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With the return of Advent, we once again prepare
for the coming of Christ. This time of preparation
is not simply one in which we get ready for
Christmas and the birth of Christ. Advent is also a time
where we pause to consider the fact that Christ will
come again. So what kinds of things can we then do
to be intentional about our preparations both to
remember and to get ready for all that is to come?
The first thing we can do is to
recall the foundation upon which Advent and
Christmas was built. This can be done through
participation in worship as we hear in these weeks the
Old and New Testament readings which tell the story.
The other thing we can do is to participate in our
congregation’s recreation of the Town of Bethlehem on
December 8th & 9th, and 15th & 16th, from 1-4 pm.
We need both many people to volunteer to be a part of
the town, and we also need many people to walk
through and experience what it is like. No matter how
you encounter it, Bethlehem is a reminder that God
came into the midst of the chaos of this world through a
beautiful newborn child in a stable. Our times of worship
and experience of Bethlehem then help us to consider
what it means for God to come into the midst of the
chaos of the world today.
Time for reflection will also take place as we gather
for worship on Wednesday evening for Holden Evening
Prayer, and as the women of the church gather
for their annual Advent midweek Bible Study.
So too our Sunday School classes will lend themselves
to this season of preparation as well.
However you choose to prepare this Advent Season,
I pray that this time might be a blessing to you as you
are to the ministry of St. John’s as together we
“Make Christ Known”!

Soli Deo Gloria!
(To God Alone be the Glory!)
Pastor Kari Smail
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ADVENT EVENT

PREPARE YOUR HEARTS
FOR CHRISTMAS

M ON DAY , D E C E M B E R 2 4 TH , C H R I S T M A S E V E
5:00 pm: Family Service
7:30 pm & 10:00 pm:
Festive Candlelight Service

Friday, December 7th, 2018

~ 6:00 PM ~ The evening begins with our
traditional Ham dinner in Highland Hall.

~ 7:00 PM ~ Then we will go into the Nave of the

S ATU R DAY , D E C E M B E R 2 9 TH
5:30 pm: Worship Service with Healing

Church for a short prayer service. From there, we will
proceed to the Fellowship Hall for a candlelight walk
and caroling through Bethlehem. We will conclude with
dessert served back in Highland Hall.

S U N DAY , D E C E M B E R 3 0 TH ,
9:30 am: A Service of Lessons & Carols

Come for dinner or just for the Prayer Service
and candlelight caroling through Bethlehem.
Reservations are needed for the dinner.
Please fill out the information below and put it in the offering plate
or return it to the church office by Wednesday, Dec. 5th.
==================================================================
ADVENT EVENT R.S.V.P. (by Wed. Dec. 5th)

Christmas Eve Worship Assistant Schedule
Dec 24

5:00 PM

7:30 PM

10:00 PM

Acolyte

Dane McDermot

Riley Roehlich

Julia Jusino

Lector

Paul Krepps

Carletta Nichols

Drew Leister

Comm
Deacon

Janice Bukambu
John Angel

Jody Removchik
Lee Fischer

Margie Miller
Mary Pat Jackson

Usher

Erica George
Jennifer Singleton
Mike Bauer
Joy Bovan

Bob Miller
John Miller
Carol Sperandeo
Amy & Jacob Kennedy

Eric Kofmehl
Harold Brandt
Sam Falck
Bill Danklefsen

Jan Wherthey
Patrick Birmingham

Nancy Swanhart
Millie Haas

Oneita Higham
Bill Danklefsen

Name: __________________________________
# of Adults _____ # of Children _____
A free will offering will be taken during the dinner.

Greeter

Join us each Wednesday evening
as we prepare for the birth of Jesus!
6:00 PM:
We will meet in Highland Hall and enjoy a small supper.
(beginning December 5th )

6:30 PM:
We will remain in Highland Hall for our Advent Worship Service.
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OUR “VISIT TO BETHLEHEM”
IS ALMOST HERE!
Our big event will be held on

Dec 8, 9, 15 and 16, 2018 from 11--4 p.m.
Many thanks to everyone who has helped us get to this point!
Our Fellowship Hall has transformed into a Bethlehem Street
and is awaiting it’s townspeople……...
We are still in need of a Holy Family (or Families). If you know of any young
families in your neighborhoods, places of work, from you social groups, etc.
please talk to them about this great opportunity to play the roles of Mary, Joseph
and most importantly the Baby Jesus! There are really no speaking lines and it may
be a chance for quiet, peaceful and reflective time as our visitors look on with awe!

