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òON EAGLES WINGSó 

Points of  
Interest  
Inside  

§ Canoe Club  

Outing 

 

§ UNITE TO FIGHT 
walk 

 

§ Marriage 

Encounter 

 

§ Youth Worship 
Weekend in the 

SEPTEMBER we 

need you! 

 

§ WE NEED  

CALCULATORS!! 

 

§ WANTED!  

Sunday School 

Teachers 

 

§ Notary  

Services are now 

available free of 

charge for church 

members at the of-

fice 

 

§ Help St. Johnôs by 
shopping at Shop-N-

Save,  Details 

 inside! 

 

§ ñLibraryò for  

creativity  

now at  

St. Johnôs!! 

 

§ WE NEED YOU!! 
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              ST. JOHNôS STAFF MEMBERS 
William B. Diehm, Senior Pastor  
Kari B. Smail, Associate Pastor 
Ron Baling, Dir. of  Contemporary Music 
Joseph Tuttle Organist & Director of Choirs 
Debbie Sandherr, Office Manager 
Barb Eback, Office Assistant & Accounts Receivable Clerk 
Amy Beacha, Office Assistant 
Christina Huffmyer, Accounts Payable Clerk 
Laura Coombs, Chief Financial Officer 
Pat Hartman, Director of  St. Johnõs Preschool 
Dawn Andersson, Director of Volunteer Ministry 
Linda Meyerdierks, Youth Ministry Coordinator 
Gene Kesner, Sexton  

STAFF COVENANT: We will partner to enhance each otherõs  
ministries,  honor each personõs gifts, care  for one another and  

communicate Godõs word and love. 

RECYCLE TO HELP THE 

 Youth Work Camp/N.Y.G. 
The senior high youth group is 

continuing to collect Inkjet and 

laser cartridges.   

So far we have earned over 

$1,086.40.  

This project will continue as 

long as members of the church 

bring in items.  Any recyclable 

items can be brought to the 

youth room or church office. 

Thank you for all of  

your support.   

NO MORE CELL PHONES 

AS OF JULY 1, 2015 

WE ARE 
ALWAYS 

UPDATING 
EMAIL 

ADDRESSES!  
 

  
 
 
 

Do We have 
yours???   

If not, please  
send it to 

sjlutheran@ 
verizon.net 

Food Item  

Of the Month  
The N.H.C.O.  Fishes Food Pantry & North 

Boroughs Food Pantry need our food  

donations.  

 

SEPTEMBERôS food of the month is Baking Mixes 

(cakes, muffins, etc.) 

Toilet Paper, Toothpaste,  Shampoo & Bar Soap are 

 always needed & appreciated.  Containers are in  

the coat room in the Narthex. 

UNITE TO FIGHT 
 Pittsburgh Walk for Polycystic Kidney Disease 
(PKD) will be on September 12, 2015.   

Registration/Check-in at 8:30 a.m.  Start: 10 a.m.  
at Waterfront, 149 W. Bridge St., Homestead, PA 
15120.  No fee needed and donations are  
accepted.  Any questions, call Jean Bost at 
 724-443-0418.  Walkfordpkd.org/Pittsburgh. 

ǩɻɻɺ̲ϝɵʀϝʃɵɸɸϝɮɱϝʀɵɹɱϝɲɻɾϝʀɴɱϝɸɱɭʂɱɿϝʀɻϝɯɴɭɺɳɱϝɯɻɸɻɾ̲ϝ
ɭɺɰϝɲɻɾϝʀɴɱϝǩɻɹɱʃɴɱɾɱϝǟɺ-ɮɱʀʃɱɱɺɱɾɿϝʀɻϝʂɵɿɵʀϝ 
ǩʅɸʂɭɺϝǙɭɺɻɱϝǙɸʁɮϝɲɻɾϝʀɴɱɵɾϝɲɭɸɸϝɻʁʀɵɺɳ̵ϝϝǭɱϝʃɵɸɸϝ
ɹɱɱʀϝɵɺϝʀɴɱϝɲɾɻɺʀϝɼɭɾɷɵɺɳϝɸɻʀϝɭʀϝ;̴ʹͭϝɭ̵ɹ̵ϝɻɺϝ
ǭɱɰɺɱɿɰɭʅ̲ϝǩɱɼʀɱɹɮɱɾϝ;ʀɴ̵ϝϝǦɸɱɭɿɱϝɮɾɵɺɳϝɭɺϝ 
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ǚɭɺɷɸɱɲɿɱɺϝʃɵʀɴϝɽʁɱɿʀɵɻɺɿϝɻɾϝ

ʅɻʁɾϝɾɱɿɱɾʂɭʀɵɻɺ̵ 



CHRISTIAN LITERACY  
SEPTEMBER 2015 

Christian Literacy Associates has been providing the key 

to eliminate illiteracy, build relationships, and share the 

Good News using The Christian Literacy Series  from 

right here at our offices at  

St. Johnõs Lutheran Church of Highland since 1975. 

