

How shall we receive the 
Christ child this Advent/Christmas? 

 Wednesday, December 4th, is the beginning 
of a series of monthly mid-week worship 
f`sgdqhmfr `s Rs- Ingm­r- Nm sghr c`x vd vhkk 
gather at 6:15 p.m. for a meal and service in 

a style that celebrates mystery and song.  
Ntq ehqrs rnmf ne e`hsg ®Idrtr Knudr Ld¯ 
will be the center of a simple candlelight 
meal, conversation, song and prayers for 

healing.  Unlike other suppers followed by 
worship, our worship and dining will be  
together around tables in Highland Hall.  

Advent is a time for reflection  
and preparation.  

I encourage you to do this with other 
brothers and sisters in Christ of all ages at 

your church home.  The Wednesday,  
midweek Advent worship will continue with 

Holden Evening prayer at the same time 
with supper on the evenings of December 
11th and 18th as well.  For those looking to 
make this Advent/Christmas set apart from 
other seasonal trappings, here is the way! 

 
In Christ, Pr. Bill 

N
o
n-P
r
o
f
i
t
 
O
r
g
.

 

U
.
S
.
 
P
o
s
t
a
g
e
 
P
a
i
d

 

P
i
t
t
s
b
u
r
g
h
,
 
P
A

 

P
e
r
m
i
t
 
1
2
5

 

~
 
W
e
 
a
r
e
 
a
 
S
t
e
p
h
e
n
 
M
i
n
i
s
t
r
y
 
C
o
n
g
r
e
g
a
t
i
o
n
~

 
I
f
 
y
o
u
 
a
r
e
 
i
n
 
n
e
e
d
 
o
f
 
a
 
S
t
e
p
h
e
n
 
M
i
n
i
s
t
e
r
,
 
o
r
 
f
e
e
l
 
a
 

 

c
a
l
l
i
n
g
 
t
o
 
c
a
r
e
 
f
o
r
 
a
n
o
t
h
e
r
,
 
p
l
e
a
s
e
 
c
a
l
l
 
P
a
s
t
o
r
 
B
i
l
l
 

 

O
r
 
P
a
s
t
o
r
 
K
a
r
i
 
4
1
2

-3
6
4

-1
6
0
6
.

 

"
O
n
 
E
a
g
l
e
s
’
 
W
i
n
g
s
"
 

 

i
s
 
t
h
e
 
o
f
f
i
c
i
a
l
 
n
e
w
s
l
e
t
t
e
r
 
o
f

 

S
t
.
 
J
o
h
n
ô
s
 
L
u
t
h
e
r
a
n
 
C
h
u
r
c
h
 

 

o
f
 
H
i
g
h
l
a
n
d
,
 

 

p
u
b
l
i
s
h
e
d
 
&
 
s
e
n
t
 
m
o
n
t
h
l
y
 
t
o
 

m
e
m
b
e
r
s
 
a
n
d
 
f
r
i
e
n
d
s
.
 
 

 

T
h
e
 

D
E
C
.
 
2
0
1
3
 
 
I
s
s
u
e

 

V
o
l
u
m
e
 
4
5
,
 
N
u
m
b
e
r
 
 
1
2

 

P
h
o
n
e
:
 
4
1
2

-3
6
4

-1
6
0
6

 
w
w
w
.
s
t
j
o
h
n
s
l
u
t
h
e
r
a
n
c
h
u
r
c
h
.
c
o
m

 
o
r
 

 
q
u
e
s
t
i
o
n
s
@
s
t
j
o
h
n
s
l
u
t
h
e
r
a
n
c
h
u
r
c
h
.
c
o
m

  
S
u
n
d
a
y
 
M
o
r
n
i
n
g
 
W
o
r
s
h
i
p
 
S
e
r
v
i
c
e
s
 

a
t
 
8
 
&
 
1
0
:
3
0
 
a
.
m
.

 
C
h
r
i
s
t
i
a
n
 
E
d
.
 
a
t
 
9
:
1
5
 
a
.
m
.

 

S
u
m
m
e
r
 
a
t
 
8
 
&
 
9
:
3
0
 
a
.
m
.

 

S
a
t
u
r
d
a
y
 
W
o
r
s
h
i
p
 
5
:
3
0
 
p
.
m
.

 

P
a
s
t
o
r
 
W
i
l
l
i
a
m
 
D
i
e
h
m
 
&
 

 

P
a
s
t
o
r
 
K
a
r
i
 
S
m
a
i
l

 

D
E

C
E

M
B

E
R

 
2

0
1

3 

òON EAGLES WINGSó 

Points of  
Interest  
Inside  

 

§ Happy  

Birthday Jesus 

Party 

 

§ Save the Date 

 

§ Christmas 
Poinsettias 

 

§ Christmas 
Schedule 

 

§ Cookie Walk 

 

§ Women’s  

Bible Study 

 

§ Advent Event 

 

§ Advent Mid-
week Services 

 

§ Christmas 
Star gifts due! 

 

§ Welcome New 
Members 

 

§ Holy K.O.W.S. 
Steeler Party 

 

§ Notary  

Services are 

available for 

members at 

the office 
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http://netmail.verizon.net/webmail/%22http:/mailto:questions@stjohnslutheranchurch.com%22


              ST. JOHNôS STAFF MEMBERS 
 
William B. Diehm, Senior Pastor  
Kari B. Smail, Associate Pastor 
Ron Baling, Dir. of  Contemporary Music 
Michelle Horsley, Organist & Director of Choirs 
Debbie Sandherr, Office Manager 
Barb Eback, Office Assistant & Accounts Receivable Clerk 
Amy Beacha, Office Assistant 
Pat Hartman, Director of  St. Johnõs Preschool 
Gene Kesner, Sexton  
Dawn Andersson, Director of Volunteer Ministry 
Linda Meyerdierks, Youth Ministry Coordinator 
Christina Huffmyer, Accounts Payable Clerk 
Laura Coombs, Chief Financial Officer 
Nick Ross, Media & Technology Volunteer & honorary staff member 
 

STAFF COVENANT: We will partner to enhance each otherõs  
ministries,  honor each personõs gifts, care  for one another and  

communicate Godõs word and love. 

