
Through God All Things Are Possible 

On November 17, 2020, Bishop Kurt Kusserow sent a letter to 

Synod Leaders where he expressed his concern over the 

‘alarming state-wide data’ of reported new COVID infections 

contained on the Pennsylvania Department of Health  website.   
 

“I am aware of an increasing number of people in our synod 

who have had to quarantine because of the risk of exposure,  

or who have tested positive for the virus.  Out of love for them 

and their families, and out of love for the members of our  

congregations and our communities who may be a risk if we 

continue our pattern of meeting in person, I strongly encourage 

you to suspend in-person meetings, including worship, through 

December 15.  I will continue to monitor the situation and 

write to you during that time with my discernment about 

whether or not we ought to extend that period of time.” 
 

Based on this information, our Church Council held an  

emergency zoom meeting Wednesday evening and decided  

to temporarily alter our ministry plan as follows: 
 

 In-person worship services are suspended.   
 

 We will suspend our Saturday evening worship services and 

will not have congregational members in the pews on Sunday 

mornings. 
 

 Our Sunday morning stream will continue at         

10:00 a.m. each week. 
 

 Communion will temporarily be suspended until we are   

gathering in-person again. 
 

 In-person gatherings for ministry groups of committees are 

also suspended including the preschool following their 

Thanksgiving break at which point they will move to a virtual 

environment. 
 

Our council will continue to faithfully navigate through this  

developing landscape in which we seek to do ministry and  

“Make Christ Known.” 
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Due to the dynamics of our ever-changing  environment during this Global Pandemic and the level of our region’s 

COVID cases, information stated in our monthly updates can change suddenly.  Please check our website for the 
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      A Note from Pastor KariA Note from Pastor KariA Note from Pastor Kari   

As we create another newsletter mailing to update you on all that is going on at  
St. John’s of Highland, I would like to take a moment to let you all know how  

thankful I am for each and every person in the St. John’s of Highland church family.  
As St. Paul so beautifully puts in First Corinthians, the first chapter,  

“
4
I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has been  

given you in Christ Jesus, 
5
for in every way you have been enriched in him, in speech 

and knowledge of every kind — 
6
just as the testimony of Christ has been  

strengthened among you — 
7
so that you are not lacking in any  

spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ.”  
 

We continue to journey together at “Making Christ Known” as we wait for the  
revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ, and I am so thankful to be journeying with all of you. 

Please know that your partnership in “Keeping the Faith” means so much,  
especially in these days. Who you are makes a difference to the ministry of our  

congregation, and I am grateful for all the ways that you bless our church!  
 

Soli Deo Gloria! 
(To God alone be the glory!) 

Pastor Kari Smail  

   Worship at St. John’sWorship at St. John’sWorship at St. John’s   

 Our in-person worship times have shifted. Due to the colder weather coming,  
council has decided to transition back to our traditional 5:30 pm Saturday indoor  
worship service. The 10:00 am Sunday streaming service will continue to be offered 

as another in-person service as well. We will still limit our indoor attendance to 20% capacity 
in light of current guidelines, and apply the same protocols of wearing masks that cover both 
nose and mouth and social distancing at least 6 feet from those who are not a part of your 
pandemic pod. Communion will be offered at both services using our no-touch system.  
 
For those who wish to attend in-person worship, we ask that you visit our bookapew site at  
https://bookapew.com/app/pa/stjohns to make a reservation in order to help us manage  
attendance, as well as learn more details about the service. We will continue to monitor  
attendance to determine if a second Sunday service is needed, and will communicate any 
updates to the congregation as they take place. Also, please know that if beautiful weather 
presents on a weekend in the months ahead, and if our musicians are available, we may  
offer an extra outdoor service as we are able and will make sure to get the word out if we do!  

Our streaming service will continue on Sunday mornings at 10:00 am through the 
link on our website at  https://www.stjohnslutheranchurch.com .  

https://bookapew.com/app/pa/stjohns
https://www.stjohnslutheranchurch.com
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For those who are more comfortable still worshipping at home”: 
  consecrated cups will be available for pickup in the vestibule of the main entrance 
 for the church by the office area Friday and Saturday, 9am-7pm, to be used while  
 participating at home with the Sunday 10:00 am worship stream. 

This Advent we will be taking a look at a study entitled,  

“Christmas in the Four Gospel Homes” by Cynthia Campbell.  
 

In this year where we are spending a lot of time at home, this study seemed to  

resonate, as everyone is approaching the season from where they are at right now.  
 

Each Wednesday in Advent a YouTube video will be released through our church’s 
YouTube channel for folks to enjoy from the comfort and convenience of their own 
homes during the Advent season. In addition, each week a YouTube video will be  

released on Wednesday with a weekly worship using Holden Evening Prayer.  
 

