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 It is important to learn to pause along the way and give thanks,  

      and we have much to be thankful for at St. John’s of Highland this month!  
 

 †  We just had 15 students instructed in the sacrament of Holy Communion who will be joining us in 
  the meal for the first time over the course of the next few weeks.   
 

 †  Our preschool has just finished up the school year and is celebrating this milestone for their students, 
  families, and teachers.  
 

 †  We have 11 students who were confirmed on May 16th and we have another 5 students who  
 will be confirmed on May 23rd; affirming their faith and becoming adult members of our  
 congregation.   
 

 †  Our congregation is going to finally be able to sing together again starting on the weekend of May 
  22nd and 23rd, and we are adding another service that Sunday at 8:00 am as well.   
 

 †  We are working to update our constitution so that it better reflects our current ministry, and our first 
  meeting to approve these amendments will take place on May 23rd at 9:30 a.m.  
 

 †  We have 27 people who want to join our congregation as official new members, many of whom will 
  do so on the weekend of May 29/30.  
 

 †  On June 2nd we will begin a four week Bible Study on Wednesdays entitled, “Common Ground:  
  Loving Others Despite Our Differences - A Study of Sibling Rivalries in the Bible” offered both in 
  person  and on zoom.  
 

 †  We will also be starting a new mentoring program and will hear more about that on the weekend of 
  June 5/6.  
 

 †  We are looking forward to the dedication of the art series, “For All The Saints” on the weekend of 
  June 12 - 13, The president of United Lutheran Seminary, along with some of his staff,  will be here 
  to help us celebrate.  
 

 †  Our call committee continues to make progress with paperwork and training and they will excited 
  about their work.   
 

 Despite the challenges we have faced this past year, we continue to see wonderful signs  
of the Spirit at work in St. John’s of Highland. Thanks be to God!  

 
 

Soli Deo Gloria!   
(To God Alone be the Glory!) 

Pastor Kari Smail  

A Note From Pastor Kari  
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Life in Ministry  

  CELEBRATING LIFE PASSAGES 
 

ON MAY 9, 15 YOUNGER MEMBERS EXPERIENCED THE LORD'S SUPPER THROUGH THEIR FIRST 
HOLY COMMUNION.  WE GIVE THANKS FOR THE BLESSING OF CHRIST THAT WE RECEIVE IN THE 
BREAD AND THE WINE. 

 

ON MAY 16 - 23, 11 STUDENTS FROM THE 2020 CONFIRMATION CLASS AND  
       5 STUDENTS FROM THE 2021 CLASS CHOSE TO AFFIRM THEIR BAPTISMS.   
 

WE CELEBRATE WITH THESE YOUNG PEOPLE AS THEY BECOME ADULT MEMBERS OF THE CONGREGATION! 
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We will hold a  SPECIAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING ON SUNDAY, 

MAY 23RD AT 9:30 A.M. to approve the updates to the constitution  

and bylaws for our congregation It will be a hybrid meeting so that folks 

can attend either in-person,  or through Zoom using the link below:   
        

     Meeting ID: 886 8079 3625   

     Passcode: 403692  
 

Please note:  this will be the first of two meetings that we need to  

update the constitution and bylaws. The second vote will be during our 

semi-annual meeting on Sunday, June 27th when we will also appoint  

four new people to council.  
 

Over the past several weeks Emmett Brown has done a series of  

“temple talks” informing the congregation about the updates so that we 

can simply vote at our meeting on May 23rd. Thank you to Emmett  

for these educational opportunities and for all of the work you have 

done on these documents! If you would like to reacquaint yourselves 

with Emmett's temple talks, you can go to our YouTube site and watch 

the beginning of each of the services for the past few weeks. 
 

Even with the educational temple talks that have been offered,  

our church Council understands that members of the congregation  

may have questions and it is important that your questions be addressed.  

So, if you have a question, we encourage you to first review the  

documents that were included in our previous monthly newsletter.  

If those documents do not address your question, we encourage you to 

pick up a copy of the more extensive package of documents that are 

available here at the church.  
 

We hope that you can join us as we seek to approve these updated  

documents as a way to create a framework that not only reflects our  

current ministry but also supports us in the implementation of our  

mission! 

Congregational Meeting  
Zoom Link  

 

 

This June marks the  

20th Anniversary 

of Ordination  for  
 

Pastor Kari Smail 
 

             and her husband 
 

Pastor Dan Smail 
       Bethlehem Lutheran Church 
                              Glenshaw, PA 

 

 

They are both graduates of 

The Lutheran  

Theological  

Seminary  

at Gettysburg  

where they met and  

were also married in  

May  2001! 
 