RECYCLE TO HELP THE 

Youth Work Camp/N.Y.G. 
The senior high youth group 

is continuing to collect cell 

phones, along with Inkjet and 

laser cartridges.  So far we 

have earned over $900.  This project will 

continue as long as members of the church 

bring in items.  Any recyclable items can be 

brought to the youth room or church office. 

Thank you for all of your support. 

The St. Johnõs Stampers ... 

St. Johnôs Stampers will be doing a  
ñGet Ready for Christmasò workshop on  
Saturday, December 7

th
 from 9 a.m. 

until Noon. There will be lots of 
 projectsécards, tags, etcéand plenty of supplies.  
Join us for fun and fellowship. Cost is $5/person to help 

defray the cost of materials. 
Questions? Contact Betsy at  

724 -935 -1321 or pdfeaf@zoominternet.net  

WE ARE 
ALWAYS 

UPDATING 
EMAIL 

ADDRESSES!  
 

  
 
 
 

 
Do We have 

yours???   
If not, please  

send it to 
sjlutheran@ 
verizon.net 

Food Item  

Of the Month  
The N.H.C.O.  Fishes 

Food Pantry & North  

Boroughs Food Pantry need 

 our food donations.  

DECEMBER: 

Rice, Pasta, Potato packages 

Toilet Paper, Toothpaste,  Shampoo & 

Bar Soap are always needed &  

appreciated.  Containers are in the coat 

room in the Narthex. 

¢ƘŜ /ƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǝƻƴ ŀǎ tŀǊǘ ƻŦ {ƻŎƛŀƭ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ 
¢ƘŜ {ƻŎƛŀƭ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŀƴƪ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǝƻƴ 
ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ǿŜ ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊŜŘ ƛƴ нлмоΦ  ²ƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ 

ƘŜƭǇΣ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎΥ  
 bƻǊǘƘ {ƛŘŜ /ƻƳƳƻƴ  aƛƴƛǎǘǊƛŜǎ -- ŀǇǇǊƻȄƛƳŀǘŜƭȅ Ϸмнлл ƛƴ ŦƻƻŘΣ  
мн ǎƘŜƭǘŜǊ ƳŜŀƭǎΣ ŀ CŀǘƘŜǊǎΩ 5ŀȅ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǝƻƴΣ Ϸслл ŘƻƭƭŀǊǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
ƳŜƴΩǎ ǎƘŜƭǘŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ мол /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ƎƛƊǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ  

ƻŦ ŦƻƻŘ ōŀƴƪ ŎƭƛŜƴǘǎΦ 
DƭŀŘŜ wǳƴ -- ŀ [ŜƴǘŜƴ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǝƻƴ ƻŦ Ϸупм ŦƻǊ ƪƛŘǎ ŎƭƻǘƘƛƴƎ ϧ ǎƘƻŜǎΦ   
bƻǊǘƘ Iƛƭƭǎ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ hǳǘǊŜŀŎƘ --  ƻƴ-ƎƻƛƴƎ Řƻƴŀǝƻƴǎ ƻŦ ŦƻƻŘΣ 
 ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜ ƻŦ ŎƛǘǊǳǎ ŦǊǳƛǘΣ Řƻƴŀǝƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ǳǝƭƛǝŜǎ ϧ Řƻƴŀǝƻƴǎ ƻŦ ŎƻŀǘǎΦ 

{ǘΦ WƻƘƴΩǎ-- ƳŜŀƭǎ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǝƻƴ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΤ  
.ŜǘƘƭŜƘŜƳ IŀǾŜƴ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ ǎƘŜƭǘŜǊΣ aƻǘƘŜǊǎΩ Řŀȅ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǝƻƴ ƻŦ ϷсмлΦ 
DǊŀŎŜΩǎ ŎƭƻǎŜǘ -- ŎƭƻǘƘƛƴƎ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǝƻƴǎ ŀǘ ŀǇǇǊƻȄΦ мллл ǇƻǳƴŘǎΦ 
¢ƘŜ DǊŜŀǘŜǊ tƛǧǎōǳǊƎƘ CƻƻŘ .ŀƴƪ--- ǇƛƎƎȅ ōŀƴƪ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǝƻƴ 

 ƻŦ ŀōƻǳǘ ϷсллΦ 
²Ŝ ǘƘŀƴƪ ¢ƘǊƛǾŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ [ǳǘƘŜǊŀƴǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻƴŜ ǘƘƛǊŘ ƳŀǘŎƘ ŦƻǊ bƻǊǘƘ 

{ƛŘŜ /ƻƳƳƻƴ aƛƴƛǎǘǊƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ DƭŀŘŜ wǳƴ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǝƻƴǎΦ   



Candle & Flower Openings for DECEMBER 
Please call the church office if you would like to have one of these weeks.  

Remember: there are 2 openings for the flowers each week @$15 per vase & 

3 openings for the candle each week @$3 each.   

Candle                                    Flower 

Dec. 1ð 3 openings Dec. 1ð 0 openings 

Dec. 8ð 3 openings Dec. 8ð 1 opening 

Dec. 15ð 3 openings Dec. 15ð 0 openings 

Dec. 22ð 3 openings Dec. 22ð 0 openings 

Dec. 29ð 3 openings Dec. 29ð 0 openings 

ATTN: NATIONAL  

YOUTH GATHERING PARTICIPANTS 

If you are in grades 7 – 11 for the school year 2013-2014 

you are eligible to go in 2015. 

