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Points of
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 Christmas
Poinsettias

 Women’s Advent
Bible Study

 WE NEED
CALCULATORS!!

 Help St. John’s by
shopping at
Shop-N-Save,
Details inside!

 “Library” for
creativity
now at
St. John’s!!

 WE NEED YOU!!

 Notary Services are
now available free of
charge at the office
for church members

 Feed the Pig

 Christmas Worship
Schedule

 ADVENT EVENT

 A BIG THANK
YOU TO OUR
YOUTH!!

 Thank you!

WE ARE
ALWAYS
UPDATING
EMAIL
ADDRESSES!

Do We have
yours???
If not, please
send it to
sjlutheran@verizon.net

RECYCLE TO HELP THE
Youth Work Camp/N.Y.G.
The senior high youth group is
continuing to collect Inkjet and
laser cartridges. So far we
have earned over $1,086.40.
This project will continue as
long as members of the church
bring in items. Any recyclable
items can be brought to the
youth room or church office.
Thank you for all of
your support.
NO MORE CELL
PHONES AS OF
JULY 1, 2015

St. John’s donated eleven Thanksgiving Dinners to
North Hills Community Outreach to be distributed to
eleven need families. Dollar-wise, this amounts to $330.
These dinners will be greatly appreciated.
Thank you very much
for your generosity!

Food Item Of the Month
The N.H.C.O. Fishes Food Pantry & North
Boroughs Food Pantry need our food donations.
DECEMBER’S food of the month is
Rice, pasta and potato packages
Toilet Paper, Toothpaste, Shampoo & Bar Soap
are always needed & appreciated. Containers are in
the coat room in the Narthex.

ST. JOHN’S STAFF MEMBERS

William B. Diehm, Senior Pastor
Kari B. Smail, Associate Pastor
Ron Baling, Dir. of Contemporary Music
Joseph Tuttle Organist & Director of Choirs
Debbie Sandherr, Office Manager
Barb Eback, Office Assistant & Accounts Receivable Clerk
Amy Beacha, Office Assistant
Christina Huffmyer, Accounts Payable Clerk
Laura Coombs, Chief Financial Officer
Pat Hartman, Director of St. John’s Preschool
Dawn Andersson, Director of Volunteer Ministry
Linda Meyerdierks, Youth Ministry Coordinator
Gene Kesner, Sexton
STAFF COVENANT: We will partner to enhance each other’s
ministries, honor each person’s gifts, care for one another and
communicate God’s word and love.

IT IS THAT TIME AGAIN!
WE WILL BE COLLECTING GIFTS
FOR CHILDREN IN NEED
As we have for the past several years, we will again
be collecting gifts for the children whose parents use
the food bank at the North Side Common Ministries.
Stars will soon appear indicating a child’s gender and age will
appear in the narthex for your selection. Each star is numbered.
Take a star, sign the book, and return your gift (UNWRAPPED)

by December 13.
We thank you for your participation.
The Social Ministry Committee

North Hills Community Outreach—DECEMBER 2015
N.H.C.O. is now on Facebook. Become a fan today!

