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Miracle Sunday
We will gather in Highland Hall on March 3rd,
Transfiguration Sunday, at Noon for a celebration
meal cookie table, performance by Sing Boldly,
and an ingathering of gifts to reduce the debt of our
building space. We hope to reduce our current loan
by half as we look forward to the future of our
congregation’s ministry.
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“March On!”
Here’s what’s happening in
and around church in these first weeks
of March

Ash Wednesday
There are two liturgies planned for the day at Noon and
at 7:30PM. There will be an imposition of ashes and
Holy Communion as we begin the Lent season.
Monday Book Study
We gather in Highland Hall on March 11th,25th,April
1st,8th, and 15th at 11:15AM for a brown bag lunch
and study of a book entitled Love Without Limits,
“Jesus’ Radical Vision for Love with No Exceptions.”
A limited number of discounted books are available in
the office or can be ordered on line from Amazon.
Mid Week Lenten Worship and Fellowship
We gather for service of the word beginning March 13th
on Wednesdays at 11AM followed by a light lunch
at 11:45AM. Also there is a supper at 6PM followed
by study at 6:45PM and evening prayer. This year we
will experience a new service entitled “Hidden with
Christ.” It is a sung prayer service similar to Holden
Evening Prayer with Holy Communion. It begins at
7:30PM in Highland Hall.
In Christ,
Pastor Bill
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One of the most familiar miracle stories of Jesus is the feeding of
the 5000. From just five loaves of bread and two fish, Jesus
is able to feed over 5000 people, and
leftovers were collected when all had eaten
their fill. In recent years however, one of
the interpretations of this story is that the
miracle might have happened in another
way. As the generosity of the young boy is
seen by the crowd that had gathered, they
were in turn inspired to share out of what
they had so that all were fed that day.
The miracle then becomes one that results from the generosity
of those who were blessed to break bread with Jesus.
Here at St. John’s we are hoping to have a miracle of our own
as a result of the generosity of our members. About a year ago,
a seed was planted to explore the possibility of having a Miracle
Sunday at St. John’s. The time has arrived for this exciting event on
Sunday, March 3, 2019. It will take place following our regular worship service schedule around noon in Highland Hall.
On that day a delicious meal will be served in Highland Hall,
an opportunity to offer a gift to reduce the building debt will take
place, and a celebration of generosity will conclude the festivities.

“On this mountain the Lord of Hosts
will make for all peoples
a feast……….” Isaiah 25:6
“CONTINUING THE LEGACY”
Name: _____________________________________________
Option 1: My one time contribution to debt
reduction $_________________ (Check Enclosed)
Option 2: My plan for giving for this debt reduction
campaign is: ______________________________
_______________________________________
Option 3: I have already made my gift of $_________

Noon and 7:30 p.m.

Thank you to all who have already contributed towards this goal,
and thank you to all who are open to the possibility of giving in the
days to come. Through this congregational giving opportunity,
we could save between $285,000 to $400,000 in interest
savings over the next 14 years, as well as create more
financial stability and resources for future ministry.
If you are unable to attend and want to make a contribution,
you are more than welcome to still participate by completing
the form on the next page and mailing it back to St. John’s with
the enclosed envelope.
Thank you for your continued support and your partnership in
ministry! You are a blessing, and we are excited to take time with
you to celebrate the miracles along the way!
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The National Youth Gathering Youth 2021 will be hosting a

FAT TUESDAY PANCAKE DINNER

to help support their trip to Minneapolis, MN
The Pancake Dinner will be held on March 5th
in Highland Hall starting at 5p.m. and ending at 7:15p.m.
Dinner includes pancakes, sausage, fruit, coffee, tea,
juice and Ice cream sundaes for dessert.
Cost is $8.50 for adults, $5.50 for children(5 & younger)
children under 2 eat free.
R.S.V.P. Return the tear off to the church office by March 3rd.

Pancake Dinner – March 5th

($8.50 for adults $5.50 for children 5 & younger).
Please make checks payable to St. Johns Lutheran church of Highland.

