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Oh Day full of Grace
“God came to us then at Pentecost, the Spirit new
life revealing, that we might no more in death be
lost, its pow’r over us dispelling.
This flame will the mark of sin efface and bring to
us all true healing.”
Stanza 4, “Oh Day Full of Grace” ELW627
This hymn speaks to our “Pentecost faith” as those
who trust in God’s leading.
The day of Pentecost on June 8th will include the
affirmation of baptism of three students.
Alyssa Marie Buechel, Alexis Jade Hershberger
and Rachel Ann Haas.
We give thanks for the witness they make as they
ask God to help and guide their lives.

If you are in need of a Stephen Minister, or feel a
calling to care for another, please call Pastor Bill
Or Pastor Kari 412-364-1606.

~We are a Stephen Ministry Congregation~

Sunday Morning Worship Services
at 8 & 10:30 a.m.
Christian Ed. at 9:15 a.m.
Summer at 8 & 9:30 a.m.
Saturday Worship 5:30 p.m.
Pastor William Diehm &
Pastor Kari Smail

or

questions@stjohnslutheranchurch.com

www.stjohnslutheranchurch.com

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
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“ON EAGLES WINGS”

The following Sunday will be the first weekend of
our Summer schedule. The first worship continues
at 8 a.m. followed by refreshments on the front
patio and the 2nd service follows at 9:30 a.m.
This year’s Annual summer meeting will be on
June 29th at 9 a.m. Here, nominated candidates
for congregation council will be
presented for election.
My prayer is that this Pentecost season provides
renewal for your own spirit as the Holy Spirit
calls, gathers, enlightens, sanctifies, and keeps us in
true faith
In Christ, Pastor Bill Diehm
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RECYCLE TO HELP THE
Youth Work Camp/N.Y.G.
The senior high youth group
is continuing to collect cell
phones, along with Inkjet and
laser cartridges. So far we
have earned over $900. This project will
continue as long as members of the church
bring in items. Any recyclable items can be
brought to the youth room or church office.
Thank you for all of your support.

Food Item
Of the Month
Do We have
yours???
If not, please
send it to
sjlutheran@
verizon.net

The N.H.C.O. Fishes
Food Pantry & North
Boroughs Food Pantry need
our food donations.
JUICES food of the month is
Fruit Juices, canned or bottles
Toilet Paper, Toothpaste, Shampoo &
Bar Soap are always needed &
appreciated. Containers are in the coat
room in the Narthex.

The St. John’s Stampers ...
St. John’s Stampers will be taking a
vacation in June but will be back at it in
July (7/19), August (8/16) and September (9/20).
Plan to join us for one or all of those sessions!
Happy Summer!
Questions? Contact Betsy at 724-935-1321 or
pdfeaf@zoominternet.net

Have you ever wanted to
see where Jesus lived
and died and rose
again?
Have you ever thought about what it would be
like to go to the Holy Land?
Pastor Kari, along with her husband,
Pastor Dan, Are looking into the
possibility of a Journey to Israel,

February 1-10, 2015
For any interested members of their
congregations. If you are interested, please
contact Pastor Kari at kbsmail1@verizon.net Or you can call
her at the church office at 412-364-1606. Space is limited, so
if you are thinking about going,

Please let her know soon!
Wanted: A New sound system for the sanctuary!
As you may have noticed, we’ve had frequent problems and
breakdowns with our current mikes and sound system, and
one speaker has been in use since the 1980’s. Thanks to
diligent research and effort by Nick Ross, your church
Council has reviewed several bids and chosen one that
seems to be the best fit and value. The approximate cost of
all phases will be $25,000, and we are asking for donations
from the congregation to meet this need. Gifts may be given
in honor or memory of a loved one, and these will be
acknowledged in the bulletin. Please note ‘sound system’
on any donation. The Council thanks you for
your consideration of this need.

