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As we journey more deeply into winter,
one of the things that has warmed my heart the
past couple of months is to see the wonderful
sense of community that is present at St. John’s
of Highland. As we brought together
Bethlehem, experienced it, and put it away once
again, we were called to work as a congregation
to make this happen and many people stepped
up to participate in this ministry. As various
members of our church experienced illness or
surgery, countless people asked how they could
do to help. When the death of another member
took place, the people of St. John’s rallied once
again to honor the life and ministry of another.
As we prepare for Miracle Sunday
on March 3rd, many have responded with
excitement and are discerning how they can
support this effort.
We have been blessed with a congregation that
is committed to journeying together as the
Body of Christ in this place. As we hear in
Matthew 18, verse 20, “For where two or three
are gathered in my name, I am there among
them.” In the midst of it all we have Christ at
the center, who guides us as we move forward in
faith. May the fellowship we share continue to
work together at “Making Christ Known.”
Soli Deo Gloria!
(To God alone be the glory!)
Pastor Kari Smail
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Beat those
Winter Blue
s!
We have way
s
to help…….

On Sunday, March 3rd, St. John’s of Highland will be
celebrating a Miracle Sunday. It is a day in which we hope
to greatly reduce our mortgage with one time gifts to
decrease the debt that separates funding from our regular
mortgage giving, so that as we look to the future
we are not burdened with debt but are able to free up
our giving for ministry or other needed projects.

Saturday, February 9th
6:30—9:00 p.m.
Highland Hall
Have some Tropical Treats while
enjoying the sounds of the
Ambridge Steel Drum Band

On the 2nd and 4th Sunday’s of January and February,
2019, Eric Kofmehl along with some Financial Advisors
will be available in Highland Hall between our
Worship Services, to answer any questions, concerns
or ideas about this project. You may also contact
Eric Kofmehl directly at (412)860-1585 anytime.

Winter Gala
Pot Luck Style

Saturday, February 23, 2019
6:30—9:30 p.m. in Highland Hall

We ask that each member of the congregation prayerfully
consider what, if anything, they are able to contribute on
March 3rd, so that that together we make a difference for
our church in the days and years to come.

Entertainment provided by

SinG Boldly

Thank you for your consideration
of being part of this miracle to come!
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SAY YES!

Our Current St. John’s
Council Members

Currently our mortgage has a balance of
$819,223.96 with a monthly payment
$7,039.00.

Pastor William Diehm
John Birmingham
(President)
Winter Mariotti
(Secretary)
Debbie Brown
Laura Lankes
Janice Bukambu
Abby Bauer

There are three ways to contribute
to the building fund:




Use a Building Fund envelope from your monthly envelope packet
Use the Opening New Doors envelope found in the pews.
Use the “GRACEFUL GIVING” pledge card for 2019

EVERY GIFT MATTERS!

Thank you for your ongoing stewardship and generosity!

Pastor Kari Smail
Heath Gamaché
(Vice President)
Eric Kofmehl
(Treasurer)
Amy Kennedy
Gail Bankowski
Denise Rudar
Erik Roth

Financially Speaking as of December 2018
General Fund Income
December Actual
December Budget
Gain (Short Fall)

$ 104,363.69
$ 61,454.17
$ 42,909.52

YTD Actual
YTD Budget
Gain (Short Fall)

$ 750,965.72
$ 737,450.00
$ 13,515.72

YTD Income
YTD Expenses
Income (Loss)

$ 750,965.72
$ 749,206.62
$ 1,759.10

Candle & Flower Openings for February
Call the office if you want to reserve a candle/flower at 412-364-1606.

Remember:
2 openings for flowers weekly @ $25 each
3 openings for candles weekly @ $3 each
Candles

Flowers

BUILDING FUND:
YTD Actual
YTD Budget
Gain (Short Fall)

$ 96,038.00
$ 92,600.00
$ 3,438.00

We would like to thank the congregation for their support in
keeping their pledges current.
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February 3

2 available February 3

2 available

February 10

3 available February 10

1 available

February 17

3 available February 17

1 available

February 24

3 available February 24

2 available

STEWARDSHIP STEW

St. John's Stampers
The ST. John’S STamperS will be
combating cabin fever with a card
making session on Saturday,
February 9th from 9 am until noon
in the lower west wing.
we’ll be working on ValenTineS
among other things.
All are welcome!
Cost is $5/person to help cover the cost of
maTerialS. if you can’T Join us this time
Mark your calendars for the 2nd Saturday
of the month from now through June.