We are so grateful that the 

Holy Spirit guided them to 

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania! 

  

  In 2019, our congregation presented a gift to the United Lutheran Seminary, in honor of Pastor  
Bill Diehm upon his retirement. He suggested that the funds should be used to enhance the worship life  
of the community.  An artist, Ophelia Chambliss created 16 portraits that reflect the diversity of Saints to 
be included in addition to those depicted in the stained glass windows of Gettysburg Chapel.  In 2020,  
St. John’s obtained digital files of those portraits through individual donations.  This also covered the  
framing expenses and they are now hanging in our Sanctuary hallway.  
 

 The weekend of June 12
th

 & 13
th

, we will formally dedicate these portraits to our congregational ministry.   

 The Rev. Dr. R. Guy Erwin, current President of the United Lutheran Seminary, will be our guest 

  preacher for the weekend.  He will present a special reflection on the creation of  

   “For All The Saints” portrait series between our 8:00am and 10:00am Worship times.  

         (also as a livestreamed event)  

https://stjohnslutheranchurchus4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8cc2d6505188cc67133ef1f04&id=48facf7aa1&e=c6314c797a
https://stjohnslutheranchurchus4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8cc2d6505188cc67133ef1f04&id=48facf7aa1&e=c6314c797a


 

We will welcome new members to our congregational church family  
 this Memorial Day weekend (May 29 - 30)   

 

Please contact Pastor Kari at kbsmail1@verizon.net or the church office at 
(412)364-1606 if you are interested in becoming a part of  

St. John’s Lutheran Church of Highland. 

 

We continue to offer our Livestreamed Sunday Worship Service with Holy Communion  
on Sunday mornings at 10:00 am, through our website at www.stjohnslutheranchurch.com     

 

 Our weekend Worship services are:     
 

  Saturdays               Sunday mornings  
 †  5:30 p.m.  Outdoor Service     †  8:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m.  
 in our front parking lot (weather permitting*)            in our Sanctuary 
   *If we cannot worship outdoors, we will gather in our Sanctuary. 
 

 Our council has met and determined that we are at a place where we can update our guidelines  
 in light of the CDC guideline changes. As we reviewed the current information we took all age groups 
 into consideration. As a result, we have come up with the following plan which will both reflect the new  
 guidelines for those who are vaccinated, as well as care and concern for the many young families  
 with children that are a part of our congregation.  
 

 When coming to worship, we ask that everyone follow the CDC guidelines as they relate to their  
  situation. As a result, masks will be optional depending on your situation. We will continue to utilize 
  our squares for outdoor worship as a way to honor those who need to still maintain social distance.  
  We will open up our sanctuary to every other pew so that more people can come together for  
  worship, and at the same time provide a way to offer 3’ distancing for those who still need this or  
  want this. And we will invite folks to sing the liturgy and hymns again. We simply ask that you use 
  moderation in your volume at this time in support for the unknown situations of those around you. 
 

 It remains helpful during our transitioning phase to reserve space each week through the Book-a-Pew 
site at https://bookapew.com/app/pa/stjohns/ found on our website. 

 

 Holy Communion is offered at all services. It is a no touch system. The at-church worshipping  
 community can pick up a pre-filled glass before the start of the service to have at their seat for when  
 the communion liturgy takes place. Receptacles will be located at the exits to dispose of the cups at  
 the conclusion of the service. Please note that there are cups with wine and bread, as well as other  
 cups that are labeled with grape juice and gluten free bread. For those who are more comfortable still 
 worshipping at home, consecrated cups will be available for pickup in the vestibule of the main  
 entrance for the church (by the office area) from 9:00am Fridays - 9:00am on Sunday, to be used 
 while participating at home with the Sunday 10:00 am worship stream.  

 (please remember: because these are consecrated by Pastor Kari prior to each weekly service,  
  they are not readily available earlier in the week) 

 

While we will continue to monitor the guidelines in the days to come, we anticipate  
our next shift will be when the mask requirement for young children and others is lifted  

completely.  The updates in these last few days have us hopeful that this will take place sooner  
rather than later. We look forward in the days ahead to continued opportunities  

to move forward together in faith.   

Worship 
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We will continue to just use our building for ministry groups this month and will discuss  
outside groups again at our next council meeting.   

 
 
 

 > We continue to offer the ministry groups of St. John’s of Highland space availability upon request.  
 Those interested in using space for their ministry group can contact Mike Sheleheda,  
 our Building Use Coordinator, at scheduling@stjohnslutheranchurch.com to schedule a room.  
 

