
 
 
 
 
 

   
  

  
  

  
  

  
  
  

  
  
  

  
  
  

  
  
  

  
 

  
  

  
  

  

  
    

       
           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 

 

Epiphany: We Celebrate the Feast! 
 

This year the festival of Epiphany falls on a Sunday, 

which means, we have the privilege of extending the 

wonder of Christmas into its ancient practice of 

ñfollowing the star.ò   

Epiphany means manifestation. On this day we  

celebrate the revelation of Christ to the Gentiles  

~ that is all nations ~  
(from Sundays and Seasons) 

 

In the past when we performed Amahl and the  

Night Visitors we were introduced to the mythic three 

kings. Matthew doesnôt tell us how many kings just 

how many gifts. But the point is clear; nations, kings, 

and ñpowers that beò are led to the most important 

news and gift of all. Jesus Christ is born!  

Jesus Christ is Lord. 
 

We return to our usual schedule of worship and  

Christian Education on Epiphany. It is also a time when 

we have new starts and new commitments for 2019, 

including Miracle Sunday on March 3rd  when we will 

significantly reduce our building debt and prepare for 

new and exciting plans for staffing, ministry, and  

programming at St. Johnôs.  Celebrating the Feast  

of Epiphany is a wonderful way to begin your new  

year of being a child of God.   
 

We can then proclaim with the Magi,  

ñwe have seen the rising of the star, and have come  

to pay him homageò (Matthew 12:2) 
 

My prayer for you is that with the three kings  

you also we be ñoverwhelmed with joyò 
 

In Christ,  
 

Pastor Bill Diehm 
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Our Annual Congregational Meeting  
is on Sunday, January 27, 2019  

 

11:45 a.m. Luncheon in highland Hall  
12:45 p.m. meeting in sanctuary 

On Sunday, March 3rd, St. Johnôs of Highland will be  

celebrating a Miracle Sunday. It is a day in which we hope 

to greatly reduce our mortgage with one time gifts to  

decrease the debt that separates funding from our regular 

mortgage giving, so that as we look to the future  

we are not burdened with debt but are able to free up  

our giving for ministry or other needed projects.  
 

On the 2nd and 4th Sundayôs of January and February, 

2019, Eric Kofmehl along with some Financial Advisors 

will be available in Highland Hall between our  

Worship Services, to answer any questions, concerns  

or ideas about this project.  You may also contact  

Eric Kofmehl directly at (412)860-1585 anytime. 
 

We ask that each member of the congregation prayerfully 

consider what, if anything, they are able to contribute on 

March 3rd, so that that together we make a difference for 

our church in the days and years to come. 
 

Thank you for your consideration  

of being part of this miracle to come! 

  

Our Current St. Johnõs  

 Council Members  
 

 
 

 
      

         Pastor William Diehm        Pastor Kari Smail 

  John Birmingham (President)       Heath Gamaché (V.P.) 

  Winter Mariotti (Secretary)       Eric Kofmehl (Treasurer)  

  Debbie Brown         Amy Kennedy  

  Laura Lankes        Gail Bankowski  

  Janice Bukambu        Denise Rudar  

  Abby Bauer          Erik Roth 

Letôs start checking off some of those New Yearôs  

opportunitieséééé. 

               ST. JOHNôS STAFF MEMBERS 
 

       William B. Diehm, Senior Pastor     Kari B. Smail, Associate Pastor 
 Ron Baling, Dir. of  Contemporary Music 
 Joseph Tuttle Organist & Director of Choirs 
 Mary Lynne Martin, Office Administrator 
 Barb Eback, Office Assistant & Accounts P/R Clerk 
 Laura Coombs, Chief Financial Officer 
 Jennifer Bolinda, Director of  St. Johnõs Preschool 
 Dawn Andersson, Director of Volunteer Ministry 
 Linda Meyerdierks, Youth Ministry Coordinator 
        Gene Kesner, Sexton   Dave Wayman Assistant Sexton 
              STAFF COVENANT:  
  We will partner to enhance each otherõs  ministries,   
   honor each personõs gifts,  
    care  for one another and   
     communicate Godõs word and love. 

Here is some useful, important information for you! 
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St. John's Stampers  
 

The St. Johnõs Stampers will be starting  

the new year off with an òoccasionsó  

card making session on Saturday,  

January 12th, from 9 am until noon  

êê....weather permitting! 

There will be several card ideas for you to choose 

from.  Try something new this year!  
 

 Cost is $5/person  

 to help cover the cost of materials.  

 

GREETING CARDS  
 

Need a special card  for a special person?   
Handmade cards are available in  

Highland Hall on Sunday mornings  
during Fellowship time.    

 

Choose the cards you would like  
and make a donation to the St. Johnõs  

Family Emergency Fund.   
 

New cards are added each week.  