N.H.C.O. Holiday Gift Collection continues through December 11:
Shop Black Friday to donate on Sharing Saturday!
North Hills Community Outreach is accepting new, unwrapped toys, games, sporting
equipment, sports apparel and gift cards for children ages birth through 18 years through
December 11; earlier donations are encouraged, but the December 11 deadline is
extremely important! Gifts appropriate for teens are especially needed. Donations can be
dropped off at N.H.C.O., 1975 Ferguson Road, Allison Park, PA 15101, Monday-Friday,
9 a.m.-4 p.m., and at the food pantry behind the building, 9 a.m.-Noon, Saturdays,
November 28 (day after Black Friday) and December 5. For more information, please
contact Vicki at vdburst@nhco.org or 412-487-6316 opt 1.
N.H.C.O. Sharing Winter Warmth
Many believe that no child should be without a gift at the holidays, and Pittsburgh area
residents have a history of generous toy donations. But other more basic needs – as well as
other disadvantaged populations – often receive less attention. North Hills Community
Outreach’s Sharing Winter Warmth program benefits families with children as well as
vulnerable seniors, widows/widowers, and people with disabilities who need help keeping
their home warm during the holiday season. Last year, 484 families, seniors and disabled
adults in need received at least a $50 credit toward their heating bill. The gift provides
welcome help to seniors and others who might not have other support during the holiday
season. If your organization, congregation or business can display a Sharing Warmth
wreath with removable gift tags, please contact Vicki at vdburst@nhco.org or 412-487-6316
opt 1. To donate, please make checks payable to N.H.C.O., write Sharing Projects on the
memo line and mail or deliver to N.H.C.O., 1975 Ferguson Rd, Allison Park, PA 15101.
N.H.C.O. seeks Volunteer Tax Preparers to help low-wage families
Many of our neighbors don’t have access to affordable tax help, fall victim to “rapid refund”
loans, or are unaware of state and federal tax credits like the Earned Income Tax Credit
(EITC) that can put money into their pockets for food, utility bills, gasoline or bus passes,
rent payments, or to eliminate personal debt. If you have experience doing your own taxes,
we need you! North Hills Community Outreach is an official partner of United Way’s
Money in Your Pocket Coalition for Free Tax Preparation 2016.
N.H.C.O. is recruiting volunteer tax preparers for N.H.C.O. Bellevue and N.H.C.O.
Millvale. Bellevue will be open 4:30-7:30 p.m., Mondays and Wednesdays, January 25
through March 30. Millvale will be open 9 a.m.-Noon Saturdays, January 30 through April
2. Volunteers will be able to register for our sites specifically so they will need to scroll the
list of sites for North Hills Community Outreach. Training is provided and is required for
all volunteers. All volunteers must register through the United Way by email at
www.swpafreetaxes.org. Registration for new volunteers is now open.
Seniors need volunteer snow shovelers
Seniors in all neighborhoods in northern Allegheny County need volunteers to keep their
yards and sidewalks safe by shoveling snow. This is a great project for teens, youth groups
and families. Please contact Cathy at North Hills Community Outreach at 412-307-0069
ext. 3313 or clpschirer@nhco.org to register for the Snow Angels program. Seniors who
need assistance may contact Cathy at the above number.
Get your year-end tax deduction by donating a vehicle!
Do you or a family member have a vehicle you don’t want anymore? Perhaps it’s not worth the
cost of repairs, or it sits unused? Year-end is the time to think about tax-deductions! Community
Auto, a program of North Hills Community Outreach, accepts vehicles in any condition, has
them repaired, and sells them at below market value to local working families who need them to
get to work. You could change a life and you could get the maximum tax deduction. FREE
pickup, towing and notary! Call 724-443-8300 or visit www.communityauto.org.

CHRISTIAN LITERACY DEC. 2015
Christian Literacy Associates (CLA) has been providing the key to
eliminate illiteracy, build relationships, and share the Good News
using The Christian Literacy Series from right here at our
offices at St. John’s Lutheran Church of Highland since 1975.

“We are saved to serve; but we cannot serve to be saved.”
I love everything about Christmas- the smells of fresh pine and sugar
cookies, the sights of twinkling lights and festive clothing, and the sounds
of children laughing and adults humming tunes of joy. Sadly, not everyone
feels this way (even me) whenever we become overwhelmed with the To Do
List or remembering those who aren’t with us during the holiday season.
Might I suggest something that our Savior, Jesus Christ, showed us when
He chose to leave “perfect” heaven to be born as a needy baby and then
years later resolved to suffer and die for on a cross. Being a friend is a
priceless gift you can give another this Christmas! After all, the Reason
we celebrate Christmas once said, “Greater love has no one than this, than
he lay down his life for his friends.” (John 15:13, NIV)
In our family, we have a number of favorite stories to read during the
holidays. (Some of these stories we even share during our model program
BLOOM Summer Reading Camps when we pack shoeboxes for Operation
Christmas Child; delivered months later in November.) My younger
daughter’s favorite book is The Crippled Lamb by Max Lucado. “Don’t be
sad, little Joshua. God has a special place for those who feel left out.”
The crippled lamb’s friend, Abigail the cow, often comforted him with both
her words and her presence. This holiday season, take some time to be a
friend to someone, a neighbor, a classmate, perhaps even your mate. It can
be a special offering you give as a thank you to your Heavenly Daddy for
Christmas. After all, He sent His one and only Son to earth to take care of
the rift that sin had caused between us and Him. Without accepting the
blood gift of Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross, we will still be left out of
heaven when we die. Just as a person can choose to accept the kindness of
a gift from a friend, to experience God’s special “perfect” place, we must
personally accept His Christmas gift to the world. From all of us with
Christian Literacy Associates, we want to wish you and yours a very Merry
Christmas and new year full of Love!
-Jennie Ebner, CLA’s Children’s Ministry Director
Be a light in the darkness of illiteracy… tutor a friend or share about Christian Literacy
Associates with someone (adult, youth, or child) who needs help. Please consider supporting
this ministry’s basic literacy outreach. Any questions, call President Christopher Ebner at
412-364-3777 or email us at clapress@aol.com today. Thank you for your support
of our local, national, and international work!

