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Due to the dynamics of our ever-changing  environment during this Global Pandemic and the  
level of our region’s COVID cases, information stated in our monthly updates can change  

suddenly.  Please check our website for the most current status of our Worship and Ministry activities  
 

If you would like to receive our Saturday Announcements Email which includes links to our weekend 
bulletins, pew reservations and other current events visit us at 
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A Note from Pastor KariA Note from Pastor KariA Note from Pastor Kari   

As part of our recent survey of the congregation, a question was posed which stated: 
“Is there anything else that you want to share with the staff and council that would be helpful as we continue 
to discern best next steps?” Many people expressed their appreciation for the efforts made not only with the 
streaming service but also with the steps being taken to try and keep everyone safe.  There were also some questions 
or reflections that arose that I thought might be helpful to give some kind of answer to, knowing that if one person 
has a question, often times someone else has that same question. This article is an attempt to address those questions 
and concerns. 
 

Many of the other comments given had to do with why our practices are the way they are right now. While it is true 
that religious organizations are exempt from health mandates, our council felt that there was benefit in following 
guidelines knowing that the virus would not stop at our door but could still affect folks who gather here just as it 
could anywhere else. As a result, council decided to follow guidelines, understanding that medical experts were 
helping to form them. While folks do have the choice to gather in-person or gather online, council still felt that it 
was their responsibility to provide the safest environment possible for those who chose to physically gather,  
including the staff and volunteers that make our worship experiences possible. As a result, attendance has been  
limited and guidelines observed.  Right now we have not reached capacity at our two in-person services, even with 
limited attendance. If we do start to reach capacity we will add another service to accommodate all who want to be 
in-person.  
 

Some have also inquired about the needlepoint bipolar ionization system we installed and why this does not allow 
us to gather more freely. While the system does help to clean the air, it does not do so instantaneously.  
The air needs to circulate within the space and travel through the HVAC system or standing units before it is 
cleaned. It is an added cleaning element which makes gathering indoors slightly more comfortable right now.  
In the years to come it also helps with things such as the flu and mold which is great as well. 
 

There was also a question in regards to how we sanitize the sanctuary. We were fortunate enough to also be able  
to purchase electrostatic sprayers for the church which the preschool also utilizes during the week. These sprayers 
create a fine mist of a chlorine/water solution which disinfects safely. Before each service, the open pews,  
along with the backrests of the open pews and the back of the pew in front of each open pew is sprayed off,  
as well as the two end sections for the pews at the front of the church. In addition, each communion tray is wiped 
off with an alcohol wipe before using, and gloves and a mask are used when filling the trays. 
 

In terms of the services themselves, we have tried to keep with as normal a liturgy as possible, in order to provide 
comfort and meaning to those who are participating, whether at home or in-person. This has included hymns and 
musical portions of the liturgy. Because of the CDC guidelines, we have continued to refrain from singing.  
Even with masks, studies show that the amount of droplets spread in the air increases when someone sings,  
and so the recommendation is that people refrain from singing, especially when indoors. I do sing to help lead the 
music for the in-person services and stream in order to provide a normal liturgy as possible, but I wear a KN95 
mask to provide the most coverage to capture the droplets that I expel, as well as to also keep me safe, knowing that 
the air is circulating around the room when we are indoors. 
 

We will continue to monitor the guidelines in the days to come, knowing that as the pandemic becomes more  
under control as more people are vaccinated, that restrictions will lighten. We are encouraged to hear about  
changing guidelines for vaccinated people gathering in homes, and it gives us hope that we will soon get to that 
place in public places as well. Please know that we as a council are all very eager as you are to get back to a more 
normal routine when it is safe to do so again.   
 

Thanks for your partnership in ministry as we navigate this pandemic, knowing that Christ is with us always,  
and that in God we have a promised future with hope!  
 

Soli Deo Gloria!     
(To God Alone be the Glory!)  

Pastor Kari Smail 
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   Recent Survey ResultsRecent Survey ResultsRecent Survey Results   
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The first question was:  
“How comfortable are you currently with attending worship or a ministry meeting with the guidelines in place  
from the congregation to limit attendance to 20%, wear a mask, social distance from those not in your  
pandemic pod, and refrain from singing?”  Of those that answered: 
     about 25% were not comfortable at all,  
     about 25% were somewhat comfortable, and  
     about 50% were completely comfortable.  

The third question was:  
“Have you utilized our streaming worship service this past year, and if so, have you found it helpful?”  
For this question we found that: 
  around 85% have used the streaming service helpful as a way to stay connected and worship,  
  around 11% have tried the streaming services but found it difficult to worship in that way,  
  about 3% have not tried the stream, and  
  about 31% say that they anticipate using the stream in the future.  

