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 Happy Summer everyone! There are things that I love about each of the seasons that we  
encounter here in Western Pennsylvania. With summer, I love that the sun and the warmer  
temperatures are like an invitation to come outside and enjoy the fresh air. But on days that it is  
too hot, I also love the wonderful feeling of air conditioning! I love to see the different times that 
the bushes, trees, and annuals bloom, and the amazing colors they display. I love all of the  
wonderful variety of fruits that are harvested again after not having them for many months.  
Summer brings signs of life and growth around us. This year in particular, I love seeing people! 
Each week in worship there are old faces that are appearing anew, as people begin to feel more 
comfortable gathering again. And I’m sure over the course of the next few months we will continue 
to see “new” faces each week when the time is right for each, which is a wonderful thing.  

 
Being together was something that we took for granted before, but so appreciate now.  
And as we continue to make strides with managing this virus, we continue to see things open up, 
and we celebrate these steps as we do.  

 
Council met this month and talked about the anticipated time when the mask mandate will be  
lifted. When that time comes, we will see even more updates to our current practices moving us 
forward with such things as inviting outside groups to come back to our building and allowing 
food and beverages again. We are hopeful that this will take place in the coming weeks, and we 
look forward to seeing even more people again when that time comes!   

 
I am grateful for all the ways in which our faith community as well as our larger community  

has had grace along the way and cared for each other through it all, and I look forward to safely 
gathering again in the many ways that we love to come together to “Make Christ Known!”  

 
 

Soli Deo Gloria!   
(To God Alone be the Glory!) 

Pastor Kari Smail  

A Note From Pastor Kari A Note From Pastor Kari A Note From Pastor Kari    
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Life in Ministry Life in Ministry Life in Ministry    

SEMI-ANNUAL MEETING: SUNDAY, JUNE 27TH at 9:30 am. We will be voting to ratify our vote from 

May on the amendments to the constitution and bylaws, as well as electing four new council members. 
The wonderful slate of folks who will be presented by council for this election will be:  

This will be a hybrid meeting so that those who are at church in person for worship can attend in-person, 

and those who would prefer to zoom can do that as well.  

Information for each of these 

individuals is available at both 

entrances to our Sanctuary 

and can also be accessed 

through this link  2021 Church 

Council Nominees 

Emily Bovan Joseph Logan 

Scott Nardina 
Cris Ruffolo 

file://///Hsoak/office/MARY%20LYNNE/Council/Bios/2021/Bio%20Info.%20for%20Congregation%20copy.pdf
file://///Hsoak/office/MARY%20LYNNE/Council/Bios/2021/Bio%20Info.%20for%20Congregation%20copy.pdf


WorshipWorshipWorship   

Justin, Meghan, Marley, Remme and Daevany Barroner Albert and Amy Byrnes 

Phil, Lori, Luca and Zac Elgin     Susie English 

Steve Gottschalk and Rennee Rabenold and Levi  Walter and Tana Hoffman 

Lee and Caroline Huffmyer      Ed and Betsy Spearline 

 

We continue to offer our Livestreamed Sunday Worship Service with Holy Communion  
on Sunday mornings at 10:00 am, through our website at www.stjohnslutheranchurch.com     

 

 Weekly Services: 

  5:30 p.m. Saturday   8:00 a.m. Sunday    10:00 a.m. Sunday 
  (Outdoor Service)        (Sanctuary)        (Sanctuary) 
  in our front parking lot (If we cannot worship outdoors, we will gather in our Sanctuary.) 
 

 We continue to follow our plan which reflects the new guidelines for those who are fully vaccinated,  
 as well as care and concern for the many young families with children that are a part of our  
 congregation.   
 

 When coming to worship, we ask that everyone follow the CDC guidelines as they relate to their  
 situation.  As a result, masks will be optional depending on your situation. We will continue to utilize  
 our squares for outdoor worship as a way to honor those who need to still social distance.  
 We will open up our sanctuary to every other pew so that more people can come together for worship, 
 and at the same time provide a way to offer 3’ distancing for those who still need this or want this.  
 And we will invite folks to sing the liturgy and hymns again. We simply ask that you use moderation in 
 your volume at this time in support for the unknown situations of those around you. 
 

