
 
 
 
 
 

   
  

  
  

  
  

  
  
  

  
  
  

  
  
  

  
  
  

  
 

  
  

  
  

  

  
    

       
           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 

 

What is the church?   
(Some light summertime reading) 

 

As I attend our annual synod of the Southwestern Pa Synod,  

I reflect on the nature of the church that is evident at such meetings.  

The synod is the church, although not the only expression of it.   

Our congregation, St. Johnôs of Highland is the church, although not 

the only expression of it. The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

is the church, although not the only expression of it.  What in the world 

does this mean?   I will take a shot at explaining, because this  

interconnectedness is important, not only as a matter of  

ñchurch politicsò but also as a matter of faith. 
 

Most of us when we think of ñthe churchò we think of the place we  

call home, the congregation.  Because we spend our time  

(and a lot of money) to keep this home going, itôs natural for us to  

perceive this as our highest priority for being ñthe church.ò   

When  Jesus proclaimed that the rock upon which the church would be 

built was Peter (or Peterôs faith) an identity for the church took shape.   

Where Jesus is Lord, there is the church.   
 

Jesus is Lord of the church in all its expressions, including  

ñthe one holy catholic and apostolicô church, yet a fourth expression.  

We are taught by Christôs teachings and forgiven by Christôs grace in 

this church. We trust in this authority, according to scripture, that has 

been given to the church.  Sometimes this authority is from the  

ñtop/downò which makes us the most nervous,(eg. Social statements  

of the ELCA) because we may think that decisions are best made by 

like minded people at the ñcongregationalò level.  Sometimes decisions 

are made from the bottom/up (eg. Our benevolence contribution  

which supports the wider chuchôs mission and ministry) 
 

In the teachings of the church, the Augsburg Confession ( art. 7)   

we believe and teach that the church exists where the Gospel is  

rightly preached and the sacraments rightly administered.   

This is our goal as well as our guide, wherever we are church. 
 

We pray for the church in all its expressions, frailties, and strengths. 

We pray for our bishops, pastors, and lay leadership.  We celebrate  

the conversation that exists among we who ñwalk togetherò  

(definition of a synod). 
 

Want to talk more about ñwhat is church?ò Come to Pub Theology  

on July 29 and letôs talk about it! 
 

Thanks be to God! 
 

In Christ,  

Pastor Bill Diehm 
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2018 SUMMER SCHEDULE!2018 SUMMER SCHEDULE!2018 SUMMER SCHEDULE!    
   

TRADITIONAL SERVICETRADITIONAL SERVICETRADITIONAL SERVICE ---8:30 AM8:30 AM8:30 AM    

CONTEMPORARY SERVICECONTEMPORARY SERVICECONTEMPORARY SERVICE ---10:00 AM10:00 AM10:00 AM    
 

Coffee on the patio in between services!  

 

SAVE THE DATE! 

Our Church Picnic will be held at  

Camp Lutherlyn on Sunday,  

August 19, 2018 .   

More details to follow.  
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Pastor Kariõs annual summer womenõs Bible study:  

 

 

 

This year we will be looking at a study entitled,  

òSimplifyó by Bill Hybels. In its description it states:  

òA simpler, fuller life is within your reach. é 

learn how to sweep the clutter from your soul, stop doing what 

doesnõt matter, and start doing what does.ó   
 

It is a four week study that will be held on Tuesdays  this  

summer, with two session each Tuesday to choose from.  
 

The dates of the study are June 19, June 26, July 3,  

and July 10
th
. All of the lunchtime sessions will be at noon,  

and the evening sessions will take place at 7:00, except for the final 

session on July 10
th
 which will be at 6:00 due to VBS and council.  

 

Cookies and drinks will be provided, and feel free to bring your 

meal to eat during the session if that is what works best for you.  

I hope you can join us!  

ABOUT  GODSPELL  
 

'ÏÄÓÐÅÌÌ ÉÓ Á ÍÕÓÉÃÁÌȟ ÃÏÍÐÏÓÅÄ ÂÙ 3ÔÅÐÈÅÎ 3ÃÈ×ÁÒÔÚ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ  
ÓÐÏËÅÎ ÐÁÒÔÓ ÂÙ *ÏÈÎ--ÉÃÈÁÅÌ 4ÅÂÅÌÁËȢ   )Ô ÏÐÅÎÅÄ Ïǟ "ÒÏÁÄ×ÁÙ  
ÏÎ -ÁÙ Ϋαȟ ΫγαΫȟ ÁÎÄ ÈÁÓ ÐÌÁÙÅÄ ÉÎ ÖÁÒÉÏÕÓ ÔÏÕÒÉÎÇ ÃÏÍÐÁÎÉÅÓ ÁÎÄ  
ÒÅÖÉÖÁÌÓ ÍÁÎÙ ÔÉÍÅÓ ÓÉÎÃÅȟ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÉÎÇ Á άΪΫΫ ÒÅÖÉÖÁÌ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÐÌÁÙÅÄ ÏÎ 
"ÒÏÁÄ×ÁÙ ÆÒÏÍ /ÃÔÏÂÅÒ Ϋέȟ άΪΫΫȟ ÔÏ *ÕÎÅ άήȟ άΪΫάȢ   

