If you are in need of a Stephen Minister, or feel a
calling to care for another, please call Pastor Bill
Or Pastor Kari 412-364-1606.

~ We are a Stephen Ministry Congregation~

Sunday Morning Worship Services
at 8 & 10:30 a.m.
Christian Ed. at 9:15 a.m.
Summer at 8 & 9:30 a.m.
Saturday Worship 5:30 p.m.
Pastor William Diehm &
Pastor Kari Smail
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questions@stjohnslutheranchurch.com
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“ON EAGLES WINGS”
“Thank you Lord for this fine day!
Thank you Lord for this fine day!
Thank you Lord for this fine day,
right where we are!
Alleluia! Praise the Lord! Alleluia! Praise the Lord!
Alleluia! Praise the Lord, right where we are!
Thank you Lord for giving us…”
So goes a fun song that we sing once in a while
with our youth choir at our rehearsals. At the end
of the song people take turns answering the statement,
“Thank you Lord for giving us…” and it is
wonderful to hear all the different things for
which we have to give thanks.
This month we once again will celebrate the
Thanksgiving holiday. It is a time where we will not
only give thanks for the blessing of living in this
country, but a time where we also give thanks for our
neighbors who help us in time of need, as well as all
of the other blessings in our lives. As we approach
this annual holiday, I encourage you to take some time
each day and say a prayer of thanks for something that
the Lord has given to you. Besides being
Thanksgiving, this time of year is also the end of
our liturgical year, and as one year closes and
another begins, it is always healthy to look back
on the year that has past and consider all for
which we have to give thanks.
One of the things that I am most thankful for is the
opportunity to be a partner in ministry with all of you!
I truly feel blessed to be at St. John’s of Highland, and
I am so thankful for our wonderful church family!
Thank you for being a blessing in my life!
Soli Deo Gloria! (To God Alone be the Glory!)
Pastor Kari Smail
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 Notary
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ALWAYS
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ADDRESSES!

RECYCLE TO HELP THE
Youth Work Camp/N.Y.G.
The senior high youth group
is continuing to collect cell
phones, along with Inkjet and
laser cartridges. So far we
have earned over $900. This project will
continue as long as members of the church
bring in items. Any recyclable items can be
brought to the youth room or church office.
Thank you for all of your support.

Food Item
Of the Month
Do We have
yours???
If not, please
send it to
sjlutheran@
verizon.net

The N.H.C.O. Fishes
Food Pantry & North
Boroughs Food Pantry need
our food donations.
NOVEMBER food of the month is:
Baking Staples (oil, sugar, flour, etc.)
Toilet Paper, Toothpaste, Shampoo &
Bar Soap are always needed &
appreciated. Containers are in the coat
room in the Narthex.

The St. John’s Stampers …
will have their final session of 2014
on Saturday, November 22nd,
from 9 a.m. until Noon. There will be
Holiday cards and projects a plenty!
Join us for lots of fun and fellowship. Cost is $5/person
to help cover the cost of materials.
Questions? Contact Betsy at
724-935-1321 or pdfeaf@zoominternet.net

ST. JOHN’S STAFF MEMBERS

William B. Diehm, Senior Pastor
Kari B. Smail, Associate Pastor
Ron Baling, Dir. of Contemporary Music
Joseph Tuttle Organist & Director of Choirs
Debbie Sandherr, Office Manager
Barb Eback, Office Assistant & Accounts Receivable Clerk
Amy Beacha, Office Assistant
Pat Hartman, Director of St. John’s Preschool
Gene Kesner, Sexton
Dawn Andersson, Director of Volunteer Ministry
Linda Meyerdierks, Youth Ministry Coordinator
Christina Huffmyer, Accounts Payable Clerk
Laura Coombs, Chief Financial Officer
STAFF COVENANT: We will partner to enhance each other’s
ministries, honor each person’s gifts, care for one another and
communicate God’s word and love.