Again this year, Lenten boxes
will be available for
members of the congregational
to fill during Lent.
As we insert coins or bills into the boxes,
we are reminded of Christ's sacrifice for us.
Young children particularly enjoy putting money into
the boxes, which will be handed out the Saturday
and Sunday following Ash Wednesday
and are due back on Palm Sunday.
Proceeds from the boxes
will be put into the
Pastors' Emergency Fund.

Name:____________________ ______________________________
# of adults:__________ # of children 5 & younger:___________
Amount enclosed:________________
Attention: Youth (grades 6th -10th)
If you are in grades 6th–10th for the school year 2018 – 2019
You are eligible to go to the next
National Youth Gathering in 2021!
(The ELCA Youth Gathering is a national convention held every 3 years
in a different American city attended by high-school-age youth of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.)

We are anticipating a large group of Youth for 2021.

We are inviting you to help with this year’s
Fat Tuesday’s Pancake Dinner!
If you are interested or thinking about the 2021 National Youth
Gathering you can participate to help in preparing the dinner and
start raising money for your trip! Help is needed with setup, serving,
& clean-up. Time: 4pm – 8pm in Highland Hall (Parents are also
invited to stay and help). If you are planning to participate or if you
have any questions or concerns please email me at
lmmeyers@zoominternet.net Thank You!
Linda Meyerdierks
Youth Ministry Coordinator
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ST. JOHN’S STAFF MEMBERS
William B. Diehm, Senior Pastor
Kari B. Smail, Associate Pastor
Ron Baling, Dir. of Contemporary Music
Joseph Tuttle Organist & Director of Choirs
Mary Lynne Martin, Office Administrator
Barb Eback, Office Assistant & Accounts P/R Clerk
Laura Coombs, Chief Financial Officer
Jennifer Bolinda, Director of St. John’s Preschool
Dawn Andersson, Director of Volunteer Ministry
Linda Meyerdierks, Youth Ministry Coordinator
Gene Kesner, Sexton
STAFF COVENANT: We will partner to enhance each other’s
ministries, honor each person’s gifts, care for one another and
communicate God’s word and love.

ANSWERS TO FEBRUARY NEWSLETTER WORD SCRAMBLE

Making Christ Known Hula Hallelejah
Cumberland Kids
Acolyte
Communion Deacon
Miracle Sunday
Saintly Sewers
Having Fun Staying Young
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SAY YES!
Currently our mortgage has a balance of $575,701.33
with a monthly payment $7,039.00.
There are three ways to contribute
to the building fund:




Use a Building Fund envelope from your monthly envelope packet
Use the Opening New Doors envelope found in the pews.
Use the “GRACEFUL GIVING” pledge card for 2019

EVERY GIFT MATTERS!

Thank you for your ongoing stewardship and generosity!

Financially Speaking as of January 2019

Our Current St. John’s
Council Members
Pastor William Diehm
John Birmingham
(President)
Winter Mariotti
(Secretary)
Debbie Brown
Laura Lankes
Janice Bukambu
Abby Bauer

Pastor Kari Smail
Heath Gamaché
(Vice President)
Eric Kofmehl
(Treasurer)
Amy Kennedy
Gail Bankowski
Denise Rudar
Erik Roth

General Fund Income
JanuaryActual
January Budget
Gain (Short Fall)

$ 46,316.45
$ 61,769.75
( $15,453.30)

Candle & Flower Openings for March
Call the office if you want to reserve a candle/flower at 412-364-1606.

YTD Actual
YTD Budget
Gain (Short Fall)

$ 46,316.45
$ 61,769.75
($ 15,453.30)

YTD Income
YTD Expenses
Income (Loss)

$ 46,316.45
$ 53,931.50
($ 7,615.05)

BUILDING FUND:
YTD Actual
YTD Budget
Gain (Short Fall)

$ 6,042.33
$ 7,153.00
($ 1,110.67)

We would like to thank the congregation for their support in
keeping their pledges current.
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Remember:
2 openings for flowers weekly @ $25 each
3 openings for candles weekly @ $3 each
Candle

Flower

March 3

0 available

March 3

2 available

March 10

2 available

March 10

2 available

March 17

2 available

March 17

1 available

March 24

3 available

March 24

1 available

March 31

3 available

March 31

2 available
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God Squad Event
A MOVIE & POPCORN!