And finally, the fourth question on the survey was:  
“How do you find the information you need to be informed about worship, as well as ministry needs  
and updates?”   This question let us know that: 
    about 85% of people find the Saturday email helpful,  
    28% look at the website, 14% check Facebook,  
    65% read the monthly newsletter,  
    2% don’t look for information, and  
    13% get their information by word of mouth.  

“What factors do you currently take into consideration as you decide when to attend in-person worship  
or a ministry meeting?”  In response to this, those who answered let us know that  
  about 33% of participants would attend once they had both doses of the vaccine,  
  about 24% would attend once the experience was back to normal,  
  about 22% would attend once health officials determine that restrictions can be lessened, and  
  about 43% are currently willing to attend as they feel comfortable with the current parameters 

The second question was:  

A few weeks ago we launched a survey for the members of St. John’s of Highland as a means of “Information 
gathering regarding worship preferences, how information is accessed, and vision goal interest.” We wanted to 
share the results of the survey with you. There were 128 people who responded - thank you so much! 
 

Your feedback with regards to the staff and council were very helpful and Pastor Kari’s addressed this portion of 
the survey in her article on the previous page.  In addition, we are grateful to learn of your interests in helping 
with the vision statement goals.  We have recorded your areas of interests for use as we move forward with 
these new ministries. The results of the other questions are listed below: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

As a result of these questions, we can see that our members are across the spectrum when it comes to their  
current worship preferences and comfort levels for gathering in-person, as well as how they get their information 
about our congregation. In a time when we are not all face-to-face, it was very helpful to receive this feedback  

so that we have a better pulse of the congregation. We will continue to offer as many worship options  
as possible in order to do our best to meet the needs of people, not only now but in the days and years  
to come. We will also continue to try and communicate using as many modes as possible so that we keep  

people connected and informed. Thanks again to all who participated to help us have a sense of the  
feelings of our congregation. It is once again a reminder that we are truly blessed to be a  

church family at St. John’s of Highland.  



  WAIT WITH ANTICIPATION OUTSIDE JESUS TOMB 

7:30PM Saturday, APRIL 3
RD

 ~ Easter Vigil Service  
           (also livestreamed) 

 

Easter Sunday Easter Sunday Easter Sunday    
Worship Services Worship Services Worship Services    

 

8:00AM8:00AM8:00AM   ~ ~ ~ Worship with Worship with Worship with    
      Holy Communion       Holy Communion       Holy Communion          

 

10:00AM ~ Worship with 10:00AM ~ Worship with 10:00AM ~ Worship with    
      Holy Communion Holy Communion Holy Communion    
  (also livestreamed) 

THEN WE….. IN THE RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR  
~ JESUS CHRIST~ 

 FOLLOW JESUS AS HE STRUGGLES TO THE CROSS ON APRIL 2
ND

  

Noon ~ Service with The Passion Reading according to Saint John  

7:30PM ~  Tenebrae Service  (also livestreamed) 

   WorshipWorshipWorship   
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  REMEMBER THE LAST SUPPER WITH JESUS AND HIS DISCIPLES ON APRIL 1
ST

 
 

Noon ~  Worship with Holy Communion        
 

7:30PM ~ Worship with Holy Communion  
  Concluding with Altar Stripping 
   (also livestreamed) 

HOLY WEEKS BEGINS! JOIN US AS WE….. 

Saturday, March 27
th

  
       ~ 5:30PM ~ Worship with Holy Communion 

 

 Sunday, March 28
th

  
     ~ 10:00AM ~ Worship with Holy Communion  
     (also livestreamed) 

 CELEBRATE AND HONOR JESUS CHRIST’S VICTORIOUS ENTRY INTO JERUSALEM on  



   WorshipWorshipWorship   

We continue to offer in-person worship services with limited capacities.     
 

 There is one service on Saturday at 5:30 pm, and another on Sunday morning at 10:00 am.  
during our livestream worship.  
 

 Since the space is limited, please use the Book-a-Pew site at bookapew.com/app/pa/stjohns  
 to reserve a spot. 

 

 For the safety of everyone attending worship in-person, we practice the following guidelines: 
 

Face masks that cover your nose and mouth must be worn; 
 

Choose one of the marked pews with those in your family or pandemic pod.  We have  
 arranged the seating possibilities to safely social distance everyone attending the service.  