Cookie Walk
What is it?
For those who do not particularly like slaving in the
kitchen to make all different kinds of cookies,
a cookie walk is the perfect solution.
You get to leisurely walk throughout Highland Hall and
choose from many assortments of cookies to put
together however many dozen you would like.
You can bring you favorite cookie tin or if you forgot it,
we will have containers provided.
Where is it?
Highland Hall
When is it?
December, 16th - 8:00am till cookies are gone
How much does it cost?
$8.00 per dozen

There are other roles that still need to be filled:
Midweek (Dec. 10th - 14th) volunteers to work at our booths and populate our little
town while preschool and young people walk through on holiday fieldtrips.
Specific additional weekend roles needed: Prophet ~ Beggar ~ Greeter
These roles are great for friendly folks who want to roam the streets
and move the crowds along with a good story ~ which will be provided!

What is if for?
The cookie walk profits will go towards our youth
attending the National Youth Gathering in 2021.

It is truly a joy to see this happen and be a part of it. If you can help in any
of these parts, please fill out the form below and turn it into the church office
or put in the offering plate. You will be called to coordinate your schedule with ours.

Thank you to all of you for taking part in this wonderful project…
God is surely in it!
__________________________________________________________________

What kinds of cookies will there be?
We will be making sugar cookies, cream wafers,
thumbprints, and buckeyes just to name a few.

Bethlehem Help
Yes, I can help with:
(please check your choice)
Recruiting a Holy Family ____
Prophet ____

The cookie walk gives you a chance
to put together a fresh from the
bakery cookie assortment with a
simple stroll around Highland Hall.

Midweek Town Population ____

Beggar ____

Greeter ____

Let me know how else I could get involved ____
Name

Phone
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“The Gift of the Nutcracker”
ATTENTION ALL LADIES!
With the start of Advent soon approaching, it means that it
is time for Pastor Kari’s annual women’s Advent Bible Study.
This year we will be doing a study entitled, “The Gift of the Nutcracker”.
The description on the website states: “In this four-week Advent study,
[Matt] Rawle uses the iconic tale to help us understand God’s greatest gift
of the Christ child and of the kingdom Christ came to build.”
There will be two sessions each Wednesday to choose from. One will be
at noon and the other at 7:00 pm. Both will be held in the conference room
located on the Lower Level, near the elevator. Feel free to bring your
lunch or supper to either session. Drinks and cookies will be provided.
The classes will take place on
November 28, December 5, December 12, and December 19.
For more information, please contact Pastor Kari.
Hope to see you there!

Teen Board
Game Night
Will return in
January on
Sat. the 12th!

Don’t forget to
volunteer for our
“Visit to Bethlehem”
Dec. 8, 9, 15 & 16,
from 1-4 p.m.

Preschool Panorama

Christmas Poinsettias

Merry Christmas!

The Priscilla Guild will decorate the church with
flowers for Christmas. Flowers are donated to honor
or memorialize loved ones. The cost is $13.
Please return the tear-off to the church office
with a separate check by Wednesday, December 12th .

All of the preschool children are eagerly anticipating the
arrival of Christmas. We will be learning the true meaning
of Christmas, singing many Christmas Carols, visiting with
Santa, and making special surprises for our families.

==========================================================

St. John’s Preschool would like to thank everyone who
participated in the Yankee Candle Fundraiser.
We appreciate all your support and kindness.

Poinsettias (due Wed., December 12th)

Name
In honor of

From all of the students and staff at St. John’s Preschool,
may you all have a Blessed Christmas
and a Healthy New Year!

In memory of
Amount Enclosed: $_______
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SAY YES!

IT‘S THAT TIME OF YEAR AGAIN! WE WILL BE
COLLECTING GIFTS FOR CHILDREN IN NEED

Currently our mortgage has a balance of
$827,954.58 with a monthly payment
$7,039.00.

We will again be collecting gifts for the children whose parents use the
food bank at the North Side Common Ministries.

