
  
  

  
  

D
e

ce
m

b
e

r 
IN

F
O

. 
D

U
E

 1
1

/1
5

/1
4

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

D
A
T
E
D
 
M
A
T
E
R
I
A
L

  
 

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  
  

  
  
  

  
  
  

  
  
  

  
 

P
le

a
s
e
 D

e
liv

e
r 

b
y 

  
  

  
  

  
 

O
c
to

b
e
r 

3
1

, 
2

0
1

4 

      
       

            
  
  

  
  

  
  

 
 

  
  
  

  
  

  
  

  
 

 
  

  
  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
 

  
  

  
  

  
 

G
R

A
P

H
IC

 D
E

S
IG

N
E

D
 B

Y
 N

IC
H

O
L

A
S

 R
O

S
S 

 

Rf_li wms Jmpb dmp rfgq dglc b_wũ 
Thank you Lord for this fine day! 
Thank you Lord for this fine day, 

right where we are!  
Alleluia! Praise the Lord! Alleluia! Praise the Lord!  

Alleluia! Praise the Lord, right where we are!   
Sg`mj xnt Knqc enq fhuhmf tr£¯ 

 

So goes a fun song that we sing once in a while  
with our youth choir at our rehearsals.  At the end  

of the song people take turns answering the statement, 
®Sg`mj xnt Knqc enq fhuhmf tr£¯ `mc hs hr  
wonderful to hear all the different things for  

which we have to give thanks.  
 

This month we once again will celebrate the  
Thanksgiving holiday.  It is a time where we will not 

only give thanks for the blessing of living in this  
country, but a time where we also give thanks for our 
neighbors who help us in time of need, as well as all 
of the other blessings in our lives.  As we approach 

this annual holiday, I encourage you to take some time 
each day and say a prayer of thanks for something that 

the Lord has given to you.  Besides being  
Thanksgiving, this time of year is also the end of  

our liturgical year, and as one year closes and  
another begins, it is always healthy to look back  

on the year that has past and consider all for  
which we have to give thanks.   

 

One of the things that I am most thankful for is the 
opportunity to be a partner in ministry with all of you! 
H sqtkx eddk akdrrdc sn ad `s Rs- Ingmr ne Ghfgk`mc+ `mc 

I am so thankful for our wonderful church family! 
Thank you for being a blessing in my life! 

 

Soli Deo Gloria! (To God Alone be the Glory!) 
Pastor Kari Smail 
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òON EAGLES WINGSó 

Points of  
Interest  
Inside  

 

§ Healing  

Worship  

Service on 

November 29 

 

§ Thank you 

 

§ Welcome New 
Members! 

 

§ Food Pantry 
Donations 

needed 

 

§ Warm Coats 
needed for 

children 

 

§  Stewardship 
Stew 

 

§ God Squad 
Event 

 

§ Harvest  

Festival 

 

§ Christmas 
Stars 

 

§ Notary  

Services are 

now available 

free of charge 

for church 

members at 

the office 
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http://netmail.verizon.net/webmail/%22http:/mailto:questions@stjohnslutheranchurch.com%22


              ST. JOHNôS STAFF MEMBERS 
William B. Diehm, Senior Pastor  
Kari B. Smail, Associate Pastor 
Ron Baling, Dir. of  Contemporary Music 
Joseph Tuttle Organist & Director of Choirs 
Debbie Sandherr, Office Manager 
Barb Eback, Office Assistant & Accounts Receivable Clerk 
Amy Beacha, Office Assistant 
Pat Hartman, Director of  St. Johnõs Preschool 
Gene Kesner, Sexton  
Dawn Andersson, Director of Volunteer Ministry 
Linda Meyerdierks, Youth Ministry Coordinator 
Christina Huffmyer, Accounts Payable Clerk 
Laura Coombs, Chief Financial Officer 
 

STAFF COVENANT: We will partner to enhance each otherõs  
ministries,  honor each personõs gifts, care  for one another and  

communicate Godõs word and love. 

