St. John’s Lutheran Church
of Highland
311 Cumberland Road
Pittsburgh, PA 15237

Information as of
NOVEMBER 2021

DATED MATERIAL
Please deliver by October 22, 2021

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage Paid
Pittsburgh, PA
Permit 125

“Making Christ Known”
during the Global Pandemic
Volume 2, Number 10
Email - sjlutheran@verizon.net
phone - 412-364-1606

Saturday Worship Service:
5:30 p.m.
Sunday Morning Worship Services:
8:15 a.m. - Traditional
10:45 a.m. - Contemporary
with Livestream
Christian Education
Sundays 9:30-10:30 a.m.
www.stjohnslutheranchurch.com

Pastor Kari Smail

Through God All Things Are Possible
“Making Christ Known”

as we recover from the Global Pandemic
15TH EDITION

Inside this issue:
2022 Stewardship Planning
A Note from Pastor Kari
Worship
Current Worship Services
Christian Education
Veteran’s Day Service

Ministry Highlights
Fall Food Drive
Christmas Toys
WELCA
Saintly Sewers
Meals on Wheels
Pleasant Valley Shelter Meal
Additional Ways to offer help

Financially Speaking
Activities at St. John’s
Having Fun Staying Young

Current Council Members
St. John’s Staff Members
Youth News
Halloween Party
Cookie Walk

St. John's Lutheran Church

“Making Christ Known”

Current Information as of November 2021
Vol. 2 Issue 10

A Note from Pastor
This month we continue to live into our stewardship emphasis to
“Embrace the Vision – to Make Christ Known.”
Our temple talks during these weeks are all about why we do this
and how we do this. We are grateful for your partnership in ministry
and for all that you have already done to support our mission. As we
journey into the future in faith, we are reminded that our ministry will
continue to need support in the days ahead. We will need people to
give of their time so that the work of the church can continue to be
accomplished. We will need people to give of their talents, so that our
new ministry goals will be lived out by people with the skill sets to
make them happen. We will need people to give of their treasures,
so that we have the resources we need to do the ministry we are called
to do. We ask that you prayerfully discern in these next few weeks
how you can use your time, your talents, and your treasures to
“Embrace the Vision – to Make Christ Known,” and consider making
a written commitment to the mission of the church on the weekend of
November 13th and 14th. Thank you as always for your partnership
in ministry! You are a blessing!
Soli Deo Gloria! (To God Alone be the Glory!)
Pastor Kari Smail

St. John’s Worship Opportunities
TRADITIONAL WORSHIP SERVICES
Saturdays ~ 5:30pm
Sundays ~ 8:15am
CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP SERVICE
Sundays ~ 10:45am
(with livestream)
www.stjohnslutheranchurch.com
We continue to update our worship
guidelines in light of current CDC
guidelines. As a result of recent
updates by the CDC and a letter from our
Bishop, mask wearing in our building has
been reinstated while our county has a substantial or high transmission rate. All other
policies remain the same.
Communion remains a no touch system
and bulletins are available and accessible
through your phone.
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
Sundays 9:30am - 10:30am
Youth & Adult classes

