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Our Advent Midweek experiences continue on Wednesdays. Please look for the special email 
that goes out each week on that day with links to the videos, study guide, and bulletin.  
Every Wednesday we take a look at the Christmas story in one of the four Gospels using  
a book by Cynthia Campbell entitled, "Christmas in the Four Gospel Homes." Then there is  
a service of Holden Evening Prayer, which is the liturgy that we have used in the past for these 
midweek worship experiences. We pray that these times of study and prayer might be edifying 
to you as we prepare for Christ's coming at Christmas.  

   Worship Worship Worship    

On December 8th Bishop Kusserow shared another letter with the Southwestern Pennsylvania Synod  

which stated the following:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

As a result, our suspension of in-person worship and  ministry gatherings continues. Please know that our church 

council has not taken any of these decisions lightly and will gladly convene for a special meeting to adjust this 

status if the guidance of the bishop and state recommendations change when daily new cases finally start to come 

down. Our council meeting for next month has been moved to January 5th so that we can discuss this status for 

the church and preschool. Please know that we are grateful that you continue to journey with us, knowing that 

this time has not been easy on anyone. Also know that we truly look forward to the day when we can gather  

together again freely.  

"Three weeks ago I wrote to you with my strong encouragement to suspend all in-person gatherings in 

our ministry sites, including worship, because of the surge of new COVID-19 cases across our region. 

Today I am writing you again to ask that you continue this practice through Christmas and into the new 

year until we see that the distribution of effective vaccines or other measures of restraint bring the daily 

new cases back down to a sustainable level."  

Safety AdvisorySafety AdvisorySafety Advisory   

 CHRISTMAS EVE: 

      Due to the continued suspension of in-person worship, our Christmas Eve  
 services will be streamed. There will still be both a family service as well as  
 a traditional service offered. The family service will stream at 5pm and the  

 traditional service will stream at 7pm.  These services will be available on our 
YouTube channel following their live stream to enjoy at anytime  

that fits the needs of you and your family.  
 

We have various musicians recording prelude music, our choirs and contemporary band 
recording anthems, and our members of the congregation recording hymns.  The altar 
guild will be decorating the sanctuary with the beautiful poinsettias that are being  
donated in honor and memory of loved ones.  There is still time to donate a poinsettia by 
calling the church office at 412-364-1606. 
 

We are thankful for the opportunity to still celebrate Christ's coming at Christmas as a 
church family through our stream in a year where we have pondered  

"Christmas in the Four Gospel Homes".  
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   Worship continuedWorship continuedWorship continued   

...……. Then on the Sunday following Christmas we will have our traditional service of lessons and  

carols streaming at 10:00 am. We hope you can join our online community for that as well! There will be 
no youth Sunday School that day to observe our usual holiday break, and it will resume on Sunday, 
January 3rd. New curriculum for this next part of the year is available in the vestibule on the windowsill.  

ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING  

SUNDAY, JANUARY 31STSUNDAY, JANUARY 31STSUNDAY, JANUARY 31ST   
 

     At our synod assembly in November it was announced that congregations would now be  

allowed to hold a virtual meeting as long as people could hear and speak. More information will  

follow in the days to come, but we wanted to make people aware that an annual meeting is possible 

in January so that we can share our annual reports and approve our 2021 budget. In addition,  

we will be sharing with the congregation a vision statement that we hope to adopt at this meeting  

as well which will propel our ministry into the next 5 years and give us an understanding of the  

additional support we are seeking as we begin the call process for an associate pastor. The vision 

   AnnouncementAnnouncementAnnouncement   

Those who would like to join in for youth Sunday School who have not  

been a part of the program this year can contact the church office.  



      Christmas Greetings from Pastor KariChristmas Greetings from Pastor KariChristmas Greetings from Pastor Kari   

 

Dear St. John's family,  
 

Advent and Christmas are seasons where we not only enjoy giving and  

receiving gifts, but we also pause and give thanks for all the gifts in our lives.  