RECYCLE TO HELP THE 

 Youth Work Camp/N.Y.G. 
The senior high youth group 

is continuing to collect cell 

phones, along with Inkjet and 

laser cartridges.  So far we 

have earned over $900.  This project will 

continue as long as members of the church 

bring in items.  Any recyclable items can be 

brought to the youth room or church office. 

Thank you for all of your support. 

The St. Johnõs Stampers é 
 

will have their final session of 2014  
on Saturday, November 22nd,  

from 9 a.m. until Noon. There will be 
Holiday cards and projects a plenty!  

Join us for lots of fun and fellowship. Cost is $5/person 
to help cover the cost of materials.   

 

Questions? Contact Betsy at  
724 -935 -1321 or pdfeaf@zoominternet.net  

WE ARE 
ALWAYS 

UPDATING 
EMAIL 

ADDRESSES!  
 

  
 
 
 

 
Do We have 

yours???   
If not, please  

send it to 
sjlutheran@ 
verizon.net 

Food Item  

Of the Month  
The N.H.C.O.  Fishes 

Food Pantry & North  

Boroughs Food Pantry need 

 our food donations.  

NOVEMBER food of the month is: 

Baking Staples (oil, sugar, flour, etc.) 

Toilet Paper, Toothpaste,  Shampoo & 

Bar Soap are always needed &  

appreciated.  Containers are in the coat 

room in the Narthex. 

                   Stewardship Stew 
¢ƘŜ ǇƘƛƭƻǎƻǇƘȅ ƻŦ /ƘŀǊƭŜǎ {ŎƘǳƭǘȊΣ ŎǊŜŀǘƻǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tŜŀƴǳǘǎ ŎƻƳƛŎ 
ǎǘǊƛǇΧ 
 bŀƳŜ ǘƘŜ ŬǾŜ ǿŜŀƭǘƘƛŜǎǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΦ 
 bŀƳŜ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ŬǾŜ IŜƛǎƳŀƴ ǘǊƻǇƘȅ ǿƛƴƴŜǊǎΦ 
 bŀƳŜ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ŬǾŜ ǿƛƴƴŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aƛǎǎ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀ tŀƎŜŀƴǘΦ 
 bŀƳŜ мл ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǿƻƴ ǘƘŜ bƻōŜƭ tǊƛȊŜΦ 
 bŀƳŜ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ŘŜŎŀŘŜΩǎ ǿƻǊǘƘ ƻŦ ²ƻǊƭŘ {ŜǊƛŜǎ ǿƛƴƴŜǊǎΦ 

Iƻǿ ŘƛŘ ȅƻǳ ŘƻΚ  ¢ƘŜ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƛǎΣ ƴƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǳǎ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀŘƭƛƴŜǊǎ ƻŦ 
ȅŜǎǘŜǊŘŀȅΦ  ¢ƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŬŜƭŘǎΦ  .ǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇƭŀǳǎŜ ŘƛŜǎΧ
ŀǿŀǊŘǎ ǘŀǊƴƛǎƘΧŀŎƘƛŜǾŜƳŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ŦƻǊƎƻǧŜƴΦ 
 

IŜǊŜΩǎ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǉǳƛȊ ς ǎŜŜ Ƙƻǿ ȅƻǳ Řƻ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƻƴŜΦ 
   [ƛǎǘ ŀ ŦŜǿ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ŀƛŘŜŘ ȅƻǳǊ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΦ  
   bŀƳŜ о ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŜƭǇŜŘ ȅƻǳ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀ ŘƛŶŎǳƭǘ ǝƳŜΦ 
   bŀƳŜ р ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǘŀǳƎƘǘ ȅƻǳ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǾŀƭǳŀōƭŜΦ 
   ¢Ƙƛƴƪ ƻŦ ŀ ŦŜǿ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ƳŀŘŜ ȅƻǳ ŦŜŜƭ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭΦ 
   ¢Ƙƛƴƪ ƻŦ р ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ȅƻǳ ŜƴƧƻȅ ǎǇŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǝƳŜ ǿƛǘƘΦ 
 

¢ƘŜ ƭŜǎǎƻƴΥ  ¢ƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ŘƛũŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƭƛǾŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜ 
ƻƴŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ  ŎǊŜŘŜƴǝŀƭǎΣ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ƳƻƴŜȅΣ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ŀǿŀǊŘǎΦ  
¢ƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ǎƛƳǇƭŜ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜǎ ǿƘƻ ŎŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǎǘΦ  ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ǘƘŜƳΧŀƴŘ ǘƘŀƴƪ 
DƻŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƳΗ             



Candle & Flower Openings for NOVEMBER 
Please call the church office if you would  

like to have one of these weeks.   