> In addition to the use of Highland Hall, Fellowship Hall, and the sanctuary for ministry groups,  
  council has also decided to open up gym use for member families for personal use.  
  We would ask that families bring their own balls and schedule time with Mike Sheleheda.  
 
 

 > As with worship, we ask that folks follow the CDC guidelines as they relate to their situation,  
  and as a result, masks will be optional depending on your situation. Individuals are welcome  
  to bring their own beverage, but there will still be no food allowed or communal beverage stations  
  at this time.  

Updated Building Use Policies and Procedures 
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Some Ministry Highlights  

PLEASANT VALLEY MEN’S SHELTER 
 

Thank you to the Harlan and Kofmehl families for providing the April meal to the men at the 
Pleasant Valley Men’s Shelter. Each month members of our St. John’s family provide a meal 

for these men. If you’d like to be involved in this outreach ministry please contact  
Dianne Barbin 412-364-3045. 

 St. St. John’s will be providing the desserts for McKnight Meals-on-Wheels during the  
  month of June.  Our wonderful volunteers provide 2-3 doz. cookies, 2-3 doz. cupcakes, 
  brownies, angel food cake, pound or coffee cake on their assigned Sunday.   
 

 The donations are dropped off at the Kofmehl’s (1187 Windmill Lane, 15237)   
 

  If you would like to join in this ministry or have any questions,  
      please call Eric Kofmehl at 412-860-1585. 

This Father’s Day, consider remembering or honoring the special father 
or father-figure in your life, by contributing to Pleasant Valley Men’s Shelter.  Pleasant 
Valley is a shelter for homeless men on Pittsburgh’s North Side.  Any donation will  
certainly be appreciated and recognized in the  Father’s Day church bulletin on  
Sunday, June 20, 2021Sunday, June 20, 2021Sunday, June 20, 2021.    

Please return the following tear-off along with your donation to the church office by  
Monday,  JUNE 14TH   (checks payable to St. John’s Lutheran Church)  

 

 
 

Your Name  _______________________________________________ 
 

In Memory of ____________________________________________________________              __   
 

In Honor of ____________________________________________________________             ____ 
 

          Amount enclosed __________ 

Fathers Day—June 20th  

REMEMBER-A-DAD 

mailto:scheduling@stjohnslutheranchurch.com


WELCA: (Women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of America) 
 

We are a ministry group of St John's that supports activities and causes that help those in need.  We meet every  

third Tuesday of the month via zoom.  During our April meeting, Marie Bosco gave a presentation about  

Mahalia Jackson - one of the 16 Saints included in our “For All The Saints” new portrait series.  We hope to learn 

more about the lives and missions of each Saint in future meetings.  We are currently focusing on the following 

ministries: 
 

 NORTH HILLS COMMUNITY OUTREACH-  

   We are collecting the following Spring Cleaning supplies for low income families: 
 

 *Laundry detergent (under 100oz) *Antibacterial wipes *All -purpose cleaner 

 *Toilet Bowl Cleaner *Dish Detergent *Pack of Sponges 

 *Roll of Paper Towels *Canvas Shopping Bags 
 

 BLESSED BUNDLES a ministry which offers new and gently used baby supplies to individuals in the local  

 community.  We are collecting diapers, baby wipes, baby/toddler toys, equipment and baby clothes (infant - 

 size 14).  Another car load of supplies were delivered to Lutheran Church of Our Saviour in North Huntingdon, 

 PA who  distributes items on the 3rd Saturday of each month from 11 am - 1 pm.  They are always so thrilled 

 to receive our gifts.  The Blessed Bundles’ box is located in the vestibule in the back entrance to St. Johns. 
 

 NEIGHBORHOOD RESILIENCE PROJECT  We continue to learn how we can best serve our neighbors  

 through these programs.  We identified four areas where help is needed most:  *Financial Donations  

 *Trauma Response Team ( Requires 40 hours of training) *Wednesday Hot Meals - Drop off dinner for 50 

 people.  *Clothing Pantry Organization - Help organizing what they already have in order to better serve the 

 community.   
 

Thank you for supporting these important ministries.  Let’s keep our group working hard to make Christ known.  

The meeting zoom link will be in the weekly announcements page. All women of St John’s are welcome and  

encouraged to join us! If you have any questions please call Carole Helvig at 845-216-2952. 

 
 

We were able to meet together once again.  We are working on our mission quilts and 
school bags.  We will meet every Tuesday at 12:30 in Highland Hall. 
 

Please feel free to join us. There is always great conversation and something to do. 
You do not need to know how to sew to be part of our group.   
We are wearing masks and socially distancing to keep everyone safe.  