Our faith gives us perspective in regards to the greatest gift of all - the gift of 

our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. It is a gift that God gives freely to the 

whole world out of God's great love for us.  No matter what our circumstance,  

nothing can ever take that gift  away from us.   
 

 

As this calendar year comes to an end and we begin a new church year,  

I look back on these last twelve months as the pastor of this congregation, 

and I find many reasons to still give thanks despite the struggles we have 

faced. I give thanks for each of you, the members of my church family.  

I give thanks for all the ways that our congregation has supported our  

ministry even when it has taken shape in ways that we never would have  

imagined before this year. I give thanks for the new ways that we have  

started to help our neighbors in need. I give thanks for the ability to still 

worship with you all,  no matter what our in-person status. I give thanks for 

the people who have joined us in worship because of our stream who would 

have never been able to do so before, and for the people who make our 

stream possible.  I give thanks for the wonderful music that our people have 

been able to create despite the  limitations we have faced.  I give thanks for 

our dedicated staff who have adapted the way they do things to adjust to 

whatever is going on.  I give thanks for our council and committees who 

have worked hard and sought to be faithful in an ever-changing world.  

In all these things, I can see the Spirit continuing to work in our midst,  

as well as Immanuel - God with us, and for that I give thanks.   
 

Jesus Christ, God's Son, our Lord, has brought us together as the church 

through the waters of baptism. As we celebrate his birth this Christmas,  

may we be reminded by this great gift of all that we have to be thankful for. 

And know that I am thankful for you! 
 

Wishing you a Merry Christmas and a Blessed New Year! 

Soli Deo Gloria!   

(To God Alone be the Glory!) 

Pastor Kari Smail 



Thank you to everyone who has supported our church, and continues to do so, in many and various ways!  
We are grateful for your partnership in ministry in "Keeping the Faith" in 2020, and we look forward to all  
the ways that we will continue to work at "Keeping the Faith" in 2021 and beyond!  

We wanted to first and foremost thank all of you for all of the support you have shown for our ministry 
over this difficult year. We are truly blessed with a wonderful congregation. With all that is going on in 
the world we are grateful that our ministry has not only been sustained but has grown in new ways over 
the past months as we wait for the time when we can gather freely again and get back to our regular 

ministry routines. Thank you for journeying with us!  

We know that some might be struggling financially right now due to the pandemic. If your life  
circumstances have changed and you are no longer able to fulfill your pledge for this year,  
please know that your pledge can be adjusted to reflect your current ability to contribute,  
as it is simply an intent of giving and not a binding agreement. If these are hard economic times  
for you right now, also know that there is a family emergency fund at church that may be able to  
lend some help. Contact Pastor Kari for more information.  

As we look forward to 2021 in so many ways - in anticipation of getting back to in-person ministry,  
in hopes of calling an associate pastor, and of working towards wrapping up our building loan, we ask  
that if you are feeling called to pledge and have not done so already, that you make your intent of giving  
known to us as soon as you are able. Our finance committee is hard at work trying to figure out our  
budget for next year and the pledges that are received help greatly in that process. We don't want to make 
a commitment to a new associate pastor unless we know that we have the support to do so. If you need 
the stewardship information for this year again, please contact the church office at 412-364-1606 or 
at sjlutheran@verizon.net and we would be happy to provide you what you need.  

   Financially Speaking Financially Speaking Financially Speaking    

GENERAL FUND INCOME  
 
 

November Actual         $ 50,496.47 
November Budget      $ 57,659.25 
Gain (Short Fall)              ($  7,162.78) 
 

 

YTD Actual                     $ 595,984.43  
YTD Budget                   $ 634,251.75  
Gain (Short Fall)          ($   38,267.32)  
 
 

YTD Income          $ 595,984.43  
YTD Expenses          $ 514,761.60  
Income (Loss)               $   81,222.83  

BUILDING FUND: 
YTD Actual            $    55,631.00  
YTD Budget           $    64,249.17  
Gain (Short Fall)  ($     8,618.17)  

~ ~ ~ NOVEMBER NOVEMBER NOVEMBER 2020 ~2020 ~2020 ~ 

BUILDING LOAN   

There are 3 ways to contribute to the building fund. 