“QUOTE” of the Month

“The gate of heaven is very low;
only the humble can enter it!”
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton

PANCAKE BREAKFAST
The Work Camp Youth will be host to
help support their trip to upstate New
York July 20th – July 25th, 2014.
The Pancake Breakfast will be held on
June 1st in Highland Hall starting at 9:00
a.m. and ending at 10:30 a.m. Breakfast
includes pancakes, sausage, fruit, cereal,
coffee, tea, and juice. Cost is $6.00 for adults and
$4.00 for children 5 and younger, aged 2 and younger eat for free!
--------------------- --------------------Pancake Breakfast June 1st - $6.00 for adults, $4.00 for children 5 and
younger. Return the tear off to the church office by May 29th.
Make checks payable to St. John’s Lutheran Church of Highland.
Name_______________________________________
#Of adults: ___________ #of children: ____________
Amount enclosed: _________________
Candle & Flower Openings for JUNE
Please call the church office if you would like to have one of these weeks.
Remember: there are 2 openings for the flowers each week @$15 per vase
& 3 openings for the candle each week @$3 each.
Candle

Flower

June 1—3 openings

June 1—2 openings

June 8—0 openings

June 8—0 openings

June 15—1 opening

June 15—1 opening

June 22—2 openings

June 22—0 openings

June 29—3 openings

June 29—1 opening

The Five Finger Prayer
Your thumb is nearest you. So begin your prayers by
praying for those closest to you. They are the easiest to
remember. To pray for our loved ones is, as C. S. Lewis
once said, a "sweet duty."
The next finger is the pointing finger. Pray for those who
teach, instruct and heal. This includes teachers, doctors,
and ministers. They need support and wisdom in
pointing others in the right direction. Keep them in your
prayers.
The next finger is the tallest finger. It reminds us of our
leaders. Pray for the president, leaders in business and
industry, and administrators. These people shape our
nation & guide public opinion. They need God's guidance.
The fourth finger is our ring finger. Surprising to many is the
fact that this is our weakest finger; as any piano teacher
will testify. It should remind us to pray for those who are
weak, in trouble or in pain. They need your prayers day
and night. You cannot pray too much for them.
And lastly comes our little finger; the smallest finger of all
which is where we should place ourselves in relation to
God and others. As the Bible says, "The least shall be the
greatest among you." Your pinkie should remind to pray
for yourself. By the time you have prayed for the other
four groups, your own needs will be put into proper
perspective and you will be able to pray for yourself
more effectively.

Come Golf with St. John’s

St. John’s has a permanent tee time at
4:30 p.m. every Monday at Pittsburgh North Golf
Course. All ages and skill levels are welcome.
We began play in April, but please still feel
free to come play! Join us as often as you can. Invite your
friends. For more information contact Walt Treser at
724-687-0545 or wtreser@zoominternet.net

Opening New Doors
The current Opening New Doors Capital Campaign will
be coming to an end in June 2014. Currently our
mortgage has a balance of $1,189,579.57 with a monthly
payment of $10,668. This monthly payment includes an
additional principal pay down of $2,483. to reduce interest
costs and pay off the loan as soon as possible. There are
three ways to contribute to the building fund if you have not
yet made a pledge.





OPENING NEW DOORS

MAKING CHRIST KNOWN

Fill out a 2014 Angels Among Us pledge card
and include a pledge for the building fund
Use a Building Fund envelope from your monthly envelope packet
Use the Opening New Doors envelope found in the pews.

EVERY GIFT MATTERS!
Thank you for your ongoing stewardship & generosity.

ST. JOHN’S STAFF MEMBERS

William B. Diehm, Senior Pastor
Kari B. Smail, Associate Pastor
Ron Baling, Dir. of Contemporary Music
Debbie Sandherr, Office Manager
Amy Beacha, Office Assistant
Barb Eback, Office Assistant & Accounts Receivable Clerk
Pat Hartman, Director of St. John’s Preschool
Gene Kesner, Sexton
Dawn Andersson, Director of Volunteer Ministry
Linda Meyerdierks, Youth Ministry Coordinator
Christina Huffmyer, Accounts Payable Clerk
Laura Coombs, Chief Financial Officer
STAFF COVENANT:
We will partner to enhance each other’s ministries, honor each person’s
gifts, care for one another and communicate God’s word & love.