GREETING CARDS

If you’re like me you’ve probably already
ditched your New Year’s resolutions.
I’m making “affirmations” instead.
Here goes…..









Need a special card for a special person?
Handmade cards are available in
Highland Hall on Sunday mornings
during Fellowship time.

Eat half, walk double, laugh triple and love without measure.
Believe you can and you’re halfway there.
Success is the sum of small efforts, repeated day in and day out.
The best way to make your dreams come true is to wake up.
A smile is the light in the window of your face that tells people
you are at home.
Who looks outside dreams, who looks inside, awakes.
Whether you think you can or you think you can’t……..
you’re right.
The true meaning of life is to plant a tree under whose shade you
do not expect to sit.

The best time to plant a tree
was 20 years ago.
The second best time is now!

Choose the cards you would like
and make a donation to the St. John’s
Family Emergency Fund.

We have a new home!
Roma Restaurant
8360 Perry Hwy, Pittsburgh, PA 15237
(across the street from Advanced Auto Parts)

New cards are added each week.

Pub Theology
We meet on the last Sunday of each month
at 6:30 p.m. for discussion and fellowship.
Look on our website, weekly bulletin
announcements or general emails from
St. John’s for more information.
Bring a friend and
“Sip, Sup, and Share!”
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Holy K.O.W.S. (6th– 8th grades)
& Senior Youth (9th—12th grades)

H
O
L
Y

K.
O.
W.
S.

Teen Board Game Night
at St John's Lutheran Church of Highland

Saturday February 2nd, 2019

(5th-8th
grade)

6:30 pm to 10 pm
Join us for a fun evening of board games and Pizza
in Highland Hall and bring your friends.
Open to teens from 6th grade to 12th grade.
Different board games will be set up and
there will also be organized group games.
Please RSVP to lmmeyers@zoominternet.net
with your name and age.
Please bring $5 to help cover
the cost of pizza and snacks.

Watch bulletin and fliers
for next upcoming event

Future Events & Dates
to Remember!
FAT TUESDAY PANCAKE DINNER
MARCH 5, 2019
5pm - 7:15pm
VBS 2019
ROAR!
Life is Wild
God is Good
- July 8th -12th

Work Camp - August 4th -9th
Sequanota Lutheran Conference Center & Camp
Jennerstown, PA

If you are interested or thinking about going
please see Pastor Kari or Linda Meyerdierks
- more information to follow in the coming months.~
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CHRISTIAN LITERACY JANUARY 2019
(Individually scheduled training workshops held at St. John’s
of Highland in Pittsburgh are available for the remainder of the year
to accommodate Christian Literacy’s seasonal commitments.

Preschool Panorama

Our preschoolers are getting ready for Valentine’s Day.
They enjoy giving special valentines to all their friends
to show them how much they are loved!
The 2’s are doing a very good job separating from a
parent/caregiver. They will be learning how to share
and be kind to their friends.
The 3’s are learning about the weather, numbers,
and letters of the alphabet. They will have great practice
writing their name on the valentine’s cards!
The 4’s will learn about penguins, have a pajama party,
and make a pizza snack. They will also focus on being kind
to other people during the month of February.
The pre-k children are continuing to develop their phonics
skills and math readiness. Kindness is always floating
around the pre-k room. They will be crafting away using
lots of reds, pinks, and purples for valentine’s day.
We are taking registrations for the 2019/2020 school year.

