Come, Lord Jesus!
Five years ago, On October 28th, Paul
O. Manz, the foremost Lutheran
church musician of the last half century, entered the church
triumphant leaving behind a benchmark for future church
musicians to attain. As we enter into the season of Advent,
I share with you these words from his most beloved work
“E’en so Lord Jesus Quickly Come”, a paraphrase text of
Revelation 22. Appropriately, this was sung as a tribute at
his funeral.
Peace be to you and grace from Him who freed us from our sins,
Who loved us all and shed His blood that we might saved be.

Points of
Interest
Inside

 Christmas
Worship
Schedule

 Thank you’s
Sing holy, holy to our Lord, the Lord Almighty God,
Who was and is and is to come; Sing holy, holy, Lord!

For Christ is coming, is coming soon, for Christ is coming soon!
If you are in need of a Stephen Minister, or feel a
calling to care for another, please call Pastor Bill
Or Pastor Kari 412-364-1606.

~ We are a Stephen Ministry Congregation~

Sunday Morning Worship Services
at 8 & 10:30 a.m.
Christian Ed. at 9:15 a.m.
Summer at 8 & 9:30 a.m.
Saturday Worship 5:30 p.m.
Pastor William Diehm &
Pastor Kari Smail

or

questions@stjohnslutheranchurch.com

Rejoice in heaven, all ye that dwell therein, rejoice on earth, ye saints
below,

www.stjohnslutheranchurch.com
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“ON EAGLES WINGS”

 Women’s
Bible Study

 Poinsettias
 Advent Event
 Advent MidWeek Services

E’en so Lord Jesus quickly come, and night shall be no more;
They need no light nor lamp nor sun, For Christ will be their all!

The choir will be singing this work at
the 8 a.m. liturgy on November 30, 2014
This piece of choral music, as much as any single work, has
inspired me personally, and continues to be the fuel for faith
when the lamp begins to dim. May your Advent season be
filled with the hope that such a confident text inspires.
In Christ,
Pastor Bill Diehm

 Cookie Walk
 Buy-A-Watt
 Notary
Services are
now available
free of charge
for church
members at
the office

WE ARE
ALWAYS
UPDATING
EMAIL
ADDRESSES!

RECYCLE TO HELP THE
Youth Work Camp/N.Y.G.
The senior high youth group
is continuing to collect cell
phones, along with Inkjet and
laser cartridges. So far we
have earned over $900. This project will
continue as long as members of the church
bring in items. Any recyclable items can be
brought to the youth room or church office.
Thank you for all of your support.

Food Item
Of the Month
Do We have
yours???
If not, please
send it to
sjlutheran@
verizon.net

The N.H.C.O. Fishes
Food Pantry & North
Boroughs Food Pantry need
our food donations.
DECEMBER food of the month is:
Rice, Pasta, Potato Packages
Toilet Paper, Toothpaste, Shampoo &
Bar Soap are always needed &
appreciated. Containers are in the coat
room in the Narthex.

The St. John’s Stampers …
The St. John’s Stampers will be taking the
month of December off, “A Visit to Bethlehem”
could use your help and support.
We will plan to get together again in January…
date to be determined later. We wish all a very Blessed
Christmas and a Happy, Healthy New Year.

Questions? Contact Betsy at
724-935-1321 or pdfeaf@zoominternet.net

ST. JOHN’S STAFF MEMBERS

William B. Diehm, Senior Pastor
Kari B. Smail, Associate Pastor
Ron Baling, Dir. of Contemporary Music
Joseph Tuttle Organist & Director of Choirs
Debbie Sandherr, Office Manager
Barb Eback, Office Assistant & Accounts Receivable Clerk
Amy Beacha, Office Assistant
Christina Huffmyer, Accounts Payable Clerk
Laura Coombs, Chief Financial Officer
Pat Hartman, Director of St. John’s Preschool
Dawn Andersson, Director of Volunteer Ministry
Linda Meyerdierks, Youth Ministry Coordinator
Gene Kesner, Sexton
STAFF COVENANT: We will partner to enhance each other’s
ministries, honor each person’s gifts, care for one another and
communicate God’s word and love.