Stewardship Stew
The philosophy of Charles Schultz, creator of the Peanuts comic
strip…
Name the five wealthiest people in the world.
Name the last five Heisman trophy winners.
Name the last five winners of the Miss America Pageant.
Name 10 people who have won the Nobel Prize.
Name the last decade’s worth of World Series winners.
How did you do? The point is, none of us remember the headliners of
yesterday. These are the best in their fields. But the applause dies…
awards tarnish…achievements are forgotten.
Here’s another quiz – see how you do on this one.
List a few teachers who aided your journey through school.
Name 3 friends who have helped you through a difficult time.
Name 5 people who have taught you something valuable.
Think of a few people who have made you feel appreciated and special.
Think of 5 people you enjoy spending time with.
The lesson: The people who make a difference in our lives are not the
ones with the most credentials, the most money, or the most awards.
They are simple the ones who care the most. Thank them…and thank
God for them!

To Parents With Children Kindergarten Age & Younger!

OUR “VISIT TO BETHLEHEM” IS JUST AROUND THE CORNER
2014 is the alternate year in which we present “Bethlehem” to the community,
our 10th such event… but this is actually the 14th anniversary of our first
presentation of this HUGE undertaking! We have already been receiving calls
from the community, in anticipation that this is a “Bethlehem” year.
Our big event will be held on Dec 6,7,13 and 14, 2014 from 1-4 p.m.
Naturally our years of experience make it a little easier to accomplish the
Herculean task, but the KEY INDGREDIENT is always the people… that’s
YOU! This will be our first of many appeals to help!
Construction is our first concern. We need men, women and youth to first tote
our panels and props up from the Arena storage area to the basement fellowship
hall. Uft...that’s some real toting, but we do it assembly line-style. This will
take place on Sunday, November 23, immediately following the late service,
at around 11:30 a.m. What a great way to usher in the Christmas season!
Then for the next two weeks, we will need lots of folks who can come daytimes
and evenings, as little or as much as you are able, to climb, push, pull and pound
to transform the fellowship hall into the village of Bethlehem.
Then for the next two weeks, we will need lots of folks who can come during the
day or in the evening, as little or as much as you are able, to climb, push, pull and
pound to transform the fellowship hall into the village of Bethlehem. It is truly a
joy to see this happen and be a part of it. If you can help in an part of this
process, please fill out the form below and turn it into the church office of put in
the offering plate. You will be called to coordinate your schedule with ours.
There will be many other jobs that need to be done… you’ll hear about those in
each of the coming weeks. Thank you to all of you for taking part in this
wonderful project… God is surely in it!
Dawn Andersson

--------------------------------------------------Yes, I can help with toting, construction or both, please check your choice.
Toting
Construction
Name
Phone

The first thing we would like to say is thank you for coming to church with
your children – we are so glad that they are here as that is how they learn!
The other thing that some of you may not know is that we do offer a
service during the 10:30 worship called Kids Corner for any kids
kindergarten age and under that need childcare. It takes place in the
preschool daycare room, which is also the 2 and 3 year old Sunday school
classroom, through the door on the left at the front of the sanctuary.
This is certainly not a requirement as we love to have kids in church at
St. John’s; however, it is an option for parents who are interested in this.
Each week the Kids Corner is staffed by a teenager of the congregation, as
well as an adult volunteer. The other thing that we wanted to let parents
know is that volunteers are really needed to help with the adult supervision
role. Right now we have three adults who faithfully help out; however, we
would like to get some more adults involved so that those three volunteers
have more opportunity to worship. The parents of those who utilize this
service seemed like a logical place to start to ask for help. If we are able to
get about 5 more volunteers, then each person would only have to help out
about once every other month. If you are willing and able to do this on an
occasional Sunday, please let Pastor Kari or Debbie, our office manager
know. The church office # is 412-364-1606 and the
email is sjlutheran@verizon.net. Thanks for your consideration
and for your partnership in ministry

Your kids are a joy and a blessing to our church!
Candle & Flower Openings for NOVEMBER
Please call the church office if you would
like to have one of these weeks.
Remember:
2 openings for the flowers each week @ $15 each
3 openings for the candle each week @ $3 each
Candle