Financially Speaking April 30, 2014
General Fund Income

Building Fund Income

March Actual
March Budget
Gain (Short Fall)

$ 46,510.59
$ 49,366.67
($ 2,855.08)

$ 5,203.45
$ 10,668.00
($ 5,464.55)

YTD Actual
YTD Budget
Gain (Short Fall)

$195,678.72
$197,466.67
($ 1,787.95)

$ 36,868.06
$ 42,672.00
$ 5,803.94)

ATTENTION COLLEGE STUDENTS!!
We need your contact information while you are
away at college. Please send addresses, email
addresses, phone numbers, etc. to: St. John’s
Lutheran Church, 311 Cumberland Road,
Pittsburgh, PA 15237 OR email to sjlutheran@verizon.net

We would like to thank the congregation for their support in
keeping their pledges current.

Watch each Sunday’s church
bulletin for good news about the
growing stewardship life of our
congregation, as we
share our time, talent
and treasure to

“Make Christ
Known”

OPENING NEW DOORS
Utilization of Funds–Priority
1. Monthly Mortgage Payment$10,668.00 , with Accelerated
Principal Payment
2. Monthly Utilities – Maintenance
& Insurance, $3,500.00

A sincere thanks to all for the Get Well Cards , for the
overwhelming number of St. John's family who took the
time to visit the funeral home, and especially to our
great pastors who gave much comfort to Judy during
her many challenges over the last ten months.
It was heart warming to see the bond
develop between Pastor Kari and Judy as they actually
became girlfriends. I'll always cherish Philippians 4:13.
Thank you! Ted Oczypok

CHRISTIAN LITERACY JUNE 2014
Christian Literacy, St. John’s Literacy Mission to the World, has been headquartered in the
“Second Floor Apartment” since 1975. Staff: Dr. Bill and Linda Kofmehl, Chris and Jennie
Ebner, Rebecca Pirone, and a host of volunteers. Call 412-364-3777.
Websites: christianliteracy.com and literacyempowers.com Christian Literacy continues
to reach out locally, nationally, and internationally from the second floor "apartment" If you would like to "see the Doctor", please call 412-364-3777.

18th SUMMER OF GROWING READERS
For 66% of elementary aged children, learning how to read is extremely difficult.*
Christian Literacy Associates has been partnering with families, schools, and
community groups to provide training, services, and successful basic literacy
curriculum to grow a thriving reader. For 18 seasons, communities in Western PA
and across the nation have used Christian Literacy techniques and programs to
minister to the hearts and minds of children and youth, using
The Christian Literacy Series Complete Set.
From a report to the Committee on Labor and Human Resources, “As early as the
middle of first grade, a child who is not experiencing success in reading loses his/her
motivation to read.” Christian Literacy Associates has developed the Christian
Literacy BLOOM** Summer Reading Camp to reach children from pre-K to at-risk
second grades so that they develop strong reading skills and do not lose their
motivation to read. Christian Literacy Associates (CLA) will be holding three
one-week BLOOM camp programs this summer: beginning the weeks of June 23rd,
June 30th in Butler, and August 4th. The camps of the weeks of June 23rd and August
4th will be held at St. John’s Lutheran Church of Highland. This year’s BLOOM
Camps are limited to six children per session, mature five year olds (pre-K) to
completed Kindergarten. BLOOM Summer Reading Camp is conducted MondayFriday, 9:30-11:30, with a small camp tuition of $50 for the week’s program.
If interested, please call our office at 412-364-3777 to receive registration details.
We will also be offering three BLOOM Parent-Training Workshops to train families
and concerned individuals to use The Christian Literacy Series Complete Set to
continue the success the children will have experienced at the reading camp.
If interested in attending one of these workshops, call our office at 412-364-3777 for
more details. Other community groups trained in the use of Christian
Literacy’s materials are preparing for their summer programs, as well. For example,
Camp Agape in Hickory, PA will be conducting 4 resident and day camp programs
using The Christian Literacy Series. In the fall of 2014, 18 summers will have
passed with Christian Literacy Associates fulfilling Jesus’ directive to “Let the little
children come to Me!” Thank you very much for your prayers and support of our
children’s programs. *National Assessment of Educational Progress 2012-2013
Report. **Basic Literacy Outreach Opening Minds.

THRIVENT has offered its local members the opportunity to designate their
"Thrivent Choice" dollars to Christian Literacy Associates. Call Dr. Bill for
information. Check on Thrivent “Action Teams,” as well. Thrivent policy holders,
acting as Action Team Leaders, can receive “seed money” to create a literacy
outreach project to the community using Christian Literacy materials and training.
Keep Christian Literacy in mind if a child you love is having reading
problems in school. We would be happy to discuss the matter with you.
"Early intervention" is the best policy. We can train you to work with your
own child, if you desire.