DATES TO REMEMBER:
St. John’s Lutheran Church of Highland invites the
R
EFORMATION
SUNDAY
October 31
community, especially veterans and their families,
ALL SAINTS SUNDAY
November 7
to join in a Veterans Day Service on November 11
CHRIST THE KING
November 21
at 10:00am in Highland Hall of the church.
ADVENT BEGINS
November
The church is located in the Town of McCandless at 311 Cumberland Rd.
The service will open with the Posting of the Colors by representatives
DON’T FORGET…...
of American Legion Post 80, followed by the singing of “O Beautiful
We will ‘Fall Back” on
November 7, 2021 at 2:00am
for Spacious Skies”. The service will continue with hymn singing,
when Daylight Savings
scriptures, prayers and remarks by Chaplain, Major Torrey O. Johnson,
USAFR.
ends this year.
Chaplain Johnson is a Traditional Reservist (TR) assigned to the 911th
Airlift Wing Command. He serves as the Deputy Wing Chaplain and is responsible for advising leadership,
providing the free exercise of religion, pastoral counseling, and other spiritual activities to approximately 1,220
Air Force Reserve members, 320 civilians, including more than 180 Air Reserve Technicians (ART) holding dual
civilian and military positions. If mobilization occurs, most 911th units deploy as part of the Air Mobility Command.
Chaplain Johnson has served for over 15 years as a civilian pastor in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
(ELCA). He is Board Certified by the National Association of Veterans Affairs Chaplains and the Association of
Professional Chaplains. He serves in a dual call within the Pittsburgh Episcopal Diocese as the Priest in Charge of
the Historic Church of the Holy Cross Episcopal and the SW PA Synod, ELCA.
“While the Service will honor all of our nation’s veterans, we believe it is appropriate, given recent events,
to express our nation’s gratitude, in particular, to those who have served since 9/11,” noted Pastor Kari Smail of
St. John’s. “We will also thank their families for their extraordinary sacrifices, often during multiple deployments.
The Service will also acknowledge our appreciation for the women who today make up a growing share of both our
armed forces and veterans; as well as acknowledge some of the many issues facing today’s veterans, including
homelessness, mental health issues and suicide. Finally, it is our hope and prayer that this service will bring some
degree of solace to all those who grieve veterans who have died.”
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Some Ministry Highlights
OUR SOCIAL MINISTRY COMMITTEE is sponsoring our FALL FOOD DRIVE for North Side Common Ministries
Food Bank. Nonperishable food items can be dropped off at St. John’s beginning Wednesday, Nov. 4th – Saturday,
Nov. 14th. Donations can be put in the vestibule at the main back entrance (by the administrative office) between
9:00AM – 4:00PM (Monday through Thursday), 9:00PM – 7:00PM (Friday & Saturday) and 9:00AM – 11:00AM
on Sunday mornings. If you need to make other arrangements to drop off your food bags, please call the church
office at (412)364-1606. Many families are struggling to put food on their tables, especially during this pandemic,
and any donations are greatly appreciated.
We are also collecting Christmas gifts for infants through age 14 that will be distributed through North Side
Common Ministries to less fortunate families. Due to current conditions, we will not be using the stars as in
the past. Instead, we are asking that if you have purchased a gift in the past, please purchase the same item
or something similar to it this year. For example, if you had chosen a star in the past for a girl- age 8 ,
you can donate a gift based on that information. If you can’t remember, or are new to this ministry,
we suggest purchasing something that might suit an older child because usually most of the donated gifts
are for very young children. Please drop off your un-wrapped gift with a note regarding what gender and age
range you intended as the recipient. There is a designated ‘Christmas Gifts’ bin in the vestibule
(at the main administrative entrance in the rear of the building) where you can drop off gifts from
9:00am – 4:00pm (Monday – Friday) and 9:00am – 11:00am (Sundays). In order for NSCM to
deliver these presents before Christmas we will need all donations dropped off by December 13th.
Thank you for making a child smile again this year!

WELCA: (Women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of America)
We are continuing our Bible Study, ‘The Blessings of Aging’ by Joan Chidister, this month and will view two
short videos on Time and Meaning. Come and join us for some good discussion with other St John’s Friends.
We meet in Highland Hall at 7:00. We are still wearing masks and social distancing during our meeting.
All ladies are very welcome and encouraged to join us.
Our WELCA group gave a donation to the Honduras Hope Mission this month.
We continue to support Blessed Bundles and the Neighborhood Resilience Project
with cans of protein goods. All of these missions are so thankful for our support.
Blessed Bundles Ministry is getting ready for distribution day.
They are especially in need of children’s clothing sizes 5-10

St. John’s Saintly Sewers

The Saintly Sewers sent 56 filled backpacks and 25 beautiful quilts
to Lutheran World Relief. They were blessed during our Worship
Services a few weeks ago.
We also gave a donation to the Mission Quilt Fund that helps with
the cost of sending the quilts. We are already busy working on next
year’s donation.
If you want to join us please come any Tuesday at 12:30 to Highland
Hall. We are a friendly group and no sewing experience is necessary.

after!
We also organized our supplies in the Highland Hall Closet!
For those of you who like to see before and after pictures…
We have more to do - SO, if you can spare some time,
please call Carole Helvig at (845)216-2952.

before
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Some Ministry Highlights continued…….

to everyone who
baked goodies for Meals-On-Wheels this October!!
So many people from our community benefit
From your delicious treats and appreciate your
generosity. We will bake again next June, 2022.
If you would like to be a part of this ministry,
please call Eric or Kathy Kofmehl (412)860-1585
or email the church office at sjlutheran@verizon.net.