 

 As determined in consultation with medical and choral experts that humming with a mask is a way for 
the at-church worshipping community to participate in the music aspects of the liturgy, while also 
showing love for our neighbor.  Therefore, we will continue to refrain from singing,  

 

 Holy Communion is offered at all of our regular plan year services. It is a no touch system.  
The at-church worshipping community can pick up a pre-filled glass before the start of the service to 
have at their seat for when the communion liturgy takes place. Receptacles will be located at the exits 
to dispose of the cups at the conclusion of the service. Please note that there are cups with wine and 
bread, as well as other cups that are labeled with grape juice and gluten free bread. For those who are 
more comfortable still worshipping at home, consecrated cups will be available for pickup in the  
vestibule of the main entrance for the church by the office area on Fridays and Saturdays, 9am-7pm, 
to be used while participating at home with the Sunday 10:00 am worship stream. (because these are 
consecrated by Pastor Kari prior to each weekly service, they are not readily available earlier in the 
week) 

 

As the world around us continues to seek improved health and safe lives, our Church Council will continue  
to discuss and discern the best methods of returning to our preferred ways of gathering.  If you have any 
questions, please contact Pastor Kari at kbsmail1@verizon.net.  Thank you all for your continued  
cooperation as we move forward in our mission to “Make Christ Known”. 
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We can offer the ministry groups of St. John’s of Highland space availability upon request.  
 

Currently the two spaces available at limited capacity are:  
 

1.) Our Fellowship Hall for up to 30 people, and  
 

2.) The Sanctuary for up to 40 people.  
 

Highland Hall’s availability is contingent on when the ordered HVAC system is replaced.  We are hopeful  
that we can use that space in the near future for up to 40 people. 
 

Ministry groups that want to use space in the building must follow current building policy which includes  
wearing a mask that covers your nose and mouth and social distancing at least 6 feet from others not in your 
pandemic pod. We continue our current practices where no food is allowed and an attendance sheet is provided 
to aid the church in contact tracing as well as communicating usage updates. A container of sanitized pens will 
be available for use, as well as a container to place used pens in for when people sign in. We also have  
disinfectant wipes and hand sanitizer available in each space as well. At least an hour will be scheduled  
between groups to circulate the air and to allow for sanitization of the space.  
 

If you have any questions or for those interested in using space for their ministry group please contact  
Mike Sheleheda, our building use coordinator, at scheduling@stjohnslutheranchurch.com  

   Building UsageBuilding UsageBuilding Usage   

https://bookapew.com/app/pa/stjohns%20
mailto:scheduling@stjohnslutheranchurch.com


   Some Ministry HighlightsSome Ministry HighlightsSome Ministry Highlights   

THE SOCIAL MINISTRY COMMITTEE sponsors projects that reach out to our parishioners & the  
community sharing our Christian faith in serving others. Our projects bring such joy and fulfillment  
to our lives.  We would like to share this opportunity of serving others by inviting members of the  

congregation to spearhead some of these projects.  For example: 
 

 Being available to meet the Pleasant Valley staff at our church for picking up the food bags  
               (November and May) and/or Christmas toys (December).   
 Volunteering to write to a shut-in on a monthly basis. 
 Volunteering to make the shelter meal or to help one of the groups/families who are  

making a shelter meal. 
 

Some of the opportunities that will resume post-Covid restrictions: 
 

 Holding the pigs at the end of the services for the NH Community Food banks.  
    (This would be a perfect opportunity for our young members)    
 Someone who would like to be responsible for our annual blood drive. Being at the church  

during the hours of the blood drive to greet donors & support the blood bank.   
 

These are just a few of the opportunities available.  If you’re interested in participating in these projects  
or have questions on what this would entail, please contact Jean Martz at jvmartz@yahoo.com or  
Janet Schmitt at  schmittjk@comcast.net, or call the church office 412-364-1606 to leave them a  
message.   We look forward to sharing these adventures with you.  

THE SOCIAL MINISTRY COMMITTEE 

WELCA: (Women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of America) 
 

We are a ministry group of St John's continues to do reach out to 
those in need during the Pandemic!  We continue to meet monthly 
via zoom on the third Tuesday of each month.   
 

On Tuesday, March 16th, we will welcome Angela Woods to tell us 
about The Neighborhood Resilience Project, one of the many goals 
included in St. John’s Vision statement.  The Wood's Family are 
newer members of our congregation and their entire family have 
been very involved with this project and her husband, Jim, is one of 
the board members.   
 

We look forward to this opportunity to learn how our active group of 
women can Partner with the Neighborhood Resilience Project to 
support our neighbors of color and others.  