March 24th – 11:45a.m. – 2:00p.m.
Come watch A Movie and have some Popcorn!
We will meet in our Youth Room
following the 10:45a.m service.
Please bring a bag lunch.
Drinks and Popcorn will be provided

Hope to see you there!

Holy K.O.W.S. (6th– 8th grades)
& Senior Youth (9th—12th grades)

The Mission Trip to Sequanota Lutheran Conference
Center & Camp, Jennerstown, PA. is set for
August 4th – 9th and is open to all students
in grades 5 -12.
As a partner in ministry, our mission is to help the center/camp with
maintenance projects such as clearing trails, fixing roads, stacking
firewood, painting, etc. The possibility for service is endless! It is an
opportunity to serve others in the name of Christ and strengthen our own
group along the way! We will have some time for fun and perhaps plan
a trip to Idlewild!
The cost of the trip will be $200.00 per youth.
(plus there will be fundraising for the additional cost of the trip).
We will need a $100 deposit by May 1st if you are attending.

Please let us know if you are interested in attending by April 1st,
so we can continue to make arrangements.
Contact Linda Meyerdierks lmmeyers@zoominternet.net
or Pastor Kari – kbsmail1@verizon.net
or call the church office at 412-364-1606.

Teen Board Game Night
at St John's Lutheran Church of Highland

Saturday March 9, 2019

6:30 pm to 10 pm
Join us for a fun evening of board games and Pizza
in Highland Hall and bring your friends.
Open to teens from 6th grade to 12th grade.
Different board games will be set up and
there will also be organized group games.
Please RSVP to Thali.lego@gmail.com or
lmmeyers@zoominternet.net
with your name and age.
Please bring $5 to help cover
the cost of pizza and snacks.
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VBS 2019
ROAR!
Life is Wild
God is Good
- July 8th 12th
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CUMBERLAND KIDS ACTIVITIES
St. John's Stampers
The St. John’s Stampers will be getting together
on Saturday, March 9th from 9am - noon.
We won’t promise lions or lambs but we will
be thinking SPRING, and will have some
great cards to illustrate that.

All are welcome!
Cost is $5/person to help cover the cost materials.

Our group, which meets every Wednesday after
School, has been busy with service projects this year!
Each month we try to create an item that we can
donate to those around us. So far, we’ve…….






Preschool Panorama
March is has arrived and the
preschoolers are
continuing to grow and learn each day.
During the month of March, the preschool children will be
eagerly waiting for spring to arrive!
We will learn about springtime and watch as the spring
flowers bloom! Hopefully we will get to use the playground
again. We sure love playing outside!
The preschool children will be looking forward to St. Patrick’s Day with many leprechaun tricks, learning about the
Irish, and wearing green!
They might even discover a little gold…
As always
we thank you
for your support!
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Made tie-dyed baby onesies and bibs for infants
and toddlers at HEARTH
Created no skid, “grippy” socks for the residents at Arden Court
Stuffed heavy, warm socks with toiletries and snacks to distribute to the
Pleasant Valley Men’s Shelter.
Colored turkey placemats for our shut-ins and included personal
messages about what we are thankful for.
Made small wreath ornaments out of wooden drapery rings, ribbon, and
fabric trims to give to our shut-ins.
Made Christmas cards with Nativity scenes and greetings to include in
the overstuffed stockings filled with drinks and treats (provided by
Dawn Andersson’s family) so that each man at the shelter would
have a gift to open on Christmas day.

We have other projects planned for the spring including no-tie fleece
blankets for UPMC Children’s Hospital and scarves for the men’s shelter.
If you would like to support our ministry, prayers are welcome! Monetary
donations to help with supplies always help too ~ checks can be made out
to St. John’s of Highland and write ‘Cumberland Kids’ in the memo line.
Please see Pastor Kari if you have any questions or ideas for new crafts!