 

4ÈÅ ÓÔÒÕÃÔÕÒÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÍÕÓÉÃÁÌ ÉÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÏÆ Á ÓÅÒÉÅÓ ÏÆ ÐÁÒÁÂÌÅÓȟ ÍÏÓÔÌÙ 
ÂÁÓÅÄ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ 'ÏÓÐÅÌ ÏÆ -ÁÔÔÈÅ× ɉÁ ÆÅ× ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÆÅÁÔÕÒÅÄ ÐÁÒÁÂÌÅÓ ÁÒÅ 
ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ 'ÏÓÐÅÌ ÏÆ ,ÕËÅ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ 'ÏÓÐÅÌ ÏÆ *ÏÈÎɊȢ 4ÈÅ ÐÁÒÁÂÌÅÓ ÁÒÅ  
ÉÎÔÅÒÓÐÅÒÓÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ Á ÖÁÒÉÅÔÙ ÏÆ ÍÏÄÅÒÎ ÍÕÓÉÃ ÓÅÔ ÐÒÉÍÁÒÉÌÙ ÔÏ ÌÙÒÉÃÓ 
ÆÒÏÍ ÔÒÁÄÉÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÈÙÍÎÓȟ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÐÁÓÓÉÏÎ ÏÆ #ÈÒÉÓÔ ÔÒÅÁÔÅÄ ÂÒÉÅǨÙ ÎÅÁÒ 
ÔÈÅ ÅÎÄ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÐÅÒÆÏÒÍÁÎÃÅȢ 

 

)Ô ÓÔÁÒÔÅÄ ÁÓ Á ÃÏÌÌÅÇÅ ÐÒÏÊÅÃÔ ÐÅÒÆÏÒÍÅÄ ÂÙ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ ÁÔ #ÁÒÎÅÇÉÅ 
-ÅÌÌÏÎ 5ÎÉÖÅÒÓÉÔÙ ÁÎÄ ÍÏÖÅÄ ÔÏ ,Á -Á-Á %ØÐÅÒÉÍÅÎÔÁÌ 4ÈÅÁÔÒÅ  
#ÌÕÂ ÉÎ 'ÒÅÅÎ×ÉÃÈ 6ÉÌÌÁÇÅȢ  )Ô ×ÁÓ ÔÈÅÎ ÒÅ-ÓÃÏÒÅÄ ÆÏÒ ÁÎ Ïǟ-"ÒÏÁÄ×ÁÙ 
ÐÒÏÄÕÃÔÉÏÎ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÂÅÃÁÍÅ Á ÌÏÎÇ-ÒÕÎÎÉÎÇ ÓÕÃÃÅÓÓȢ 

Check the new Church Photos  

on the wall outside the  

rear door of the Nave  

(on the way to the church office)  

~complements of John P. Martin~ 

LUTHERAN SEMINARY  
SCHOLARSHIP FUND    



Pub Theology  
 

meets at Bistro 9101  
on the last Sunday of each month  

at 6:30 p.m. for discussion and fellowship.  
 

Look on our website,  
weekly bulletin announcements  
or general emails from St. Johnôs  

for more information.   

 

Bring a friend and  
               ñSip, Sup, and Share!ò 
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St. John's Stampers  
 

5)& 45O +0)/z4 45".1&34 8*-- #& (&55*/( 50(&5)&3 

for some summer fun on Saturday, July 21  from 

9am until noon.   ( in our lower west Wing )    
 

 

 

        There will be cards to make and  

possibly a new technique to learn.     

Cost is $5/ person to help cover    

the cost of materials.    

All are welcome.  
 

Also put August 18
th  

on you calendar now so you 

can plan to join us for that one TOO!  

 

Financially Speaking as of April 2018 
 

 General Fund Income                   
 

  
 April Actual              $   67,905.00    
 April Budget             $   61,454.17                        

 Gain (Short Fall)      $     6,450.83   
 

 

 

 YTD Actual                $   235,223.01  
 YTD Budget               $   245,816.67      

 Gain (Short Fall)      ($   10,593.66)  
 

 
 YTD Income         $   235,223.01  
 YTD Expenses         $   252,807.05  
 Income (Loss)          ($    17,584.04)  

 

 

 BUILDING FUND: 
 

 

 YTD Actual                     $      28,340.00   
 YTD Budget                    $      28,156.00      

 Gain (Short Fall)            $           184.00  
 
 
 
 
 
   

We would like to thank the congregation for their support,  

in helping to end the year on a positive note.   