STEWARDSHIP STEW
We are smack dab in the middle of our stewardship season at
St. John’s. It begins with Stewardship Sunday, when we are
asked to give an indication of our “giving” plans for the coming year
and it ostensibly ends when we feel we have communicated our program
needs to the entire church family by year’s end.
But quite honestly, stewards are grown! They are not born, not
manufactured by gimmicky programs; nor is being a good steward an
automatic response to hearing the gospel. And a plethora of information
on program needs doesn’t always lead to greater stewardship.
In fact, in the narrowest and most unfortunate sense of the word
“teaching” (the simple transferring of certain subject material from the
mind of the teacher to the mind of the student) – stewardship is not
taught! Stewards are grown!
May we rejoice at every step of the planting, nurturing, growing, bearing
fruit and harvesting. We know how to express Christian love because we
have first experienced the sacrificial giving love of Jesus. In the same way,
at the offering, we now give because Christ first gave to us. So, as love
begets loving, so, at the offertory, giving begets giving.

Be faithful givers and growing stewards!

Cookie Walk
What is it?
For those who do not particularly like slaving in the
kitchen to make all different kinds of cookies, a
cookie walk is the perfect solution. You get to
leisurely walk throughout the fellowship hall and choose from many
assortments of cookies to put together however many dozen you
would like. You can bring you favorite cookie tin or if you forgot it,
we will have containers provided.
Where is it? Highland Hall
When is it? December, 14 - 8:00 a.m. until all the cookies are gone
How much does it cost? $7.00 per dozen
What is if for? The cookie walk profits will go towards our youth
attending the National Youth Gathering in 2015.
What kinds of cookies will there be?
We will be making sugar cookies, cream wafers, thumbprints, and
buckeyes just to name a few.
The cookie walk gives you a chance to
put together a fresh from the bakery
cookie assortment with
a simple stroll around Highland Hall.

Once again this year,
St. john’s will be collecting Christmas gifts
for children of families who are clients of The
North Side Common Ministry Food Bank.

The Christmas stars will be out on

Saturday & Sunday, November 22-23, 2014
and will stay out until they are all gone.

To Parents With Children Kindergarten Age & Younger!
The first thing we would like to say is thank you for coming to church with
your children – we are so glad that they are here as that is how they learn!
The other thing that some of you may not know is that we do offer a
service during the 10:30 worship called Kids Corner for any kids
kindergarten age and under that need childcare. It takes place in the
preschool daycare room, which is also the 2 and 3 year old Sunday school
classroom, through the door on the left at the front of the sanctuary.
This is certainly not a requirement as we love to have kids in church at
St. John’s; however, it is an option for parents who are interested in this.
Each week the Kids Corner is staffed by a teenager of the congregation, as
well as an adult volunteer. The other thing that we wanted to let parents
know is that volunteers are really needed to help with the adult supervision
role. Right now we have three adults who faithfully help out; however, we
would like to get some more adults involved so that those three volunteers
have more opportunity to worship. The parents of those who utilize this
service seemed like a logical place to start to ask for help. If we are able to
get about 5 more volunteers, then each person would only have to help out
about once every other month. If you are willing and able to do this on an
occasional Sunday, please let Pastor Kari or Debbie, our office manager
know. The church office # is 412-364-1606 and the
email is sjlutheran@verizon.net. Thanks for your consideration
and for your partnership in ministry

Your kids are a joy and a blessing to our church!
Candle & Flower Openings for DECEMBER
Please call the church office if you would
like to have one of these weeks.
Remember:
2 openings for the flowers each week @ $15 each
3 openings for the candle each week @ $3 each
Candle

Pick a star (blue for boys, pink for girls) of the age you want.
Return the gifts unwrapped to the
coat room by December 12.

Thanks for your participation!!

Flower

Dec. 7—3 openings

Dec. 7—1 opening

Dec. 14—3 openings

Dec. 14—1 opening

Dec. 21—2 openings

Dec. 21—0 openings

Dec. 28—3 openings

Dec. 28—0 openings

OPENING NEW DOORS

Opening New Doors

The current Opening New Doors Capital
Campaign has come to an end. Currently our
mortgage has a balance of $1,151,319.13
with a monthly payment of $10,668. This
monthly payment includes an additional
principal pay down of $2,483 to reduce interest
MAKING CHRIST KNOWN costs and pay off the loan as soon as possible.