 Bulletins are once again available for those who need them. Please feel free to take one if it provides 
you with information to participate more fully in the service!  We will continue to send out PDF versions 
of the bulletins each Saturday for those who are able to utilize the service electronically. Please feel 
free to use your phone to assist you during our worship services in an effort to reduce our carbon  

 footprint! 
 

 It remains helpful during our transitioning phase to reserve space each week through the Book-a-Pew 
site at https://bookapew.com/app/pa/stjohns/ found on our website. 

 

 Communion is a no touch system. The at-church worshipping community can pick up a pre-filled 
glass before the start of the service to have at their seat for when the communion liturgy takes place. 
Receptacles will be located at the exits to dispose of the cups at the conclusion of the service.  

 Please note that there are cups with wine and bread, as well as other cups that are labeled with  
 grape juice and gluten free bread.  For those who are more comfortable still worshipping at home,  
 consecrated cups will be available for pickup in the vestibule of the main entrance for the church  
 by the office area 9am Friday - 9am Sunday, to be used while participating at home with the Sunday 
 10:00 am worship stream.  (please remember: because these are consecrated by Pastor Kari prior to each 
 weekly service, they are not readily available earlier in the week) 
 

While we will continue to monitor the guidelines in the days to come, we anticipate our next shift will be 
when the mask requirement for young children and others is lifted completely.  The updates in these last 
few days have us hopeful that this will take place sooner rather than later. We look forward in the days 

ahead to continued opportunities to move forward together in faith.   
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Updated Building Use Policies and ProceduresUpdated Building Use Policies and ProceduresUpdated Building Use Policies and Procedures   
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Some Ministry HighlightsSome Ministry HighlightsSome Ministry Highlights   

 We continue to use our building for St. John’s ministry groups this month and anticipate offering spaces for  
outside groups in the near future. As with worship, we ask that folks follow the CDC guidelines as they relate to 
their situation, and as a result, masks will be optional depending on your situation. Individuals are welcome to bring 
their own beverage, but there will still be no food allowed or communal beverage stations until further notice.   
 

In addition to the use of Highland Hall, Fellowship Hall, and the sanctuary for ministry groups, we continue to offer 
use of our gym for member families for personal use. We would ask that families bring their own balls and schedule 
time with Mike Sheleheda.  
 

If you would like to reserve building space or have any questions, please contact Mike Sheleheda,  
our Building Use Coordinator at scheduling@stjohnslutheranchurch.com 

 
At least an hour will be scheduled between groups to circulate the air and to allow for sanitization of the space.   
In addition, ministry groups that want to use space in the building must follow current building policy.  Please offer 
3’ distancing for those who still need this or want this. At this time no food will be allowed and an attendance sheet 
will be provided to aid the church in contact tracing. A container of sanitized pens will be available for use, as well as 
a container to place used pens in for when people sign in. The sign in sheet will post reminders of current building 
policy. We will also have disinfectant wipes and hand sanitizer available in each space as well.  

St. John’S StamperS St. John’S StamperS St. John’S StamperS are finally getting back together!  

We will be meeting Saturday, July 10 from 9am -12pm in Fellowship Hall and we would 

love to have you join us. There are some changes to our approach. We ask that those who wish 

to come follow current guidelines as to masking and supply their own adhesive and craft  

scissors. Everything we use will have been disinfected and there will be wipes, disinfecting 

spray and disposable gloves available. We will have 4-5 pre-prepped cards and the 

cost will be $5/person.  
 

We also ask that you make a “reservation” by emailing Betsy Fackler at  

pdfeaf@zoominternet.net  or send her a text (412 427-2045)  

At this point there will not be a lot of “extra” supplies available...just the prepared projects.  

 
 

The Saintly Sewers continue to meet on Tuesdays at 12:30 in Highland Hall.   
We are trying to finish the many quilts that were started by members of our group  
during the pandemic in their homes.  We are also trying to finish the backpacks  
that were sown this year.  We will be asking for donations to stuff these backpacks.   
They will be sent overseas to children in need during the month of September.  
 

New members are always welcome to our group!  We are a friendly group and no sewing knowledge  
is needed.  We will show anyone that comes tasks that can help us to finish these beautiful quilts. 