Senior High (9th-12th grade) Youth News

AND
Holy K.O.W.S. (6th-8th grade) Youth News

Volunteer to help at
Vacation Bible School
“"
Weird Animals"
When: July 7th - July 11th
Time: 5:15 p.m. - 8:40 p.m.
Men's Shelter Meal
When: August 27th
Time: 7:00 p.m.
God Squad (1st-5th grade) Youth News

Sign up for Vacation Bible School
"
“Weird Animals"
When: July 7th -11th
Time: 5:30 p.m. - 8:20 p.m.

The Semi-annual food collection for the food
bank at North Side Common Ministries will
be on June 15. On June 1st and June 8th
bags, with suggested
food items, will be given
to those who wish to
participate,
Bags are to be returned
by June 15.

N.H.C.O.’s Way to Work VISTA member will build the
capacity of N.H.C.O.'s Community Auto program,
which serves low-income individuals who need vehicles
to get to work and support themselves and their families.
For more information and to apply, click here:
https://my.americorps.gov/mp/listing/viewListing.do?
id=40319&fromSearch=true

OPPORTUNITIES FOR SERVICE
WE NEED VOLUNTEERS
for all worship assisting
positions. We need ushers,
greeters, lectors, deacons,
assistant ministers &
ESPECIALLY kid’s corner
staff!! Please call 412-364-1606 if
you are interested. Thank you for
considering this call to ministry!

AS A REMINDER,

WE HAVE MANY GROUPS
USING THE CHURCH,
PLEASE, KEEP IN MIND
THE SECURITY OF THE
BUILDING.
ALWAYS LOCK THE DOORS!!
WHETHER OR NOT YOU
THINK SOMEONE IS IN THE
BUILDING! THANK YOU!

ST. JOHN’S
has received a donation of
eleven gravesites located in
the Allegheny Memorial
Cemetery. The Cemetery
Committee is offering to sell
them for the same price as
our own plots--$500 each
plus a transfer fee.
This is a considerable
savings. This offer is not
limited to church members,
so if you or any of your
neighbors or friends want
to take advantage of this,
contact Debbie at
412-364-1606.

RECYCLE = READING
The Christian Literacy Associates office at St. John’s is collecting
used cell phones, Laser Jet Cartridges and Inkjet Cartridges.
These will be recycled and a donation will be obtained for our
Christian Literacy Ministry.
Call 412-364-3777 if you have any questions.

ATTENTION MARRIED COUPLES
When is the last time the two of you did
something to enrich and revitalize your
marriage? Make 2014 the year you
resolve to take time to spend a
weekend learning how to make your
marriage a more intimate, loving,
Christian union. Lutheran Marriage
Encounter Weekends run from Friday night at 8 p.m. to Sunday at 4
p.m. and are designed to enrich all marriages. There is a $45 per
couple registration fee; plus toward the end of the weekend, you will
be given an opportunity to make a confidential contribution
toward continuation of the program. Two nights lodging, 5 meals
for each of you, and all supplies are included.



The 2014 Pennsylvania Weekends
September 12-14, 2014 at Spruce Lake Retreat Center,
Canadensis, PA – brand-new, motel-style building on Spruce Lake in the heart of
the Pocono Mountains – an hour north of Allentown
September 26-28, 2014 at Olmsted Retreat Center, Ludlow, PA -a lovely, motel style retreat center adjacent to the Olmsted Mansion--perched on a
hillside in the Allegheny National Forest – an hour north of DuBois.

Registrations are limited, so sign up today to ensure that you can attend the
Weekend of your choice. Simply go to www.GodLovesMarriage.org and
register using your credit card or marking the option to mail in a check. For
questions, or if you would like a brochure with registration form mailed to you,
contact Pennsylvania Directors of Lutheran Marriage Encounter,
Fred & Julie Schamber, at 724-325-3166 or email: fjschamber@comcast.net.