The St. John’s Stampers

ATTENTION:
Scrap-bookers,
stampers & crafters!
St. John’s now has a rubber
stamp lending library. It is
located in the conference room
and has lots of stamps and stamp
sets along with some books of
ideas. There is a “directory” book
with samples of each stamp/set
and a code system so it should be
easy to find the set once you
chose what you want to borrow.
(Please do not take individual
stamps out of a set). The sign-out
sheet is in the front of the
directory. Fill in the information
when you borrow something and
cross it out when you have
returned things. Enjoy!

Need a special card for a special
person? Handmade cards are again
available in Highland Hall at Sunday
morning Fellowship time. Choose
the cards you would like and make a
donation to the St. John’s Family
Emergency Fund. New cards are
added each week.

The Stampers will be meeting on Saturday,
December 5th from 9 a.m. until Noon.
Join us for some fun Christmas projects and
fellowship. We will also be meeting on Sat.,
January 16th…weather and health permitting!
Cost each session is $5/person to help cover the cost of materials.
There will be projects prepped and ready to assemble and there will
be lots of supplies and ideas for those who want to be creative.
Give it a try, you might like it.
It’s that time of year again
where we will gather during
Advent for a Bible Study!
This year we will be using a
study called “Sent”.
It is a five week study and we
will meet on Nov. 18th
(we will take off Nov. 25th for
Thanksgiving), December 2, 9,
16 & 23 for your choice of time
at Noon and 7 p.m.
The study’s premise is that
“God sent Christ into the
world as our Savior.”
That’s what Christmas
is all about.
In turn, Christ sends us into
the world. But do we really
understand how, where and
why we are sent? This …
Advent study challenges us …
to discover what it means to
be Christ’s hands, feet, head
and heart.”

All are welcome!

Questions? Contact Betsy at
724-935-1321 or pdfeaf@zoominternet.net

ST. JOHN’S has received a donation of 13 gravesites
located in the Allegheny Memorial Cemetery. The
Cemetery Committee is offering to sell them for the same price
as our own plots--$500 each plus a transfer fee. This is a
considerable savings. This offer is not limited to church
members, so if you or any of your neighbors or friends want to
take advantage of this, contact the church office.

Candle & Flower Openings for DECEMBER
Call the office if you would like to reserve a
candle/flower 412-364-1606.

Remember:
2 openings for flowers weekly @ $15 each
3 openings for candles weekly @ $3 each
Candle

Flower

Dec. 6—3 openings

Dec. 6—0 openings

Dec. 13—2 openings

Dec. 13—2 openings

Dec. 20—3 openings

Dec. 20—1 opening

Dec. 27—2 openings

Dec. 27—0 openings

OPENING NEW DOORS

Opening New Doors

MAKING CHRIST KNOWN




Use a Building Fund envelope from your monthly envelope packet.
Use the Opening New Doors envelope found in the pews.
Use the “Together Giving Growing” pledge card for 2015.

EVERY GIVE MATTERS!

Thank you for your ongoing stewardship & generosity.

Advent Midweek Services
Come one, come all,
to our mid-week Advent gatherings,
an opportunity for
fellowship and worship!
The services will be on December 2nd, 9th and 16th
from 6-7:15 p.m. We will begin with a soup & sandwich
supper and time of fellowship followed by an evening
prayer service from 6:45–7:15 p.m. Come, prepare your
heart for the Savior! We hope that you join us as we
gather to prepare for the coming of Christ!