The N.Y.G. will be held on July 15th – July 19th in Detroit, 

Michigan.  We are having our next fundraiser:  

COOKIE WALK on December 15th 

 

On Fri., Dec. 13th from 4–9 p.m. & Sat., Dec. 14th from 9 a.m.–1 p.m. 

 we will be making some cookies and trail mix to sell on Sunday December 15th.   

We will meet in downstairs kitchen.  Dinner will be provided on Friday. 

 

PLEASE LET ME KNOW WHICH DAY YOU ARE ABLE TO HELP 

 (We would like everyone to volunteer at least 4 hrs. of their time, 

 however way you can fit that into you schedule.) 

 ****We are going to need everyone to bake cookies at home**** 

10 dozen cookies each single family youth and  

15 dozen cookies each multiply family youth. 

HERE IS A LIST OF COOKIES YOU CAN CHOOSE FROM 

AND PLEASE EMAIL ME BACK TO LET ME KNOW  

WHICH COOKIES YOU ARE PLANNING ON MAKING 

 SO I CAN LET THE OTHERS KNOW!! 

PEANUT BUTTER BLOSSOM COOKIES, THUMB PRINT COOKIES,   

SUGAR COOKIES, OATMEAL RAISIN, LADY LOCKS,  

CHOCOLATE CRINKLES, CREAM WAFERS,  

PIZZELLES, 7 LAYER COOKIES,  

MEXICAN WEDDING COOKIES, AND BUCKEYES to name a few! 

OR YOU CAN MAKE YOUR FAVORITE FAMILY RECEIPE COOKIE. 

 

ALSO, LET ME KNOW IF YOU NEED A RECEIPE AND  

IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS  

PLEASE CALL ME AT724-772-0024 OR EMAIL lmmeyers@zoominternet.net 

Thank you!  Linda Meyerdierks, Youth Ministry Coordinator 

Our family would like to thank  

everyone for your cards, thoughts,  

and prayers after Alanôs Motherôs  

                                                passing.  We appreciate it. 

Sincerely, Alan, Elaine, Rob & Emily Teare. 

Save The Date ï Sunday, January 26th at 1:00 p.m.  
for St. Johnôs congregational meeting.  Your church council is hoping to have 

representation from each family unit at this meeting to hear and discuss  

important church business.  We promise an efficient, informative dialogue!  

Please try to join us. 

Cookie Walk   
 

What is it?  For those who do not particularly like 

slaving in the kitchen to make all different kinds of 

cookies, a cookie walk is the perfect solution.  You get to leisurely 

walk throughout Highland hall and choose from many assortments 

of cookies to put together however many dozen you would like.  

You can bring you favorite cookie tin or if you forgot it,  

we will have containers provided.   

 

Where is it?  Highland Hall  

 

When is it?  December, 15 th, 8 a.m. -  

until the cookies are gone  

 

How much does it cost? $7.00 per dozen  

 

What is if for?  The cookie walk profits will go  

 towards our youth attending the  

National Youth Gathering in July, 2015.  

 
What kinds of cookies will there be?  We will be making sugar 

cookies, cream wafers, thumbprints, and buckeyes just to name a 

few.  The cookie walk gives you a chance 

to put together a fresh from the bakery 

cookie assortment with a  

simple stroll around Highland Hall.  

mailto:lmmeyers@zoominternet.net


OPENING NEW DOORS 

Utilization of Funds ï Priority 
1. Monthly Mortgage  

     Payment-$10,600.00 

2.  Monthly Utilities ï Maintenance  

      &  Insurance, $3,400.00 

3.  Replenish Debt Service Fund  

     Reserve to $65,000 

4.  Accelerate Payment of Mortgage 

The current Opening New Doors Capital Campaign 

will be coming to an end in June 2014.  Currently 

our mortgage has a balance of 1,241,837.  with a 

monthly payment of 10,668.  This monthly payment 

includes an additional principal pay down of $2,483.  

to reduce interest costs and pay off the loan as soon 

as possible.  There are three ways to contribute to the 

building fund if you have not yet made a pledge.  

  

¶ Fill out a 2014 Angels Among Us pledge card 

and include a pledge for the building fund 

¶ Use a Building Fund envelope from your monthly envelope packet 

¶ Use the Opening New Doors envelope found in the pews. 

 

EVERY GIFT MATTERS! 

Thank you for your ongoing stewardship & generosity. 

OPENING NEW DOORS 

MAKING CHRIST KNOWN 

Watch each Sunday’s church  

bulletin for good news about the 

growing stewardship life of our 

congregation, as we 

share our time, talent 

and treasure to  

ñMake Christ 

Known”  

Financially Speaking November 2013 
General Fund Income                      Building Fund Income 
Oct. Actual      $ 37,234.28  $   5,009.05 

Oct. Budget     $ 46,780.58   $ 10,668.00 

Short Fall       ($   9,546.30)                           ($  5,658.95) 

 

YTD Actual       $458,814.93  $   89,664.76 

YTD Budget      $473,805.83  $106, 680.00 

Short Fall          ($ 14,990.90)               ($  17,015.24)  

           We would like to thank the congregation for their support  

                               in keeping their pledges current. 