PLEASANT VALLEY MEN’S SHELTER 
 

Members of our St. John’s church family furnish dinner for the men at the Pleasant Valley Men’s Shelter  
on the 4th Wednesday evening each month. Thank you to our Christian Education committee members for 
providing the February meal.  If you’d like to help with this Social Ministry Committee outreach project please 
contact Dianne Barbin (412-364-3045) or Janet Schmitt (412-931-4913) 

Our Social Ministry Committee  

is also distributing Lenten boxes  

as an Opportunity to assist our  

Lenten Journey.  
 

In past years, we have focused on filling 

these boxes with coins as a way to build 

faith practices that foster spiritual growth 

in sharing and spreading God’s love.   
 

We ask that the boxes be returned by  

Easter Sunday. The funds collected  

will go to our Family Emergency Fund Family Emergency Fund Family Emergency Fund    

to help others  struggling with temporary  

financial challenges.   
 

You can pick up a Lenten box in our  

vestibule (main entrance in rear of church)  

anytime Monday – Thursday,  

9:00am-4:00pm and  

Friday and Saturday, 9:00am-7:00pm,  

as well as Sunday from 8:30-11:30 am.    

If you have any questions, please call the 

church office (412)364-1606 or email us 

at sjlutheran@verizon.net 

The Saintly Sewers continue to sew virtually and as soon  
as the Highland Hall repairs are made you will find us coming  
once again each week at 12:30 on Tuesdays to finish all the  
beautiful quilts we have been working on remotely.   
We will also be making many, many backpacks for children overseas 
when Highland Hall opens up.  We will socially distance and will wear 
masks.  If you can tie a knot or cut with a scissor we can find things for 
you to do.  Come join this group that brings joy to many!  

All are welcome!  
 

As you  do spring cleaning we would love any cotton fabric  
that you might find.  We will put it to good use. 
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 Financially Speaking  

  Continuing the Legacy 2019 (Miracle Sunday)   

Thank you to the Congregation for making this a successful event.  As of March 10, 2021 : 135 members 
made a pledge of $626,640.24.  We have collected and sent to Mission Investment a total $640,383.17 
to pay down the Principal so far (we have collected $24,092.93 more then was pledged).  This still leaves 
$10,350.00 in pledges  to be collected.  The Mortgage balance is down to $92,581.95.  There is still time 
to make a Pledge or make a One Time Donation to “MIRACLE SUNDAY”.  All you have to do is fill out a 
pledge card or mail a check to St. John’s. 

There are 3 ways to contribute to the building fund. 

GENERAL FUND INCOME  
 

February Actual     $ 57,910.02  
February Budget       $ 55,624.42  
Gain (Short Fall)      $   2,285.60 
 
 

YTD Actual               $ 111,347.27  
YTD Budget              $ 111,248.83  
Gain (Short Fall)      $          98.44 
 

YTD Income $ 111,347.27  
YTD Expenses $    94,680.42  
Income (Loss)          $   16,666.85  

BUILDING FUND: 

YTD Actual            $  12,625.00  
YTD Budget           $  11, 702.17  

Gain (Short Fall)   $        922.83  

~ February 2021 ~~ February 2021 ~~ February 2021 ~ 

BUILDING LOAN  Currently our mortgage has a balance 
of $92,581.95 (as of March 10, 2021) with a monthly 
payment of $7,039.00.   

1. Use the BUILDING FUND envelope from your monthly  
envelope packet 

2.  Use the pledge card “KEEPING THE FAITH” (for 2021) 
3. Email the church office, sjlutheran@verizon.net   

Attention: Laura Coombs and set up an electronic  donation. 

WWWEEE   WOULDWOULDWOULD   LIKELIKELIKE   TOTOTO   THANKTHANKTHANK   THETHETHE      
CONGREGATIONCONGREGATIONCONGREGATION      

FORFORFOR   THEIRTHEIRTHEIR   SUPPORTSUPPORTSUPPORT   INININ   KEEPINGKEEPINGKEEPING   THEIRTHEIRTHEIR   
PLEDGESPLEDGESPLEDGES   UPUPUP   TOTOTO   DATEDATEDATE      

INININ   THESETHESETHESE   DIFFICULTDIFFICULTDIFFICULT   TIMESTIMESTIMES...   
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  Maintenance 
 

1. Should any memorial become unsightly or a hazard, the Cemetery Trust Committee shall have the right to 

restore, reposition or remove it and, at its discretion, notify the owners or heirs concerning the matter. 
 