     After attending Summer Reading Camps using The Christian Literacy 
Series , children, mainly pre -K through fourth graders who were helped in 

developing their basic reading skills, started the new school year ready to 

learn and succeed in the classroom.  Literacy programs were held across 

Western PA in churches such as Christian Center Church in Belle Vernon 

and at camps like Camp Agape in Hickory, as well as across the country in 

cities such as Little Rock, Arkansas.  Our model camp programs were held 

at St. Johnõs Lutheran Church of Highland and in Butler, assisting pre-K 

through at -risk second graders in growing essential reading skills in our 

BLOOM program.   

òOne of the things I keep learning is that the secret of being happy  

is doing things for other people.ó ð Dick Gregory  

     If you are a Thrivent Financial policy holder and would like to help 

Christian Literacy Associates in its 40 th  year of ministering to the  

community, please email clapress@aol.com or call us at 412 -364 -3777 to 

host an easy, one day Thrivent Action Team.  If you love to read, youõll love 

this simple, yet powerful, project!  

    If you are interested in being trained to work with your child,  

grandchild, or neighbor, upcoming literacy workshops  in your area, held at 

St. Johnõs Lutheran Church of Highland on the second floor of the  

education wing, include:         

Saturday, October 17 from 9:00 -  1:00  

Saturday, November 21 from 9:00 -  1:00  

     You will be trained in the use of The Christian Literacy Series Complete 
Set .  The workshop, along with a light lunch, is provided at no cost thanks 

to continued support from churches such as yours.  Pre -registration is  

required.  Dates, times, and location are subject to change, so please make 

sure to call (412 -364 -3777) or email (clapress@aol.com) to pre -register.  

Be a light in the darkness of illiteracyé or pass this information on to 

someone who can make use of the upcoming training workshops.   

Thank you for your support of our local,  
national, and international work!  

North Hills Community OutreachñSEPTEMBER 2015 
N.H.C.O. is now on Facebook. Become a fan today! 

 