Use a Building Fund envelope from your monthly envelope packet
Use the Opening New Doors envelope found in the pews.
Use the “Together Giving Growing” pledge card for 2015.

EVERY GIVE MATTERS!

Thank you for your ongoing stewardship & generosity.

Financially Speaking October 31, 2014
GENERAL FUND INCOME
October Actual
$ 41,505.63
October Budget
$ 49,366.67
Gain (Short Fall)
($ 7,861.04)
YTD Actual
YTD Budget
Gain (Short Fall)

$ 458,565.39
$ 493,666.67
($ 35,101.28)

BUILDING FUND INCOME
$ 6,813.08
$ 10,668.00
($ 3,854.92)
$ 81,751.61
$ 106,680.00
($ 24,928.39)

We would like to thank the congregation for their support in
keeping their pledges current.

Watch each Sunday’s church
bulletin for good news about the
growing stewardship life of our
congregation, as we
share our time,
talent and treasure
to

“Make Christ
Known”

OPENING NEW DOORS
Utilization of Funds – Priority
1. Monthly Mortgage
Payment-$10,668.00,
with accelerated principal
payment
2. Monthly Utilities –
Maintenance & Insurance,
$3,500.00

We would like to THANK
everyone for their expressions of
sympathy, visits by pastors and
The Christian
Literacy Associates
friends, food, cards and most of
office at St. John’s is
all prayers. Huff fought long
collecting used cell and hard against his health issues
phones, Laser Jet
and this time he could not
Cartridges and Inkjet
bounce back. We will miss
Cartridges. These
him. He just loved being at
will be recycled and
St. John's, doing various jobs
a donation will be
and we all knew he liked to mow
obtained for our
that grass! As Pastor Bill said
Christian
"His love came from the inside
Literacy Ministry.
out." A special man that will be
Call 412-364-3777 if
missed by family and friends.
you have any questions.
RECYCLE =
READING

Linda Huffmyer and Family

“QUOTE”
of the
Month
“God
respects me
when I work,
but he loves
me when I
Sing!
~tagore

I would like to say

THANK YOU

to the pastors and the

congregation for their prayers
and cards during my recent knee
surgery. The support from
Saint Johns’ has always been
very special and appreciated!

Suzanne Harlan

Christmas Poinsettias
The Priscilla Guild will decorate the church with
flowers for Christmas. Flowers are donated to
honor or memorialize loved ones. The cost is $13.
Please return the tear-off to the church office with a
separate check by Wednesday, December 17th .
-----------------------------Poinsettias – due Wed., December 17th

Senior High (9th-12th grade) Youth News

AND
Holy K.O.W.S. (6th-8th grade) Youth News

AND

Name

God Squad (1st-5th grade) Youth

In honor of
In memory of
Amount Enclosed $

JOIN US FOR OUR
CHRISTMAS SERVICES
Sunday, December 21st
7 p.m. – Service of Lessons & Carols
We will have three services on
Christmas Eve
Wednesday, December 24th
5:00 p.m. – Family Service
7:30 p.m. –Festive Candlelight Service
10 p.m. – Festive Candlelight Service

Sign up to participate in
A Visit to Bethlehem
December 6th, 7th, 13th & 14th
from 1 - 4 p.m. Watch bulletins
and e-mail for more information.

Holy K.O.W.S. (6th-8th grade) Youth News

STEELER GAME @ THE HECKERT'S
December 21st @ 12:45 p.m.
Details to follow!

CHRISTIAN LITERACY DEC. 2014
Christian Literacy, St. John’s Literacy Mission to the World, has been headquartered
in the “Second Floor Apartment” since 1975.
Staff: Dr. Bill & Linda Kofmehl, Chris & Jennie Ebner, Rebecca Pirone & a host of
volunteers. Call 412-364-3777. Websites: www.christianliteracy.com and
www.literacyempowers.com Christian Literacy continues to reach
out locally, nationally, and internationally from the second floor “apartment".
If you would like to "“See the Doctor", call 412-364-3777.