There are three ways to contribute
to the building fund:




Stars will soon appear indicating a child’s gender and age will
appear in the narthex for your selection. Each star is numbered.

Use a Building Fund envelope from your monthly envelope packet
Use the Opening New Doors envelope found in the pews.
Use the “GRACEFUL GIVING” pledge card for 2019

Take a star, sign the book,
and return your gift (UNWRAPPED)

by December 9th.

EVERY GIFT MATTERS!

Thank you for your ongoing stewardship and generosity!

We thank you for your participation.
The Social Ministry Committee

Financially Speaking as of October 2018

HOLIDAY FOOD DONATIONS FOR HEARTH

General Fund Income
October Actual
October Budget
Gain (Short Fall)

$ 54,876.20
$ 61,454.17
($ 6,577.97)

YTD Actual
YTD Budget
Gain (Short Fall)

$ 591,064.05
$ 614,541.67
($ 23,477.62)

YTD Income
YTD Expenses
Income (Loss)

$ 591,064.05
$ 616,458.54
($ 25,394.49)

This year, in addition to our Star gift collection, we will be
collecting food donations for HEARTH ~ a residential program
for women with children who are leaving domestic abuse
situations. These children receive free or reduced-price
breakfast and lunch at school, and it is difficult for their
mothers to provide food over Christmas break.
Bags for this collection have been placed in the Narthex.
Each bag is marked with an item that is needed.
Please consider participating if you are able.
The filled bags can be returned to the Narthex by Sunday, December 9.

Margie Miller would like to thank everyone who donated
medications to the Hope Mission Team that will travel
and deliver these needed items to Honduras in
February 2019.

BUILDING FUND:
YTD Actual
YTD Budget
Gain (Short Fall)

$ 79,100.00
$ 77,166.67
$ 1,933.33

Your generous hearts once again
reached out to those in need.

We would like to thank the congregation for their support in
keeping their pledges current.
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ST. JOHN’S STAFF MEMBERS
William B. Diehm, Senior Pastor
Kari B. Smail, Associate Pastor
Ron Baling, Dir. of Contemporary Music
Joseph Tuttle Organist & Director of Choirs
Mary Lynne Martin, Office Administrator
Barb Eback, Office Assistant & Accounts P/R Clerk
Laura Coombs, Chief Financial Officer
Jennifer Bolinda, Director of St. John’s Preschool
Dawn Andersson, Director of Volunteer Ministry
Linda Meyerdierks, Youth Ministry Coordinator
Gene Kesner, Sexton
Dave Wayman, Assistant Sexton
STAFF COVENANT: We will partner to enhance each other’s
ministries, honor each person’s gifts, care for one another and
communicate God’s word and love.

Candle & Flower Openings for DECEMBER
Call the office if you want to reserve a candle/flower at 412-364-1606.

Remember:
2 openings for flowers weekly @ $15 each
3 openings for candles weekly @ $3 each
Candle

Flower

December 2

3 available December 2

1 available

December 9

3 available December 9

2 available

December 16

3 available December 16

2 available

December 23

2 available December 23 0* available

December 30

2 available December 30 0* available

Our Current St. John’s
Council Members

* Poinsettias will replace our normal Altar Flowers—see page 9
PLEASE NOTE:

Pastor William Diehm
John Birmingham (President)
Winter Mariotti (Secretary)
Debbie Brown
Laura Lankes
Janice Bukambu
Abby Bauer

Beginning January 1st, 2019, our weekly
flower vases will increase in price from
$15.00 per vase to $25.00 per vase.
This increase in price will be reflected in the size
and quality of the arrangements.
We hope that you will sign up to donate the flowers in
honor or memory of a loved one, or to the
glory of God, then take them home
following worship to enjoy!

Pastor Kari Smail
Heath Gamaché (V.P.)
Eric Kofmehl (Treasurer)
Amy Kennedy
Gail Bankowski
Denise Rudar
Erik Roth

St. John's Stampers
The St. John’s Stampers will be getting together to start
making cards for all the occasions in 2019.
We have a room reserved for Jan. 12th, Feb. 9th & March 9th.
Mark your calendars now and join us for fun and fellowship
this winter ………………...weather permitting!