While we may be preparing differently this year,  

we give thanks that no matter what, we eagerly anticipate Christ’s coming!  

   Worship continuedWorship continuedWorship continued   

   

  CHRISTMAS EVE: 
 

      Please know that as the holiday season soon approaches that our Worship and Music  

 committee is working hard to plan our Christmas Eve worship opportunities for this year.  

 Since our seating will be limited in light of current guidelines and social distancing,  

we will start out by offering two family services and two traditional services on Christmas Eve. 

The bookapew site will be used to manage attendance, and it will be important for folks to sign up 

this year so that we know how many services are actually needed to accommodate everyone who 

wants to attend in-person. If we find that one style of service is full at both offerings, then we will 

add additional services as needed. In addition, we will be streaming one of the family services as 

well as one of the traditional services for those who wish to worship from home.  
       

   

      SSSTTT. J. J. JOHNOHNOHN’’’SSS   JJJOINEDOINEDOINED   VVVOICESOICESOICES   
   
   
   

We will be asking our St. John's family to help with recording two congregational hymns  

in the weeks ahead - "O Come, All Ye FaithfulO Come, All Ye FaithfulO Come, All Ye Faithful" and "Joy to the WorldJoy to the WorldJoy to the World." Please check your 

email for these opportunities, as we would really appreciate you adding your voice to the song!  

   

While our Christmas Eve worship may be a little different this year,  

we will still joyfully celebrate the coming of Christ at St. John's of Highland.  
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   Our Church BuildingOur Church BuildingOur Church Building 

In light of the desire of some to meet in-person for committee meetings and other ministry groups,  

council has determined that we can move to opening up Highland Hall and the Fellowship Hall for  

gatherings of church committees and groups, as long as all participants wear masks that cover their nose 

and mouth and socially distance while they meet. Scheduling can be coordinated through Mike Sheleheda, 

our Building Use Coordinator, who can be reached at scheduling@stjohnslutheranchurch.com.   
 

Please note that council would like at least an hour between groups using a space to allow our needlepoint 

bipolar ionization system to have a chance to treat the air in the room. We would also ask that groups  

utilize an attendance sheet that will be provided by the church which will aid with contact tracing if 

.needed. Another option that is available to all of our committees and ministry groups is a zoom account 

for the church which allows you to meet virtually beyond the 40 minutes of a free account.    

Please contact Pastor Kari for the information to set up a zoom meeting if needed. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Pastor Kari Smail at 412-613-8393 or  

kbsmail1@verizon.net. We give thanks for the variety of ways that we can still come together to  

worship God and do ministry, even as we adapt our traditions in order to live out love for our neighbor 

during this time of pandemic. We are grateful for your continued grace and support,  

as well as your partnership in ministry.  

SSSAINTLYAINTLYAINTLY   SSSEWERSEWERSEWERS   

Our sewers are also using some of the scrap material we have to make baby quilts for the  

Blessed Bundles ministry of our synod.  We have completed several quilts (pictured below)  

and delivered to them to the Lutheran Church of Our Savior  

this past week and will be distributed to families in need.   

We are in need of cotton fabrics for quilt making.   
 

If you happen to have some fabrics that you are ready to part with  

(small or large) please consider dropping them  off in the vestibule  

with a note that they are for the Saintly Sewers.   

If you have any questions about whether or not your material can assist with this ministry,  

please see Kathy Kofmehl.  We will put every scrap to good use! 

We have completed two quilts that will go to Joy and Anita in Tanzania this week. (pictured left)  

    They were blessed by Pastor Kari at our meeting and are on their way.  

    This is a gift of love from our congregation to these beautiful children.   

Some of our Saintly Sewers continue to sew masks and a few of them  
can be found in a basket at the front and the rear of the sanctuary  
each week.  If you need a mask you can contact Carole Helvig  
845-216-2952. 

We are starting to make school bags for children and several are already finished.  We will store them  

for our school kit campaign that we do in the summer.   

We have continued to use our gifts of sewing during the pandemic and have been meeting on  
Tuesday's at 1:15 and wear masks and try to stay socially distanced while we work on our projects.  

   Some Ministry Highlights @ St. John’sSome Ministry Highlights @ St. John’sSome Ministry Highlights @ St. John’s   

mailto:scheduling@stjohnslutheranchurch.com?subject=Building%20Reservation%20Request
mailto:kbsmail1@verizon.net
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During this time of corona virus pandemic, members of our congregation have still been  
providing meals through this ministry.  Thank you to Marge Miller and members of our choir  
for providing the November meal,  and especially to all our congregation for their support of this  
Social Ministry project.  If you would like to be involved with this outreach please contact  

Dianne Barbin (412-364-3045) or Janet Schmitt (412-931-4913) 

PLEASANT VALLEY MEN’S SHELTER. 