N.H.C.O. winter coat drive begins September 1  
North Hills Community Outreach will collect new and gently used winter coats for local  
families in need September 1 through October 30. All sizes are appreciated; childrenôs and 
adult XL - XXL are especially needed. Coats should be clean and have working zippers. Hats, 
gloves and scarves are also welcome. Donations can be dropped off at N.H.C.O. Allison 
Park, 1975 Ferguson Road, Hampton, Monday ï Friday, 9am-4pm, September 1 through 
October 30, or in the N.H.C.O. Allison Park food pantry during special donation hours, 9:00 
a.m. to noon, Saturdays, September 19 and October 10.  For more information, please  
contact Vicki at vdburst@nhco.org or 412-487-6316 opt 1. 
Reminder: N.H.C.O. can help those who are newly struggling 
Families or individuals who find themselves out of work, widowed, or going through divorce or 
bankruptcy can come to North Hills Community Outreach for help. Emergency services  
include utility and one-time rental help, emergency food and pantry services. Other services 
include employment and budgeting help, Sharing Projects (winter coats, school supplies, 
holiday gifts and Thanksgiving dinners), transportation assistance and a low-cost car  
purchasing program, Long-term Case Management, Educational Assistance, and senior  
services (rides to the doctor or grocery store, friendly visits, yard work) and much more. 
Please refer those in need to nhco.org or call 412-487-6316 opt 1.  
N.H.C.O. pantries welcome excess garden produce 
Home gardeners who find themselves with excess produce can donate it to North Hills  
Community Outreachôs three food pantries, which serve nearly 1,700 local families each year. 
Produce can be dropped off at N.H.C.O. Allison Park, 1975 Ferguson Road, Hampton, 9:00 
a.m.-4:00 pm weekdays, during special donation hours, 9:00 a.m. - noon, Saturdays,  
September 19 and October 10, or by appointment at other offices. For more information,  
visit www.nhco.org or call 412-487-6316 opt 1.  
Volunteers needed for N.H.C.O.ôs senior programs 
Dedicated volunteers are needed to provide free services to seniors in northern Allegheny 
County through the North Hills Community Outreach In Service of Seniors program. Caring 
volunteers are matched with seniors ages 60 and older to provide transportation to medical 
appointments, the grocery store or food pantry or shopping for the senior, friendly visiting, 
telephone reassurance calls, seasonal leaf raking and snow shoveling, and driving or  
dispatching one of our Free Rides for Seniors shuttles.  For more information about  
volunteering, please call Cathy at 412-307-0069 ext 3313. 
N.H.C.O. Volunteer Orientations 
North Hills Community Outreach will host a Volunteer Orientation session at 6 p.m.,Thursday, 
September 10 in N.H.C.O. Allison Park, 1975 Ferguson Road and 10 am, Thursday, October 
15 in N.H.C.O. Millvale, 416 Lincoln Ave. Volunteers are needed for all sites, and needs  
include drivers for Free Rides for Seniors shuttles or to transport seniors in their own vehicles 
to appointments, receptionists, data entry, volunteers to tend garden and grounds, drivers to 
transport pantry donations and garden produce, and much more. Please contact Patti at 
pmferraro@nhco.org or 412-408-3830 ext 3204 to register.  
Ask the Attorney sessions for low-income families 
Free legal consultation for issues such as divorce, bankruptcy, credit issues, family matters, 
rent disputes and more is available for families in need at North Hills Community Outreach 
locations the second Wednesday of each month at 7pm. Upcoming ATA sessions are: 
N.H.C.O. North Boroughs September 9 and N.H.C.O. Allison Park October 14. Attendees 
MUST pre-register for these contact Harriet at hzgibbs@nhco.org or 412-408-3830.  
Working families are waiting to purchase a car; donate your car to Community Auto!  
Do you or a family member have a car you donôt need or want? No matter what the condition, 
your old vehicle can help a working family! Consider donating it to Community Auto, a pro-
gram of North Hills Community Outreach. Community Auto accepts vehicles in any condition, 
has them repaired, and sells them at below market value to local working families who need 
them to get to work. Last year 36 families purchased cars from Community Auto, and 96 

more cars were sold at auction to support our program. You could change a life and get the 
maximum tax deduction. Call 724-443-8300 or visit www.communityauto.org. 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Allison-Park-PA/North-Hills-Community-Outreach/147499803724
mailto:vdburst@nhco.org
http://www.nhco.org
mailto:pmferraro@nhco.org
mailto:hzgibbs@nhco.org
http://www.communityauto.org


Candle & Flower Openings for SEPTEMBER 
Call the office if you would  like to reserve a candle/flower 412-364-1606. 

Remember:  
2 openings for flowers weekly @ $15 each  

 3 openings for candles weekly @ $3 each   

 Candle                                    Flower 

September 6ð2 openings September 6ð2 openings 

September 13ð3 openings September 13ð1 opening 

September 20ð3 openings September 20ð1opening 

September 27ð2 openings September 27ð2 openings 

ATTENTION: 
 

Scrap-bookers,  
stampers 
 & crafters!  

 
St. Johnôs now has a rubber 

stamp lending library. It is located 
in the conference room and has 
lots of stamps and stamp sets 
along with some books of ideas. 
There is a ñdirectoryò book with 
samples of each stamp/set and a 
code system so it should be easy 
to find the set once you chose 
what you want to borrow. (Please 
do not take individual stamps out 
of a set).  The sign-out sheet is in 
the front of the directory. Fill in the 
 information when you borrow  
something and cross it out when 
you have returned things. Enjoy! 

The St. Johnõs Stampers 
Will be meeting on  

Saturday, September 19th, 9 a.m.-Noon 
 There will be several projects/cards ready  
for you to make including a Christmas 

 preview. Cost is $5/person to help cover the cost of materials. 
Hope you can join uséor just stop by to see what we do. 

Donôt forget to check out the stamp library  
in the conference room! 