Remember:  

2 openings for the flowers each week @ $15 each  

 3 openings for the candle each week @ $3 each   

Candle                                    Flower 

Nov. 2ð3 openings Nov. 2ð0 openings 

Nov. 9ð2 openings Nov. 9ð1 opening  

Nov. 16ð3 openings Nov. 16ð0 openings 

Nov. 23ð2 openings Nov. 23ð1 opening 

Nov. 30ð3 openings Nov. 30ð1 opening 

To Parents With Children Kindergarten Age & Younger! 
 

The first thing we would like to say is thank you for coming to church with 

your children ï we are so glad that they are here as that is how they learn!   

The other thing that some of you may not know is that we do offer a  

service during the 10:30 worship called Kids Corner for any kids  

kindergarten age and under that need childcare.  It takes place in the  

preschool daycare room, which is also the 2 and 3 year old Sunday school 

classroom, through the door on the left at the front of the sanctuary.   

This is certainly not a requirement as we love to have kids in church at  

St. Johnôs; however, it is an option for parents who are interested in this.   

Each week the Kids Corner is staffed by a teenager of the congregation, as 

well as an adult volunteer.  The other thing that we wanted to let parents 

know is that volunteers are really needed to help with the adult supervision 

role.  Right now we have three adults who faithfully help out; however, we 

would like to get some more adults involved so that those three volunteers 

have more opportunity to worship.  The parents of those who utilize this 

service seemed like a logical place to start to ask for help.  If we are able to 

get about 5 more volunteers, then each person would only have to help out 

about once every other month.  If you are willing and able to do this on an  

occasional Sunday, please let Pastor Kari or Debbie, our office manager 

know.  The church office # is 412-364-1606 and the  

email is sjlutheran@verizon.net.  Thanks for your consideration  

and for your partnership in ministry 

Your kids are a joy and a blessing to our church! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OUR ñVISIT TO BETHLEHEMò IS JUST AROUND THE CORNER 
 

2014 is the alternate year in which we present ñBethlehemò to the community, 

our 10th such eventé but this is actually the 14th anniversary of our first  

presentation of this HUGE undertaking!  We have already been receiving calls 

from the community, in anticipation that this is a ñBethlehemò year.   

Our big event will be held on Dec 6,7,13 and 14, 2014 from 1-4 p.m. 
 

Naturally our years of experience make it a little easier to accomplish the  

Herculean task, but the KEY INDGREDIENT is always the peopleé thatôs 

YOU!  This will be our first of many appeals to help! 
 

Construction is our first concern.  We need men, women and youth to first tote 

our panels and props up from the Arena storage area to the basement fellowship 

hall.  Uft...thatôs some real toting, but we do it assembly line-style.  This will 

take place on Sunday, November 23, immediately following the late service, 

at around 11:30 a.m. What a great way to usher in the Christmas season! 
 

Then for the next two weeks, we will need lots of folks who can come daytimes 

and evenings, as little or as much as you are able, to climb, push, pull and pound 

to transform the fellowship hall into the village of Bethlehem. 
 

Then for the next two weeks, we will need lots of folks who can come during the 

day or in the evening, as little or as much as you are able, to climb, push, pull and 

pound to transform the fellowship hall into the village of Bethlehem.  It is truly a 

joy to see this happen and be a part of it.  If you can help in an part of this  

process, please fill out the form below and turn it into the church office of put in 

the offering plate.  You will be called to coordinate your schedule with ours.  

There will be many other jobs that need to be doneé youôll hear about those in 

each of the coming weeks.  Thank you to all of you for taking part in this  

wonderful projecté God is surely in it!          Dawn Andersson 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

Yes, I can help with toting, construction or both, please check your choice. 