Thank you for helping to make our
worship space beautiful with the
donation of flowers!
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(Women of Evangelical Lutheran Church of America)

“BETHLEHEM ~Where Jesus Was Born”

Join us on Tuesday, December 18th, at 10 a.m.
for a Christmas Breakfast in the Galley Kitchen
(next to Highland Hall)

A Christmas Cantata
created by
Pastor Blair Morgan

You are also welcome to return that evening
at 6:00 p.m. in Highland Hall as we enjoy
our Christmas Pot Luck dinner.

You are invited to the
Premier Presentation
And live recording of
this musical event!

Shirley Leister and her family would like to say Thank You
for all the letters, notes, certificates, phone calls and card
shower she received on the occasion of her 90th birthday.
She is truly overwhelmed by all the remembrances and
correspondence, and appreciates them very much.
She even reached celebrity status appearing in a picture
posting on PA Rep. Rob Kauffman’s FB page after a
personal visit. That – along with two birthday cards from
the Steelers were some of the highlights ~
and how many people can claim that?

Bethlehem Lutheran Church
Thursday, December 20, 2018
7:00 PM
This recording session will include an opportunity for those
gathered to sign in unison a new carol that Pastor Morgan
has written. It will also be an opportunity to hear some of his
friends and family singing an additional 8 new songs that tell
the story of the Nativity~ from the announcement to Mary ~
to the holy family’s escape from Herod to Egypt.

BLOOD DRIVE UPDATE

Some of the participants are:
Pastor Tony Schneck (Joseph) Pastor Kari Smail (Mary)
Pastor Bill Diehm (Innkeeper) Ms. Lisa Bleil (Angels)
Pastor Dan Smail, Pastor Brian Bennet
and Deacon Mark Nu rn berg er (Three Wi se Me n )

St. John’s blood drive was
very successful in supplying
the Central Blood bank with 22 pints of blood!
Some of which was rare types as well as O –
which is the universal donor type.
Social ministry would like to thank all the parishioners
who donated blood during this crisis need.

Pastor Blair Morgan (musical narrator)
Connor Schneck (spoken narrator)

We would also like to thank Jody Removchik,
Tammy Wittmer, Phil & Janet Schmitt for organizing and
working with the Central Blood Bank on this endeavor.
We will hopefully host this drive again next year.

If you have the time ~ Pastor Morgan would love to
have you present for this Christmas event!
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To Parents With Children Kindergarten Age & Younger!
The first thing we would like to say is thank you
for coming to church with your children!
We are so glad that they are here as that is how they learn!
The other thing that some of you may not know is that we do offer
a service during the 10:45 a.m. worship called Kids Corner
for any kids kindergarten age and under that need childcare.
It takes place in the preschool daycare room, which is also the
2 and 3 year old Sunday school classroom, through the door
on the left at the front of the sanctuary. This is certainly not a
requirement as we love to have kids in church at St. John’s;
however, it is an option for parents who are interested in this.
Each week the Kids Corner is staffed by a teenager of the
congregation, as well as an adult volunteer.
As always, the more volunteers we have, the less often you would
have to take a turn which means the more time you have to enjoy the
Worship Services. If you are willing and able to do this on an
occasional Sunday, please let Pastor Kari know or
email the church office @sjlutheran@verizon.net.

Thank you for your consideration
and for your partnership in ministry.

Your children are a joy and
a blessing to our church!
“The Blood of Christ shed for you”
Such beautiful words that can provide much needed
strength and comfort to all of us.
We are desperately in need of congregational members to assist in
our Holy Meal each week. There is no “special certificate” to earn
to become a Communion Deacon ~ God doesn’t call the qualified,
He qualifies the called~ so, pray and please consider participating
in our Worship Services during our Heavenly Feast.
If you are interested or would like to discuss the details of this Worship opportunity,
please speak with one of our Pastors or contact the church office (412)364-1606
or email us at sjlutheran@verizon.net.
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North Hills Community Outreach—DECEMBER 2018

CHRISTIAN LITERACY DECEMBER 2017

N.H.C.O. is now on Facebook. Become a fan today!

(Individually scheduled training workshops held at St. John’s of
Highland in Pittsburgh are available for the remainder of the year to
accommodate Christian Literacy’s seasonal commitments.

