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A Note from Pastor KariA Note from Pastor KariA Note from Pastor Kari   

Vacation Bible School - Rocky Mountain Railway - was held July 6th - July 10th.  We had 30 youth 
sign up for the event and we had many viewers watching St. John's streaming on line that week.  Many 

thanks to Pastor Kari and Nick Ross for making VBS happen online. 
National Youth Gathering 2021 - Boundless God Beyond Measure- new dates - July 24th- July 28th, 2022 .   

Teen Game Night -  looking into possibly having a Zoom Teen Game Night in September. 

Youth  
Updates 

A way to honor the saints in your life... Last year our congregation celebrated the ministry of Pastor Bill Diehm  
at his retirement celebration in June. At that time we were happy to announce a gift to United Lutheran Seminary  
in his honor which would commission a local artist to create portraits of saints to be used in the two sanctuaries of the 
seminary on its two campuses. The saints that were chosen were a way to add some diversity to the images of saints 
already depicted in the windows in the Gettysburg sanctuary, hence, the title of the project, "For ALL The Saints."   
This summer an idea sprouted to inquire as to whether we might be able to obtain digital copies of the art to enhance  
the building at St. John's and as a teaching tool for our congregation, and we are thankful to Pastor Don Green for  
researching the details and logistics for us. Church council thought this was a great idea, and both the seminary as well 
as the artist were receptive to it as well, so we are moving forward with the project. In order to cover the cost of the prints 
as well as the framing, council came up with the idea to allow folks to make a donation towards the artwork project as a 
way to honor the saints in their lives, past or present. Then a plaque will be created to go with the 16 portraits, indicating 
the other saints who were honored by gifts to make the project a reality. If you would like to make a donation in honor of 
a saint in your life, please make a check out to St. John's of Highland, and put "For ALL The Saints" in the memo.  

Please include with your check a note indicating what saint you would like to honor with your gift.  
For more information please contact Pastor Kari Smail, or Pastor Don Green.  

The installation of a needlepoint bipolar ionization system has taken place! This system will 
help to clean the air in our building during and in between use. While we will still need to wear masks and socially  
distance when we are in the building as the system does not clean the air instantaneously, it will help to keep the air  
in our church cleaner. This system was implemented as a result of our major maintenance fund.  We also have  
electrostatic sprayers on order that will help to clean our building after it has been used.  We are thankful for these 
items which will help us as we seek to create as safe an environment as possible for all who come to our building.  

Our Church Building Our Church Building Our Church Building  

Greetings everyone! We hope that this latest mailing finds you doing well in these days.  

We are excited for the program year to begin this month, even with restrictions in place in light of the pandemic. 

Inside these pages you will find information regarding such things as our addition of communion to our outdoor 

Saturday worship services, the invitation to have a small number of people in the sanctuary for our Sunday live 

stream service through the use of our bookapew site, our virtual start to Sunday School, the installation of a  

needlepoint bipolar ionization system to help clean the air in our building, a way to honor the saints in your life,  

a zoom meeting for the Women of the ELCA, the start of a modified preschool experience, as well as reading  

resources from Christian Literary Associates and a fall schedule and bake sale information for Lutherlyn. While 

the way that we do ministry may have had to adapt these past few months, rest assured that ministry continues as 

we work together to "Make Christ Known"! Thank you as always for your partnership in ministry! 
 

So Deo Gloria!  
(To God alone be the glory!) 

Pastor Kari Smail 

Our 2020 Sunday School year will start as a remote learning experience.  We will have  
a link to an unlisted YouTube video that will coordinate with the lesson for the week.  There is still time to register 
your children for Sunday School by emailing the church office at  sjlutheran@verizon.net  In addition, there is a  
high school class and two adult Sunday School classes (Social Concerns and Christian Living) held via Zoom  
as well at 9:00AM on Sunday mornings.  We look forward to another good year of learning and growth,  
no matter what the format!  

Christian EducationChristian EducationChristian Education   
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Worship at St. John’sWorship at St. John’sWorship at St. John’s   

After our September 8th council meeting, our leadership has discerned that we are in a position to try 
some new things in relation to worship during the pandemic.   