We are collecting the following: 

WOMAN OF THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH OF AMERICA 
The WELCA group of St John's continues to do reach out to those in need during the Pandemic!   

We continue to meet monthly via zoom on the third Tuesday of each month.   

All are welcome to join through the link below:   
 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86407792005?pwd=QjdWRGtDOVdKRERMUkRGeHhPTjVtUT09     

Meeting ID: 864 0779 2005     Passcode: 371762 
 

Some of our WELCA members continue to reach out to our home bound and  

nursing home bounds members.  Phone calls, cards, and notes support some of our  

St John members.  If you would like to join this group or need help connecting  

to Zoom, call or text Carole Helvig 845-216-2952. 
 

Recently our group donated 36 pairs of new socks stuffed with helpful supplies  

for those who frequent the Pleasant Valley Men’s Shelter which will be delivered  

this week.  Thank you ladies for remembering those in need! 

John 13:34-35  
 

34 I give you a new 

commandment,  

that you love one 

another. Just as I 

have loved you,  

you also should 

love one another.  
35 By this everyone 

will know that you 

are my disciples,  

if you have love for 

one another.” 

BBBLESSEDLESSEDLESSED   
BBBUNDLESUNDLESUNDLES   

Blessed Bundles is our designated 2020 Outreach Ministry  

which operates out of  the Lutheran Church of Our Savior in  

North Huntingdon, PA. 
 

It is estimated that 1/3 of American families struggle to afford  

diapers.  There is no government assistance to help cover the cost  

of diapers and wipes and this can be a big expense for families that 

are struggling financially. 

Diapers: size preemie through size 7 (most needed item)   Wipes: (scented, unscented, and hypoallergenic) 

     Baby Toiletries:   

 baby wash  

 baby shampoo  

 baby lotion  

 diaper cream  

 baby/toddler toothbrushes 

Gently Used Baby Equipment 

  infant swings 

 pack and play 
 

Gently Used 

 Toys  

 Activity Centers  

 Play mats 

Target Gift Cards  
(because that is where  

most of the diapers  

    Other 

 New Bottles  

 Sippy Cups  

 Straw Cups  

 Bibs  

 Utensils (both baby & toddler) 

These items can be dropped off on  Kim Gettemy’s porch (text 412-818-3596 for directions)   

or in the vestibule at  St. John’s along with the notation ‘For Blessed Bundles’ 

All are welcome to join us! 

Thank you to everyone who has already donated some of these items for families in need through this  

ongoing ministry.   

   Ministry Highlights continuedMinistry Highlights continuedMinistry Highlights continued   

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86407792005?pwd=QjdWRGtDOVdKRERMUkRGeHhPTjVtUT09
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HEALTHY PANTRY BAGS - HELP NEEDED!  
We continue our collection of wrapped snacks such as granola bars, boxes of raisins,  
juice boxes, fruit snacks, gummies, and cereal bars to create healthy snack bags for  
those in need which are distributed through the North Hills Community Outreach.   
 

Kim Gettemy currently organizes this collection but will be unable to do continue this ministry  
in January and February 2021.  If you are interested in learning how you could offer temporary 
assistance, in any capacity, during her absence, please give her a call at 412-818-3596  
so she can explain the process.  For now, donations can still be brought to her front porch. 

We will all probably remember 2020 as a year that presented multiple challenges;  the Covid19 
Global Pandemic, economic struggles, social distancing, face masks and the unfortunate  
unrest for so many.  Despite these events, we can always celebrate the birth of our savior,  
Jesus Christ!  Through God’s gift to humanity, we can share the gift of joy with those who may 
not receive the same magical Christmas mornings that we were blessed with in our lives.   
 

St. John’s Social Ministry is again collecting gifts for infants through age 14 to distribute 
through North Side Common Ministries to less fortunate families.  In the past, this event was 
organized by stars on a board in the Narthex, but due to our current environment, we are  
asking those who have participated in the past, to donate the same (or similar) gift this  
year - same gender and age group.  If you cannot remember what you did last year,  
or if you would like to join in this ministry, it is always helpful to purchase gifts for  
the older children as the majority of gifts received are usually for the much  
younger age range. 
 

The unwrapped gifts can be dropped off in the vestibule of St. John’s  
(rear entrance near the  administrative office)  beginning Sunday, November 29th 
 

9:00AM - 4:00PM Monday - Thursday 
9:00AM - 7:00PM Friday and Saturday and 

9:00AM - Noon on Sundays. 
 

Please write a note with the gift to let us know if it is intended for a girl or boy and the  
approximate age of the child.  The donations will be picked up from St. John’s mid December 
so we are asking that you deliver them to the vestibule no later than Sunday, December 13th. 
 