ST. JOHN’S ANNUAL
GIANT GARAGE SALE

SATURDAY, JUNE 1st
7:30 A.M. TO NOON
(details will be provided in the near future)
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WITH MUCH APPRECIATION…………………..
THANK YOU, THANK YOU,
to all for the cards, prayers,
concerns, visits for me during
my recent surgery,
especially for the presence of
Pastors Bill and Kari.
St. John's is truly
a second family...
Kay Roehlich

Thank you to my church
family for your prayers,
cards and food.
Thanks to Pastor Small
for her visit.
Your concerns meant so
much! Linda Falck

My “heart felt thanks”
to everyone who offered prayers,
get well messages, and
encouragement as I recovered
from my recent heart surgery.
It really means a lot and has
made a difference in my recovery.
Love. Eric Kofmehl
THANK YOU to members of Church Council
for providing the meal at Pleasant Valley Men’s
Shelter in January. Members of St. John’s church
family provide a meal for the residents of the
Pleasant Valley Men’s Shelter on the 4th Wednesday
evening of each month. If you’d like to help out
with this Social Ministry project please contact
Shirley McIlvried (412-364-7329)
or Dianne Barbin (412-364-3045).
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New Member Class:
We will be holding a new member’s
class on Sunday, March 24th,
from 11:45 a.m. to 2 p.m.
in Highland Hall.
If you are interested in becoming a
formal part of our congregation, please contact
Pastor Bill, Pastor Kari, or the church office
at (412)364-1606.
On the Road Again……..
Just can’t wait to get on
the Road Again
That’s right!
On April 23rd & 24th
24th,
Pastor Bill is planning a bus trip to historical

GETTYSBURG, PENNSYLVANIA
The trip itinerary will include:
Dobbin House Buffet Lunch
Welcome Center & Bus Tour of
Gettysburg Campus and
Seminary Ridge Museum
The cost of the trip is $199/person
(price based on 40 participants)
which includes Lenzner bus transportation
One night lodging at the Quality Inn (Gettysburg)
Breakfast and the cost of lunch (+tip)
Cost of all campus tours and museum fees
The bus will leave from St. John’s front parking lot on Tuesday,
April 23rd at 7:00 a.m. We will return the next day by 9:00 p.m.
If you are interested in joining this fun group, please R.S.V.P.
to the church office by April 1st with a note including your name,
address, phone number and email along with your check,
(made payable to St. John’s Lutheran Church of Highland)

CHRISTIAN LITERACY MARCH 2019
Individually scheduled training workshops held at St. John’s of Highland in
Pittsburgh are available for the remainder of the year to
accommodate Christian Literacy’s seasonal commitments.

“The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.”
(John 1:14, NIV)
Often during the Christmas season, we think about Jesus as a
newborn. A twinkle in a grandparent’s eye appears as their heritage
(toddler-sized) sways back and forth to the tune of “Away in a Manger”
on the toy nativity. A full term expectant mother clutches her stomach
and groans at the thought of riding on a donkey. A teenager has an “aha
moment” while babysitting the neighbor’s infant son. Jesus really could
know how she was feeling. He was her age once, too.
How many of us stop and ponder that Jesus was referred to as the
“Word” though? “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was
with God, and the Word was God.” (John 1:1, NIV) Later in verse 14
of the book of John, “The Word became flesh and made his dwelling
among us.” God obviously puts a high value on words, language, and
communication with Jesus Christ referred to as the “Word.”
For over four decades, Christian Literacy Associates has
recognized the importance of the written word, especially the Bible,
to God. We continue to minister to our neighbors locally, nationally,
and internationally using Bible-content basic reading curriculum, meeting
both a felt need and a spiritual need. When tutors use The Christian
Literacy Series, they are actually inviting Christ (the Word) to be a part
of the reading sessions as students read aloud both a secular story and
a Bible story. This presents many opportunities for discussion and diving
into Scripture to understand the heart of God.
From our Board of Directors and staff, we want to thank you for
your support of our ministry. “O Come Let Us Adore Him” together this
month and each day of the year! Blessings to you!