Throughout the decades, volunteers have been the lifeblood
of this ministry. Originally, more than four decades ago,
Dr. Bill Kofmehl, Jr. designed The Christian Literacy Series
so that a volunteer tutor could be trained in a four-hour
workshop to be able to work with an adult or child who needed to
learn how to read. Over the years, men and women, locally,
nationally, and internationally, took time out of their schedules to
be a true neighbor to another in need of mastering basic
reading skills. At Christian Literacy’s offices, headquartered at
St. John’s of Highland, office volunteers completed tasks from
matching tutors with students to creating supplementary materials
to accompany the literacy series. Time marches on and many of
these volunteers have gone to be with the Lord. The tasks we
now have for volunteers have changed, too.
A community of servant hearts blossomed over the decades
within our office walls, mobilizing Christians around the globe to
proclaim Christ while helping others learn to read. Christian
Literacy is again in need of capable, willing, office volunteers
to help weekly, biweekly, monthly, or on a specific project/
program. We need assistance with fundraising and grant writing,
social media managing, and the promotion of workshop dates and
programs. If a one-day project is more appealing, we can always
use extra hands to assemble our newsletters. If interested in
joining the team, please call Christian Literacy’s president,
Christopher Ebner, at 412-364-3777 or email him at
c.ebner@christianliteracy.org today.
In the coming months, we will be posting a listing of our free
tutor training workshops held locally and a schedule of our summer
programs. Please consider how you can be a light in the darkness
of illiteracy.
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For everything there is a season, and a time for
every matter under heaven:
a time to be born, and a time to die;
a time to plant, and a time to pluck up
what is planted;
a time to kill, and a time to heal;
a time to break down, and a time to build up;
a time to weep, and a time to laugh;
a time to mourn, and a time to dance;
a time to throw away stones, and a time to gather stones
together; a time to embrace, and a time
to refrain from embracing;
a time to seek, and a time to lose;
a time to keep, and a time to throw away;
a time to tear, and a time to sew;
a time to keep silence, and a time to speak;
a time to love, and a time to hate;
a time for war, and a time for peace

St. John’s invites you to express yourself in artistic
ways through our Edifying Art Series!
Each season we will choose a faith topic for artists to
reflect in their creations. They will be displayed in the
vicinity of Highland Hall, followed by an open house
at the completion of each season. So whether you are
someone who loves to draw, paint, sculpt, knit, etc.

“All Are Welcome” to share.
Our second Faith Theme is:

“A Time for Everything”
based on Ecclesiastes 3: 11--8.

Artist’s Application forms are available at the
church office and on our website.

Just for fun St. John’s Word Scramble

The second session will begin February 15th.
If you have any questions please email the church at
sjlutheran@verizon.net or call 412-364-1606.

IMKONA CRHSTI WNKON ________ ________ __________
TLCYOAE _________________
ILSNYAT ESSRWE ____________ _______________
AHUL HLALJAEHLU ______ ___________________
CMDERNBUAL SIDK __________________ _________
GNAVHI NFU AYSGINT UOGYN
____________ ______ ____________ _____________
ICLMRAE YSUSDN
____________ _____________
ANSWERS IN MARCH’S NEWSLETTER!
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Dear Missionary Sponsoring Church:
th