Financially Speaking as of October 31, 2015
General Fund Income
October Actual
October Budget
Gain (Short Fall)

$ 51,563.01
$ 57,726.92
($ 6,163.91)

YTD Actual
YTD Budget
Gain (Short Fall)

$ 572,837.80
$ 577,269.17
($ 4,431.37)

YTD Income
YTD Expenses
Budget Short Fall

$ 572,837.80
$ 586,526.12
($ 13,688.32)

We would like to thank the congregation for their support in
keeping their pledges current.

Watch each Sunday’s
church bulletin for good
news about the growing
stewardship life of our
congregation, as we share our
time, talent and treasure to

“Make Christ Known”

Here’s how it works: Sign up at 1 of our 3 Mihelic’s Shop’ n Save
Locations – Glenshaw, Pines Plaza or Rochester Rd. All you need is a
Shop’ n Save perks card, which you can get at any of the service
centers in the store, you will then enroll your card at our service
center. You can only choose 1 benefactor, church or school from a list of
qualified churches and schools (some churches already receive
discounts from Mihelic’s Shop’ n Saves in some form, therefore, not all
churches will be eligible). You will earn for your church or school,
2% of allowable qualifying purchases. Gift cards and certain items
excluded by law will not be considered qualifying purchases such as milk,
cigarettes & tobacco, etc. At the end of each 6 month period, your church
or school will be given Shop’ n Save gift cards equal to the amount of
qualifying discounts that have been tabulated from each customer that
signed up for the program. Those gift cards can then be raffled, auctioned
off or used at any Mihelic’s Shop’n Save location by the church or school
that has been designated to receive the rebate. Then, discount earnings
will zero out and start all over again for the next 6 month period.
All you have to do to earn this rebate for your local church or school is
shop! *Gift cards are “not qualifying
purchases” for the 2% program.

Come by the church office to sign up for St. John’s!

“QUOTE” of the Month

We are blessed to live in a part of this
great county that experiences all four
seasons of the year. Spring gives us a
feeling of renewal as the ground warms and we see
new life in trees and plants.
Summer gives us a plethora of color in flowers and
shrubbery and the wonderful canopy of shade that
our trees provide. The Fall…well…the Fall gives us
leaves, mountains of leaves. And the very strong
winds we recently experienced send the leaves to
someone else’s yard one day and brings them right
back to us the next day. But with a good rake and a
lot of sweat equity we can now enjoy the “clean”
look of nature at rest.
The last season of the year will bring varying
blankets of snow but most importantly, the
celebration of the birth of our Savior.
This is not a “Bethlehem” year, but quite frankly,
Bethlehem is always with us.
Have a wonderful holiday season with your family
and friends. Be thankful for God’s love and grace as
we look forward to the new year and be faithful with
your financial stewardship of our ministry and
mission for the coming
year at St. John’s.

“God promises a safe landing,
not a calm passage.”

Preschool
Panorama
The children are anticipating the coming of Christmas. There will
be programs, parties, presents to give and receive, and learning the
true meaning of Christmas.
The 2 year old’s are busy making ornaments for their own trees
and extra ones to share with others. They have enjoyed their first
school experience and are looking forward to the 2½ year old class
when they will be staying without their moms. Both children and
moms have enjoyed the class.
The 3 year old’s are having a busy season. They are practicing for
their first performance and are busy making surprises for their
families. They are awed by the wonders of the season.
The 4 year old’s are also making surprises for their families and
learning more about Christmas.
The pre-kindergarten class will be making gifts and projects too.
They will be discussing the holiday season and various ways to
celebrate. They will have a program for their families also.
From all of the students and staff at St. John’s Preschool, may
everyone have a Blessed Christmas and a Healthy New year.

Cumberland Kids

Has started again for the 2015-2016
Session and will meet at 3:45-5:45 p.m. on
Wednesdays throughout the school year
This program is 1st—8th graders.
The program will consist of recreation and
activities in our arena, help with homework,
plus a meal. The cost per student is $1 per week.
Register your child now! Please contact the church office to
register or more details. sjlutheran@verizon.net or 412-364-1606.

AS A REMINDER, WE HAVE MANY GROUPS USING THE
CHURCH, KEEP IN MIND THE SECURITY OF THE
BUILDING. ALWAYS LOCK THE DOORS!!
WHETHER OR NOT YOU THINK SOMEONE IS IN THE
BUILDING! THANK YOU!