St. John’s Saintly SewersSt. John’s Saintly SewersSt. John’s Saintly Sewers   

All are welcome! All are welcome! All are welcome!    

file://///HSOAK/OFFICE/MARY%20LYNNE/WEEKLY%20BULLETINS/2021%20COVID%20ERA/5%20MAY/Weekly%20Announcements/scheduling@stjohnslutheranchurch.com
mailto:pdfeaf@zoominternet.net)or


WELCA: (Women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of America) 
 

We are a ministry group of St John's that supports activities and causes that help those in need.   
 

The group will hold it’s last meeting before our summer break on Tuesday, June 15. This will once again be on 

zoom.  The link will be found in the Weekly Announcements of St John’s.  At this last meeting our group will  

share things that were positive that happened during this last year of isolation.  We will give thanks for the good 

that we found amongst the struggles of the Pandemic Year.  We hope that in September we will meet in person 

once again.   

 SOME OF OUR FOCUSED MINISTRIES 
 

 NEIGHBORHOOD RESILIENCE PROJECT: We continue to learn how we can best serve our neighbors  

 through these programs.  Jean Martz, Eric Kofmehl and Carole Helvig made a trip this month to the  

 Neighborhood Resilience Project.  Angela Woods gave us an excellent tour which gave us insight on areas 

 where we could be helpful to our neighbors in the Hill District.  This will be shared with the group during  

 this June meeting.   
 

 September 18 will be a one day retreat of our synod women at Lutherlyn.  We hope to take a group from  

 St. John’s so please put this on your calendar and plan come along. Let’s meet some of our sisters in Christ 

 from other churches in the Pittsburgh area.  All women are encouraged to join us. 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Thank you for supporting these important ministries.  Let’s keep our group working hard to make Christ known.   

If you have any questions please call Carole Helvig at 845-216-2952. 

NORTH HILLS COMMUNITY OUTREACH 
We continue the following Cleaning supplies  
for low income families: 

 *Laundry detergent (<100oz)

 *Antibacterial wipes

 *All -purpose cleaner 

 *Toilet Bowl Cleaner

 *Dish Detergent  

 *Pack of Sponges 

 *Roll of Paper Towels

BLESSED BUNDLES  a ministry which offers new  

and gently used baby supplies to individuals in the 

local community.  We continue to collect diapers, 

baby wipes, baby/toddler toys, equipment and baby 

clothes (infant - size 14).  Another car load of  

supplies was delivered to the Lutheran Church of 

Our Saviour who then distributes items on the 3rd  

Saturday of each month from 11 am - 1 pm.   

They are always so thrilled to receive our gifts.  

The Blessed Bundles’ box is located in the vestibule 

in the back entrance to St. Johns. 
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ALONG WITH OUR 

Are sponsoring a Summer Food Drive for protein-rich canned goods.   
 

There is a need for this type of collection to assist the Neighborhood Resilience Project. 
 

Some examples of protein-rich canned foods are: 
 

Canned Tuna Canned Chicken Canned Salmon Lentils Chickpeas 
 

Navy Beans Black Beanss Kidney Beans Chili Prunes 
 

Split Pea Soup Canned Spinach Nuts (Almonds, Walnuts, Cashews) 
 

Seeds (Pumpkin/Sesame/Sunflower Seeds) 
 

There is a labeled bin in our vestibule where you can drop off your donations.   
 

Thank you for all the ways you support those in need! 



Page 5 “Making Christ Known” 

 We continue to fill our outdoor pantry with everyday items for those in need.  
   SOME SUGGESTED ITEMS ARE: 
  •  CLEANING SUPPLIES (WIPES, SPRAYS, ETC.)    •  SCHOOL SUPPLIES 
  •  DIAPERS (CHILD & ADULT) AND WIPES  •  FEMININE HYGIENE SUPPLIES  
  •  FIRST AID & GENERAL MEDICINE CABINET SUPPLIES   

     Please do not include: Food - Medicine - Anything that can spoil 
 

 If you know of anyone who could benefit from the pantry, please let them know.  
 If you are able to contribute items, you can simply place them directly in the pantry. 

Clay Sheleheda, Troop 335Clay Sheleheda, Troop 335Clay Sheleheda, Troop 335   

PLEASANT VALLEY MEN’S SHELTER 
 

Thank you to Diane Hamley and friends for providing the May meal to the men at the Pleasant Valley 
Men’s Shelter. Each month members of our St. John’s family provide a meal for these men.  
If you’d like to be involved in this outreach ministry please contact Dianne Barbin 412-364-3045. 