Good Health in 2019!  
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Financially Speaking as of November 2018  
 

 General Fund Income                   
 

  

 November Actual                 $ 55,537.98    
 November Budget                $ 61,454.17                       

 Gain (Short Fall)                    ($  5,916.19)                                      
 

 

 

 YTD Actual                             $ 646,602.03 
 YTD Budget                            $ 675,995.83    

 Gain (Short Fall)                  ($ 29,393.80) 
 

 

 YTD Income            $ 646,602.03 
 YTD Expenses          $ 671,838.93                                   
 Income (Loss)                    ($ 25,236.90) 

 

 

 BUILDING FUND: 
 

 

 YTD Actual                           $ 85,408.00  
 YTD Budget                          $ 84,883.33     
 Gain (Short Fall)                $      524.67 

 
 
 

 
 
   

We would like to thank the congregation for their support in                             We would like to thank the congregation for their support in                             We would like to thank the congregation for their support in                             
keeping their pledges current.keeping their pledges current.keeping their pledges current.   

 

SAY YES! 
 

Currently our mortgage has a balance of 
$823,551.64 with a monthly payment 

$7,039.00.   
 
 
 
 

There are three ways to contribute  
to the building fund:  

 

¶ Use a Building Fund envelope from your monthly envelope packet 

¶ Use the Opening New Doors envelope found in the pews. 

¶ Use the ñGRACEFUL GIVINGò pledge card for 2019 
 

 

EVERY GIFT MATTERS! 
Thank you for your ongoing stewardship and generosity! 

Candle & Flower Openings for January 
Call the office if you want to reserve a candle/flower at 412-364-1606. 

Remember:  

2 openings for flowers weekly @ $25 each  

 3 openings for candles weekly @ $3 each   

 Candles                              Flowers 

January 6             2  available January 6            2 available 

January 13           2  available January 13          2 available 

January 20           3  available January 20          2 available 

January 27           2  available January 27          1 available 



        Holy K.O.W.S. Holy K.O.W.S. Holy K.O.W.S.  

(5th -8th grade)  
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Teen Board Game NightTeen Board Game NightTeen Board Game Night   
 

at St John's Lutheran Church of Highland  

Saturday January 12, 2019  

6:30 pm to 10 pm  
 

Join us for a fun evening of board games and Pizza  

in Highland Hall and bring your friends . 

Open to teens from 6th grade to 12th grade.  

Different board games will be set up and  

there will also be organized group games.  

Please RSVP to lmmeyers@zoominternet.net  

with your name and age.  
  

     Please bring $4 to help cover  

 the cost of pizza and snacks.  

 

 
 

   Holy K.O.W.S. (6th ë 8th grades)  

    & Senior Youth  (9th ì12th grades)   
 

Combined Event 
 

                  MOVIE & POPCORN!MOVIE & POPCORN!MOVIE & POPCORN!    
 

January 20th  January 20th  January 20th     
from 12noon from 12noon from 12noon ïïï   2:15p.m.2:15p.m.2:15p.m.   

 

Come watch A Movie and have some Popcorn! 

(feel free to let me know what movie you would like to watch) 

 

We will meet in Highland Hall  

following the 10:45a.m service.  

Please bring a bag lunch.    

Drinks and Popcorn will be providedé 

Hope to see you there! 
 

Any questions or concerns please email  

                     Linda Meyerdierks  

             @ lmmeyers@zoominternet.net 
 

mailto:lmmeyers@zoominternet.net


 
 

CHRISTIAN LITERACY JANUARY 2019 
 

(Individually scheduled training workshops held at St. Johnõs  

of Highland in  Pittsburgh are available for the remainder of the year 

to accommodate  Christian Literacyõs seasonal commitments.   
 

òComing together is a beginning; keeping together is progress;  

working together is success.ó 
  

 Throughout the decades, volunteers have been the lifeblood  

of this ministry.  Originally, more than four decades ago,  

Dr. Bill Kofmehl, Jr. designed The Christian Literacy Series   

so that a volunteer tutor could be trained in a four -hour workshop  

to be able to work with an adult or child who needed to learn how  

to read.  Over the years, men and women, locally, nationally, and  

internationally, took time out of their schedules to be a true neighbor 

to another in need of mastering basic reading skills.  At Christian  

Literacyõs offices, headquartered at St. Johnõs of Highland, office 

volunteers completed tasks from matching tutors with students to 

creating supplementary materials to accompany the literacy series.  

Time marches on and many of these volunteers have gone to be with 

the Lord.  The tasks we now have for volunteers have changed, too.   
 