I must write to again
thank the six people
who came to my house
on November 15th and
professionally raked
the leaves from my
backyard. Their
work was greatly
appreciated.
We oldsters need a
lot of help.
Mary Ethel Hague

Camp Koinonia
Mission Trip
The Mission Trip is set for
July 17 – 22, 2016 –
At Camp Koinonia,
a Lutheran camp in Highland Lake,
New York.
The trip is open to all students
currently in grades 7 –12.
(Depending on how many of you end
up going, we may also need some
adult chaperones.)
The cost will be $200 per youth.
There will also be fund-raising for
additional costs.
Please let Linda Meyerdierks know at
lmmeyers@zoominternet.net
or Pastor Kari at
kbsmail1@verizon.net
if you plan to go or
have any questions.

Senior High (9th-12th grade) Youth News
FOR SENIOR HIGH AND HOLY K.O.W.S.
NATIONAL YOUTH GATHERING will be JUNE 2018 in Houston
If you are in grades 6-10 for the school year 2015-2016 you are eligible to
go in 2018! June 27th – July 1st in Houston, Texas. If you are interested
or are thinking about going to NYG 2018 OUR FIRST FUNDRAISER IS:
THE COOKIE WALK – December 11 – 13, 2015
We will be making cookies at the Church on Friday, Dec.11th, 4 – 9 p.m.
& Saturday, December 12th, 9 a.m. – 1 p.m.
We will setup/sell cookies on December 13th starting at 7:45 a.m.
Each youth will need to make 10 dozen cookies at home. Please let
me know A.S.A.P. if you will be participating in this fundraiser!
Any questions or concerns please email lmmeyers@zoominternet.net
Thank you, Linda Meyerdierks

Holy K.O.W.S. (6th-8th grade) Youth News
Holy K.O.W.S. Steelers Party (5th -8th grade)
When: Sunday, Dec. 20th, starting at 4:00 p.m.
Where: Heckerts' House 8680 Old Perry
Highway, 15237 (5 minutes from church).
We will be watching the Steelers game together,
and having fun and food to go with it.
Please R.S.V.P. by Friday, Dec. 18th @ holykows@gmail.com
so that we can plan for appropriate numbers. FRIENDS ARE
WELCOME! Heckerts will provide hot dogs, with buns and
condiments. Please bring a side dish or dessert item to share
with the entire group. Pick up will be at the game's end or earlier
if parents see fit. Questions, concerns, need directions
call Dan 717-676-1260, Elisa 717-304-4196.

God Squad (1st-5th grade) Youth News
To God Squad, Family & Friends
Come and see “Amahl and the Night Visitors”
on Saturday, December 12 at 7 p.m.
OR Sunday, December 13th
at 10:30 a.m. or 2 p.m.

Christmas Poinsettias
Algebra is a required course.
Passing Algebra is required to graduate
State of PA requirement. Many students
cannot afford to buy the TI-84 which can
be used to graph on a test. If you have a
TI – 84 Calculator in a drawer, please
consider a donation! Bring to the Church
Office. Thank You!

The Priscilla Guild will decorate the church
with flowers for Christmas. Flowers are donated to honor or memorialize loved ones.
The cost is $13. Please return the tear-off to
the church office with a separate check by Wednesday, December 16th .
-----------------------------Poinsettias – due Wed., December 16th
Name
In honor of

ADVENT EVENT
PREPARE YOUR HEARTS FOR CHRISTMAS
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 12th at 5:30 p.m.
We will have a traditional ham dinner and worship
together in Highland Hall. Following that, we will go to
the Nave for a performance of “Amahl and the Night
Visitors” at 7 p.m. . Come for dinner and worship or just
the performance! Reservations will be needed for the
dinner. Please fill out the info. below and return to the office or put

it in the offering plate, no later than Wed., Dec. 9th
-----------------------------Advent Event—R.S.V.P. by Wed., December 9th
Name __________________________________________________
# of Adults attending__________# of children attending________
A free will offering will be taken during the dinner.

ATTENTION COLLEGE STUDENTS!!
We need your contact information while you are
away at college. Please send addresses,
email addresses, phone numbers, etc. to:
St. John’s Lutheran Church, 311 Cumberland Road,
Pittsburgh, PA 15237 OR email to
sjlutheran@verizon.net. THANK YOU!