Questions? Contact Betsy at  
724 -935 -1321 or pdfeaf@zoominternet.net  

%ÓÜɯ2ÏÖÛÚɯ 
A flu shot clinic will be held 

at St. Johnüs on  
Sunday, October 4, 2015  

between 9 a.m. and Noon.  
Immunizations will be given 

by a pharmacist from  
Rite-Aid and will be free to 
anyone with Medicare Part 
B, UPMC, Highmark, or, 
other qualifying health  

insurance.  You must have 
your insurance card with 
you and be 18 years of  

age or older.  Please sign  
up ahead of time by calling 

Margie Miller at  
(412) 366-3641, or, call the 

church office.   
Watch the Sunday bulletin 

for more details. 

ɯ  
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Opening New Doors  
 

 

 

§ Use a Building Fund envelope from your monthly envelope packet. 

§ Use the Opening New Doors envelope found in the pews. 

§ Use the ñTogether Giving Growingò pledge card for 2015. 
 

 

EVERY GIVE MATTERS! 
Thank you for your ongoing stewardship & generosity. 

OPENING NEW DOORS 

MAKING CHRIST KNOWN 

Watch each Sundayôs  

church bulletin for good  

news about the growing 

 stewardship life of our  

congregation, as we share 

our time, talent and treasure to  

ñMake Christ Knownò  

Financially Speaking as of July 31, 2015  
 

                           General Fund Income               
July Actual                $ 47,804.09     
July Budget               $ 57,726.92                       
Gain (Short Fall)                ($   9,922.83)                                         
 

YTD Actual                          $ 413,780.94   
YTD Budget                         $ 404,088.42     
Gain (Short Fall)                 $     9,692.52                                         
      

We would like to thank the congregation for their support in 

 keeping their pledges current. 

FEED THE PIG 
If you missed Pastor Billüs childrenüs sermon  
a few weeks ago, you may wonder why those  
people are holding piggy banks at the exits to  
the sanctuary and asking you to þFeed the Pig.ÿ   
Actually, they are collecting money for the  
Greater Pittsburgh Community Food Bank.   
All the money collected goes to provide food for those suffering 
from food insecurity.  Several years ago, some wise person  
figured that if every church member gave $1 a month, the food 
banks would have all the funds necessary to meet their needs.  
We have designated the first Sunday of each month as Pig  
Sunday, when we ask you to feed Bob (which is what the  
children named one of the pigs) and Bobbette.  Bob stands for 
þBenevolence Our Business.ÿ   
    The Social Ministry Committee  
  thanks you for your participation. 
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OPPORTUNITIES FOR  

SERVICE  
WE NEED VOLUNTEERS  
for all  worship assisting  

positions.   

We need ushers, greeters,  

lectors, deacons, assistant  

ministers & ESPECIALLY  

kidôs corner staff!!  
Please call  412-364-1606  

if you are interested. 

Preschool  
Panorama  

 

                  All our students are getting settled in their  

new classes with their new friends and teachers. 

 

Our 2 year old class and Momôs, who meet on Fridays from 9 

to 10:30 a.m. or 10:45 a.m. to 12:15 p.m., will start on  

September 11.  We have many new friends this year. 

  Taught by Elaine Teare & Laurie Ross. 

Our 3 year olds will meet on Monday and Wednesday  

mornings or afternoons or Tuesday and Thursday mornings or  

afternoons.  Their teachers are Pat Hartman and Cindy Roberts.  

Their first class will be Wed. Sept. 9 or Thursday, Sept. 10. 

Our 4 year olds meet on Monday, Wednesday and Friday 

mornings or afternoons.  They also have an optional fourth day 

if wanted.  Their teachers are Jenn Bolinda and Linda Claypool 

or Eileen Coran and Dena Solman.   They start Friday, Sept. 11. 

Our pre-kindergarten is taught by Chris Sartori and Laurie 

Ross.  They meet Monday - Thursday mornings or afternoons & 

start Thursday, Sept. 10. 

Our daycare is headed by Donna Wolfe and will open Monday, 

September 14 from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday through Friday.  

We still have a few openings available, so tell everyone about 

our great school.  If anyone is interested in joining us, please 

call Pat Hartman at 412-364-0575.   

 

Thank you again for giving us the opportunity  

to serve the community in this way.

Recycle = 

Reading 
Christian Literacy 

Associates at  

St. Johnôs is collecting used cell 

phones,  Laser Jet Cartridges and 

Inkjet Cartridges.  These will be 

recycled and a donation will be  

obtained for our Christian Literacy 

Ministry.  Call 412-364-3777 if 

you have any questions. 