 A community of servant hearts blossomed over the decades  

within our office walls, mobilizing Christians around the globe to  

proclaim Christ while helping others learn to read.  Christian Literacy 

is again in need of capable, willing, office volunteers to help weekly, 

biweekly, monthly, or on a specific project/program.  We need  

assistance with fundraising and grant writing, social media managing, 

and the promotion of workshop dates and programs.  If a one -day  

project is more appealing, we can always use extra hands to assemble 

our newsletters.  If interested in joining the team, please call  

Christian Literacyõs president, Christopher Ebner, at 412-364 -3777 

or email him at c.ebner@christianliteracy.org today.  
  

In the coming months, we will be posting a listing  

of our free tutor training workshops held locally and a schedule  

of our summer programs.  Please consider how you can be a light  

in the darkness of illiteracy.  
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Preschool Panorama 
  The children had a very happy holiday season.  

 Now they are ready for snow!  
 

 

 

¶ The 2õs will be starting school all by themselves this 

month.  They will get to experience preschool and  

 continue their love of learning all on their own!  

 We are so proud of the 2õs. 
 

¶ The 3õs will have Show & Tell with their favorite  

 Christmas gifts.  They will start a unit on family and 

 friends.  The 3õs are learning many uppercase letters of 

 the alphabet and even beginning to write their name.   

 Way to go 3õs! 
 

¶ The 4õs will also have Show & Tell with their favorite toy.  

They will learn about winter, math & mittens, and ocean  

 animals.  You may also see some stuffed friends come to 

 school to celebrate òTeddy Bear Dayó.   

 Oh what fun in the 4õs! 
 

¶ The pre -k class will be having fun in January.  They will 

learn many things about polar animals and where they live. 

The pre -k children will continue to grow and develop while 

having fun learning.  You should hear them say the  

 beginning letters sounds of the alphabet!  

 Pre- k is AMAZING!  
 

We are taking registrations for the 2019 -2020 school year.  

Classes are filling up quickly, so please contact the preschool 

at (412 -364 -3306) if you would like to enroll your child.   

All are welcome to come learn and grow with us!  
 

Thank you for your continued support  

of our preschool.  



SHARING WINTER WARMTH 

Funds are urgently needed for North Hills Community Outreachôs Sharing Winter Warmth 

program so that families in need can receive one $50 credit toward a heat or light bill.    

Donations can be made online at https://nhco.org/donate/sww/ or by check, payable to 

NHCO, memo line Sharing Projects, and mail to NHCO, 1975 Ferguson Rd, Allison Park, 

PA 15101. For more information, please call 412-487-6316 opt 1.  

TICKETS ON SALE FOR NHCOôS NEIGHBORHOOD BLOCK PARTY  

FEATURING NO BAD JUJU 

bƻ .ŀŘ WǳWǳΣ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tƛǧǎōǳǊƎƘ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ ƘƻǧŜǎǘ ōŀƴŘǎΣ ǿƛƭƭ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳ ŀǘ bI/hΩǎ  
bŜƛƎƘōƻǊƘƻƻŘ .ƭƻŎƪ tŀǊǘȅ {ǳƴŘŀȅΣ aŀǊŎƘ нп ƛƴ ¢ƘŜ /ƘŀŘǿƛŎƪ ƛƴ aŎ/ŀƴŘƭŜǎǎ ό²ŜȄŦƻǊŘύΦ 
¢ƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘ ƛǎ пΥол-уǇƳΦ bƻ .ŀŘ WǳWǳ ƛǎ ŀ ŘȅƴŀƳƛŎ ŜƛƎƘǘ-ǇƛŜŎŜ ǇƻǿŜǊƘƻǳǎŜΣ ōƭŜƴŘƛƴƎ ŀƴ 
ŜŎƭŜŎǝŎ ƳƛȄ ƻŦ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŎ ǊϧōΣ ǊƻŎƪ ŀƴŘ ŎǳǩƴƎ ŜŘƎŜ ŎƻƴǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ ƳǳǎƛŎ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎƛƎƴŀǘǳǊŜ 
ǎǘȅƭŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƛǎ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ŀƭƭ-ŀƎŜǎ ŜǾŜƴǘΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ŦƻƻŘ ǎǘŀǝƻƴǎΣ ƭƛǾŜ 
ƳǳǎƛŎΣ ƎŀƳŜǎΣ ƪƛŘǎΩ ŀŎǝǾƛǝŜǎΣ ŀ ǎƛƭŜƴǘ ŀǳŎǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƳǳŎƘ ƳƻǊŜΦ ¢ƛŎƪŜǘǎ ŀǊŜ ŀƭƭ-ƛƴŎƭǳǎƛǾŜΦ 
9ŀǊƭȅ ōƛǊŘ ǝŎƪŜǘǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ aŀǊŎƘ о ŀǊŜ Ϸол ŦƻǊ ŀŘǳƭǘǎΣ Ϸмп ŦƻǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΦ ¢ƛŎƪŜǘǎ aŀǊŎƘ п 
ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ нл ŀǊŜ Ϸоо ŀƴŘ ϷмрΦ  tǊƻŎŜŜŘǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ bI/hΩǎ Ƴŀƴȅ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜƭǇ ƭƻŎŀƭ 
ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ƛƴ ƴŜŜŘΦ tǳǊŎƘŀǎŜ ǝŎƪŜǘǎ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ŀǘ ƘǧǇǎΥκκƴƘŎƻΦƻǊƎκƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊƘƻƻŘ-ōƭƻŎƪ-ǇŀǊǘȅκ  
ƻǊ ōȅ ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎ /ƘŜǊȅƭ ŀǘ пмн-пут-сомс ƻǇǘ мΦ  
ASK THE ATTORNEY SESSIONS FOR LOW-INCOME FAMILIES 