Flower

Nov. 2—3 openings

Nov. 2—0 openings

Nov. 9—2 openings

Nov. 9—1 opening

Nov. 16—3 openings

Nov. 16—0 openings

Nov. 23—2 openings

Nov. 23—1 opening

Nov. 30—3 openings

Nov. 30—1 opening

OPENING NEW DOORS

Opening New Doors

The current Opening New Doors Capital
Campaign has come to an end. Currently our
mortgage has a balance of $1,157,822.96 with a
monthly payment of $10,668. This monthly
payment includes an additional principal pay
down of $2,483. to reduce interest costs and
pay off the loan as soon as possible.
MAKING CHRIST KNOWN
There are three ways to contribute to the
building fund.




Fill out a 2014 Angels Among Us pledge card & include a pledge for the building
fund.
Use a Building Fund envelope from your monthly envelope packet.
Use the Opening New Doors envelope found in the pews.

EVERY GIVE MATTERS!
Thank you for your ongoing stewardship & generosity.

Financially Speaking September 30, 2014
GENERAL FUND INCOME
September Actual
$ 45,863.01
September Budget
$ 49,366.67
Gain (Short Fall)
($ 3,503.66)
YTD Actual
YTD Budget
Gain (Short Fall)

$417,059.76
$444,300.00
($ 27,240.24)

BUILDING FUND INCOME
$ 5,866.88
$ 10,668.00
($ 4,801.12)
$ 74,938.53
$ 96,012.00
($ 21,073.47)

We would like to thank the congregation for their support in
keeping their pledges current.

Watch each Sunday’s church
bulletin for good news about the
growing stewardship life of our
congregation, as we
share our time,
talent and treasure
to

“Make Christ
Known”

OPENING NEW DOORS
Utilization of Funds – Priority
1. Monthly Mortgage
Payment-$10,668.00,
with accelerated principal
payment
2. Monthly Utilities –
Maintenance & Insurance,
$3,500.00

Once again this year,
St. john’s will be collecting Christmas
gifts for children of families who are
clients of The North Side Common
Ministry Food Bank.

The Christmas stars will be out on

Saturday & Sunday, November 22-23, 2014
and will stay out until they are all gone.
Pick a star (blue for boys, pink for girls) of the age
you want. Return the gifts unwrapped to the
coat room by December 12.

Thanks for your participation!!
“QUOTE”
of the
Month
“You’ll never
plow a field
by turning it
over in your
mind.
~Irish Proverb

MARGIE MILLER
and her family want to thank
all the St. John’s friends and
the pastors for their prayers,
cards and meals during her
recent knee surgery and
recovery.
“It is an unbelievable support
and comfort to know so many
people are praying for me!
Thank you.”

Senior High (9th-12th grade) Youth News
On Sunday, October 26th we welcomed
the following new members:
Linda Klodawski, Courtney Sikora,
Tony Good & Steve Halter,
Greg, Mary Beth, Addison & Maddox Gapinski,
Joan Grejda,
Calvin, Sarah, Anthony & Natalie Slegal,
Jean & Harry Bost, Oneita Higham
and Nathan & Sarah Locklin.

St. John’s Welcomes you
into the Church family!

HARVEST FESTIVAL
Come one, come all,
to the St. John's annual
Harvest Festival on

Sunday, Nov. 2,6-7:30 p.m.
We will enjoy some delicious
harvest desserts AND...

AND
Holy K.O.W.S. (6th-8th grade) Youth News

Watch bulletin and Sunday School flyer
for the next activity.

Highland Hallelujah
Sunday, November 9th in Highland Hall
9:15 – 10:15 a.m. (during Sunday school)
We are collecting gently used toys, books or games to be
donated to Play it Forward Pittsburgh! Play it Forward is a
gently loved toy donation drive in the Pittsburgh area which all
donated items will be given to a family in need this year.
We are asking you to bring gently used toys, books or games
to HIGHLAND HALLELUJAH on November 9th
Any questions or concerns, please email Kim Ward at
dkadward@yahoo.com or Linda Meyerdierks at
lmmeyers@zoominternet.com
https://www.facebook.com/playitforwardpittsburgh

God Squad (1st-5th grade) Youth News

Hosted by the Beilstein Family
...enjoy some live
entertainment from the
North Hills
Harmony Line Chorus
at 6:45 p.m.
We hope you can join us!