ATTENTION MARRIED COUPLES   
When is the last time the two of you did  

something to enrich and revitalize your marriage?  
Make 2015 the year you resolve to take time to 
spend a weekend learning how to make your  
marriage a more intimate, loving, Christian union.  
 Lutheran Marriage Encounter Weekends run from Friday night at 8 p.m. 
to Sunday around 4 p.m. and have been enriching marriages for almost 
40 years!  There is a $45 per couple registration fee; plus toward the end 
of the weekend, you will be given an opportunity to make a confidential 
contribution toward continuation of the program.  Two nights lodging, 5 

meals for each of you, all supplies are included.  
  

The 2015 Pennsylvania Weekends are: 
September 18-20, 2015 at Spruce Lake Retreat Center, Canadensis, PA,  
a new, hotel-style facility on Spruce Lake in the heart of the Pocono  

Mountains ï an hour north of Allentown. 
October 16-18, 2015 in Lancaster, PA, at the all newly-renovated 
 Heritage Hotel Lancaster, home of the unique tree-house-inspired  

restaurant, ñLoxleyôs.ò 

Registrations are limited, so act today to ensure that you can 
 attend the Weekend of your choice.   

To sign up online, go to: www.GodLovesMarriage.org and pay the $45 
fee using your credit card, or mark the option to mail in a check   For 

questions, or if you would like a brochure mailed to you,  
contact Pennsylvania Directors of Lutheran  

Marriage Encounter, Fred & Julie Schamber, at 724-325-3166 
 or email: fjschamber@comcast.net.   

òQUOTEó of the Month 

ò Be not anxious about what you 

have , but about what you are.  

~ St. Gregory of Nyssa  



 

Senior High (9th- 12th grade) Youth News  

 

          Holy K.O.W.S. (6th- 8th grade) Youth News  

 

God Squad (1st- 5th grade) Youth News  

AND 

ATTENTION:  
Grades 4 & 5, Holy K.O.W.S. & Senior High Youth 

THE YOUTH WORSHIP WEEKEND  
is Sat. Sept. 12th at 5:30 p.m. &  
Sun., Sept.13th at 8 & 10:30 a.m.  

The youth will be participating in ALL THREE services!  
  

We Need VOLUNTEERS to be:  
Acolytes, Greeters, Ushers, Lectors & 

for our Senior High to be Communion Deacons.   
 

Please let me know if you are willing to help out at either 
one or all three of the services AND what you would like to 

do.  Please email or call to let me know!   
Thank you, Linda Meyerdierks  

lmmeyers@zoominternet.net or 724-772-0024. 

ST. JOHNôS has  received a  donation of 13 gravesites  

located in the Allegheny Memorial Cemetery.  The  

Cemetery Committee is offering to sell them for the same price 

as our own plots--$500 each plus a transfer fee.  This is a  

considerable  savings.  This offer is not limited to church  

members, so if you or any of your neighbors or friends want to 

take advantage of this, contact the church office.   

AS A REMINDER, 
WE HAVE MANY GROUPS USING THE CHURCH,  
PLEASE, KEEP IN MIND THE SECURITY OF THE 

BUILDING.   
ALWAYS LOCK THE DOORS!! 

WHETHER OR NOT YOU THINK SOMEONE IS IN THE 
BUILDING!  THANK YOU! 

Cumberland Kids  
Will start meeting again on 

September 16, 2015  

and will meet at  

3:45-5:45 p.m. on Wednesdays 

throughout the school year  

This program is open to all  

1st through 8
th

 graders. 

The program will consist of recreation and  

activities in our arena, help with homework, plus a 

meal.  The cost per student is $1 per week.   

Register your child now! Please contact the 

church office for a registration form and more 

details.  sjlutheran@verizon.net or at 412-364-1606 

Miniature Golf at Wildwood Highlands 
DATE:  Sunday, September 20th 

COST:  $5.50 for Youth, $6.50 for Adults 

TIME:  11:45 a.m. ï 1:45 p.m. 
 

R.S.V.P. by September 18th  
 

Location: Highland Hall/Wildwood Highlands 

Please bring a bag lunch; we will eat before 

we head over to Wildwood Highlands. Also, 

we need parents to help with the driving. 

(Pick up at Wildwood Highlands)   

Any questions or concerns please call or email Linda Meyerdierks  

at 724-772-0024 or lmmeyers@zoominternet.net 
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