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Points of
Interest
Inside

 “Library” for
creativity
now at
St. John’s!!

 Cookie Walk!

 WE REALLY NEED
volunteers for
assistants! Call
Debbie for info.,
412-364-1606

 Notary Services are
now available free of
charge at the office
for church members

 THANK YOU!

 Advent Event

 Christmas Service
Schedule inside

 Advent Midweek
Services

 National Youth
Gathering Fundraiser

 Women’s Bible Study

 Worship w/ Healing,
December 31 @
5:30 p.m.

WE ARE
ALWAYS
UPDATING
EMAIL
ADDRESSES!

Do We have
yours???
If not, please
send it to

RECYCLE TO HELP THE
Youth Work Camp/N.Y.G.
The senior high youth group is
continuing to collect Inkjet and
laser cartridges. So far we
have earned over $1,112.
This project will continue as
long as members of the church
bring in items. Any recyclable
items can be brought to the
youth room or church office.
Thank you for all of
your support.

sjlutheran@verizon.net

NO MORE CELL
PHONES!

Grace’s Closet

Eric Kofmehl takes the clothes
(which you donate and place in our clothes
closet) to Grace’s Closet at Calvary Lutheran
Church in Butler where they are
provided, at no cost, to people needing
clothes for work, job interviews, school
or just for everyday wear.

Food Item Of the Month
The N.H.C.O. Fishes Food Pantry & North
Boroughs Food Pantry need our food donations.
DECEMBER’S food of the month is

Rice, pasta and Potato packages
Toilet Paper, Toothpaste, Shampoo & Bar Soap are always needed &
appreciated. Containers are in the coat room in the Narthex.

ST. JOHN’S STAFF MEMBERS

William B. Diehm, Senior Pastor
Kari B. Smail, Associate Pastor
Ron Baling, Dir. of Contemporary Music
Joseph Tuttle Organist & Director of Choirs
Debbie Sandherr, Office Manager
Barb Eback, Office Assistant & Accounts Receivable/Payable Clerk
Amy Beacha, Office Assistant
Laura Coombs, Chief Financial Officer
Jennifer Bolinda, Director of St. John’s Preschool
Dawn Andersson, Director of Volunteer Ministry
Linda Meyerdierks, Youth Ministry Coordinator
Gene Kesner, Sexton
Melissa Peters, Assistant Sexton
STAFF COVENANT: We will partner to enhance each other’s
ministries, honor each person’s gifts, care for one another and
communicate God’s word and love.

Recycle = Reading
Christian Literacy Associates at St. John’s is collecting used cell
phones, Laser Jet Cartridges and Inkjet Cartridges. These will be
recycled and a donation will be obtained for our Christian Literacy
Ministry. Call 412-364-3777 with questions.

NATIONAL YOUTH GATHERING:
JUNE 27-July 1, 2018 – Houston, Texas
If you are in grades 7-11 for the school year 2016-2017
you are eligible to go in 2018!
If you are interested or are thinking about going to NYG 2018:
OUR FIRST FUNDRAISER IS THE COOKIE WALK
On December 9 – 11, 2016
We will make cookies at church on Friday, December 9th, 4 – 9 p.m.
& Saturday, December 10th, 9 a.m. – Noon
We will setup/sell cookies on December 11th starting at 7:45 a.m.
****Each youth will need to make 13 dozen cookies at home.
***Please let me know A.S.A.P. if you will participate in this
fundraiser! Any questions or concerns please email
lmmeyers@zoominternet.net Thank you, Linda Meyerdierks

CHRISTIAN LITERACY DECEMBER 2016

Cookie Walk
What is it?
For those who do not particularly like slaving in the
kitchen to make all different kinds of cookies, a
cookie walk is the perfect solution. You get to
leisurely walk throughout Highland hall and
choose from many assortments of cookies to put
together—however many dozen you would like.
You can bring you favorite cookie tin or if you
forgot it, we will have containers provided.
Where is it? Highland Hall
When is it? December, 11 - 8 a.m. until the
cookies are gone!
How much does it cost? $7.50 per dozen
What is if for?
The cookie walk profits will go towards our youth
attending the National Youth Gathering in 2018.
What kinds of cookies will there be?
We will be making sugar cookies, cream wafers,
thumbprints, and buckeyes just to name a few.