Crafts & Games in Highland Hall on November 16th!
Time: 11:45 a.m. - 1:45 p.m.
We will meet in Highland Hall after the 10:30 a.m. service.
A pizza lunch will be provided!
We will be doing crafts & playing games.
Hope to see you there!
If you have any questions, please email Anne Beilstein
at annabeilstein@yahoo.com

CHRISTIAN LITERACY Nov. 2014
Christian Literacy, St. John’s Literacy Mission to the World, has been headquartered
in the “Second Floor Apartment” since 1975.
Staff: Dr. Bill & Linda Kofmehl, Chris & Jennie Ebner, Rebecca Pirone & a host of
volunteers. Call 412-364-3777. Websites: www.christianliteracy.com and
www.literacyempowers.com Christian Literacy continues to reach
out locally, nationally, and internationally from the second floor “apartment".
If you would like to "“See the Doctor", call 412-364-3777.

40

TH

CHRISTIAN LITERACY’S
ANNIVERSARY YEAR BEGINS!

On November 1, 1975, Dr. Bill Kofmehl moved a small folding desk,
a telephone, a file cabinet, and an ancient upholstered chair into the
former master bedroom of the 2nd floor “apartment for student ministers”
at Saint John’s of Highland. Allegheny County Literacy Council,
the model program of what has become Christian Literacy Associates,
was born! Two years before, God had “called” Dr. Bill and his wife
Linda to study with the Wycliffe Bible Translators at their University of
Oklahoma Summer Institute of Linguistics. Two summers worth of
training and two years of research in Tulsa, Oklahoma resulted in the
publication of The Christian Literacy Series. Aimed at the 26 million
functionally illiterate adults in the US at that time, the Series equipped
the Kofmehl’s to open God’s Word to those who were suffering in the
“darkness of illiteracy”. (During the next 12 months, Christian Literacy
plans to share the 40 year journey with those who may only be aware of
small steps in it. We especially want to introduce some of the dedicated
volunteers who helped make the work possible. Many of these long
term early volunteers have gone on to be with the Lord.)

UPCOMING OPPORTUNITIES
TO HELP CHRISTIAN LITERACY
Are you in need of unique presents for those on your Christmas list?
Why not attend the events listed below and visit our table where we will
be selling fair-trade, hand-made items created by artisans in Costa Rica
and Nicaragua. A portion of the proceeds will go to Christian Literacy’s
programs to teach children and adults in need of basic reading skills
while sharing Jesus Christ’s love.
St. Paul’s United Methodist Church – Mission Mall
1965 Ferguson Road, Allison Park, PA 15101
Saturday, November 22, 2014, 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
St. John’s Lutheran Church of Highland – A Visit to Bethlehem
311 Cumberland Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15237
Saturday, December 6 and Sunday December 7,
Saturday, December 13 and Sunday December 14,
All Dates are 1 – 4 p.m.

OPPORTUNITIES FOR
SERVICE
WE NEED VOLUNTEERS
for all worship assisting
positions.
We need ushers, greeters,
lectors, deacons, assistant
ministers & ESPECIALLY kid’s
corner staff!! Please call
412-364-1606 if you are interested.

Recycle = Reading
The Christian Literacy Associates
office at St. John’s is collecting
used cell phones, Laser Jet
Cartridges and Inkjet Cartridges.
These will be recycled and a
donation will be obtained for our
Christian Literacy Ministry.
Call
412-364-3777
if you have
any questions.