Youth NewsYouth NewsYouth News   

NOW IS THE TIME TO REGISTER FOR….. 

      ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH OF HIGHLAND      
 

       EMBARK ON AN EPIC QUEST THROUGH HIDDEN  

       RUINS, ANCIENT CAVES, AND DENSE JUNGLES.   

       AT TREASURED VBS, KIDS DIG INTO  

       ACTION-PACKED, FAITH-FILLED ADVENTURES.  
          

      THEY’LL DISCOVER GOD’S GREATEST TREASURE 

       ISN’T DIAMONDS, GEMS, OR GOLD - IT’S THEM!!   
 

  2021 ON-LINE VBS INFORMATION 
  

   WHEN:  JULY 12 - 16      TIME:  6:30 -7:30P.M.       AGES: 4YRS -5TH GRADE 
 

COST: $15 PER CHILD (CHECKS PAYABLE TO ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH) 
 

     COST INCLUDES:   •BIBLE BUDDIES   •TREASURE QUEST BIBLE BOOK  •COLORING PAGES    

  •SCIENCY-FUN GIZMOS  •1 CD OF VBS MUSIC PER FAMILY.   
 

REGISTER ON-LINE AT STJOHNSLUTHERANCHURCH.COM  OR CLICK ON THIS LINK  

 

 

 

   IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS, PLEASE EMAIL:   
  LINDA MEYERDIERKS AT LMMEYERS@ZOOMINTERNET.NET 

VBSVBSVBS   

   To all of our Volunteer bakers who or provided delicious 

desserts during June to be delivered by Meals-on-Wheels.  Your efforts are greatly 

appreciated!  St. John’s will bake again for this ministry in the month of October. 

https://www.stjohnslutheranchurch.com/
mailto:lmmeyers@zoominternet.net
https://vbspro.events/p/events/stjhighland


  Continuing the Legacy 2019 (Miracle Sunday)   

Thank you to the Congregation for making this a successful event.  As of June 1, 2021 : The Mortgage  
balance is down to $71,204.55. There is still time to make a Pledge or make a One Time Donation to 
“MIRACLE SUNDAY”.  All you have to do is fill out a pledge card or mail a check to St. John’s. 

There are 3 ways to contribute to the building fund. 

GENERAL FUND INCOME  
May Actual     $ 51,076.23  
May Budget       $ 55,624.42  
Gain (Short Fall)      ($   4,548.19) 
 
 

YTD Actual               $ 264,305.49  
YTD Budget              $ 278,122.08  
Gain (Short Fall)      ($  13,816.59) 
 

YTD Income $ 264,305.49  
YTD Expenses $ 265,101.31 
Income (Loss)           ($       785.82)  

BUILDING FUND: 

YTD Actual             $  27,325.00  
YTD Budget             $  29,255.42  

Gain (Short Fall)  ($       1,930.42) 

BUILDING LOAN  Currently our mortgage has a balance 
of 71,204.55 (as of June 1, 2021) with a monthly  
payment of $7,039.00.   

1. Use the BUILDING FUND envelope from your monthly  
 envelope packet 
2.  Use the pledge card “KEEPING THE FAITH” (for 2021) 
3. Email the church office, sjlutheran@verizon.net   

Attention: Laura Coombs and set up an electronic  donation. 

WWWEEE   WOULDWOULDWOULD   LIKELIKELIKE   TOTOTO   THANKTHANKTHANK      
THETHETHE   CONGREGATIONCONGREGATIONCONGREGATION      
FORFORFOR   THEIRTHEIRTHEIR   SUPPORTSUPPORTSUPPORT      

INININ   KEEPINGKEEPINGKEEPING   THEIRTHEIRTHEIR      
PLEDGESPLEDGESPLEDGES   UPUPUP   TOTOTO   DATEDATEDATE      

INININ   THESETHESETHESE   DIFFICULTDIFFICULTDIFFICULT   TIMESTIMESTIMES...   

Financially SpeakingFinancially SpeakingFinancially Speaking   ~ May 2021 ~~ May 2021 ~~ May 2021 ~ 
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Christian EducationChristian EducationChristian Education   
 

Our SOCIAL CONCERNS class continues to meet via zoom during the months of June, July and August.   
They are utilizing the Chautauqua lectures this summer.  The zoom link will be in our Saturday Announcement 
emails.  Email Cathy Coudriet at cathyfc1@gmail.com if you have any questions. 