SAINTLY SEWERS 

Saturday Outdoor Worship 
Sunday Indoor Worship 

We will be the adding communion to our Saturday 
Outdoor Worship service. We have ordered  
communion supplies that are pre-packaged so that 
we can have a no-touch experience that is safer  
under current conditions. There will be trays of  
communion cups on a table in the worship space  
outside. If you come to the outdoor worship service 
and would like communion, you can simply pick up  
a cup on your way in to worship. Then when we come 
to the communion liturgy in the worship service, you 
can retrieve the communion cup so that the 
whole congregation can commune together 
from their seats at the same time. While we 
will continue to wear masks for the service, 
our masks will be temporarily lowered for 
communion at our seats and then put up 
again once communion is done.  
Then at the conclusion of the service, you can 
simply put your cup in the receptacle provided 
by the trays. The cups are shaped like a   
chalice and have two sides. One side holds the wine, 
the other a wafer. Each has a tear-off top. We will  
also have chalices with grape juice and gluten free 
wafers as well. Please make sure to sign up for  
worship on our bookapew site at https://
bookapew.com/app/pa/stjohns so that we know how 
many people are attending.  We will add a second 
service if it is needed. These outdoor communion  
services will start to take place on Saturday,  
September 19th, weather permitting. We look  
forward to celebrating the sacrament of Holy  
Communion once again!  

Council has also decided to begin to allow some 
folks to attend the Sunday morning streaming  
service. Since the county still recommends indoor 
gatherings be limited to 25 people or less, this will 
be a small group, but council wanted to start  
having a routine of worshipping indoors for those 
who truly feel called to do so at this time, and in 
preparation for colder weather in the days to 
come. We will use the bookapew site for these  
services as well. Please visit  
https://bookapew.com/app/pa/stjohns  

to reserve a pew starting with our service on  
Sunday, September 20th. Since the seating 
will be so limited, we ask that people be  
respectful of others in this time, meaning that 
if you want and are able to reserve a seat 
one week, allow some time for others to sign 
up the next week. Then if others don't sign up 
as we approach Sunday, utilize the 
bookapew site. The same protocols for  
worship will apply to our indoor experience as 

our outdoor experience. Masks will be required to  
promote the safety of all attending, we will social 
distance, and there will be no congregational  
singing. At this time there will be no communion  
at our indoor streaming worship services.  
As county guidelines for indoor gatherings 
change, we will adapt the capacity number in  
relation to our space. We look forward to having 
some folks in the pews on Sunday mornings 
again even as we have others who continue to  
faithfully worship with us in their own spaces at 
home through our stream.  

Some Ministry Highlights @ St. John’sSome Ministry Highlights @ St. John’sSome Ministry Highlights @ St. John’s   

St. John’s will provide desserts during the month of  ~ October ~ 
Bakers are always needed and welcomed!  Whether you’ve participated before or would like help in this ministry, please 
call Eric Kofmehl (412)860-1585 and let him know how  you can contribute. The baked goods are delivered to Berkeley 
Hills Lutheran Church on Monday mornings and we are told that the desserts are the favorite part of the meals! 

MCKNIGHT MEALS ON WHEELS 

We are collecting new coats, hats, scarves, gloves, etc. for NHCH’s winter clothes drive.  Unfortunately, due to the global  
pandemic we can no longer accept previously used donations.  If you have the means to donate any of these items, please drop 
them off on Kim Gettemy’s front porch (her address and phone number are listed in our Saturday ‘Announcements’ email. 
 

We are always accepting donations for the Healthy Snack Bag ministry.      Items such as granola, breakfast. or cereal bars,  
fruit snacks/gummies, juice boxes, boxes of raisins, etc. can also be dropped off on Kim Gettemy’s front porch.  If you have any  
questions regarding either of these collections, please contact the church office at sjlutheran@verizon.net or (412)364-1606.   