This year marks the 15 year of my ministry at Trinity Theological College in Singapore,
where I have been teaching courses on public worship (liturgy) and preaching. I am grateful
to serve as a missionary of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, and as always,
I am grateful for your support of me through the ELCA Missionary Sponsorship Program.
Some of you, in fact, have been with me since I began with Global Mission in 2000. I am
thankful for your partnership, and I hope that you will encourage neighboring ELCA
congregations to consider missionary sponsorship.
As one reaches milestones in ministry, one looks back to reflect on the changes in the
church and in one’s ministry context. One significant change has been the interest in
discussing “open table,” the practice of offering communion to any and all persons present
at a service regardless of whether they have been baptized. While no congregation of the
Lutheran Church in Singapore currently practices open table, some ELCA congregations
and clergy have been advocating this practice as an expression of welcome to seekers and
newcomers.
On the one hand, it seems that there is good biblical support for open table. The Lord
Jesus himself appears to be indiscriminate about sharing meals with people. He eats with
anyone—respected members of communities and religious leaders, as well as with “sinners
and outcastes,” a fact that spiritually discredited him in the eyes of his critics. Access to
Jesus was open and inclusive. Proponents of open table would argue that the same openness
and inclusivity should characterize the church’s Holy Communion today; we should not
erect “barriers” to the Supper, for example, by insisting that only baptized persons can
commune.
But, on the other hand, the Christian tradition has emphasized instruction in general and
preparation for Holy Communion in particular. We should note that Jesus had instructed his
disciples for three years before he shared a final meal with them in the upper room—a meal
that we regard as the institution of our Holy Communion. What’s more, in the “Great
Commission” of Matthew 28, he commands his disciples to teach new followers. In our own
tradition, Martin Luther stressed the need to prepare first communicants (children) by
teaching them the basics of the Christian faith. An important Lutheran confessional document of the sixteenth century, the Apology of the Augsburg Confession, states that all persons desiring to receive Holy Communion are to be “examined and absolved” (Article 24,
par 1)—in other words, those desiring communion had to demonstrate to their pastor a basic
understanding of the sacrament, as well as confess their sins and receive absolution from
him. Simply put, for Lutherans catechesis and confession are requirements for communion.
In this respect, Lutherans have held to the very oldest practice of the church, for a number
of ancient church documents state that only the baptized were to receive communion.
Importantly, these same documents (e.g., the second-century Didache), assume that
“baptism” involves an instructional process that prepares converts for discipleship and
participation in Holy Communion. Thus in the early church, baptismal instruction was
preparation for communion, and communion was the culmination of the baptismal process.
We can best understand the need for pre-communion instruction when we consider the
situation that St Paul addresses in 1 Corinthians 11. The wealthier members of that church
engaged in meal practices that humiliated the poorer members and thus fractured the unity
of the church. Their way of doing communion failed to reflect the love and charity of the

Lord Jesus. In short, the Corinthians did not “get it” on communion, and so were
rebuked by the apostle.
St Paul’s objections to Corinthian meal practices teach us that we cannot treat the
Supper of the Lord like any common meal, one that is informed by the values and
customs of our culture. The spiritual and ethical implications of communion suggest a
need for instruction in the Christian faith in general and the Supper in particular.
Such instruction today is part of the baptismal preparation of adults (the “adult
catechumenate”), and confirmation instruction for those children baptized in infancy.
Meal fellowship with other Christians and with the Lord makes such high spiritual and
moral demands on people that we dare not allow any but the baptized—or rather, the
baptized and instructed—to approach the table. Thus we best think this way:
we welcome people to the table by way of the font.
To some people, this dictum will seem like a contraction. It will appear that I am
making baptism and baptismal preparation barriers to communion, effectively
erecting a wall between the Lord and those whom he would receive into his
fellowship. However, I believe that this is the wrong way of looking at baptism in
relation to the Supper. In fact, baptism and baptismal formation are not onerous
burdens imposed on seekers; Christ himself accompanies the church and baptismal
candidates during this process. His own words in the Great Commission (“and, lo,
I am with you always…”) assure us of his presence as we instruct new disciples.
Indeed it is ultimately the Lord himself who imparts faith, wisdom, and understanding
to the candidates. Baptism in the fullest sense is a journey of grace, and a gift that the
church gladly bestows on newcomers to the faith. Portraying baptism as a “barrier” to
fellowship with the Lord therefore suggests a lack of understanding about baptism and
the instructional process that is part and parcel of “baptism.”
For me, “open table” is not an option for Lutherans. Communion is for the baptized
only, otherwise we seem to imply that baptism is not necessary for being a Christian,
since communion is central to Christian life and identity. We only do justice to the
meaning of both sacraments when we (1) admit only the baptized to the Supper, and
(2) instruct those who want to participate in it. But this insistence” on baptism (and
instruction) is like a host’s insistence that a guest take an additional portion of food,
or a piece of dessert—it’s an invitation to accept grace!
Yes, we Americans live in a democratic, egalitarian society where requirements and
prerequisites are often viewed as exclusionary. And yet our society still values
instruction and preparation, whether it’s the education needed for a career or for
playing the guitar. When people are helped to understand that baptism and baptismal
instruction are gifts that enhance, enliven and deepen the experience of communion,
they will be less likely to view baptism as a “barrier” to communion. Indeed, if there
are no “requirements” for communion, it’s hard to see how any seeker could ever
value communion.
In the end, my opposition to open table is not so much about upholding traditions or
following rules. Rather it is about our commitment to sound pastoral practices that help
people to receive the gifts of communion. I hope that you will see it this way too.
Regards,
Jeff Truscott
Singapore
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North Hills Community Outreach—February 2019

NORTH HILLS COMMUNITY OUTREACH

N.H.C.O. is now on Facebook. Become a fan today!