Free legal consultation for noncriminal issues such as divorce, bankruptcy, credit issues, 

family matters, rent disputes and more is available for families in need at NHCO locations 

the third Wednesday of each month at 7:00pm except December. The next ATA sessions 

are: January 16 in Allison Park and February 20 in NHCO North Boroughs. Attendees 

MUST preregister for these sessions by contacting Jackie at jmboggs@nhco.org  

or 412-408-3830 x 3217. 

VOLUNTEER TAX PREPARERS NEEDED TO HELP LOW-WAGE FAMILIES 

NHCO is seeking volunteers to help families with basic tax returns. Many of our neighbors 

donôt have access to affordable tax help, fall victim to ñrapid refundò loans, or are unaware 

of state and federal tax credits like the Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) that can put  

money into their pockets for food, utility bills, gasoline or bus passes, rent payments or to 

eliminate personal debt.  All required training is provided by the United Way and the IRS 

in January through a combination of in-class and online offerings. Volunteers who  

complete this training are IRS certified volunteer tax preparers and are eligible to receive  

Continuing Education Credits for their volunteer service if certified at the advanced  

level.  NHCO tax prep sites (Millvale and Bellevue) will open mid-January, and continue 

through early April. A three-hour per week volunteer commitment is requested throughout 

tax season.  If interested in volunteering, you must register by the first week of January. 

Contact Jackie at NHCO at jmboggs@nhco.org or 412-408-3830 x 3217.  

EMPLOYMENT HELP IS AVAILABLE AT NHCO 

North Hills Community Outreach offers free help with career counseling, updating a  

resume, job search techniques and more. Please contact NHCO Resource Coordinator  

Jackie Boggs at jmboggs@nhco.org or 412-408-3830 x 3217. 

North Hills Community OutreachñJANUARY 2019 
  N.H.C.O. is now on Facebook. Become a fan today! 
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AAAre you available to shovel snow from a seniorǭs walkway or steps,   

and sometimes their driveway? Often seniors are waiting for visiting 

nurses, or need to get out to the ACCESS vehicle that will take them  

to important medical appointments. ACCESS will not pick up seniors  

if snow is not cleared from the driveway. 
 

Did you know that Allegheny County has the second largest senior 

population per capita in the US, second only to Dade County, Florida? 

Not everyone jumps for joy about the snow... 

 

To help a senior in your community,  

please contact Cathy at 412-307-0069  

or clpschirer@nhco.org  

A volunteer registration and criminal clearance 

check are required 

NORTH HILLS COMMUNITY OUTREACH 

SNOW SHOVELING  
VOLUNTEERS  

�ƒ�”�‡���•�‡�‡�†�‡�†���ˆ�‘�”���ƒ�Ž�Ž���ƒ�”�‡�ƒ�•���‹�•�����‘�”�–�Š�‡�”�•�����Ž�Ž�‡�‰�Š�‡�•�›�����‘�—�•�–�› 

NHCOôs Annual Citrus Sale is underway 
We are taking orders through February 4, 2019 for our annual Citrus Sale.  

 

New this year: strawberries picked fresh in Florida!  
Also, we were able to return to our original grower this year.  

 

Boxes of grapefruit, oranges, and pears and quarts of strawberries are  

hand-checked by volunteers and are available for pickup March 2nd & 3rd 

in St. Paulôs United Methodist Church, 1965 Ferguson Road, Hampton.   

Last yearôs purchases helped us to serve 3,486 local families in need last 

year in northern Allegheny County. Boxes of fruit can also be donated to 

NHCOôs food pantries.  

We also seeks congregations, schools or civic groups to help take group 

orders. To order online, please visit nhco.org/fruit.cfm or call 412-307-0069 

x 3311 for more information or to get involved with group orders. 

https://nhco.org/donate/sww/
https://nhco.org/neighborhood-block-party/
mailto:jmboggs@nhco.org
mailto:jmboggs@nhco.org
mailto:jmboggs@nhco.org
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Allison-Park-PA/North-Hills-Community-Outreach/147499803724