OUR 40TH ANNIVERSARY YEAR CONTINUES!
VOLUNTEER OF THE MONTH - This month we would like to highlight one of our
favorite early volunteers: Mr. Joseph Mosca. "Uncle Joe" as we all called him, was
with CLA from the earliest days, first volunteering in late 1976 after hearing Dr. Bill
talk about Christian Literacy on a radio program. He came to us at age 70 and
continued until he "went home to be with the Lord' at age 94! "Uncle Joe", a retired
senior bank teller, was a ninth grade dropout, but was one of the most highly
self-educated men we have ever met. Having to quit school to help support his
widowed mother and two other siblings, Joe worked his way up in the business
world. He taught two totally illiterate men to read with CLA materials. He also was
our newsletter editor for many years and spent at least one day a week heading up
the "Punch and Bind Committee", a group of senior citizens who helped prepare our
textbooks by collating the pages and punching them with an "Ibico binding
system". Thousands of phone directory sized English textbooks and many more
thousands of overseas reading textbooks in exotic languages like Malayalam and
Telugu were completed under his watchful eye. The "Kofmehl Kids", who spent
the afternoons in the office after morning pre-school, were encouraged to call him
"Uncle Joe". Soon everyone else knew him by that name. He was the first of a
number of "courtesy uncles and aunts" who were very much involved in the lives of
"the Kids" and are still remembered fondly. Help CLA through United Way - As
usual, those who give to United Way at work are able to designate Allegheny Co.
Literacy Council, Inc./ Christian Literacy Associates as the recipient under United
Way Contributors Choice. Our number is #2146. We do not receive funding
from United Way unless it is directly designated. We would also like to thank those
who have helped us in the past. Please remember that our ministry cannot receive
any funds from government sources because of the Christian content in our
materials. Thrivent ACTION Teams need to set up their projects before the end of
the year or forfeit the funds available for 2014. If you are a Thrivent policy holder,
you have had access to two $250 visa debit cards to be used to fund two small
community projects. If you want more information, talk to your Thrivent rep. The
projects can vary broadly and be used to help many agencies. For ideas on a
Christian Literacy "Action Team Project', call Christian Literacy at 412-3643777. Don't be one to "lose your talent" (a worse situation than the servant in
Jesus' parable who buried his in the ground)!

OPPORTUNITIES TO HELP CHRISTIAN LITERACY

Are you in need of unique presents for those on your Christmas list? Why not
attend the events listed below and visit our table where we will be selling fair-trade,
hand-made items created by artisans in Costa Rica and Nicaragua. A portion of the
proceeds will go to Christian Literacy’s programs to teach children and adults
in need of basic reading skills while sharing Jesus Christ’s love.

St. John’s Lutheran Church of Highland – A Visit to Bethlehem
311 Cumberland Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15237—December 6 7, 13, 14
All Dates are 1 – 4 p.m.

Advent Midweek Services
Come one, come all,
to our mid-week Advent gatherings,
an opportunity for
fellowship and worship!
The services will be on December 3rd, 10th and 17th
from 6-7:15 p.m.
We will begin with a soup & sandwich supper and time of
fellowship followed by an evening prayer service
from 6:45–7:15 p.m.
Come, prepare your heart for the Savior!
We hope that you join us as we
gather to prepare for the coming of Christ!
ADVENT EVENT

PREPARE YOUR HEARTS FOR CHRISTMAS
FRIDAY, December 5, 2014
The evening begins with our traditional Ham dinner in
Highland Hall at 6 p.m. Then we will go to the Nave of the
Church for a short prayer service at 7 p.m. From there we will
proceed to the Fellowship Hall for a candlelight walk and caroling through
Bethlehem. Following that, dessert will be served in Highland Hall. Come for
dinner or just for the Prayer Service and walk through Bethlehem. Reservations
will be needed for the dinner. Please fill out the info. below and return to

the office or put it in the offering plate, no later than Wed., Dec. 3, 2014
-----------------------------Advent Event—R.S.V.P. by Wed., December 3, 2014
Name __________________________________________________
# of Adults attending__________# of children attending________
A free will offering will be taken during the dinner.

OPPORTUNITIES FOR
SERVICE
WE NEED VOLUNTEERS
for all worship assisting
positions.
We need ushers, greeters,
lectors, deacons, assistant
ministers & ESPECIALLY kid’s
corner staff!! Please call
412-364-1606 if you are interested.

Recycle = Reading
The Christian Literacy Associates
office at St. John’s is collecting
used cell phones, Laser Jet
Cartridges and Inkjet Cartridges.
These will be recycled and a
donation will be obtained for our
Christian Literacy Ministry.
Call
412-364-3777
if you have
any questions.