Any questions regarding Christian Literacy Associates and its programs,
call President Christopher Ebner at 412-364-3777 or email us at
contact@christianliteracy.org today. Thank you for your support of our
local, national, and international work with adults and children!
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North Hills Community Outreach—MARCH 2019
N.H.C.O. is now on Facebook. Become a fan today!

PERSONAL CARE ITEMS
NCHO is collecting new, unopened personal care items through April 1. The added expense
of items like toiletries can be a burden for low-income families, and those who receive
SNAP cannot use the benefits to purchase such items. Items needed include shampoo,
soap, unscented lotion, disposable razors, shaving cream, toothpaste, mouthwash and other
personal care items. Please donate Monday through Friday, 9am-4pm at NHCO offices in
Hampton, Millvale or Bellevue, or 9 a.m. to noon, Saturday, March 2 in the food pantry
behind the Hampton office, 1975 Ferguson Road. Call 412-487-6316 option 1 to inquire
about other arrangements.
FREE TAX PREPARATION
NCHO is once again offering FREE tax preparation for low-income individuals through
the United Way Free Tax Prep program. During the past five tax seasons, NHCO volunteers
have helped prepared 1,281 federal returns and helped families receive $1, 962,995 in
federal refunds. Appointments are required and must be made by calling United Way’s
helpline, 2-1-1. Income eligibility requirements: For households with ONE PERSON,
annual income must be $30,000 or less. For households with MORE THAN ONE PERSON, annual income must be $50,000 or less. NHCO’s Bellevue/North Boroughs site will
be open for tax prep appointments Mondays and Wednesdays, 4:30 to 7:30pm. NHCO’s
Millvale site will be open for tax prep appointments Saturdays, 9:00am to noon.
NHCO SEEKING SENIORS WHO NEED MINOR HOME REPAIRS
North Hills Community Outreach (NHCO), in partnership with the ELCA SWPA
Synod’s Stay at Home Mission Work Camp, is accepting applications now from
low-income seniors for free minor home repairs. Low-income senior applicants must live
in northern Allegheny County north of the City of Pittsburgh. Repairs will be scheduled
for June 23 through 28. Space is limited and applications will be reviewed on a first-come
basis and prioritized by need. To apply, contact Cathy at NHCO at 412-307-0069 X 3313
or clpschirer@nhco.org. Stay at Home Mission Work Camp also is looking for additional
skilled adult mentors to supervise youth as they learn while doing repair projects. Please
contact Sylvia at 412-486-0151 for more information about volunteering.
TICKETS ON SALE FOR NHCO’S NEIGHBORHOOD BLOCK PARTY
FEATURING NO BAD JUJU
No Bad JuJu, one of the Pittsburgh region’s hottest bands, will perform at NHCO’s
Neighborhood Block Party Sunday, March 24 in The Chadwick in McCandless (Wexford).
The event is 4:30-8pm. No Bad JuJu is a dynamic eight-piece powerhouse, blending an
eclectic mix of classic r&b, rock and cutting edge contemporary music into their signature
style. The whole family is welcome at this all-ages event, which includes food stations, live
music, games, kids’ activities, a silent auction and much more. Tickets are all-inclusive.
Early bird tickets through March 3 are $30 for adults, $14 for children. Tickets March 4
through 20 are $33 and $15. Proceeds support NHCO’s many programs that help local
families in need. Purchase tickets online at https://nhco.org/neighborhood-block-party/
or by calling Cheryl at 412-487-6316 opt 1.
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The Perry-Highland Women’s Association is accepting
applications for a $3,000 scholarship.
Applicants must live in the North Hills area and
be enrolled in college or technical school for either
summer 2019 or fall 2019.
The award will be granted on the basis of
need/financial hardship, ability to overcome difficulty,
character and participation in community serve and activities.
To receive application materials, please email
phwa.scholarship@gmail.com
Application deadline is March 11.
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March 2019 Assisting Schedule