SNOW SHOVELING
VOLUNTEERS

SHARING WINTER WARMTH
Funds are urgently needed for North Hills Community Outreach’s Sharing Winter Warmth
program so that families in need can receive one $50 credit toward a heat or light bill.
Donations can be made online at https://nhco.org/donate/sww/ or by check, payable to
NHCO, memo line Sharing Projects, and mail to NHCO, 1975 Ferguson Rd, Allison Park,
PA 15101. For more information, please call 412-487-6316 opt 1.
TICKETS ON SALE FOR NHCO’S NEIGHBORHOOD BLOCK PARTY
FEATURING NO BAD JUJU
No Bad JuJu, one of the Pittsburgh region’s hottest bands, will perform at NHCO’s
Neighborhood Block Party Sunday, March 24 in The Chadwick in McCandless (Wexford).
The event is 4:30-8pm. No Bad JuJu is a dynamic eight-piece powerhouse, blending an
eclectic mix of classic r&b, rock and cutting edge contemporary music into their signature
style. The whole family is welcome at this all-ages event, which includes food stations, live
music, games, kids’ activities, a silent auction and much more. Tickets are all-inclusive.
Early bird tickets through March 3 are $30 for adults, $14 for children. Tickets March 4
through 20 are $33 and $15. Proceeds support NHCO’s many programs that help local
families in need. Purchase tickets online at https://nhco.org/neighborhood-block-party/
or by calling Cheryl at 412-487-6316 opt 1.
SPRING DINNER ITEMS
NHCO is collecting items through March 8 to provide a complete Spring Dinner for each
family that uses our food pantry. Items needed include butter or margarine, jar of
applesauce, can of pineapple or fruit cocktail, box of mashed or scalloped potatoes, and
package of dinner rolls or biscuit mix. Financial donations to NHCO are also appreciated.
Please donate Monday through Friday, 9am-4pm at NHCO Allison Park, 1975 Ferguson
Road, Hampton or 9 a.m. to noon, Saturday, February 2 or Saturday, March 2 in the food
pantry behind the Ferguson Road office. Call 412-487-6316 option 1 to make other
arrangements or to find out other drop-off locations.
VOLUNTEER TAX PREPARERS NEEDED TO HELP LOW-WAGE FAMILIES
NHCO is seeking volunteers to help families with basic tax returns. Many of our neighbors
don’t have access to affordable tax help, fall victim to “rapid refund” loans, or are unaware
of state and federal tax credits like the Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) that can put
money into their pockets for food, utility bills, gasoline or bus passes, rent payments or to
eliminate personal debt. All required training is provided by the United Way and the IRS
in January through a combination of in-class and online offerings. Volunteers who
complete this training are IRS certified volunteer tax preparers and are eligible to receive
Continuing Education Credits for their volunteer service if certified at the advanced
level. NHCO tax prep sites (Millvale and Bellevue) will open mid-January, and continue
through early April. A three-hour per week volunteer commitment is requested throughout
tax season. If interested in volunteering, you must register by the first week of January.
Contact Jackie at NHCO at jmboggs@nhco.org or 412-408-3830 x 3217.
EMPLOYMENT HELP IS AVAILABLE AT NHCO
North Hills Community Outreach offers free help with career counseling, updating a

are needed for all areas in Northern Allegheny County
Are you available to shovel snow from a senior’s walkway or steps,
and sometimes their driveway? Often seniors are waiting for visiting
nurses, or need to get out to the ACCESS vehicle that will take them
to important medical appointments. ACCESS will not pick up seniors
if snow is not cleared from the driveway.
Did you know that Allegheny County has the second largest senior
population per capita in the US, second only to Dade County, Florida?
Not everyone jumps for joy about the snow...
To help a senior in your community,
please contact Cathy at 412-307-0069
or clpschirer@nhco.org
A volunteer registration and criminal clearance
check are required