The cookie walk gives you a chance to put
together a fresh from the bakery cookie
assortment with a simple stroll
around Highland Hall.

Christian Literacy Associates (CLA) has been providing the key to eliminate illiteracy,
build relationships, and share the Good News using The Christian Literacy Series
from right here at our offices at St. John’s Lutheran Church of Highland since 1975.
Any questions regarding Christian Literacy Associates and its programs, call President
Christopher Ebner at 412-364-3777 or email us at clapress@aol.com
today. Thank you for your support of our local, national, and international work!

“The most important part about Christmas is the first six letters.”
Mouths slightly open, bright eyes riveted to the scene unfolding before them,
and then a collected gasp is heard across the masses of humanity when the tiny baby
“Jesus” cries into the darkness. The Light of the world has finally come! Young children
meander up towards the altar and loudly squeak about the gift that God the Father gave
the world. A tear slides down a grandmother’s rosy cheek as she remembers the
faithfulness of God through the decades and the truth of her Savior’s words, “In this
world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.” (John 16:33,
NIV) Across the room, while catching the eye of his teenage son, a broken father
determines that he needs to radically change his world to be able to give his son the gift
of his presence at home, starting today. As her white teeth glisten, catching the rays
cast from the Christmas tree lights, a Christian Literacy tutor remembers her student’s
eagerness to discuss the lesson she had read in The Christian Literacy Series, especially
the sentence, “Jesus has love for all.”
Traditions, celebrations, and memorial stones help humanity to pause and reflect. That tiny baby boy has radically changed many lives throughout the centuries.
In His conversation with Pilate before His sentencing to death by crucifixion, Jesus
said, “You are right in saying I am a king. In fact, for this reason I was born, and for
this I came into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone on the side of truth listens
to me.” (John 18:37, NIV)
Some called Jesus Christ a liar, some held that He was a lunatic, but others
believe Him to be their Lord and Savior. We, at Christian Literacy Associates, a body of
diverse Christ followers from the North Hills of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania to far reached
areas like Ghana, Africa, know that Jesus is who He claims to be, the Lamb of God who
takes away the sin of the world. Students using The Christian Literacy Series are given
the opportunity to dive into the Word of God each week and learn more about the free
gift of salvation that is available to every human being. As tutors help them with the
gift of learning how to read, both adult and young students of our programs develop a
relationship in which they feel comfortable discussing truth Jesus shared.
During this joyful holiday season and long after the Christmas songs have been
sung and the sparkly decorations have been relegated to the dusty attic, “May the God
who gives endurance and encouragement give you a spirit of unity among yourselves as
you follow Christ Jesus, so that with one heart and mouth you may glorify the God and
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.” (Romans 15:5-6, NIV) Thank you to our Board of
Directors, office staff, St. John’s of Highland for donated office space, volunteers, and
supporters who enable Christian Literacy Associates to continue to fulfill its mission in
this world. God bless you and yours this Christmas and throughout the coming year!

Preschool Panorama

Merry Christmas!
All of the preschool children are
eagerly anticipating the arrival of
Christmas. We will be learning the
true meaning of Christmas, singing many Christmas
Carols, visiting with Santa, and making special
surprises for our families.
St. John’s Preschool would like to thank everyone
that participated in the Yankee Candle Fundraiser.
We appreciate all your support and kindness.
From all of the students and staff at
St. John’s Preschool, may you all have a

Blessed Christmas and a Healthy New Year!

TAI CHI CLASSES
Mondays, 6:30-8 p.m. 9/12/16-12/19/16
AND
Saturdays, 9-10:30 a.m. 9/10/16-12/16/16

in the Arena! Join us to learn the
health benefits of tai chi
practice & watch a free demo.
For more information, visit www.taoist.org or call 412-589-9481.

The St. John’s Stampers
Will NOT meet in December.
We will meet on January 7th and
February 11th, 2017, both dates in
Fellowship Hall.
Details in January’s newsletter!
Questions? Contact Betsy at 724-935-1321
or pdfeaf@zoominternet.net

Candle & Flower Openings for DECEMBER
Call the office if you want to reserve a candle/flower 412-364-1606.