 

SAY YES! 
 

 
Currently our mortgage has a balance of $939,455.47 with a 
monthly payment of $7,039.00   
 
 

There are three ways to contribute to the building fund:  
 

 

 

¶ Use a Building Fund envelope from your monthly envelope packet 

¶ Use the Opening New Doors envelope found in the pews. 

¶ Use the ñSay Yes!ò pledge card for 2018 
 
 

EVERY GIFT MATTERS! 
Thank you for your ongoing stewardship and generosity! 

Ý Feeling Disconnected? 

Ý Not receiving updated 

information on St. Johnôs 

activities and events? 
 

We may not have your correct 

email address in our systems. 

 

Please let us know! Please let us know! Please let us know!    
Call the church office  

at 412-364-1606, or better yet, 

send us an EMAIL 

at sjlutheran@verizon.net  

and we can check our  

óelectronicô files  

Updated figures will appear in the August Newsletter 
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              ST. JOHNôS STAFF MEMBERS 
 
William B. Diehm, Senior Pastor  
Kari B. Smail, Associate Pastor 
Ron Baling, Dir. of  Contemporary Music 
Joseph Tuttle Organist & Director of Choirs 
Mary Lynne Martin, Office Administrator 
Barb Eback, Office Assistant & Accounts P/R Clerk 
Laura Coombs, Chief Financial Officer 
Jennifer Bolinda, Director of  St. Johnõs Preschool 
Dawn Andersson, Director of Volunteer Ministry 
Linda Meyerdierks, Youth Ministry Coordinator 
Gene Kesner, Sexton  
Dave Wayman, Assistant Sexton 
           STAFF COVENANT: We will partner to enhance each otherõs  
         ministries,  honor each personõs gifts, care  for one another and        
                              communicate Godõs word and love. 

 Candle                                        Flower 

July 1                  2  available July 1                   1  available 

July 8                  1  available July 8                   1  available 

July 15                2  available July 15                 1  available 

July 22                2  available July 22                 2  available 

July 29                3  available July 29                 2  available 

Candle & Flower Openings for JulyCandle & Flower Openings for JulyCandle & Flower Openings for July   
Call the office if you want to reserve a candle/flower at 412-364-1606. 

Remember:  

2 openings for flowers weekly @ $15 each  

 3 openings for candles weekly @ $3 each   

 Our Current St. Johnõs  

   Council Members  
 

  Pastor William Diehm   Pastor Kari Smail 

  To be announced (President)  To be announced (V.P.)  

  John Birmingham (Secretary)  Eric Kofmehl (Treasurer)  

  Debbie Brown    Heath Gamaché 

  Winter Mariotti    Laura Lankes 

  Janice Bukambu   Gail Bankowski   

  To be announced    To be announced   

Attention Married Couples 
 
 

We would never expect a car to run smoothly  
forever without a tune-up, so why do we  
expect our marriage relationship to keep  

running smoothly without a little maintenance?  

 

Treat yourselves to a Lutheran Marriage Encounter Weekend! The fall 
northeast US Lutheran Marriage Encounter Weekends are: 
 

Ý September 14-16, 2018 at Spruce Lake Retreat in Canadensis, PA.  
       A great hotel-style facility located in 800 acres of woodlands in the  
       heart of the Pocono Mountains. An hour north of Allentown.  
 

Ý October 19-21, 2018 at Olmsted Retreat Center. A stunning,  
        hotel-style retreat next to Olmsted Mansion in Allegheny National 
        Forest. 2 hours north of Pittsburgh.  

Ý November 9-11, 2018 at Hampton Inn Berkshires in Lenox, MA.  
       A lovely hotel beautifully situated on the edge of a 100-acre nature  
       preserve in the heart of the Berkshires. An hour northwest of  
       Springfield, MA.  
 

Two nights lodging, 5 meals for each of you, and all supplies are included 
with your $100 per couple registration fee, plus toward the end of the 
weekend you will be given an opportunity to make a confidential  
contribution of whatever amount you wish to help cover expenses and 
towards the continuation of the program. To be sure to get the Weekend 
of your choice, sign up at your earliest convenience by going to the  
website: www.GodLovesMarriage.org and paying the $100/couple  
registration fee with your credit card, or marking the option to mail a 
check. For questions, or if you would like a brochure mailed to you,  
contact Northeast US Directors of Lutheran Marriage Encounter,  
Fred & Julie Schamber, at 724-325-3166 or fjschamber@comcast.net.  