NHCO’s Annual Citrus Sale is underway
We are taking orders through February 4, 2019 for our annual Citrus Sale.
New this year: strawberries picked fresh in Florida!
Also, we were able to return to our original grower this year.
Boxes of grapefruit, oranges, and pears and quarts of strawberries are
hand-checked by volunteers and are available for pickup March 2nd & 3rd
in St. Paul’s United Methodist Church, 1965 Ferguson Road, Hampton.
Last year’s purchases helped us to serve 3,486 local families in need last
year in northern Allegheny County. Boxes of fruit can also be donated to
NHCO’s food pantries.
We also seeks congregations, schools or civic groups to help take group
orders. To order online, please visit nhco.org/fruit.cfm or call 412-307-0069
x 3311 for more information or to get involved with group orders.
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February2019 Assisting Schedule
ACOLYTES

8:15 AM

10:45 AM

February2019 Assisting Schedule

5:30 p.m.

GREETERS

8:15 AM

10:45 AM

February 2
Rylan Murphy

February 3

Debbie & Emmett Brown

February 3

Miles Rees

Volunteer Needed

February 10

Aiden Ward

Riley Roehlich

February 9
Volunteer Needed

February 10

Lee & Beth Fischer

February 17

Dylan Ward

Hannah Smail

February 16
Bridgit Murphy

February 17

Kim Jusino & Sam Falck

February 24

Landon Ward

Julia Jusino

February 23
Volunteer Needed

February 24

Brian & Heidi Miller

8:15 AM

10:45 AM

Tom Beilstein, Heather McElroy,
Harold Brandt, Scott Nardina

Chad George,
Jennifer Singleton,
Bill Tjader

Feb. 10

Gail Polosky, Francine Hartwell,
Amy & Jacob Kennedy

Cathy Coudriet,
David & Kim Gettemy

Feb. 17

Ken & Jim Bruggeman,
Sam Falck, Harold Brandt,
Nate Locklin

Carol Sperandeo,
Jim Cislon, Joy Bovan

USHERS
Feb. 3

Feb. 24

DEACONS

February 2
Ted Oczypok
February 9
Jody Removchik
February 16
Mary Jean Voigt
February 23
Jennifer Singleton

8:15 AM

10:45 AM

February 3

Bob & Margie
Miller

Mary Pat Jackson,
Cathy Coudriet

February 2
John Angel

February 10

Kim Jusino,
Tom Beilstein

John Miller,
Janice Bukambu

February 9
Elaine Teare

February 17

Lee & Scott
Fischer

Cathy Coudriet,
Walt Treser

February 24

Bob & Margie
Miller

John Miller,
Janice Bukambu

5:30 p.m.

Nancy Swanhart, Millie Haas

LECTORS

8:15AM

February 3

Betsy Fackler

February 10

Sue Diehm

February 17

Drew Leister

February 24

Paul Krepps

8:15 AM

10:45 AM

February 3

Drew Leister

Chris Lindberg

February 10

Cindy Kelly

John Miller

February 17

Pat Green

John Miller

February 24

Heidi Miller

Mary Pat Jackson

KIDS CORNER

10:45 AM

February 3

Beth Dailey

February 16
Jody Removchik

February 10

Beth Dailey

February 17

Laura & Nick Lankes

February 23
Marcie Emory

February 24

Jean Martz
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Mary Ann Eppinger,
Cathy Coudriet
Jim Cislon,
Carol Sperandeo

ASST. MIN.

5:30 p.m.

Sam Falck,
Steve & Garrett Hrvoich,
Jerry Cronenweth, Gene Modic
Christine Martin

John & Patrick Birmingham

Kids Corner
is offered at the
second service
on Sunday mornings
for children up to
First Grade
in the daycare room.

For More St. John’s Events go to www.stjohnslutheranchurch.com/weeklyinfo

For more info. about Community Events occurring at St. John’s, please call the church office at (412) 364-1606

For more info. about Arena Events occurring at St. John’s, please call the church office at (412) 364-1606