There were 300 children identified last year by NSCM.  Our goal is to collect100 gifts.   
Thank you for sharing the joy of Christmas!   

To St. John’s Lutheran Church M.O.W. bakers: 
     Thank you all for the yummy goodies you have sent us this month.  Everything 
looked so appealing, was wrapped, and there was even something for the diabetics!  
We really appreciate your generosity, and I’m sure our 80 clients have looked forward 
to their “goodies”.  ~ McKnight Meals on Wheels ~ 

   Ministry Highlights continuedMinistry Highlights continuedMinistry Highlights continued   
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Are you in need of financial assistance?  St. John’s has a family emergency fund and 
might be able to help. Please contact Pastor Kari at kbsmail1@verizon.net or on her cell 
at 412-613-8393 for more details. 

   

   Continuing the Legacy 2019 (Miracle Sunday)   
 
 
 

  Thank you to the Congregation for making this a successful event.  As of Sept. 29,   
  2020: 135 members made a pledge of $631,640.24.  We have collected and sent to   
  Mission Investment a total of $621,983.17 to pay down the Principal so far (we have  
  collected $14,092.93 more then was pledged).  This still leaves $18,750.00 in pledges 
  to be collected.  The Mortgage balance is down to $168,089.83.  There is still time to  
  make a Pledge or make a One Time Donation to “MIRACLE SUNDAY”.  All you have  
  to do is fill out a pledge card or drop a check into the plate or mail. 

   Financially Speaking Financially Speaking Financially Speaking    

GENERAL FUND INCOME  
 
 

 

October Actual         $ 57,750.18    
October Budget      $ 57,659.25                 
Gain (Short Fall)              $        90.93   
 
 

 

YTD Actual                    $ 545,487.96  
YTD Budget                   $ 576,592.50  
Gain (Short Fall)          ($   31,104.54)  
 
 
 

YTD Income          $ 545,487.96    
YTD Expenses  $ 471,185.54  
Income (Loss)              $   74,302.42  

BUILDING FUND: 
 

YTD Actual            $   50,405.00  
YTD Budget          $   58,408.33  
Gain (Short Fall)  ($     8,003.33)  

~ ~ ~ OOOCTOBERCTOBERCTOBER   2020 ~2020 ~2020 ~ 

BUILDING LOAN  Currently our mortgage has  

a balance of $168,089.83 (as of Nov. 10, 2020) 
with a monthly payment of $7,039.00.   

There are 3 ways to contribute to the building fund. 
 

1. Use the BUILDING FUND envelope from your  
     monthly envelope packet 
 

2. Use the OPENING NEW DOORS envelope  
     found in the pews. 
 

3. Use the pledge card “KEEPING THE FAITH”  
                                                (for 2021) 

WWWEEE   WOULDWOULDWOULD   LIKELIKELIKE   TOTOTO   THANKTHANKTHANK   THETHETHE   CONGREGATIONCONGREGATIONCONGREGATION   FORFORFOR   THEIRTHEIRTHEIR   SUPPORTSUPPORTSUPPORT      
INININ   KEEPINGKEEPINGKEEPING   THEIRTHEIRTHEIR   PLEDGESPLEDGESPLEDGES   UPUPUP   TOTOTO   DATEDATEDATE   INININ   THESETHESETHESE   DIFFICULTDIFFICULTDIFFICULT   TIMESTIMESTIMES...   

Please note:  If you are prayerfully considering pledging for the 
year, it is not too late to send in your commitment card.   

If you have misplaced your information, please contact the  
church office and we can provide you with another copy. 

mailto:kbsmail1@verizonnet
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   Our Partners in MinistryOur Partners in MinistryOur Partners in Ministry   

   
 

The preschool is continuing to operate during the pandemic.  We are working hard to keep 
our children safe and healthy the best we can.  They are learning and growing each day in 

our care.  We are thankful each day we can safely be together.  ❤️  
 

Our families appreciate the entire St. John’s community.   
Thanks for continuing to support the St. John’s Preschool Program.  

SSSTTT. J. J. JOHNOHNOHN’’’SSS   PPPRESCHOLLRESCHOLLRESCHOLL 

 

    We would like to sincerely thank everyone for their kindness, love,  
  support and prayers for our family during the recent passing of my mother,  

Bunnie Bertini, into the arms of Jesus.  In addition, we are so very grateful for the ministry  
of WELCA along with other members of our congregation that continue to reach out those who 
are confined to their homes and other facilities.  My mother’s spirits were raised every time 
she received a note or card from a St. John’s family member.  Such a caring act provides great 
joy and reminds everyone that Jesus’ light continues to shine even if we seem to be  
overwhelmed with darkness at times. 

Thank you all very much! 
Love, The Celin Family 
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   Appreciation Appreciation Appreciation    