St. Johnõs would like to welcome the  following new members 
that joined us in faith and fellowship on October 27, 2013  

 
Joumanna & Thalia Driscoll, Darlene Hessong, Joseph Krah,   

Donaldina Lugenmbiza, Patricia Green, Carletta Nichols,   
Don, Jennifer, Amelia, Ethan & Abby Weaver,  

Andrea Versaw, Steven Menoff, Donnie, Liz & Reagan Brunswick  
and Rich, Jan, Kris & Emily Eichner  

Attention all women!   
Itôs time again for another one of our short term  

womenôs Bible Study offerings! We will meet during the 

season of Advent on Wednesdays , November 20th,  

December 4th, 11th and 18th.   (Please note, we will not meet on November 27th  

as it is the night before Thanksgiving and there will be a community service at 

St. Johnôs in Perrysville instead.)   There will once again be two sessions offered 

each Wednesday ï one at Noon and one at 7:15 p.m. to accommodate those who 

come to the Advent dinner and service that starts at 6:00 p.m.. If you come at 

lunchtime please feel free to bring your lunch to enjoy while we talk!  This year 

we will be doing a different Bible Study which I hope will be a lot of fun. It is 

based on Charles Dickensô ñA Christmas Carolò, which has become a seasonal 

tradition for so many  people to read or watch. The Bible Study booklet that we 

have includes the  story for you to enjoy. As always, feel free to come to one or 

all  of the weeks as your schedule allows. If you have any questions,  

please see Pastor Kari.  Hope to see you there!  

BAKERS FOR MEALS ON WHEELS  
Congratulations to each of you! You outdid yourselves in  

October.  I delivered a very appetizing array of baked goods 

each week to Westview M.O.W.  The staff there was so excited 

with your donations.  All told, we delivered about 46 items and 

they all looked delicious! The staff was SO appreciative with the individual 

servings because that is such a time saver for them.  Thank you so much for 

that extra work.  You are such a diligent group and you can be proud of your-

selves!  A BIG THANK YOU to each of you ï just think, when we bake again 

it will almost be summeré  We will bake again in June 2014.  Have  a wonder-

ful holiday season!  Any questions, please call Jean Guca at 412-367-1990 
St. Johnôs Finance Committee will soon be working on the 2014 Budget, 

if you havenôt filled out a pledge card there is still time to do so.  2014  

“Angels Among Us” pledge cards can be found on the table in the back of 

the church or on the table at the side entrance near the Church Office.   



 

          Holy K.O.W.S. (6th- 8th grade) Youth News  

 GOD SQUAD, FAMILY& FRIENDS  
Youôre invited to a Happy Birthday Baby Jesus Party!!  

 Hosted by the Ward Family ï Kim, David, Aidan, Dylan & Colin  

and  co-hosted by the Ortmann familyðKelly, Mike, Lindsey & Tyler. 

 

Join us on Sunday, December 8th after the 10:30 a.m.  

service IN Highland Hall until approximately 1:30 p.m.  

We will have a pizza for lunch and, of course, birthday 

cake for dessert!  As a birthday gift to baby Jesus, please 

bring gently USED toys, books or games to be donated 

to Play it Forward Pittsburgh!   Play it Forward is a gently loved toy 

donation drive in the Pittsburgh area in which all donated items will be 

given to a family in need this year.   

Any questions or concerns email Kim Ward at dkadward@yahoo.com  

or Linda Meyerdierks at lmmeyers@zoominternet.com   

 https://www.facebook.com/playitforwardpittsburgh 
 

 

God Squad (1st- 5th grade) Youth News  

òQUOTEó  of the Month 

òOpportunity may knock once, but  

temptation bangs on your front  

door forever!ó   

~ Anonymous  

Holy K.O.W.S. Steelers Party (Grades 6-8) 

When: Sunday, Dec. 22nd, starting at 4 p.m. 

Where: The Heckerts' Home, 8680 Old Perry Highway, 15237  
(5 minutes from church) 

We will watch the Steelers game together, have 
snacks and lots of fun!  Please R.S.V.P. by Thurs. 
Dec. 20th via email @ holykows@gmail.com so 
that we can plan for appropriate numbers.  

FRIENDS ARE WELCOME! 
The Heckertôs will provide hot dogs & hamburgers, 

with buns and condiments. We ask that everyone that  
attends please bring a side dish, dessert or drink item to share 
with the entire group. Pick up will be at the game's end or earlier 
if parents see fit. Any questions, concerns, or if you need  
directions, please email or call Dan at 717-676-1260  

or Elisa at 717-304-4196. 

JOIN US FOR OUR  
CHRISTMAS SERVICES 
We will have three services on 

Christmas Eve 
Tuesday, December 24th  
5:00p.m. ð Family Service 

7:30 p.m. ðFestive Candlelight Service 
10 p.m. ð Festive Candlelight Service 

(Prelude 30 minutes before each Liturgy) 
Also, please join us on  

Sunday, December 29th  
9:30 a.m. ð Service of Lessons & Carols 

Christmas Poinsettias 
 

The Priscilla Guild will decorate the church with flowers 
for Christmas.  Flowers are donated to honor or  

memorialize loved ones.  The cost is $13.   Please return 
the tear-off to the church office with a separate check by 

Tuesday, December 17th .   - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

Poinsettias – due 12/17/13 
 

Name          
 
In honor of         

 

In memory of         

 

Amount Enclosed $        

mailto:dkadward@yahoo.com
mailto:lmmeyers@zoominternet.com
mailto:holykows@gmail.com


CHRISTIAN LITERACY Dec. 2013 
Christian Literacy, St. Johnôs Mission to the World, has been headquartered in the ñ2nd Floor Apart-

mentò since 1975. Staff: Dr. Bill &Linda Kofmehl, Chris & Jennie Ebner, Rebecca Pirone & a host of 

volunteers. Websites: www.christianliteracy.com and www.literacyempowers.com  

Christian  Literacy continues to reach out locally, nationally, and internationally from the second 

floor ñapartment" .  If you would like to "ñSee the Doctor"   call 412-364-3777. 
 