Remember:
2 openings for flowers weekly @ $15 each
3 openings for candles weekly @ $3 each
Candle

Flower

December 4—2 openings

December 4—1 opening

December 11—3 openings

December 11—2 openings

December 18—3 openings

December 18—1 opening

December 25—3 openings

December 25—0 openings

5th Saturday worship with
Prayers for Healing
Join Us every “5th Saturday” in 2016!
The next date is December 31st
We will include within our 5:30 p.m. liturgy, a
service of healing which includes the option of
laying on of hands and anointing with oil. The
service will continue our usual format of song, word and Holy
Communion, and emphasis will be placed on God’s desire to make us
whole as we gather and as we live our lives at home and in the world.

SAY YES!

Currently our mortgage has a
balance of $1,031,876.13 with a
monthly payment of $8,185.23.
There are three ways to contribute
to the building fund:




Use a Building Fund envelope from your monthly envelope packet
Use the Opening New Doors envelope found in the pews.
Use the “Say Yes!” pledge card for 2017

EVERY GIFT MATTERS!

Thank you for your ongoing stewardship and generosity!

ATTENTION
Scrap-bookers, stampers & crafters! St. John’s now
has a rubber stamp lending library. It is located in the
conference room and has lots of stamps and stamp sets
along with some books of ideas. There is a “directory”
book with samples of each stamp/set and a code system so it should be
easy to find the set once you chose what you want to borrow. (Please do
not take individual stamps out of a set). The sign-out sheet is in the front of
the directory. Fill in the information when you borrow something and
cross it out when you have returned things.

GREETING CARDS
Need a special card for a special person? Handmade cards are again
available in Highland Hall at Sunday morning Fellowship time. Choose
the cards you would like and make a donation to the St. John’s Family
Emergency Fund. New cards are added each week.

Financially Speaking as of October 2016
General Fund Income
September Actual
September Budget
Gain (Short Fall)

$ 58,877.13
$ 61,176.67
($ 2,299.54)

YTD Actual
YTD Budget
Gain (Short Fall)

$ 579,958.87
$ 611,766.67
($ 29,508.26)

YTD Income
YTD Expenses
Budget Income (Loss)

$ 579,958.87
$ 593,359.90
($ 13,401.03)

We would like to thank the congregation for their support in
keeping their pledges current.

Watch each Sunday’s
church bulletin for good
news about the growing
stewardship life of our
congregation, as we share our
time, talent and treasure to

“Make Christ Known!”

Advent Midweek Services
Come one, come all, to our mid-week Advent gatherings,
an opportunity for fellowship and worship!
The services will be on November 30th,
December 7th and 14th from 6-7:15 p.m.
We will begin with a soup & sandwich supper and
time of fellowship followed by
an evening prayer service from
6:45–7:15 p.m.
Come, prepare your heart for the
Savior! We hope that you join us as
we gather to prepare for the
coming of Christ!

Attention All Ladies!

“QUOTE” of the Month

Advent will soon be upon us, and as a
result, I wanted to let you know about our
Advent Women’s Bible Study this
year. We will be coming together
to share in a study entitled:

“ The only force I believe in is prayer”.
-Flannery O’Connor

“The Wonder of Christmas”, by Ed Robb and Rob Renfroe.
Cokesbury describes the study saying, “This year rediscover the true
wonder of Christmas by sharing the love of Christ with others. This
4-week… study centers on looking to the Christmas story and the
stories of real people today to find inspiration and ideas for reflecting
the light of Jesus as Christmas time and throughout the year.” Our
sessions will take place on four Wednesdays: November 30th,
December 7th, 14th and 21st. There will be two times offered,
one at Noon, and the other at 7 p.m. Feel free to bring something
to eat while we meet! Drinks and cookies will be provided.
If you have any questions, please contact Pastor Kari.
Hope to see you there!
St. John’s of Highland provides the dinner meal for the
Pleasant Valley Men’s shelter the 4th Wednesday of each month.
This gift of sharing is sponsored by the Social Ministry committee
of our church. Social Ministry would like to take this opportunity
to thank the committees that have faithfully provided this meal to
the shelter. Church Council – Christian Education – Confirmation
Class – Stewardship –Men’s Group – Youth – Social Ministry – Fellowship & Choir.
I would personally like to thank the individuals that have been so faithful in
assisting me with this project: Ellen Skirpan, Linda Meyerdierks, Dawn Andersson,
Linda Nardina, Margie Miller, the Harlan/Kofmehl families, Andersson & Schmitt
families.
North Side Common Ministries and Social Ministry appreciate your service and
generosity. It would be very difficult for the shelter to serve the residents who come
to them for help without your support.
Janet Schmitt