HOLIDAY GIFT COLLECTION: We are accepting new toys, games, sporting
equipment, apparel and gift cards for children ages birth through 18, through
December 12; earlier donations are encouraged! Gifts cards and gifts appropriate
for teens are especially needed! All NHCO offices are open weekdays 9am-4pm.
Alternative donation plans can be made by calling 412-487-6316 opt 1.
NHCO BOARD RAISES $38,000 TO MATCH DONATIONS: The board of
directors of North Hills Community Outreach recently raised $38,000 to encourage
matching donations from individuals in the community. The first $38,000 donated
by individuals through December 31, 2018, will be matched dollar for dollar. Last
year, North Hills Community Outreach assisted nearly 3,500 local families in
hardship and poverty. This fiscal year began with flooding that has resulted in a
significant increase in requests for help. Checks can be mailed to NHCO, 1975
Ferguson Road, A.P., PA 15101. Online donations can be made at nhco.org .
SHOP THROUGH AMAZONSMILE THIS SEASON & SUPPORT NHCO
If you shop through Amazon, or your business buys through Amazon, your
purchases can support North Hills Community Outreach if you easily switch your
login to AmazonSmile. Switching is free and easy, and shopping and prices are the
same, but Amazon donates a portion of each purchase to NHCO, helping local
families in need. Please visit http://smile.amazon.com/ch/25-1553057 to switch.
EMPLOYMENT HELP IS AVAILABLE AT NHCO: We offer free help with
career counseling, updating a resume, job search techniques and more. Please
contact NHCO Resource Coordinator Jackie Boggs at jmboggs@nhco.org or
412-408-3830 x 3217.
NHCO SEEKS BELL RINGERS FOR NOVEMBER AND DECEMBER
North Hills Community Outreach, a Salvation Army unit, seeks volunteers to raise
much-needed funds by ringing bells at kettles during shifts in November and
December. Two-hour shifts are available at Kuhn’s Market in Hampton and
Walmart in Gibsonia. This is a convenient opportunity for college students on
break, retirees, or families. Please visit nhco.org/volunteer for registration links,
or contact Harriet at hzklatte@nhco.org or 412-408-3830 x 3204.
VEHICLE DONATIONS TRANSPORTATION ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
Transportation is the third most cited problem that people mention when coming to
North Hills Community Outreach for help. Unwanted cars, vans, trucks, boats,
RVs, or motorcycles can help several low-income individuals or families. Vehicles
in any condition donated to NHCO’s Transportation Assistance program are sold
at auction; funds received help local people in need overcome transportation
challenges including car repairs, inspection, car seats, bus passes and more.
NHCO can accept vehicles from anywhere in the country, and there is FREE
pickup or towing and a hassle-free donation process. Please visit nhco.org or
call 412-408-3830 x 3225. Please note that Community Auto is no longer a
program of NHCO.

“The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.”
(John 1:14, NIV)
Often during the Christmas season, we think about Jesus as a
newborn. A twinkle in a grandparent’s eye appears as their heritage
(toddler-sized) sways back and forth to the tune of “Away in a Manger”
on the toy nativity. A full term expectant mother clutches her stomach
and groans at the thought of riding on a donkey. A teenager has an
“aha moment” while babysitting the neighbor’s infant son.
Jesus really could know how she was feeling. He was her age once, too.
How many of us stop and ponder that Jesus was referred to as the
“Word” though? “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was
with God, and the Word was God.” (John 1:1, NIV) Later in verse
fourteen of the book of John, “The Word became flesh and made his
dwelling among us.” God obviously puts a high value on words, language,
and communication with Jesus Christ referred to as the “Word.”
For over four decades, Christian Literacy Associates has recognized
the importance of the written word, especially the Bible, to God.
We continue to minister to our neighbors locally, nationally, and
internationally using Bible-content basic reading curriculum, meeting
both a felt need and a spiritual need. When tutors use The Christian
Literacy Series, they are actually inviting Christ (the Word) to be a part
of the reading sessions as students read aloud both a secular story and
a Bible story. This presents many opportunities for discussion and
diving into Scripture to understand the heart of God.
From our Board of Directors and staff, we want to thank you for your
support of our ministry. “O Come Let Us Adore Him” together this
month and each day of the year! Blessings to you!
Any questions regarding Christian Literacy Associates and its programs, call
President Christopher Ebner at 412-364-3777 or email him at
c.ebner@christianliteracy.org today. Thank you for your support of our local, national,
and international work with adults and children!)
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December 2018 Assisting Schedule
10:45 AM