2. The Cemetery Trust Committee reserves the right to level and seed all graves and to establish the grade of 

gravesites. 
 

3. The only decorations permitted on grave sites shall be: 
 

A. Live plants:  No plantings will extend further than 12 inches from tombstones or markers.  The care of 

these plants is the responsibility of the person planting, and if not maintained they will be removed. 
 

B. Plastic Flowers:  Should they become unsightly they will be removed and disposed. 
 

C. No signs allowed.  Decorations should conform to the church’s mission.   

 Decorations corresponding to the Church year should be removed at the end of that Church season.   
 

D. Flags:  Only official flags of the United States may be displayed.  When they become worn they should 

be removed and disposed in a proper manner. 
 

4. The Cemetery Trust Committee reserves the right to remove or trim all trees, shrubs, plants, floral designs 

or any other decorations that become unsightly or hazardous or do not conform to the standards maintained 

by the  Cemetery Trust Committee. 

St. John’s Cemetery Committee has added the following to our Regulations document to offer clarification 
to our gravesite maintenance guidelines.   

 General Information Updates  



St. John’s Current Staff 
Pastor Kari B. Smail Senior Pastor 

Ron Baling Dir. Of Contemporary Music 

Joseph Tuttle Organist & Dir. Of Choirs 

Mary Lynne Martin Office Administrator 

Barb Eback Office Asst. & Accounts P/R Clerk 
Laura Coombs Chief Financial Officer 

Jennifer Bolinda Dir. Of St. John’s Preschool 

Linda Meyerdierks Youth Ministry Coordinator 

Gene Kesner Sexton 
Mike Sheleheda Building Usage Coordinator 

St. John’s Council Members 

Pastor Kari B. Smail   Senior Pastor 

 Erik Roth 
 President 

Kim Gettemy 
Vice President  (+Worship/Music) 

 Emmett Brown 
 Treasurer 

Amy Kennedy 
Secretary, Youth 

 Ellen Skirpan 
 Evangelism 

Scott Celin 
Mutual Ministries 

 John Angel 
 Preschool 

Jamie Davis 
Christian Education 

 Joumana Driscoll 
 Social Ministry 

Denise Rudar 
Property & Cemetery 

 Abby Bauer 
 Fellowship 

Jim Robertson 
Stewardship 
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The Bible Tells Me So  
by Peter Enns 

June 6th, 13th & 20th  
@ 7:00PM 

The Very Good Gospel  
by Lisa Sharon Harper 

September 12th, 19th & 26th  
@ 7:00PM 

Our St. John’s Book Group will meet via Zoom on Sunday, April 11th,  
at 7:00pm to start discussing our second book  

"A Year of Biblical Womanhood" by Rachel Held-Evans.  
Everyone is invited to join our new small group book study!  
You can join in the reviews and discussions for one book or  
all the titles – all you need to do is buy or borrow the book  
(from a friend or the library) then enjoy reading and show up  

on the zoom meeting ready to have fun discussing your thoughts  
and those of the other readers too. The next 3 books have been picked  

A Year of Biblical Womanhood  
by Rachel Held-Evans 
April 11

th
, 18

th 
& 25

th 
 

@ 7:00PM 

   YouthYouthYouth   

The ELCA YOUTH GATHERING:  BOUNDLESS - GOD BEYOND MEASURE has been postponed to JULY 24JULY 24JULY 24   ---   28, 202228, 202228, 2022.   

The Gathering is opened to Youth currently in grades 7th - 11th.  

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL - JULY 12TH - JULY 16TH - (more information to follow)  

With AppreciationWith AppreciationWith Appreciation   

To my St. John’s family, 

  Thank you for the many cards,  

  concerns, and delicious food.   

  Most of all, thank you for your  

  prayers and support. 
 

Sincerely,  Nancy Swanhart 

Christian Literacy Associates 
   

  During the past few months,  
the Christian Literacy program that was housed in 
the apartment on the upper level of the West Wing 
of our building, decided that they were being called 
to a new home for their ministry and so they 
moved out of our space. Dr. Bill Kofmehl wanted to 
send his thanks to the congregation for the blessing 
of the space for 45 years.  You can view the 
“Thank you” which includes additional information 
regarding their mission, through this link:  

CHRISTIAN LITERACY GRATITUDE  

If you have any questions, please contact Jeff Nelson  
at srvrdr@gmail.com  

file:///O:/MARY LYNNE/NEWS Letter/2021/8th Edition/Christian Literacy Thank You.pdf
mailto:srvrdr@gmail.com?subject=St.%20John's%20Book%20Club