ST. JOHN’S has received a donation of 13 gravesites located in the Allegheny Memorial Cemetery. The Cemetery Committee is offering to sell them for the same price
as our own plots--$500 each plus a transfer fee. This is a considerable savings. This
offer is not limited to church members, so if you or any of your neighbors or friends
want to take advantage of this, contact the church office.

ADVENT EVENT

PREPARE YOUR HEARTS FOR
CHRISTMAS
FRIDAY, December 2, 2016
The evening begins with our traditional
Ham dinner in Highland Hall at 6 p.m.
Then we will go to the Nave of the Church for a
short prayer service at 7 p.m. From there we will
proceed to the Fellowship Hall for a candlelight
walk and caroling through Bethlehem. Following that, dessert will be
served in Highland Hall. Come for dinner or just for the Prayer Service and
walk through Bethlehem. Reservations will be needed for the dinner.
Please fill out the info. below and return to the office or put it in the
offering plate, no later than Wed., Nov. 30, 2016
-----------------------------Advent Event—R.S.V.P. by Wed., Nov 30, 2016
Name __________________________________________________
# of Adults attending__________# of children attending________
A free will offering will be taken during the dinner.

HERITAGE HOSPICE
As the kids go back to school, it’s a great time to begin a rewarding
volunteer opportunity! Heritage Hospice, LLC is looking for individuals who would
like to share their time and talents with our patients and families right here in your
neighborhoods. The possibilities are endless for patient volunteers – take your
talents and put them to a special use or talk with our volunteer coordinator for
many more ideas! Our office is located on Freeport Street in New Kensington.
We would love to have you join our team and make a difference in someone’s
life! Contact Sara Kiley at 724-334-6600 or skiley@heritagehospicepa.com to join
the heritage team!
“It is not the magnitude of our actions, but the amount of love that
is put into them that matters”-Mother Teresa

God Squad (1st-4th grade) Youth
AND
Holy K.O.W.S. (5th-8th grade) Youth News

ATTN:
God Squad and Holy K.O.W.S. Youth
(1st - 8th grade)

Holy K.O.W.S. (5th-8th grade) Youth News

Christmas/Steelers Party
When: Sunday, Dec. 4th, starting at 4 p.m.
Where: Heckerts' House
8680 Old Perry Highway – 15237

For GPS Purposes, use 175 Charles St. as there is no parking off Old
Perry Highway, their home is less than 2 miles from church. Use
Charles St. (gravel driveway) to pull into the parking area next to our
house. It is the first house on the right when pulling into Charles St., it is
a white house with a deck and a red block pathway to it.

Don't forgot to volunteer for Bethlehem!
God Squad group activities will resume in January.

We will have the Steelers game on TV, while we will enjoy food and
games. Youth may start arriving at 4 p.m., and feel welcome to arrive
when you can! (We realize that some of you may be volunteering at
Bethlehem and may not be done with that commitment until after 4 p.m.)

PERKS TO PRAY & PLAY

Pick up time is around 8 p.m.
Please bring a food item to share with the group.
The Heckerts' will provide wings and an ice cream sundae bar. All
youth are asked to bring a $5 white elephant gift. We will have a few
extra gifts to include if someone isn't able to bring one.