AS A REMINDER,

WE HAVE MANY GROUPS
USING THE CHURCH, PLEASE,
KEEP IN MIND THE SECURITY OF
THE BUILDING.
ALWAYS LOCK THE DOORS!!
WHETHER OR NOT YOU THINK
SOMEONE IS IN THE BUILDING!
THANK YOU!

ST. JOHN’S
has recently received a
donation of 11 gravesites
located in the Allegheny
Memorial Cemetery.
The Cemetery Committee is
offering to sell them for the
same price as our own plots
--$500 each plus a transfer
fee. This is a considerable
savings. This offer is not
limited to church
members, so if you or any
of your neighbors or friends
want to take advantage of
this, please contact the
church office.

HERITAGE HOSPICE
As the kids go back to school, it’s a great time to begin a rewarding
volunteer opportunity! Heritage Hospice, LLC is looking for individuals who would
like to share their time and talents with our patients and families right here in your
neighborhoods. The possibilities are endless for patient volunteers – take your
talents and put them to a special use or talk with our volunteer coordinator for
many more ideas! Our office is located on Freeport Street in New Kensington.
We would love to have you join our team and make a difference in someone’s
life! Contact Sara Kiley at 724-334-6600 or skiley@heritagehospicepa.com to join
the heritage team!
“It is not the magnitude of our actions, but the amount of love that
is put into them that matters”-Mother Teresa

Preschool
Panorama
The children are really getting excited as December approaches. There
will be programs, parties, presents to give and receive, and the children
will be learning the true meaning of Christmas. All the students will be
visiting our “Visit to Bethlehem.”
The 2 year olds have matured a great deal during the past three months.
They will be making Christmas surprises, and learning Christmas songs
and finger plays. They have enjoyed their first experience at school and
are looking forward to the 2 ½ year old classes in January when they will
be staying by themselves.
The 3 year olds are having a very busy season. They are practicing for
their first performance for their families, and are busy making surprises
and decorations for their parents. They are awed by the wonders
of the season.
The 4 year olds are also busy making “surprises” for their families, and
learning more about the holiday season.
The prekindergarten class will be making gifts and projects, too.
They will be discussing the meaning of the holiday season and
various ways to celebrate. They, too, will have a program
for their parent’s friends.

From all the students and staff at the preschool,
have a Blessed Christmas and A Happy New Year!

Cumberland Kids

Meets from
3:45-5:45 p.m. on Wednesdays
This program is open to all
1st through 8th graders.
The program will consist of recreation
and activities in our new gym, help with homework, plus a meal.
The cost per student is $1 per week. Register your child now!
Please contact the church
office for a registration form and more details.
sjlutheran@verizon.net or at 412-364-1606

“Hearing the Word” Campaign

NATIONAL YOUTH GATHERING
JULY 15 -19, 2015
lmmeyers@zoominternet.net
Linda Meyerdierks, Youth Ministry Coordinator

Attention all ladies!
You are invited to join Pastor Kari for
our annual Advent Women’s Bible
Study! This year we will be discussing
a book entitled, Not a Silent Night –
Mary Looks Back to Bethlehem, ‘by
Adam Hamilton. The description of the
study states: “Imagine Jesus from
Mary’s point of view—proud of her
son, in awe of his gifts and mission,
guided by love for him as a person and so much more. In this book,
Adam Hamilton begins at the end, with Mary at the crucifixion and
resurrection; travels back in time as she witnesses his life and
‘ministry; and ends at the beginning, with the Christ child born in a
stable, Mary’s beautiful baby. This year, experience Advent and
Christmas with Mary.” There will be two sessions offered each
week on Wednesdays. One will be at noon and ladies are welcome
to bring their lunch, and the other is at 7:00 p.m.
We will meet for both sessions on December 3rd, December 10th,
and December 17th. If you have any questions, feel free to contact
Pastor Kari at kbsmail1@verizon.net or at 412-364-1606.

Hope to see you there!