Since so much of the work is being done by our "second generation"  
(Chris and Jennie, and Rebecca), I asked "Rebecca the Reading Specialist"  

to comment on some projects this month: 

  

From the Oakland Academy of Reading-- Rebecca (Kofmehl) Pironeð 

We continue to enjoy the opportunity of helping inner-city elementary students  

improve their reading skills in an environment that encourages them in the love 

of God known through Christ Jesus.  Small group classes were offered this 

summer where 11 kids received professional reading interventions over a  

period of 8 weeks.  Improvements were not only noted through testing, but in 

the excitement and enjoyment being cultivated towards reading.  A unique  

experience was presented when a woman was referred to the reading center 

for assistance.  It became known that she struggled significantly with a reading 

disability all her life.  We were able to train and connect this woman with a tutor 

who is currently working with her using the Christian Literacy Series.  It is a joy 

to be a resource for parents and children as we continue to provide services 

this school year.   

Through the seasons, BLOOM students continue to grow as readers ï 

Jennie (Kofmehl) Ebner-The eight-week fall program, Basic Literacy Outreach 

Opening Minds, has been successfully completed.  Christopher trained parents 

of the at-risk second graders, so that they can review/continue with their  

students over winter break, nurturing the student's progress until the spring 

BLOOM program.   CLAôs All Is Well Campaign: Help Me to Read Program was 

able to provide these volunteers free basic literacy materials.  Interested l 

eaders from churches, community outreaches, and schools continue to meet 

with the Christian Literacy staff to find ways of integrating the BLOOM program 

into their services. Please pray that God would faithfully call the ñlittle onesò to 

Him, as well as willing trained volunteers to build relationships with them as 

they help the BLOOM students to master their basic reading skills.  

THRIVENT has offered its local members the opportunity to designate their 
"Thrivent Choice" dollars to Christian Literacy. Christian Literacy has already 
applied for approval and has been accepted. Call Dr. Bill for information. Check 
on Thrivent ñaction teamsò, as well.  These can provide funding for CLA  

(or other non-profits) to advance their ministries.   
UNITED WAYðPlease don't forget our model program Allegheny Co. Literacy 
Council, Inc. United Way Contributors Choice #2146, when you are asked to 
"pledge" at work. It is one of the few ways that funding can come to our  

Christian Literacy program other than from the churches.  

 

We ask that you continue to pray for Christian Literacy and its staff.   
Godôs guidance is especially important as we reach out to share our materials,  

training, and consulting services. 

Advent Midweek Services 
Come one, come all, to our mid-week  

Advent gatherings, an opportunity for 
fellowship and worship!   

The services will be on  December 4th, 
11h & 18h ð  from 6:15ð7:15 p.m.   

 
We will begin with a soup & sandwich supper and time 
of fellowship followed by an evening prayer  service from 

6:45ð7:15 p.m.  We will be using a  
service on the 11th and 18th  known as the Holden  

Evening Prayer.  It is a beautiful setting which includes  
a musical piece based on Luke, 

Chapter 1 about the announcement to Mary that she was 
to bear Godõs Son and then her response with the  

Magnificat.   As a result, it is a very fitting service for 
the season of Advent.  Come, prepare your heart for the 

Savior!  We hope that you join us as we  
gather to prepare for the coming of Christ! 

CHRISTMAS STARS  
Again this year, we collected gifts for the children of families 

that are served by North Side Common Ministries.   
Christmas Stars will be available in the Narthex.  There will 
be pink stars for girls and blue stars for boys.  Each star  
indicates the age for the child.  We hope you picked a star  
already, but if you havenôt please, pick a 
star, sign the book and join in the fun.   
Please bring your gifts to the church by 

Dec.15th. 

-¢ƘŜ {ƻŎƛŀƭ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ 

http://www.christianliteracy.com/
http://www.literacyempowers.com/


OPPORTUNITIES FOR SERVICE  

WE NEED VOLUNTEERS  

for all  worship assisting  

positions.  We need ushers, 

greeters, lectors, deacons,  

assistant ministers &  

ESPECIALLY kid’s corner 

staff!!  Please call  412-364-1606 if 

you are interested.  Thank you for 

considering this call to ministry! 

AS A REMINDER, 
WE HAVE MANY GROUPS  

USING THE CHURCH,  
PLEASE, KEEP IN MIND  
THE SECURITY OF THE 

BUILDING.   
ALWAYS LOCK THE DOORS!! 

WHETHER OR NOT YOU 
THINK SOMEONE IS IN THE 
BUILDING!  THANK YOU! 

Cumberland Kids  
Meet at   

3:45-5:45 p.m. on Wednesdays 

This program is open to all  

1st through 8
th

 graders. 

The program will consist of recreation 

and activities in our new gym, help with 

homework, plus a meal.  The cost per student is $1 per week.   

Register your child now! Please contact the church  

office for a registration form and more details.  

sjlutheran@verizon.net or at 412-364-1606 

ST. JOHNôS  

has recently  

received a donation of 11 

gravesites located in the  

Allegheny Memorial Cemetery.  

The Cemetery  

Committee is offering to sell 

them for the same price as our 

own plots--$500 each plus a 

transfer fee.  This is a  

considerable  savings.   

This offer is not limited to 

church members, so if you  

or any of your neighbors or 

friends want to take advantage 

of this, contact Debbie  

at 412-364-1606. 