Summer Reading & StudySummer Reading & StudySummer Reading & Study   

For our Summer Bible Study this year we will be taking a look at a study by  

Amberly Neese entitled, "Common Ground: Loving Others Despite Our Differences  

- A Study of Sibling Rivalries in the Bible."  

June  June  June  ~~~   222
ndndnd

   ~  ~  ~  999
ththth
   ~ ~ ~    161616

ththth
   ~~~      232323

rdrdrd   

   We will plan on gathering in-person at church on Wednesdays at 10:00 am   

  and will also offer a gathering online through zoom on Wednesday evenings  

  at 7:00 pm   Please see our St. John's emails for the zoom link in the weeks  

ahead. For more information, please contact Pastor Kari. We look forward to gathering in a variety of  

ways to talk about our common ground in our Biblical call to love one another! 

ST. JOHN’S BOOK GROUP  
 

Our new book group will conclude our discussions on our third book  
"The Bible Tells Me So" by Peter Enns., on Sunday, June 20 at 8:00 pm via zoom. 

 

We will meet again in September with our fourth book, “The Very Good Gospel”  
by Lisa Sharon Haper, at 7:00 pm.  Everyone is invited to join our group book study!  

 

If you have any questions, please contact Jeff Nelson at srvrdr@gmail.com  

mailto:cathyfc1@gmail.com?subject=Social%20Concerns%20Sunday%20Zoom
mailto:srvrdr@gmail.com?subject=St.%20John's%20Book%20Club


St. John’s Current Council Members 

Pastor Kari B. Senior Pastor 

 Erik Roth  Kim Gettemy 
President  Vice President & Worship/Music 

 Emmett Brown  Amy Kennedy 

 Treasurer   Secretary 

 Ellen Skirpan Scott Celin 

Evangelism Mutual Ministries 

 John Angel Jamie Davis 

Preschool Christian Education 

 Joumana Driscoll Denise Rudar 

Social Ministry Property & Cemetery 

 Abby Bauer Jim Robertson 

Fellowship Stewardship 

St. John’s Current Staff 
Pastor Kari B. Smail Senior Pastor 

Ron Baling Director of Contemporary Music 

Joseph Tuttle Organist & Director of Choirs 

Mary Lynne Martin Office Administrator/Accts Receivable Clerk 

Rich Volpe Accounts Payable Clerk 

Laura Coombs Chief Financial Officer 

Jennifer Bolinda Director of St. John’s Preschool 

Linda Meyerdierks Youth Ministry Coordinator 

Gene Kesner Sexton 

Mike Sheleheda Building Usage Coordinator 

   
 

We have been meeting in Highland Hall on Mondays and Thursdays at 10:00am.  
You should join us!!   
 

Participants will need to bring a ball, stretch band, and weights each time to class.  
We have some available for loan from past classes. You will need to bring a bag  
to put them in and to carry them home. We will not store the equipment each week  
in the church benches.  
 

  Right now there will not be any cafe with treats or coffee before exercise,  
  but you may bring a water bottle and masks are optional.  
 

    We look forward to seeing many of you. Our silver sneakers instructor Gina joins us too.  
    Many of us have Silver Sneakers included in our health care. For those of us who don’t,  
              the price will be $2.00.  
 

We look forward to seeing everyone again and also meeting new friends!  
We will continue to meet each week on Mondays and Thursdays at 10:00am throughout the summer.  

St. John’s ActivitiesSt. John’s ActivitiesSt. John’s Activities   
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1. TRIKKEAEWAIT THAK    ___________________________________ 
2. RKT TJ RIEINNR LMGAUH   ___________________________________ 
3. UANOI ALHFREM NE   ___________________________________ 
4. NTAHELURESBSPA   ___________________________________ 
5. FTH RIEFNRCIHDOEEBDO  ___________________________________ 
6. MAH TATRRBNUEI   ___________________________________ 
7. ATHM SEORRTEE   ___________________________________ 
8. TEM NHCWEANA ___________________________________ 
9. HSTAHIRAE ATEHTKPR UR ___________________________________ 
10. A IDALNLAEDEXNERENY AP__________________________________ 

Can you unscramble 
the letters to name 

these Saints? 

WORD  

SCRAMBLE 

Exercise for the  Brain 