1. Use the BUILDING FUND envelope from your monthly envelope packet 
 

2. Use the pledge card “KEEPING THE FAITH” (for 2021) 
 

3. Email the church office, sjlutheran @verizon.net Attention: Laura Coombs  
       and set up an electronic  donation. 

Our current mortgage has a balance of 
$161,587.56 (as of December 7, 2020)  
with a monthly payment of $7,039.00.   
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PLEASANT VALLEY MEN’S SHELTER: During this time of corona virus pandemic, members of our  
congregation have still been providing meals through this ministry.  Thank you to Eric and Kathy 
Kofmehl for providing the November meal,  and especially to all our congregation for their  
support of this Social Ministry project.  If you would like to be involved with this outreach please 
contact Dianne Barbin (412-364-3045) or Janet Schmitt (412-931-4913) 

   Some Ministry Highlights @ St. John’sSome Ministry Highlights @ St. John’sSome Ministry Highlights @ St. John’s   

         SSSAINTLYAINTLYAINTLY   SSSEWERSEWERSEWERS   We are once again working at home only.  Schoolbags, quilts, smaller  
     children’s quilts, and masks are being worked on.  Two deliveries have been made to  
     Blessed Bundles with beautiful quilts. 
 

  Things are begin cut in preparation of future sessions.  We text each other with ideas and    
  meet on the first Tuesday of each month using the church Zoom.  We look forward to a time  
  when we can meet together again but are thankful for the opportunity to share our gifts even  
  when it is hard to do this. 

WOMAN OF THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH OF AMERICA 
We continues to meet monthly.  This month’s  
discussion is from the article Treasure of our hearts -  
God invites us to ponder hope by Julie A. Kanarr.   
It is from the  December 2020 Gather Magazine.   
Ladies will be invited to share an item that they  
treasure at Christmas as part of our discussion. 
 

Our ladies group continues to support NCHO with  
donations of items for children each.  We are thankful  
for Kim Gettemy for taking the donations and putting  
together 100 bags each week.   
 

We also have been supporting the Synod’s outreach 
program, Blessed Bundles.  Our third delivery to this  
program will happen by Dec. 15th.  Pam McCurdy,  
the director of Blessed Bundles, sent a note saying,  
 

“I just wanted to express my sincere thank you for 
your church’s amazing donation to Blessed Bundles.  
You all made a huge impact in the lives of many  
families during our distribution on the 21st.” 

 
 
 
 

   Financially Speaking  continued...Financially Speaking  continued...Financially Speaking  continued...   

Continuing the Legacy 2019 (Miracle Sunday)  Thank you to the Congregation for making this 
a successful event.  As of Dec. 8, 2020: 135 members made a pledge of $626,640.24.  We have 
collected and sent to  Mission Investment a total of $622,183.17 to pay down the Principal so far 
(we have collected $14,092.93 more then was pledged).  This still leaves $18,550.00 in pledges 
to be collected.  The Mortgage balance is down to $161,587.56.  There is still time to make a 
Pledge or make a One Time Donation to “MIRACLE SUNDAY”.  All you have to do is fill out a 
pledge card or drop a check into mail, or at the church office. 

 
Social Ministries would like to thank  

St. John's congregation for their  
incredible generosity in donating food 

items for families and gifts and toys 
for the children who are served by 

North Side Common Ministries.   
 

We collected over 30 bags of  
nonperishable groceries!  

 
In addition, we collected ___  

items for the Christmas donations  
(Our goad was to collect 100 items)  

during a year that has presented  
incredible challenges.   

 
 

You have shared the gift of Christmas ~  
the gift of God's love for everyone  

through the birth of His Son,  
Jesus Christ!  
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