AS A REMINDER,

WE HAVE MANY GROUPS
USING THE CHURCH, PLEASE,
KEEP IN MIND THE SECURITY OF
THE BUILDING.
ALWAYS LOCK THE DOORS!!
WHETHER OR NOT YOU THINK
SOMEONE IS IN THE BUILDING!
THANK YOU!

ST. JOHN’S
has recently received a
donation of 11 gravesites
located in the Allegheny
Memorial Cemetery.
The Cemetery Committee is
offering to sell them for the
same price as our own plots
--$500 each plus a transfer
fee. This is a considerable
savings. This offer is not
limited to church
members, so if you or any
of your neighbors or friends
want to take advantage of
this, please contact the
church office.

HERITAGE HOSPICE
As the kids go back to school, it’s a great time to begin a rewarding
volunteer opportunity! Heritage Hospice, LLC is looking for individuals who would
like to share their time and talents with our patients and families right here in your
neighborhoods. The possibilities are endless for patient volunteers – take your
talents and put them to a special use or talk with our volunteer coordinator for
many more ideas! Our office is located on Freeport Street in New Kensington.
We would love to have you join our team and make a difference is someone’s
life! Contact Sara Kiley at 724-334-6600 or skiley@heritagehospicepa.com to join
the heritage team!
“It is not the magnitude of our actions, but the amount of love that
is put into them that matters”-Mother Teresa

Preschool
Panorama
The preschoolers all had a great time dressing
up, having parties, and trick or treating for Halloween. The children are
already planning next year’s costumes. All the classes will learn about
Thanksgiving this month. They will talk about Indians, Pilgrims,
turkeys, and what giving thanks means. We are all enjoying
our playground on beautiful fall days.
The 2 year olds are practicing their sharing and listening skills,
and learning about the holidays with simple crafts.
The 3’s are learning about fire prevention and will be visiting Highland
Fire Hall. They, too, are learning to interact with their peers and work
in a group situation. They are practicing using scissors and
recognizing their names. The children will make and have a
feast of sandwiches and apple sauce.
The 4’s will have an ice cream social to celebrate the
Letter “I” week, and a fall singing program for families.
The Pre-K class is studying dinosaurs this month. They will learn
who is a carnivore, a herbivore, or an omnivore For Thanksgiving,
they will be setting the tables and making Native American crafts.

Have a Blessed Thanksgiving!

Cumberland Kids

began again on
September 17, 2014. We meet from
3:45-5:45 p.m. on Wednesdays
This program is open to all
1st through 8th graders.
The program will consist of recreation and activities in our new
gym, help with homework, plus a meal. The cost per student is $1
per week. Register your child now! Please contact the church
office for a registration form and more details.
sjlutheran@verizon.net or at 412-364-1606

“Hearing the Word” Campaign

NATIONAL YOUTH GATHERING
JULY 15 -19, 2015
If you are in 8TH-12TH grade for
the school year 2014-2015
you are eligible to go in 2015!
Any questions? Feel free to email me lmmeyers@zoominternet.net
Linda Meyerdierks, Youth Ministry Coordinator

5th Saturday worship with
Prayers for Healing

Join Us every “5th Saturday” in 2014!
The next date is November 29.
We will include within our 5:30 p.m.
liturgy, a service of healing which
includes the option of laying on of hands and
anointing with oil. The service will continue our
usual format of song, word and Holy Communion,
and emphasis will be placed on God’s desire to
make us whole as we gather and as we live our
lives at home and in the world.

St. John’s current sound system has served us well in our worship
for nearly 25 years. Now, frequent breakdowns and repair costs
mean that a complete overhaul is an order. Your church council
has reviewed several bids and chosen one that seems to be the best
fit and value from a local provider in Pittsburgh. The approximate
cost of all phases will be $36,000, and we are asking for donations
from the congregation to meet this need. Gifts may be given in
honor or memory of a loved one, and these will be acknowledged
in the bulletin. Please note ‘sound system’ on any donation.
Please visit stjohnslutheranchurch.com/audio for more info or pick
up a “Hearing the Word” brochure in the narthex.
The council thanks you for
your consideration of this need.
If you haven’t already contributed
to the sound system, see below...