V.B.S. Registration Form
(One form per child please)

Name:
Street Address:
City:

Zip:

Home Phone:
Date of Birth:

Grade beginning next fall:

Emergency Contact Information:
Mother’s name:

Father’s name:

Mother’s cell:

Father’s cell:

Other contact (include name):
Allergies:
Medical Conditions:
Please Circle One:

Member of church

Visitor

If you are a visitor, now did you hear about us?
T-shirt size (please circle one): Child: S M L

Adult:

S M L

Name of one friend to be in your child’s group (optional):
# of people for picnic (please put on only one form per family):

If you have any questions please email me at
lmmeyers@zoominternet.net or call me
at 724-772-0024.
Thank you, Linda Meyerdierks Youth Ministry Coordinator

IT’S TIME TO GO BACK TO
THE RIVER
The Allegheny River that is, The
“Somewhere InBetweener’s” will
be gathering on Tuesday, June
17th for a day of fellowship,
paddling or just sitting by the river
at the Sylvan Canoe Club. We will
meet in the front church parking lot at 9:30 a.m. Please bring
an appetizer, side dish, or dessert to share and a folding
chair. All are welcome to join us! Call Margie Miller at
412-366-3641 or Bill Danklefsen at 412-364-2220 with
reservations or questions!

TO PARENTS WITH CHILDREN KINDERGARTEN AGE & YOUNGER!
The first thing we would like to say is thank you for coming to church with
your children – we are so glad that they are here as that is how they learn! The
other thing that some of you may not know is that we do offer a service during
the 10:30 worship called Kids Corner for any kids kindergarten age and under
that need childcare. It takes place in the preschool daycare room, which is also
the 2 and 3 year old Sunday school classroom, through the door on the left at
the front of the sanctuary. This is certainly not a requirement as we love to
have kids in church at St. John’s however; it is an option for parents who are
interested in this. Each week the Kids Corner is staffed by a teenager of the
congregation, as well as an adult volunteer. The other thing that we wanted
to let parents know is that volunteers are really needed to help with the
adult supervision role. Right now we have three adults who faithfully help
out, however we would like to get some more adults involved so that those
three volunteers have more opportunity to worship. The parents of those who
utilize this service seemed like a logical place to start to ask for help. If we are
able to get about 5 more volunteers, then each person would only have to help
out about once every other month. If you are willing and able to do this on an
occasional Sunday, please let Pastor Kari or Debbie, our office manager
know. The church office # is 412-364-1606 and the
email is sjlutheran@verizon.net. Thanks for your consideration
and for your partnership in ministry!

Your kids are a joy and a blessing to our church!

JUNE 2014 Assisting Schedule

JUNE 2014 Assisting Schedule
ACOLYTES

8 a.m.

10:30 a.m.

June 1
June 8

Paige Miller Sam Skirpan
Nina Ruffolo Jackie Caulkins

June 15

5:30 p.m.

ASST. MIN.

8 a.m.

June 1

Paul Krepps

Abby Miller Lexi Hershberger June 14 Drew Hunker

June 8

Barb Eback

June 22

Paige Miller Jake Pedersen

June 15

Sam Baling

June 29

Nina Ruffolo Luke Pedersen

June 22

Betsy Fackler

June 29

Sue Diehm

June 7 Grant Jones

June 21
Lindsey Ortmann
June 28 Joseph Hunker

DEACONS
June 1

8 a.m.
Beth & Lee Fischer

10:30 a.m.
John Miller, Doug Hull

5:30 p.m.

June 8

Bob & Marge Miller

Nick Lankes,
Zach Skirpan

June 7
Laurie Volpe

June 15

Curt Soergel,
Eric Kofmehl

Chris Lindberg,
Pat Hartman

June 14
Marcie Emory

June 22

Linda Falck,
Tom Beilstein

Cathy Coudriet,
Matt Reiff

June 21 Jody
Removchik

June 29

Howard McIlvried,
Eric Kofmehl

Mac McIlvried,
Mary Pat Jackson

June 28
Curt Soergel

LECTORS
June 1
June 8

8:00 a.m.
Drew Leister
Stefen Boehringer

June 15

Curt Soergel

10:30 a.m.
Jon Caulkins
Jackie Caulkins, Max Skirpan,
YOUTH
Nancy Sheleheda

June 22

Heidi Miller

Paul Krepps

June 29

Linda Falck

Doug Hull

GREETERS

8 a.m.

8 a.m.

10:30 a.m.