St. John’s Saintly SewersSt. John’s Saintly SewersSt. John’s Saintly Sewers   

All are welcome! All are welcome! All are welcome!    

If you've been to the church recently, you may have noticed a new addition near  
the back entrance. I have built and installed a community free supply pantry for my 
Eagle Scout project for Troop 335. There are some in our community who are not 
as fortunate as others who have a hard time affording hygiene, first aid, cleaning 
paper and school supplies. We are specifically excluding food as there are many 
other sources for the underprivileged. Even those on assistance are not able to use 
it for many common household items and school supplies. 
 

With the help of the St. John’s family, I'm hoping that this pantry will help fill a  
need in our community. If you know of anyone who could benefit from the pantry, 
please let them know. If you are able to contribute items, you can drop them off  
at the church office or simply place them in the box.  
 

I want to thank Pastor Kari and the church council  
for allowing me to install the pantry and thank Mr. Kesner and Mr. Slegal  

for their invaluable help with installing the pantry. 
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Clay Sheleheda, Troop 335Clay Sheleheda, Troop 335Clay Sheleheda, Troop 335   

ITEMS NEEDED FOR THE PANTRY INCLUDE: 
 

 • CLEANING SUPPLIES (WIPES, SPRAYS, ETC.) 
 • FEMININE HYGIENE SUPPLIES 
 • DIAPERS (CHILD & ADULT) AND WIPES 
 • FIRST AID & GENERAL MEDICINE CABINET SUPPLIES 
 • SCHOOL SUPPLIES 

Please do not include:  
Food - Medicine - Anything that can spoil 



  Continuing the Legacy 2019 (Miracle Sunday)   

Thank you to the Congregation for making this a successful event.  As of May 3, 2021 : The Mortgage  
balance is down to $77,988.54. There is still time to make a Pledge or make a One Time Donation to 
“MIRACLE SUNDAY”.  All you have to do is fill out a pledge card or mail a check to St. John’s. 

There are 3 ways to contribute to the building fund. 

GENERAL FUND INCOME  
 

April Actual     $ 56,578.51  
April Budget       $  55,624.42  
Gain (Short Fall)       $       954.09 
 
 

YTD Actual               $ 213,229.26  
YTD Budget              $ 222,497.67  
Gain (Short Fall)      ($    9,268.41) 
 

YTD Income $ 213,229.26  
YTD Expenses $ 194,578.36 
Income (Loss)          $   18,650.90  

BUILDING FUND: 

YTD Actual            $  23,550.00  
YTD Budget           $  23,404.33  

Gain (Short Fall)   $        145.67 

BUILDING LOAN  Currently our mortgage has a balance 
of 77,988.54 (as of May 3, 2021) with a monthly  
payment of $7,039.00.   

1. Use the BUILDING FUND envelope from your monthly  
 envelope packet 
2.  Use the pledge card “KEEPING THE FAITH” (for 2021) 
3. Email the church office, sjlutheran@verizon.net   

Attention: Laura Coombs and set up an electronic  donation. 

WWWEEE   WOULDWOULDWOULD   LIKELIKELIKE   TOTOTO   THANKTHANKTHANK      
THETHETHE   CONGREGATIONCONGREGATIONCONGREGATION      
FORFORFOR   THEIRTHEIRTHEIR   SUPPORTSUPPORTSUPPORT      

INININ   KEEPINGKEEPINGKEEPING   THEIRTHEIRTHEIR      
PLEDGESPLEDGESPLEDGES   UPUPUP   TOTOTO   DATEDATEDATE      

INININ   THESETHESETHESE   DIFFICULTDIFFICULTDIFFICULT   TIMESTIMESTIMES...   

Financially SpeakingFinancially SpeakingFinancially Speaking   ~ April 2021 ~~ April 2021 ~~ April 2021 ~ 

Page 6 “Making Christ Known” 

ST. JOHN’S BOOK GROUP  
 
 

We will meet via Zoom on Sunday, June 6
th
 at 7:00pm to start discussing our third book  

"The Bible Tells Me So" by Peter Enns.  
 

Bring your thoughts to review and discuss one book or all the titles.  
All you need to do is buy or borrow the book (from a friend or the library)  

then enjoy reading and connect with us via zoom ready to have fun sharing each other’s 
perspectives and feelings about the book. The next  book will be “The Very Good Gospel”  

 

Everyone is invited to join our group book study!  
 