HERITAGE HOSPICE 
$Ï ÙÏÕ ÌÏÖÅ ÍÕÓÉÃȩ $Ï ÙÏÕ ÓÉÎÇ ÏÒ ÐÌÁÙ ÁÎ ÉÎÓÔÒÕÍÅÎÔȩ 4ÈÏÓÅ ×ÈÏ ×ÁÎÔ ÔÏ 
ÓÈÁÒÅ ÔÈÅ ÓÏÎÇ ÉÎ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÈÅÁÒÔÓ ÎÅÅÄ ÔÏ ÌÏÏË ÎÏ ÆÕÒÔÈÅÒȦ (ÅÒÉÔÁÇÅ (ÏÓÐÉÃÅȟ ,,# ÉÓ 
ÌÏÏËÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ ÍÕÓÉÃÉÁÎÓ ÏÆ ÁÌÌ ÁÂÉÌÉÔÉÅÓ ɀ ÁÍÁÔÅÕÒÓ ÔÏ ÐÒÏÆÅÓÓÉÏÎÁÌÓȟ ÂÅÇÉÎÎÅÒÓ ÔÏ 
ÅØÐÅÒÉÅÎÃÅÄ - ×ÈÏ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÌÉËÅ ÔÏ ÓÈÁÒÅ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÔÉÍÅ ÁÎÄ ÔÁÌÅÎÔÓ ×ÉÔÈ ÏÕÒ ÐÁÔÉÅÎÔÓ 
ÁÎÄ ÆÁÍÉÌÉÅÓ ÒÉÇÈÔ ÈÅÒÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ .ÏÒÔÈ (ÉÌÌÓȢ  /ÎÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÍÏÓÔ ÁÐÐÒÅÃÉÁÔÉÖÅ ÁÕÄÉȤ
ÅÎÃÅÓ ÉÓ ÈÏÓÐÉÃÅ ÐÁÔÉÅÎÔÓ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÆÁÍÉÌÉÅÓȦ  6ÏÌÕÎÔÅÅÒÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÍÁÔÃÈÅÄ ÔÏ ÐÁȤ
ÔÉÅÎÔÓ ×ÉÔÈ Á ÓÔÒÏÎÇ ÌÏÖÅ ÏÆ ÍÕÓÉÃ ÁÎÄ ÓÕÐÅÒÖÉÓÅÄ ÂÙ Á ÂÏÁÒÄ ÃÅÒÔÉǢÅÄ ÍÕÓÉÃ 
ÔÈÅÒÁÐÉÓÔȢ #ÏÎÔÁÃÔ 3ÁÒÁ +ÉÌÅÙ αάή-έέή-ΰΰΪΪ ÏÒ ÓËÉÌÅÙΊÈÅÒÉÔÁÇÅÈÏÓÐÉÃÅÐÁȢÃÏÍ ÔÏ 

ÊÏÉÎ ÔÈÅ (ÅÒÉÔÁÇÅ ÔÅÁÍȦ   -ÕÓÉÃ ÉÓ ÆÏÒÅÖÅÒȠ ÍÕÓÉÃ ÓÈÏÕÌÄ ÇÒÏ× ÁÎÄ ÍÁÔÕÒÅ 
×ÉÔÈ ÙÏÕȟ ÆÏÌÌÏ×ÉÎÇ ÙÏÕ ÒÉÇÈÔ ÏÎ ÕÐ ÕÎÔÉÌ ÙÏÕ ÄÉÅȢ Έ 0ÁÕÌ 3ÉÍÏÎ 

Preschool  
Panorama  

 

The children are really getting excited as December approaches.  There will be 

programs, parties, and presents to give and receive.  The children will be  

learning the true meaning of Christmas. 

  

The 2’s have grown a great deal over the past few months.  They will be  

making Christmas surprises and learning Christmas songs and finger plays.  

They have enjoyed their first school experience, and are looking forward to  

the start of the 2 İ year old class without Moms. 

  

The 3 year olds are practicing for their first performance for their families,  

and are busy making ñsurprisesò and decorations for their parents.  They are 

learning and are awed by the wonders of the season. 

  

The 4 year olds are also busy making ñsurprisesò for their families and are 

learning more about Christmas. 

  

The prekindergarten classes will be making gifts and projects, too.  They will 

be discussing the meaning of the holiday season and various ways to celebrate.  

They, too, will have a program for family and friends. 

  

From all students and staff at the preschool, have a Blessed Christmas  

and a Healthy, Happy New Year. 
 

Registrations for the 2014-2015 school years will be 

available on December 15th. 

N.H.C.O.ôs Way to Work VISTA member will build the capacity of 

N.H.C.O.'s Community Auto program, which serves 

low-income individuals who need vehicles to get to work 

and support themselves and their families.  

For more information and to apply, click here:  

 https://my.americorps.gov/mp/listing/viewListing.do?

id=40319&fromSearch=true 

mailto:sjlutheran@verizon.net
mailto:skiley@heritagehospicepa.com
https://my.americorps.gov/mp/listing/viewListing.do?id=40319&fromSearch=true
https://my.americorps.gov/mp/listing/viewListing.do?id=40319&fromSearch=true


North Hills Community Outreach DECEMBER 2013 
                                    N.H.C.O. is now on Facebook. Become a fan today! 

N.H.C.O seeks Volunteer Tax Preparers to Help Low-wage Families—Many of our 

neighbors donôt have access to affordable tax help, fall victim to ñrapid refundò loans, 

or are unaware of state and federal tax credits like the Earned Income Tax Credit 

(EITC) that can put thousands of dollars into their pockets. Thatôs money that can be for 

food, utility bills, gasoline or bus passes, rent payments, or to eliminate personal debt. 

If you have experience doing your own taxes, we need you!  N.H.C.O is an official 

partner of United Wayôs Money in Your Pocket Coalition for Free Tax Preparation 

2014. N.H.C.O is recruiting several volunteer tax preparers for the following sites and 

shifts during the first six weeks of tax season, beginning  Monday, January 27:  the 

Bellevue site  from 4 p.m. -7 p.m.  on Mondays and Tuesdays, and the Millvale site 

from  9 a.m.-Noon on Saturdays.  Training is provided and is required for all volunteers. 