March 2019 Assisting Schedule
8:15AM

ACOLYTES

10:45 AM

5:30 PM

DEACONS

March 3

Elizabeth Beilstein

Madison George

March 10

Jacob Kennedy

Adeline Kane

March 17

Aiden Ward

Emma Gruener

March 16 Rylan Murphy

March 24

Dylan Ward

Abigail Schappert

March 23 Bridgit Murphy

March 31

Cameron Ward

Drew Sheleheda

March 30 Dane McDermot

USHERS
March 3

8:15 AM

Noon
Bob Miller

Mac & Paula
McIlvried
ASH
WEDNESDAY

March 2
Jody Removchik

John Miller
Janice Bukambu
ASH
WEDNESDAY
Mac McIlvried
Janice Bukambu

March 17

Lee & Scott
Fischer

Chris Lindberg
John Miller

March 16
Jeff Maltz

March 24

Tom Beilstein
Eric Kofmehl

Jeff Maltz
Cathy Coudriet

March 23
Jody Removchik

March 31

Bob & Margie
Miller

Janice Bukambu
Mary Pat Jackson

March 30
Chris Lindberg

March 6
March 10

7:30 PM
Eric Kofmehl

Kent & Jim Bruggeman,
Sam Falck, Harold Brandt,
Nate Locklin

Cathy Coudriet,
David & Kim Gettemy

March 9
Mary Jean Voigt

March 17

Tom Beilstein, Harold Brandt,
Heather McElroy, Scott Nardina

Erica George, Bill Tjader,
Christine Martin

March 16
Jennifer Singleton

March 24

Bob & Brian Miller,
Jerry Cronenweth, Gene Modic

Ron Coombs,
Joy Bovan, Jim Cislon

March 31

Eric Kofmehl, Gail Polosky,
Francine Hartwell,
Amy & Jacob Kennedy

Steve & Garrett Hrvoich,
Carol Sperandeo

8:15 AM

Tom Beilstein
Lee Fischer
Noon
John Angel
Lee Fischer
Bob & Margie
Miller

March 3

5:30 PM

March 10

GREETERS

10:45 AM

March 9 Volunteer Needed

10:45 AM

Eric Kofmehl, Gail Polosky,
Francine Hartwell,
Amy & Jacob Kennedy

March 6

March 2 Bridgit Murphy

8:15 AM

LECTORS

March 30
Jody Removchik

10:45 AM

10:45 AM

Ellen Fowkes

Steve Hrvoich

March 10

Noon
Bob Miller
Jacob Kennedy

7:30 PM
Sam Baling
John Fullerton

March 17

Sarah Slegal

Jean Martz

March 24

Calvin Slegal

Jeff Maltz

March 31

Cameron Ward

Carol Sperandeo

March 6

ASSIST.
MIN.

March 2
Chris Lindberg
7:30 PM
Sam Baling
Cathy Coudriet
March 9
Matthew Galbraith

8:15 AM

March 3

March 23
Ted Ozcypok

5:30 PM

8:15 AM

March 3

Sam Baling

March 10

Betsy Fackler

March 3

Volunteers Needed

Susan Carr, Bill Medovitch

March 17

Sue Diehm

March 10

Brian & Heidi Miller

Jack & Donna Hubert

March 24

Drew Leister

March 17

Kim Jusino, Sam Falck

Abigail Schappert, Jean Martz

March 31

Paul Krepps

March 24

Lee & Beth Fischer

Nancy Swanhart, Mille Haas

March 31

Linda & Sam Falck

John & Andrea Miller

KIDS
CORNER

10:45 AM

March 3

Amy Wehrspann

March 10

Beth Dailey

March 17

Amy Wehrspann

March 24

Jean Martz

March 31

Laura & Nick Lankes

Kids Corner is offered at the second service
on Sunday mornings for children up to
First Grade in the daycare room.

For More St. John’s Events go to www.stjohnslutheranchurch.com/weeklyinfo

For More Community & Arena Events contact St. John’s Church Office at (412)364-1606