If you have any questions, please contact Jeff Nelson at srvrdr@gmail.com  

“The Bible Tells Me So”  
by Peter Enns 

June 6  - 13 - 20  
7:00PM zoom 

“The Very Good Gospel”  
by Lisa Sharon Harper 

Sept. 12 - 19 - 26 
7:00PM zoom 

Summer Reading & Study 

For our Summer Bible Study this year we will be taking a look at a study by  

Amberly Neese entitled, "Common Ground: Loving Others Despite Our Differences  

- A Study of Sibling Rivalries in the Bible."  

June  June  June  ~~~   222
ndndnd

   ~  ~  ~  999
ththth
   ~ ~ ~    161616

ththth
   ~~~      232323

rdrdrd   

   We will plan on gathering in-person at church on Wednesdays at 10:00 am   

  and will also offer a gathering online through zoom on Wednesday evenings  

  at 7:00 pm   Please see our St. John's emails for the zoom link in the weeks  

ahead. For more information, please contact Pastor Kari. We look forward to gathering in a variety of  

ways to talk about our common ground in our Biblical call to love one another! 

mailto:srvrdr@gmail.com?subject=St.%20John's%20Book%20Club


St. John’s Council Members 

Pastor Kari B. Smail Senior Pastor 

 Erik Roth  Kim Gettemy 

President  Vice President & Worship/Music 

 Emmett Brown  Amy Kennedy 

 Treasurer   Secretary 

 Ellen Skirpan Scott Celin 

Evangelism Mutual Ministries 

 John Angel Jamie Davis 

Preschool Christian Education 

 Joumana Driscoll Denise Rudar 

Social Ministry Property & Cemetery 

 Abby Bauer Jim Robertson 

Fellowship Stewardship 

St. John’s Current Staff 

Pastor Kari B. Smail Senior Pastor 

Ron Baling Director of Contemporary Music 

Joseph Tuttle Organist & Director of Choirs 

Mary Lynne Martin Office Administrator/Accts Receivable Clerk 

Rich Volpe Accounts Payable Clerk 

Laura Coombs Chief Financial Officer 

Jennifer Bolinda Director of St. John’s Preschool 

Linda Meyerdierks Youth Ministry Coordinator 

Gene Kesner Sexton 

Mike Sheleheda Building Usage Coordinator 

Christian Education 
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Our CHILDREN’S AND YOUTH Sunday School along with the CHRISTIAN LIVING Class will break for the summer 
at the end of May. 
 

Our SOCIAL CONCERNS class will continue to meet via zoom during the months of June, July and August.   
They will utilize the Chautauqua lectures again this summer.  The zoom link will be in our Saturday Announcement 
emails.  Email Cathy Coudriet at cathyfc1@gmail.com if you have any questions. 

Vacation Bible School 

  ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH OF HIGHLAND     ~ 2021 On-Line VBS Information ~ 
  

   WHEN:  July 12 July 12 July 12 ---   16     16     16     TIME:  6:30 6:30 6:30 ---7:30p7:30p7:30p.m.      .m.      .m.      AGES: 4yrs 4yrs 4yrs ---5th grade5th grade5th grade 
 

      COST: $15 per child $15 per child $15 per child (checks payable to St. John’s Lutheran Church) 
 

      COST INCLUDES:  

        •Bible buddies •Treasure Quest Bible book •Coloring pages  

          •Sciency-fun gizmos •1 CD of VBS music per family.   
 

   QUESTIONS? 

   Email Linda Meyerdierks at lmmeyers@zoominternet.netlmmeyers@zoominternet.netlmmeyers@zoominternet.net 
 

 ***Register On-Line at stjohnslutheranchurch.com  

  by clicking on the VBS link starting June 1, 2021*** 

  We are pleased to announce that Having Fun Staying Young  
  will resume exercise on Monday May 24 at 10:00am.  

Participants will need to bring a ball, stretch band, and weights each time to class. We have some available 
for loan from past classes. Come a little early on the 24th if you wish to use one of St John’s.  
You will need to bring a bag to put them in and to carry them home. We will not store  
the equipment each week in the church benches.  
 

   Right now there will not be any cafe with treats or coffee before exercise. You may bring  
 a water bottle and please wear a mask. Looking forward to seeing many of you. Our silver sneakers 
  instructor Gina will join us. We will meet each week on Mondays and Thursdays at 10:00am. 
     Many of us have Silver Sneakers included in our health care. For those of us who don’t,  
                          the price will be $2.00. Looking forward to getting in shape with you friends. 

mailto:cathyfc1@gmail.com?subject=Social%20Concerns%20Sunday%20Zoom
mailto:lmmeyers@zoominternet.net
https://www.stjohnslutheranchurch.com/