Toting     

Construction     

Name        Phone      

mailto:sjlutheran@verizon.net


OPENING NEW DOORS  

Utilization of Funds ï Priority 
 

1. Monthly Mortgage  

      Payment-$10,668.00,  

      with accelerated principal  

      payment 

2.  Monthly Utilities ï  

      Maintenance &  Insurance,  

       $3,500.00 

Opening New Doors  
The current Opening New Doors Capital  

Campaign has come to an end.  Currently our 

mortgage has a balance of $1,157,822.96 with a 

monthly payment of $10,668.  This monthly 

payment includes an additional principal pay 

down of $2,483.  to reduce interest costs and 

pay off the loan as soon as possible. 

There are three ways to contribute to the 

building fund. 
 

¶ Fill out a 2014 Angels Among Us pledge card & include a pledge for the building 

fund. 

¶ Use a Building Fund envelope from your monthly envelope packet. 

¶ Use the Opening New Doors envelope found in the pews. 
 

EVERY GIVE MATTERS! 
Thank you for your ongoing stewardship & generosity. 

OPENING NEW DOORS 

MAKING CHRIST KNOWN 

Watch each Sundayôs church  

bulletin for good news about the 

growing stewardship life of our 

congregation, as we 

share our time,  

talent and treasure 

to  

ñMake Christ 

Knownò  

Once again this year, 
 St. john®s will be collecting Christmas 
gifts for children of families who are 
clients of The North Side Common 

Ministry Food Bank.  
 

The Christmas stars will be out on  
Saturday & Sunday, November 22-23, 2014  
and will stay out until they are all gone.  

 
Pick a star (blue for boys, pink for girls) of the age 

you want. Return the gifts unwrapped to the  
coat room by December 12.  

 

Thanks for your participation!! 
Financially Speaking September 30, 2014 

 

  GENERAL FUND INCOME         BUILDING FUND INCOME 
September Actual               $ 45,863.01   $  5,866.88 
September Budget              $ 49,366.67              $ 10,668.00 
Gain (Short Fall)               ($  3,503.66)                            ($  4,801.12) 
 

YTD Actual                         $417,059.76   $ 74,938.53 
YTD Budget                       $444,300.00   $ 96,012.00 

Gain (Short Fall)              ($ 27,240.24)                           ($ 21,073.47) 
    

We would like to thank the congregation for their support in 

 keeping their pledges current. 

òQUOTEó 

 of the  

Month  
 

 

òYouõll never 

plow a field 

by turning it 

over in your 

mind.  
 

~ Irish Proverb  

 

 

 

 

MARGIE MILLER  
and her family want to thank 

all the St. Johnôs friends and 

the pastors for their prayers,  

cards and meals during her  

recent knee surgery and  

recovery.   

ñIt is an unbelievable support 

and comfort to know so many 

people are praying for me!  

Thank you.ò 



 

Senior High (9th- 12th grade) Youth News  

 

          Holy K.O.W.S. (6th- 8th grade) Youth News  

Hosted by the Beilstein Family 
Crafts & Games in Highland Hall on November 16th! 

Time: 11:45 a.m. - 1:45 p.m. 
We will meet in Highland Hall after the 10:30 a.m. service. 

 A pizza lunch will be provided!   

We will be doing crafts & playing games. 

Hope to see you there! 

If you have any questions, please email Anne Beilstein 

at annabeilstein@yahoo.com 

 

God Squad (1st- 5th grade) Youth News  

AND 

Watch bulletin and Sunday School flyer  

for the next activity. 

 

 

 

On Sunday, October 26th we welcomed  
the following new members: 

Linda Klodawski,  Courtney Sikora,   

Tony Good & Steve Halter,  
Greg, Mary Beth, Addison & Maddox Gapinski,  

Joan Grejda,  
Calvin, Sarah, Anthony & Natalie Slegal ,  

Jean & Harry Bost, Oneita Higham  

and Nathan & Sarah Locklin.  

St. Johnõs Welcomes you  
into the Church family!  