June 1

Brian & Bob Miller,
Jerry Cronenweth,
Gene Modic

Matt Reiff
Roger McQuaid

June 8

Curt Soergel,
Thomas Beilstein,
Harold Brandt

Samantha Kott,
YOUTH

June 7
Matt Reiff

June 15

Kent & Jim Bruggeman,
Sam Falck, Jeremy Fowkes

Ted Oczypok,
Jennifer Singleton

June 14
Mary Jean Voigt

June 22

Eric Kofmehl,
Gail Polosky,
Rosina & Dan Maljak
Joseph Ulomi

Mac & Paula McIlvried June 21

Bill Danklefsen,
Heather McElroy,
Mario Deluliis,
Bob & Brian Miller

Andrea & John Miller

June 29

Bob Robertson, Bill Danklefsen

Millie Haas, Jean Martz

June 8

Dan & Rosina Maljak

Sam Skirpan, YOUTH

June 15

Bill & Betty Jones

Cathy Coudriet, Jim Cislon

June 22

Tom & Linda Nardina

Pat Hartman, Mary Ann Eppinger

June 29

Linda & Sam Falck

Doug Hull, Sue Carr

5:30 p.m.

Ted Oczypok

10:30 a.m.

June 1

Alternates: Brian & Heidi Miller

USHERS

KIDS CORNER
10:30 a.m.
June 1
Jean Martz, Youth
June 8

Laura & Nick Lankes

June 15

Amy Wehrspann, Youth

June 22

Dawn Andersson, Youth

June 29

Jean Martz, Youth

June 28
Jennifer Singleton

Kids Corner is offered at
the second service on
Sunday mornings for
children up through
Kindergarten in the
daycare room.

Jack & Donna Hubert

“FRIDGE FACTS”
“FRIDGE FACTS”

(This page made especially for placing on your refrigerator.)

St. John’s Lutheran Church of
Highland
V.B.S. Information
When: July 7 - 11
5:30-8:30 p.m.
Ages: age 3 - grade 5

REMEMBER-A-DAD
This Father’s Day, consider remembering
or honoring the special father or father
figure in your life, by contributing to
Pleasant Valley Men’s Shelter. Pleasant
Valley is a shelter for homeless men on
Pittsburgh’s North Side. Any donation will
certainly be appreciated and recognized in
the Father’s Day church bulletin on June
15th. Please use the tear-off below and
return to the church office by Monday, June 9th
Please make your checks payable to St. John’s.

Cost: $25 per child
Make checks payable to St. John’s Lutheran Church
Cost Includes: t-shirt, Bible buddies, crafts, snack
And 1 CD of V.B.S. music per family
Family Picnic
Each night we offer a family picnic. The meals are well-balanced and
child-friendly. It is a nice time to eat as a family cheaply, and without
having to cook or clean.
Time: 5 p.m. Cost for all 5 nights: $10/person

------------------------------------

Fathers Day—due June 9, 2014
Name
In Memory of
In Honor of
Amount enclosed

There will be congregational meetings
after each service on

June 28 and June 29, 2014

for the purpose of
electing new council members.
Please plan to stay for a few extra
minutes to participate!

***Registration forms are on the V.B.S. display
table at the back of the Church!
V.B.S. July 7th – 11th from 5:15 - 8:30 p.m.—VOLUNTEER FORM
Name: _______________________Address: ___________________________
Telephone #:______________________Email: ________________________
T-shirt Size (please circle one): S M L XL
I have_____ children under the age of 3 that will require child care.
Positions you are interested in:
Choice One: ________________________________
Choice Two: ________________________________
Choice Three: ______________________________
-

Volunteers are needed in the following areas:
One of a Kind Bible Adventures (Act out the day’s Bible story/help with props)
Critter Café (snack time prep and clean-up)
Untamed Games (not recommended if you like staying dry)
Imagination Station/Crafts
Kid-Vid Cinema (run the day’s video and discussion)
Crew Leader (take 5 kids to their stations - no prep work - lots of fun)
Childcare (If any volunteers have kids under age 3)
****If you are signing up to work at one of the stations, there may be practices/
set-up help needed prior to V.B.S. *** If you have any questions email
@ lmmeyers@zoominternet.net or call me @ 724-772-0024.
Thank you, Linda Meyerdierks