Here’s how it works: Sign up at 1 of our 3 Mihelic’s Shop’ n Save Locations – Glenshaw,
Pines Plaza or Rochester Rd. All you need is a Shop’ n Save perks card, which you can
get at any of the service centers in the store, you will then enroll your card at our service
center. You can only choose 1 benefactor, church or school from a list of qualified
churches and schools (some churches already receive discounts from Mihelic’s
Shop’ n Saves in some form, therefore, not all churches will be eligible). You will earn
for your church or school, 2% of allowable qualifying purchases. Gift cards and certain
items excluded by law will not be considered qualifying purchases such as milk,
cigarettes & tobacco, etc. At the end of each 6 month period, your church or school will
be given Shop’ n Save gift cards equal to the amount of qualifying discounts that have
been tabulated from each customer that signed up for the program. Those gift cards can
then be raffled, auctioned off or used at any Mihelic’s Shop’n Save location by the church
or school that has been designated to receive the rebate. Then, discount earnings
will zero out and start all over again for the next 6 month period. All you have to do to
earn this rebate for your local church or school is shop! *Gift cards are “not
qualifying purchases” for the 2% program.

Come by the church office to sign up for St. John’s!

AS A REMINDER, WE HAVE MANY GROUPS USING
THE CHURCH, KEEP IN MIND THE SECURITY OF THE
BUILDING. PLEASE, ALWAYS LOCK THE DOORS!!
WHETHER OR NOT YOU THINK SOMEONE
IS IN THE BUILDING! THANK YOU!

Please R.S.V.P. by Friday, Dec. 2nd, AND
Include what food item the youth will bring to share.
To R.S.V.P., email Elisa and Dan at holykows@gmail.com OR call/text
Elisa 717-304-4196 or Dan 727-676-1260.

ATTENTION COLLEGE STUDENTS!!
We need your contact information while you are
away at college. Please send addresses,
email addresses, phone numbers, etc. to:
St. John’s Lutheran Church,
311 Cumberland Road,
Pittsburgh, PA 15237
OR email to
sjlutheran@verizon.net.
THANK YOU!

JOIN US as we CELEBRATE
the birth of CHRIST at
St John’s Lutheran Church of Highland
CHRISTMAS SERVICES

Cumberland Kids

Saturday, December 24th, Christmas Eve
5:00 p.m. – Family Service
7:30 & 10 p.m. – Festive Candlelight Services
Sunday, December 25th, Christmas Day
9:30 a.m. – Carols with Holy Communion

Cumberland Kids: an afterschool program for 1st through 8th graders
Held from 3:45-5:45 p.m. on Wednesdays
ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH OF HIGHLAND
311 Cumberland Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15237
This program is open to all 1st through 8th graders. The program will consist of
recreation and activities in our gym and fellowship hall, help with homework,
plus a meal. The suggested donation per student is $1 per week. Register your
child now! Please send a completed registration form to St. John’s, or fax it to the
church (412-364-8477) by September 12th.

Christmas Poinsettias
The Priscilla Guild will decorate the church with
flowers for Christmas. Flowers are donated to
honor or memorialize loved ones. The cost is
$13. Please return the tear-off to the office
with a separate check by Wed., 12/14/16.
Flowers can be PICKED UP & BROUGHT HOME AFTER the
9:30 a.m. service on Christmas Day! Thank you !
Name
In Honor of

In Memory of

$

If you would like to drive your child to the program, students may be dropped off
at St. John’s by car. Students may also walk/drive to St. John’s from McKnight
with volunteers from the church. In order for you to pick up your child at school
or have your child walk/drive from school with a volunteer, a note will need to
be sent to your child’s homeroom teacher giving permission for this to occur.
If you have any questions, call St. John’s at 412-364-1606. In case of emergency
while your child is at Cumberland Kids you can contact Pastor Kari at
412-613-8393 or Pastor Bill at 412-877-8900.
ALL ARE WELCOME AND ENCOURAGED TO COME!

(Registration forms can be found in the church office.)

OPPORTUNITIES FOR SERVICE
WE NEED VOLUNTEERS!!
for all worship assisting positions.
We need ushers, greeters, lectors,
deacons, assistant ministers &
ESPECIALLY kid’s corner staff!!
Please call Debbie at 412-364-1606 if you are interested.