St. John’s current sound system has served us well in our worship
for nearly 25 years. Now, frequent breakdowns and repair costs
mean that a complete overhaul is in order. Your church council
has reviewed several bids and chosen one that seems to be the best
fit and value from a local provider in Pittsburgh. The approximate
cost of all phases will be $36,000, and we are asking for donations
from the congregation to meet this need. Gifts may be given in
honor or memory of a loved one, and these will be acknowledged
in the bulletin. Please note ‘sound system’ on any donation.
Please visit stjohnslutheranchurch.com/audio for more info or pick
up a “Hearing the Word” brochure in the narthex.
The council thanks you for
your consideration of this need.
If you haven’t already contributed
to the sound system, see below...

DECEMBER 2014 Assisting Schedule

DECEMBER 2014 Assisting Schedule
ACOLYTES

8 a.m.

10:30 a.m.

Dec. 7

Paige Miller

Jonathan Partridge

Dec. 6 Grant Jones

Dec. 14

Nina Ruffolo

Jessica Fukas

Dec. 21

Abby Miller

Thalia Driscoll

Dec. 13
Drew Hunker
Dec. 20
Brandon Visconti
Dec. 27
Joseph Hunker

Dec. 28

One Service 9:30 a.m.
Paige Miller
Today

DEACONS
Dec. 7
Dec. 14
Dec. 21
Dec. 28

8 a.m.
Tom Beilstein,
Dan Maljak
Bob & Margie Miller

GREETERS

5:30 p.m.

10:30 a.m.
Cathy Coudriet,
Chris Lindberg
Doug Hull,
Mary Pat Jackson
Lee & Beth Fischer
Mac McIlvried,
John Miller
9:30 a.m.
One Service Today Howard McIlvried,
Eric Kofmehl

Nancy Swanhart, Pat Hartman

Dec. 14

Bob Robertson,
Doris Hodgkiss
Lee & Beth Fischer

Sue Carr, Dawn Andersson

Alternates:

8 a.m.

10:30 a.m.

5:30 p.m.

Dec. 7

Bob & Brian Miller,
Jerry Cronenweth, Gene Modic

Andrea & John
Miller

Dec. 6
Mary Jean
Voigt

Dec. 14

Tom Beilstein, Harold Brandt,
Mario DeIuliis, Bill Danklefsen,
Heather McElroy

Roger McQuaid,
Jennifer
Singleton

Dec. 13
Ted
Oczypok

Dec. 21

Kent & Jim Bruggeman,
Sam Falck, Jeremy Fowkes

Ted Oczypok,
Cathy Coudriet

Dec. 20
Jennifer
Singleton

9:30 a.m.
Dan & Rosina
Maljak,
Gail Polosky,
Joseph Ulomi

Dec. 27
Matt Reiff

One Service Today

Bill & Betty Jones

Dec. 28

5:30 p.m.
Dec. 6
Pat Hartman
Dec. 13
Chris Lindberg
Dec. 20
Marge Miller
Dec. 27
Elaine Teare

“FRIDGE FACTS”
(This page made especially for placing on your refrigerator.)

10:30 a.m.

Dec. 7

Dec. 21

USHERS

Dec. 28

8 a.m.

Mary Ann Eppinger, Doug Hull

One Service Today
Linda & Sam Falck

ASST. MIN.

Roger & Jan McQuaid

8 a.m.

Dec. 7

Sam Baling

Dec. 14

Betsy Fackler

Dec. 21

Sue Diehm

Dec. 28

9:30 a.m.
Drew Leister

The pastors
will be reaching
out to members
to fill in
assistant
positions for
our Christmas
Eve Services!

LECTORS
Dec. 7

8:00 a.m.
Carletta Nichols

10:30 a.m.
Steve Hrvoich

Dec. 14

Matt Reiff

Carol Sperandeo

Dec. 21

Brian Miller

Laurie Volpe

Dec. 28

One Service
Today

KIDS CORNER
10:30 a.m.
Dec. 7
Jean Martz, Youth
Dec. 14
Amy Wehrspann, Youth
Dec. 21
Dec. 28

9:30 a.m. Dan & Rosina Maljak

Beth Dailey, Youth
9:30 a.m.
Laura & Nick Lankes

9:30 a.m.
Sam Baling

Kids Corner is
offered at the
second service on
Sunday mornings for
children up to First
Grade in the
daycare room.

“FRIDGE FACTS”
(This page made especially for placing on your refrigerator.)