HARVEST FESTIVAL 
 

Come one, come all,  

to the St. John's annual  

Harvest Festival on   

Sunday, Nov. 2,6 - 7:30 p.m.   

 
We will enjoy some delicious 

harvest desserts AND...  

 

 

 

...enjoy some live  

entertainment from the 

North Hills  

Harmony Line Chorus  

at 6:45 p.m.  

 

We hope you can join us!  

Highland Hallelujah 
  Sunday, November 9th in Highland Hall 

9:15 ð 10:15 a.m. (during Sunday school) 
We are collecting gently used toys, books or games to be  
donated to Play it Forward Pittsburgh!   Play it Forward is a 
gently loved toy donation drive in the Pittsburgh area which all  
donated items will be given to a family in need this year.   

We are asking you to bring gently used toys, books or games 
to HIGHLAND HALLELUJAH on November 9

th
  

Any questions or concerns, please email Kim Ward at 
dkadward@yahoo.com or Linda Meyerdierks at  

lmmeyers@zoominternet.com 
https://www.facebook.com/playitforwardpittsburgh 

mailto:annabeilstein@yahoo.com
mailto:dkadward@yahoo.com
mailto:lmmeyers@zoominternet.com


CHRISTIAN LITERACY Nov. 2014 
Christian Literacy, St. Johnôs Literacy Mission to the World, has been headquartered 

in the ñSecond Floor Apartmentò since 1975.  
Staff: Dr. Bill & Linda Kofmehl, Chris & Jennie Ebner, Rebecca Pirone & a host of 

volunteers. Call 412-364-3777.  Websites: www.christianliteracy.com and 

www.literacyempowers.com Christian  Literacy continues to reach  
                            out locally, nationally, and internationally from the second floor ñapartment" . 

                             If you would like to "ñSee the Doctor" ,  call 412-364-3777. 
 

CHRISTIAN LITERACYõS  

40
TH

 ANNIVERSARY YEAR BEGINS!  

On November 1, 1975, Dr. Bill Kofmehl moved a small folding desk,  
a telephone, a file cabinet, and an ancient upholstered chair into the  
former master bedroom of the 2nd floor ñapartment for student ministersò 
at Saint Johnôs of Highland.  Allegheny County Literacy Council,  

the model program of what has become Christian Literacy Associates, 
was born!  Two years before, God had ñcalledò Dr. Bill and his wife  
Linda to study with the Wycliffe Bible Translators at their University of 
Oklahoma Summer Institute of Linguistics.  Two summers worth of 
 training and two years of research in Tulsa, Oklahoma resulted in the 
publication of The Christian Literacy Series.  Aimed at the 26 million 
functionally illiterate adults in the US at that time, the Series equipped 
the Kofmehlôs to open Godôs Word to those who were suffering in the 
ñdarkness of illiteracyò.  (During the next 12 months, Christian Literacy 
plans to share the 40 year journey with those who may only be aware of 
small steps in it.  We especially want to introduce some of the dedicated 
volunteers who helped make the work possible.  Many of these long 

term early volunteers have gone on to be with the Lord.)  

  

UPCOMING OPPORTUNITIES  

TO HELP CHRISTIAN LITERACY  

Are you in need of unique presents for those on your Christmas list? 

Why not attend the events listed below and visit our table  where we will 
be selling fair-trade, hand-made items created by artisans in Costa Rica 
and Nicaragua. A portion of the proceeds will go to Christian Literacyôs 
programs to teach children and adults in need of basic reading skills 

while sharing Jesus Christôs love. 
  

St. Paulôs United Methodist Church ï Mission Mall 

1965 Ferguson Road, Allison Park, PA   15101 

Saturday, November 22, 2014, 9:00 a.m. ï 3:00 p.m. 
  

St. Johnôs Lutheran Church of Highland ï A Visit to Bethlehem 

311 Cumberland Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15237 

Saturday, December 6 and Sunday December 7,  

Saturday, December 13 and Sunday December 14,  
All Dates are 1 ï 4 p.m. 

 

http://www.christianliteracy.com/
http://www.literacyempowers.com/