DECEMBER 2016 Assisting Schedule

DECEMBER 2016 Assisting Schedule
ACOLYTES

8 a.m.

10:30 a.m.

5:30 p.m.

GREETERS

8 a.m.

Dec. 4

Dylan Ward

Macy Worrall

Dec. 3 Navéh Kelly

Dec. 4

Dec. 11

Landon Ward

Riley Roehlich

Dec. 10 Ellen Milcoff

Dec. 11

Kim Jusino, Oneita Higham

10:30 a.m.
Jean Martz,
Mary Ann Eppinger
Lori & Brandon Jones

Dec. 18

Julia Jusino

Hannah Smail

Dec. 18

Debbie & Emmett Brown

Patrick B. & Jan Wherthey

Dec. 24

Dec. 24

5 p.m.
Ellen Milcoff
9:30 a.m. TBD

7:30 p.m.
Garrett Hrvoich
---

Dec. 17 Rylan
Murphy
10 p.m.
Macy Worrall
Dec. 31
Dane McDermot

Dec. 25

7:30 p.m. Oneita Higham,
Bill Danklefsen
9:30 a.m. – TBD

10 p.m. Susanne Carr,
Bill Medovitch
---

Alternates:

Brian & Heidi Miller

Roger & Jan McQuaid

Dec. 25
DEACONS
Dec. 4
Dec. 11

8 a.m.
Kim Jusino,
Tom Beilstein
Scott & Lee Fischer

10:30 a.m.

Dec. 4

Sue Diehm

Dec. 11

Drew Leister

Dec. 18

Paul Krepps

Jeff Maltz,
Cathy Coudriet

Dec. 17
Margie Miller

Dec. 25

9:30 a.m. TBD

Dec. 24

7:30 p.m.
10 p.m. Jeff Maltz,
Bob & Margie Miller
John Miller
--9:30 a.m. TBD

Dec. 4
Dec. 11

Dec. 18

8 a.m.
Gail Polosky, Eric Kofmehl
Brian Miller, Bob Miller,
Jerry Cronenweth,
Gene Modic

8 a.m.

Dec. 3
Chris Lindberg
Dec. 10
Laurie Volpe

Bob Miller,
Eric Kofmehl

USHERS

ASST. MIN.

John Miller,
Mary Pat Jackson
Mac McIlvried,
Chris Lindberg

Dec. 18

Dec. 25

5:30 p.m.

Lee & Beth Fischer

10:30 a.m.
Mac & Paula
McIlvried

---

LECTORS

8:00 a.m.

Dec. 4

Drew Leister

10:30 a.m.
Mary Pat Jackson

Dec. 11

Pat Green

John Miller

5:30 p.m.

Dec. 18

Heidi Miller

Jean Martz

Dec. 3 Terry
Koenig

Dec. 24

7:30 p.m. Steve Hrvoich 10 p.m. Matt Reiff

Dec. 25

9:30 a.m. TBD

KIDS CORNER
Dec. 4

10:30 a.m.
Beth Dailey, Youth

Dec. 11

Joumanna & Thalia Driscoll

Dec. 18

Dawn Andersson, Youth

Dec. 25

9:30 a.m. TBD

Dec. 31
Doris Hodgkiss

Andrea & John Mil- Dec. 10 Dave
ler
Voland

Tom Beilstein, Harold Brandt, Roger McQuaid,
Heather McElroy,
Jennifer Singleton
Bill Danklefsen,
Mario DeIuliis

Dec. 17
Mary Jean
Voigt

Dec. 24

5:00 p.m.
Jerry Cronenweth,
Joumana Driscoll

7:30 p.m.
Sam Falck,
Jeremy & Tucker
Fowkes

10 p.m.
Mike, Nancy
& Drew
Sheleheda

Dec. 25

9:30 a.m. TBD

---

Dec. 31 Ted
Oczypok

---

Kids Corner is
offered at the
second service on
Sunday mornings for
children up to First
Grade in the
daycare room.

“FRIDGE FACTS”
(This page made especially for placing on your refrigerator.)

For More St. John’s & Community Events go to www.stjohnslutheranchurch.com/weeklyinfo