December 2018 Assisting Schedule

ACOLYTES

8:15AM

December 2

Dylan Ward

Abigail Schappert

Dec. 1

Rylan Murphy

Dec. 2

Debbie & Emmett Brown

John & Andrea Miller

December 9

Landon Ward

Drew Sheleheda

Dec. 8

Bridgit Murphy

Dec. 9

Oneita Higham & Bill Danklefsen

Susanne Carr & Bill Medovitch

December 16

Elizabeth Beilstein

Adam Wehrspann

Dec. 15 Rylan Murphy

Dec. 16

Lee & Beth Fischer

Jack & Donna Hubert

December 23

Tyler Eyerman

Riley Roehlich

Dec. 22 Dane McDermot

Dec. 23

Brian & Heidi Miller

Mary Ann Eppinger & Jean Martz

December 24
December 30

USHERS

5:30 p.m.

GREETERS

Dec. 24

* see Christmas Services on pg.
9:30 AM

-

Miles Rees

Dec. 29

Dec. 30

Bridgit Murphy

8:15 AM

10:45 AM

Tom Beilstein, Heather McElroy
Bill Danklefsen, Harold Brandt
Scott Nardina

Jennifer Singleton
Bill Tjader
Christine Martin

December 1

Dec. 9

Eric Kofmehl, Gail Polosky
Francine Hartwell
Amy & Jacob Kennedy

John Miller, Jim Cislon
Ron Coombs
Joy Bovan

December 8

Dec. 16

Ken & Jim Bruggeman
Sam Falck, Harold Brandt
Nate Locklin

Dec. 2

Dec. 23

Bob & Brian Miller
Jerry Cronenweth, Gene Modic

Dec. 24
Dec. 30

ASSIST.
MIN.

Mary Jean Voigt

Steve & Garrett Hrvoich
Carol Sperandeo
Mike Bauer

Jody Removchik
December 15

DEACONS

Jeff Maltz
John Miller

December 1
Margie Miller

December 9

Bob & Margie
Miller

Cathy Coudriet
Janice Bukambu

December 8
Doris Hodgkiss

December 16

Scott & Lee
Fischer

Mary Pat Jackson
Mary Lynne Martin

December 15
Marcie Emory

December 23

Tom Beilstein
Eric Kofmehl

John Miller
Chris Lindberg

December 24

December 29
Mary Jean Voigt

* see Christmas Services on pg.
December 29
9:30 AM
- Lee Fischer
Jody Removchik

KIDS CORNER

10:45 AM

December 2

Amy Wehrspann, Youth

December 9

Jean Martz, Youth

December 16

Joumana & Thalia Driscoll

Pat Green

Jeff Maltz

December 23
December 24
December 30

Beth Dailey
Not Applicable
Not Applicable

Paul Krepps

December 9

Heidi Miller

John Fullerton

Dec. 16

Barb Eback

December 16

Ellen Fowkes

Mary Pat Jackson

Dec. 23

Betsy Fackler

December 23

Carletta Nichols

John Miller

December 30

December 22
Laurie Volpe

10:45 AM

Dec. 9

9:30 AM - Sam Baling

5:30 p.m.

8:15 AM

Drew Leister

Dec. 30

Lee & Beth Fischer

Bob Miller
Kim Jusino

Dec. 2

Not Applicable

-

December 2

December 2

Dec. 24

9:30 AM

10:45 AM

December 30

9:30 AM
Bob & Brian Miller, Jerry Cronenweth, Gene Modic

December 24

* see Christmas Services on pg.

8:15 AM

Ted Oczypok

Mac & Paula McIlvried December 22
Chad George, Abby Bauer Jennifer Singleton

LECTORS

10:45 AM

5:30 p.m.

* see Christmas Services on pg.

8:15 AM

8:15 AM

* see Christmas Services on pg.
9:30 AM
Sarah Slegal

Kids Corner is offered at the second service
on Sunday mornings for children up to
First Grade in the daycare room.

For More St. John’s Events go to www.stjohnslutheranchurch.com/weeklyinfo

For More Community Events and Arena Reservations please call or email the church office.