NORTH HILLS COMMUNITY OUTREACH 

https://bookapew.com/app/pa/stjohns
https://bookapew.com/app/pa/stjohns
https://bookapew.com/app/pa/stjohns


St. John’s Preschool is aiming for a safe and healthy school year on  Monday, September 14th.  
Strict restrictions have been put in place such as staggering drop off and pick up times from cars, limiting building usage  
to individual classrooms, requiring the use of masks for students and teachers, shortening the school day to allow for cleaning, 
eliminating snacks during the school day, etc. For more information on the opening plan for preschool, please visit their  
website at www.stjohnspreschoolonline.com. Please keep the staff, students, and families of our preschool in your prayers  
as they begin a new year of learning and growth!  

PreschoolPreschoolPreschool   Our Partners in MinistryOur Partners in MinistryOur Partners in Ministry   

Emergency AssistanceEmergency AssistanceEmergency Assistance   

Are you in need of financial  
assistance?  St. John’s has a  

family emergency fund and might 
be able to help. Please contact 

Pastor Kari at  
kbsmail1@verizon.net  

or on her cell at 412-613-8393  
for more details. 

Thank you to the Congregation for making this a successful event.  As of September 4, 2020:   

135 members made a pledge of $631,640.24.  We have collected and sent to Mission  

Investment a total of $ 602,983.17 to pay down the Principal so far (we have collected 

$14,092.93 more then was pledged).  This still leaves $42,750.00 in pledges to be collected.  

The Mortgage balance is down to $181,016.16.  There is still time to make a Pledge or make a 

One Time Donation to “MIRACLE SUNDAY”.  All you have to do is fill out a pledge card or 

drop a check into the plate or mail. 

Continuing the Legacy 2019 (Miracle Sunday) 

WE WOULD LIKE TO THANK THE CONGREGATION FOR THEIR SUPPORT IN 
KEEPING THEIR PLEDGES UP TO DATE IN THESE DIFFICULT TIMES. 

General Fund Income  

 

August Actual       $  66,637.02  

August Budget    $  57,659.25                 
Gain (Short Fall)        $    8,977.77                
 
 

YTD Actual                  $ 439,836.16 
YTD Budget                $ 461,274.00 
Gain (Short Fall)       ($   21,437.84) 
 
 

YTD Income             $  439,836.16  
YTD Expenses $  375,627.56       
Income (Loss)            $    64,208.60 

Financially SpeakingFinancially SpeakingFinancially Speaking   

Building Loan 
Currently our mortgage has a balance of $181,016.16 
(as of September 4, 2020) with a monthly payment of $7,039.00.   
There are three ways to contribute to the building fund. 
1. 

Use the Building Fund envelope from your monthly envelope packet 
2. 

Use the Opening New Doors envelope found in the pews. 
3. 

Use the pledge card “STEWARD THE TREASURE” for 2020. 

BUILDING FUND: 

 

YTD Actual              $   40,210.00 
YTD Budget             $   46,726.67 
Gain (Short Fall)    ($   6,516.67) 

Lutherlyn's fall schedule has been released! visit their website at www.lutherlyn.com for more information on such things as  
a virtual fall musical theater camp, Saturday Safaris and more!  

To support their newest bake sales which will have distribution the first week in October and then the middle of December,  
go to www.lutherlyn.com/kitchen to place an order to help support this ministry of the greater church.  

LUTHERLYN 

Christian Associates would like our community to be aware of their ministry as many families do at home learning this year. 
They are a ministry that is housed on the top floor of the West Wing in our building which helps people to learn how to read 
using stories from the Bible. For those who would like more information, please visit their website at christianliteracy.org  
or contact them at 412-364-3777.   

Christian Literacy Association 

Sunday, September 20 – Sunday, September 27 
Appointments Recommended at any Vitalant Donor Center. 
 

To find a blood drive near you: 

• Visit donateblood.centralbloodbank.org. 

• Click on “Donor login,” “Create Login” or “New Donor.” 

• Follow the prompts to get to the Appointment Scheduling page. 

• Scroll down to Search for Nearby Drives. 

• Enter your zip code and distance willing to travel, then click the Search button. 

• Click on desired drive to highlight it, then click Select button below the list. 

• Find an available appointment slot on the list, click to highlight it, then follow the prompts to 

schedule your appointment. 
Please remember to provide St. Johns’ group code “G0030062” during the 
pre-screening process at the time of donation so our group will receive credit for your donation. 
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 Sponsored by  
our Social Ministries  

Committee 
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