All volunteers must register through the United Way by email at freetaxes@uwac.org or 

by visiting www.pghfreetaxes.org.  Registration for new volunteers opens November 

7.  Volunteers can register for one N.H.C.O site as their preferred location.  

N.H.C.O Sharing Winter Warmth—Many believe that no child should be without a 

gift at the holidays, and Pittsburgh area residents have a history of generous toy dona-

tions. But other more basic needs ï as well as other disadvantaged populations ï often 

receive less attention. The Sharing Winter Warmth program benefits families with  

children as well as vulnerable seniors, widows/widowers, and people with disabilities 

who need help with necessities such as heat and food during the holiday season.   

Last year, 583 families, seniors and disabled adults in need received up to $50 in  

certificates toward food and utilities. Knowing they are receiving this assis-

tance, families were able to purchase their own gifts for their children. The gift provides 

welcome help to seniors and others who might not have other support during the  

holiday season. Financial contributions and grocery store gift cards are accepted at:  

N.H.C.O., 1975 Ferguson Road, Allison Park, PA 15101.  If your organization,  

congregation or business can display a Sharing Warmth wreath with removable gift 

tags, please contact Vicki at vdburtst@nhco.org or 412-487-6316 opt 1. To donate, 

please make checks payable to N.H.C.O, write Sharing Winter Warmth on the memo 

line, and mail or deliver to N.H.C.O, 1975 Ferguson Rd, Allison Park, PA 15101. 

N.H.C.O Holiday Toy Collection—N.H.C.O is collecting new toys, puzzles, games, 

sporting equipment and gift cards for children ages birth through 18 from November 18 

through December 11. Gifts appropriate for teens are especially needed. Donations can 

be dropped off at N.H.C.O, 1975 Ferguson Road, Allison Park, PA 15101, Monday ï 

Friday, 9 a.m.-4 p.m., and at the food pantry behind the building on Saturday, December 

7 from 9am-noon. For more information, please contact Vicki at vdburst@nhco.org or 

412-487-6316 opt 1. 

FREE Computer classes - N.H.C.O offers FREE computer classes for those who need 

to learn computer basics, Word, Excel, Internet and more. Great for those whoôve never 

used a computer or who need to brush up for a job. Convenient locations in at Avalon 

Library and Millvale N.H.C.O, various times.    

Get Your Year-End Tax Deduction by Donating a Vehicle! - Do you or a family 

member have a vehicle you donôt want anymore? Perhaps itôs not worth the cost of  

epairs, or it sits unused? Year-end is the time to think about tax-deductions! Community 

Auto, a program of N.H.C.O, accepts vehicles in any condition, has them repaired, and 

sells them at below market value to local working families who need them to get to 

work. You could change a life and you could get the maximum tax deduction. FREE 

pickup, towing and notary! Call 724-443-8300 or visit www.communityauto.org. 

ADVENT EVENT 

PREPARE YOUR HEARTS FOR  

CHRISTMAS 

 Sunday, December 1, 2013  
The evening begins with our traditional Advent Dinner in 
Highland Hall at 5:30 p.m.  The menu includes ham,  
potato casserole, green beans, applesauce, rolls and dessert.  Following 

the dinner we will be entertained by the Harmony Line Chorus.   
Reservations will be  needed for the dinner. Please fill out the form below 
and return to the  office or put it in the offering plate, no later than  

Wednesday, Nov. 27th 

 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

Advent Event ǨR.S.V.P. by Wed., November 27, 2013  

 Name __________________________________________________ 

 # of people attending_________________________  

A free will offering will be taken during the dinner.  

To Pastor Bill, Pastor Kari and 

everyone from St. John’s.   

I sincerely appreciate the  

prayers, visits and beautiful cards and phone calls…   

     I am so blessed!  God be with you, Love, June 

OUR HELPING MINISTRIES 
{ǘΦ WƻƘƴΩǎ Ƙŀǎ Ƴŀƴȅ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊƛŜǎ ς ȅƻǳǊ ƘŜƭǇ ƛǎ ƴŜŜŘŜŘΗ   

 

CŀƳƛƭȅ 9ƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅ CǳƴŘ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŦǳƴŘ ƛǎ ƳŀƛƴǘŀƛƴŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘǿƻ  ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜǎΥ  ǘƻ  
ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŎƻƴŬŘŜƴǝŀƭ ŬƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ ƘŜƭǇ ǘƻ  ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ƛƴ ŎǊƛǎƛǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǎŜǊǾŜ ŀǎ ŀƴ  

ƻƴƎƻƛƴƎ ŦǳƴŘ ŦƻǊ  ŦǳƴŜǊŀƭ ƭǳƴŎƘŜǎΦ   
IŜƭǇƛƴƎ IŀƴŘǎ CǳƴŘ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŦǳƴŘ ǿŀǎ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ǘƻ  ŀǎǎƛǎǘ ƛƴ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ  
ŜƳŜǊƎŜƴŎƛŜǎ ƻǊ ŘƛǎŀǎǘŜǊǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ ƛƴǘŜƴǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ  /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ƻǊ ƻǳǊ tŀǎǘƻǊǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ 
ƘŀǾŜ ǊŜŀŘȅ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƳƻƴƛŜǎ  ŦƻǊ ǉǳƛŎƪ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǝƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ  

ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǝƻƴ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ  ŀǎƪŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜǇƭŜƴƛǎƘ ǘƘŜ ŦǳƴŘΦ  
IŜŀǊǘ ƻŦ {ǘΦ WƻƘƴΩǎ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ƴƻƴ-ŬƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ŦƻǊ 
ǘƘƻǎŜ ƛƴ ƴŜŜŘΣ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ƳŜŀƭǎ ƻǊ ǊƛŘŜǎ ǘƻ ŘƻŎǘƻǊΩǎ  ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘƳŜƴǘǎΦ  Lǘ ƛǎ Ǌǳƴ ōȅ 
ǘƘŜ {ƻŎƛŀƭ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ŎƻƳƳƛǧŜŜΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ  ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŀ ƴŜŜŘ ŦƻǊ  ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ǘƻ  
ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƻƴƎƻƛƴƎ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΦ  tƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ {ƘƛǊƭŜȅ 
aŎLƭǾǊƛŜŘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘΦ    !ƴŘ ǘƘŜ 5ŜōƻǊŀƘ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ  
ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ŀ ǿŜƭŎƻƳƛƴƎ ƎƛƊ ϧ ŀ ƳŜŀƭ ǘƻ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƴŜǿ ōŀōƛŜǎΦ  .ŀǊō IŀǊǊƛǎ 
ϧ 5ŀǿƴ !ƴŘŜǊǎǎƻƴ ƘŀƴŘƭŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƧƻȅŦǳƭ ǿƻǊƪΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ƻŦ ŀ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ 
ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ƴŜǿ ŀŘŘƛǝƻƴΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ƭŜǘ ǳǎ ƪƴƻǿΦ   ²Ŝ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ Ƴƛǎǎ ŀƴȅƻƴŜΗ 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Allison-Park-PA/North-Hills-Community-Outreach/147499803724
mailto:freetaxes@uwac.org
http://www.pghfreetaxes.org
mailto:vdburtst@nhco.org
mailto:vdburst@nhco.org
http://www.communityauto.org


DECEMBER 2013 Assisting Schedule DECEMBER 2013 Assisting Schedule 

íFRIDGE FACTSî   
(This page made especially for placing on your refrigerator.) 

íFRIDGE FACTSî   
(This page made especially for placing on your refrigerator.) 

Kids Corner is offered at 

the second service on  

Sunday mornings for 

children up through  

Kindergarten in the  

daycare room. 

ACOLYTES 8 a.m. 10:30 a.m. 5:30 p.m. 

Dec. 1 Nina Ruffolo Adam Steinmetz  

Dec. 8 Abby Miller Lindsay Worrall 

Pinevich 
Dec. 7 Drew Hunker 

Dec. 15 Paige Miller Macy  Worrall 

Pinevich 
Dec. 14  

Brandon Visconti 

Dec. 22 Nina Ruffolo Kailey Burke Dec. 21  

Sam Skirpan 

Dec. 29 9:30 a.m.  

Abby Miller 
One service today 

  

Dec. 28   

Joseph Hunker 

ASST.  MIN. 8 a.m. 

Dec. 1 Sue Diehm 

Dec. 8 Drew Leister 

Dec. 15 Paul Krepps 

Dec. 22 Barb Eback 

Dec. 29 9:30 a.m. 
Sam Baling 

DEACONS 8 a.m. 10:30 a.m. 5:30 p.m. 

Dec. 1 Curt Soergel,  

Howard McIlvried 

Chris Lindberg,  

Pat Hartman 

 

Dec. 8 Dan Maljak,  

Eric Kofmehl 

Jim Maxwell,  

Mac McIlvried 

Dec. 7  

Marcie Emory 

Dec. 15 Linda Falck,  

Tom Beilstein 

Cathy Coudriet,  

John Miller 

Dec.14  

Janice Bukambu 

Dec. 22 Harold Huffmyer,  

Dan Maljak 

Mary Pat Jackson,  

Doug Hull 

Dec. 21  

Bill Diehm Sr. 

Dec. 29 9:30 a.m.  
Bob & Margie Miller 

One service today Dec. 28  

Jody Removchik 

USHERS 8 a.m. 10:30 a.m. 5:30 p.m. 

Dec. 1 Eric Kofmehl, Rosina &  

Dan Maljak, Joseph Ulomi 
Stephen & William 

Tjader 
 

Dec. 8 Bill Danklefsen, Heather 

McElroy, Mario DeIuliis,  

Bill & Betty Jones 

Mac & Paula McIlvried Dec. 7  

Mary Jean Voigt 

Dec. 15 Brian Miller, Bob Miller,  

J. Cronenweth, Gene Modic 
Andrea & John Miller Dec. 14  

Curt Soergel 

Dec. 22 Curt Soergel, Tom 

Beilstein, Harold Brandt 
Jim Maxwell,  

Cathy Coudriet 
Dec. 21 

Ted Oczypok 

Dec. 29 9:30 a.m.  

Kent & Jim Bruggeman, 

Sam Falck, Jeremy Fowkes 

One service today Dec. 28  

Jennifer Singleton 

GREETERS 8 a.m. 10:30 a.m. 

Dec. 1 Jane & Bob Robertson Jim Cislon, Doug Hull 

Dec. 8 Mary Ethel Hague,  

Doris Hodgkiss 

Cathy Coudriet, Dottie Winner 

Dec. 15 Sam Falck, Bill Danklefsen Jim Maxwell, Mary Ann Eppinger 

Dec. 22 Bill & Betty Jones Roger & Jan McQuaid 

Dec. 29 9:30 a.m. Betty Layden,  

            Virginia Yingling 
         One service today 

Alternates: Brian & Heidi Miller  Jack & Donna  Hubert 

LECTORS 8:00 a.m. 10:30 a.m. 

Dec. 1 Ellen Fowkes Doug Hull 

Dec. 8 Carletta Nichols Katie Jones 

Dec. 15 Brian Miller John Fullerton 

Dec. 22 Cindy Kelly Jim Maxwell 

Dec. 29 Only 9:30 a.m. Sam Baling 

KIDS CORNER 10:30 a.m. 

Dec. 1 Jean Martz, Youth 

Dec. 8 Dawn Andersson, Youth 

Dec. 15 Laura & Nick Lankes 

Dec. 22 Jean Martz, Youth 

Dec. 29 One 9:30 a.m. 

 Service Today 

The Pastors will be reaching out to members to fill in  

assisting positions for our Christmas Services on December 24th!   