In memory of
Amount Enclosed $

JOIN US as we CELEBRATE
the birth of CHRIST at

St John’s Lutheran Church of Highland

CHRISTMAS SERVICES

Thursday, December 24th, Christmas Eve
5:00 p.m. – Family Service
7:30 & 10 p.m. – Festive Candlelight Services
Sunday, December 27th
9:30 a.m. – First Sunday of Christmas

DECEMBER 2015 Assisting Schedule

DECEMBER 2015 Assisting Schedule
ACOLYTES
8 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
Dec. 6
Cameron Ward Joseph Hunker
Dec. 13
Paige Miller
Clay Sheleheda

5:30 p.m.
Dec. 5 Adam Steinmetz
Dec. 12 Taylor Tusa

GREETERS
Dec. 6
Dec. 13

Bill & Betty Jones
Lee & Beth Fischer

Dec. 20

Abby Miller

Adam Steinmetz

Dec. 19 Tyler Ortmann

Dec. 20

Kim Jusino, Doris Hodgkiss

John & Andrea Miller
Cathy Coudriet,
Carol Sperandeo
Lori & Brandon Jones

Dec. 27

Jacob Kennedy Lindsay Worrall
Pinevich

Dec. 26 Rylan Murphy

Dec. 27

Gail & Frank Bankowski

Sue Carr & Bill Medovitch

Alternates:

Brian & Heidi Miller

Jean Martz, Dawn Andersson

DEACONS
Dec. 6

8 a.m.

10:30 a.m.

Dec. 20

Mac McIlvried,
Jeff Maltz
Mike & Nancy
Sheleheda
John Miller,
Cathy Coudriet

Dec. 5
Laurie Volpe
Dec. 12
Marcie Emory
Dec. 19
Janice Bukambu

Dec. 27

Lee & Beth Fischer

Chris Lindberg,
John Miller

Dec. 26
John Angel

USHERS

8 a.m.

10:30 a.m.

ASST. MIN.

Dec. 13

Dec. 20

Dec. 27

8 a.m.

Dec. 6

Sam Baling

Dec. 13

Betsy Fackler

Dec. 20

Sue Diehm

Dec. 27

Drew Leister

5:30 p.m.

LECTORS
Dec. 6

10:30 a.m.

5:30 p.m.

Kim Jusino,
Eric Kofmehl
Howard McIlvried,
Dan Maljak
Bob & Margie Miller

Dec. 13

8 a.m.

8:00 a.m.

Dec. 6

Drew Leister

10:30 a.m.
Jeff Maltz

Dec. 13
Dec. 20

Pat Green
Heidi Miller

John Miller
Steve Hrvoich

Dec. 27

Linda Falck

Carol Sperandeo

Brian Miller, Bob Miller,
Jerry Cronenweth, Gene Modic

Mac & Paula
McIlvried

Dec. 5
Jody Removchik

Thomas Beilstein, Harold Brandt,
Bill Danklefsen, Heather
McElroy,
Mario DeIuliis

Andrea & John
Miller

Dec.12
Matt Reiff

Kent Bruggeman,
Jim Bruggeman, Sam Falck

Roger McQuaid, Dec.19
Jennifer Single- Mary Jean Voigt
ton

KIDS CORNER
Dec. 6

10:30 a.m.
Amy Wehrspann, Youth

Eric Kofmehl, Gail Polosky,
Dan & Rosina Maljak

Mike & Clay
Sheleheda

Dec. 13

Beth Dailey, Youth

Dec. 20

Joumanna & Thalia Driscoll

Dec. 27

Laura & Nick Lankes

Dec.26
Ted Oczypok

We are in need of DEACONS at early & late services! WE ALSO NEED
Saturday evening USHERS AND early service GREETERS!! Currently,
we don’t have enough people to make it through one month’s rotation!
Please contact Debbie at 412-364-1606. WE NEED YOU!

Kids Corner is
offered at the
second service on
Sunday mornings for
children up to First
Grade in the
daycare room.

“FRIDGE FACTS”
(This page made especially for placing on your refrigerator.)

For More St. John’s & Community Events go to www.stjohnslutheranchurch.com/weeklyinfo