NOVEMBER 2014 Assisting Schedule

NOVEMBER 2014 Assisting Schedule
ACOLYTES

8 a.m.

November 2

Nina Ruffolo

November 9

Abby Miller

10:30 a.m.

November 16 Paige Miller

Lindsay WorrallPinevich
Macy WorrallPinevich
Andrew Eisenreich

November 23 Nina Ruffolo

Chloe Blashford

November 30 Abby Miller

Bailey Ritchey

GREETERS

5:30 p.m.

November 2

Nov. 1
Joseph Hunker
Nov. 8
Lindsey Ortmann
Nov. 15
Adam Steinmetz
Nov. 22
Taylor Tusa
Nov. 29
Paige Jones

8 a.m.

10:30 a.m.

Bob Robertson,
Doris Hodgkiss
Gail & Frank Bankowski

Sue Carr, Millie Haas

Jean Martz, Cathy Coudriet

November 23

Shirley Brunner,
Mary Ethel Hague
Sam Falck, Bill Danklefsen

November 30

Brian & Heidi Miller

Mary Ann Eppinger, Doug Hull

Alternates:

Bill & Betty Jones

Nancy Swanhart, Pat Hartman

November 9
November 16

John & Andrea Miller

Roger & Jan McQuaid

ASST. MIN.
DEACONS
8 a.m.
November 2 Linda Falck,
Eric Kofmehl
November 9 Tom Beilstein,
Dan Maljak
November 16 Bob & Marge Miller

10:30 a.m.
Mary Pat Jackson,
Doug Hull
Chris Lindberg,
Cathy Coudriet
Doug Hull, Jeff Maltz

November 23 Beth & Lee Fischer

Pat Hartman,
Mac McIlvried
John Miller,
Mary Pat Jackson

November 30 Howard McIlvried,
Dan Maljak

5:30 p.m.
Nov. 1
Laurie Volpe
Nov. 8
Jeff Maltz
Nov. 15
Janice Bukambu
Nov. 22
Jody Removchik
Nov. 29
Matt Reiff

USHERS

8 a.m.

10:30 a.m.

5:30 p.m.

November 2

Bill Danklefsen, Heather McElroy,
Mario Deluliis, Bob & Brian Miller

Andrea & John
Miller

Nov. 1
Matt Reiff

November 9

Jerry Cronenweth, Gene Modic,
Bob & Brian Miller

Roger McQuaid,
Ted Oczypok

Nov. 8
Mary Jean
Voigt

November 16 Thomas Beilstein, Harold Brandt

Mike & Clay
Sheleheda

Nov. 15
T. Oczypok

November 23 Kent & Jim Bruggeman,
Sam Falck, Jeremy Fowkes

Jen Singleton,
Cathy Coudriet

November 30 Eric Kofmehl, Gail Polosky,
Rosina Maljak, Joseph Ulomi

Mac & Paula
McIlvried

November 2

Betsy Fackler

November 9

Sue Diehm

November 16

Drew Leister

November 23

Paul Krepps

November 30

Barb Eback

LECTORS
8:00 a.m.
November 2 Cindy Kelly

10:30 a.m.
Jeff Maltz

November 9 Drew Leister

Steve Hrvoich

November 16 Heidi Miller

Carol Sperandeo

November 23 Linda Falck
November 30 Ellen Fowkes

Jeff Maltz
Joe Caulkins

KIDS CORNER
10:30 a.m.
November 2
Beth Daily, Youth
November 9

Dawn Andersson, Youth

Nov. 22
J. Singleton

November 16

Jean Martz, Youth

November 23

Laura & Nick Lankes

Nov. 29
Matt Reiff

November 30

Amy Wehrspann, Youth

“FRIDGE FACTS”
(This page made especially for placing on your refrigerator.)

8 a.m.

Kids Corner is
offered at the
second service on
Sunday mornings
for children up to
First Grade in the
daycare room.

“FRIDGE FACTS”
(This page made especially for placing on your refrigerator.)