P LEASANT V ALLEY M EN ’ S S HELTER
Thank you to Social Ministry Committee for providing
the September meal to the men at the Pleasant Valley
Men’s Shelter. Each month members of our St. John’s
family provide a meal for these men. If you’d like
to be involved in this outreach ministry please contact
Dianne Barbin (412-364-3045)
or Jean Martz (412-364-2894).

There are several ways we can help those in our communities, especially those that are struggling:







Grace’s Closet - donations of gently used (or new) clothing for all ages and genders
The Neighborhood Resilience Project - helping to feed those who are less fortunate
or cannot help themselves
North Hills Community Outreach - donations of new winter coats, hats, scarves, etc.
Our Outdoor Pantry - donations of cleaning supplies and personal hygiene items
Family Emergency Fund - offering temporary financial help to those in difficult situations
Knitting lap blankets for those residing in care facilities

If you would like to know about any of these ministries, please email the church office at
sjlutheran@verizon.net or call us (412)364-1606.
Stewardship
During our stewardship campaign
this year, we are calling on the
congregation to “EMBRACE THE VISION”
so that we can move forward in faith
with all that we are feeling called to
do in ministry in the year to come.
We are so thankful for you all and
the generosity that you have shown
over the years as we have worked to
“Make Christ Known.”
You are a blessing and you make a difference not only to our
community of faith but the world at large. Thank you for all
that you have done, as well as all that you continue to do.

As partners in ministry, we pray that
you will continue to embrace the vision
we have for mission and ministry at
St. John’s of Highland for this coming
year, and we trust that the Holy Spirit
will continue to guide us as we live
into our vision in new ways of Making
Christ Known. Our Commitment
Weekend will take place on November
13th and 14th this year. Pledge cards
Will go out at the beginning of
November. We ask that you return
your pledge card by the end of
November if you are planning on
making a written commitment to help
us with our budgeting process.

Thank you as always for your partnership in ministry!

“Making Christ Known”
Financially Speaking

Page 4

~ SEPTEMBER 2021 ~

GENERAL FUND INCOME

BUILDING FUND:

Sept. Actual
Sept. Budget
Gain (Short Fall)

$ 53,377.99
$ 55,624.42
($ 2,246.43)

YTD Actual
YTD Budget
Gain (Short Fall)

$ 472,835.50
$ 500,619.75
($ 27,784.25)

YTD Actual
$ 47,861.00
YTD Budget
$ 52,659.75
Gain (Short Fall) ($ ,798.75)
BUILDING LOAN
Currently our mortgage has a balance of
$28,518.76 (as of Oct.1, 2021) with a
monthly payment of $7,039.00.

YTD Income
YTD Expenses
Income (Loss)

$ 472,835.50
$ 451,169.51
$ 21,665.99

EVERY GIFT MATTERS!
We would like to thank the
congregation for their
support in keeping their
pledges up to date
in these difficult times.

There are 3 ways to contribute to the building fund.
1. Use the BUILDING FUND envelope from your monthly envelope packet
2. Use the pledge card “KEEPING THE FAITH” (for 2021)
3. Email the church office, sjlutheran@verizon.net Attention: Laura Coombs
and set up an electronic donation.
Continuing the Legacy 2019 (Miracle Sunday)
Thank you to the Congregation for making this such a successful event!
There is still time to make a One Time Donation to “Miracle Sunday”.
All you have to do is drop a check into the plate of mail.

Activities at St. John’s

We continue to meet in Highland Hall on Mondays and Thursdays at 10:00am.
Our silver sneakers instructor Gina joins us too and many of us have Silver Sneakers
included in our health care. For those of us who don’t, a suggested donation is $2.00. You should join us!!
Current Church Council Members
Kim Gettemy
PRESIDENT -Worship & Music
Joumana Dris- VICE PRESIDENT -Social Ministry
Emmett Brown
TREASURER -Finance
Emily Bovan

SECRETARY -Youth Ministry

Pastor Smail

Senior Pastor

John Angel

PRESCHOOL

Scott Celin

MUTUAL MINISTRY

Jamie Davis

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

Joe Logan
Scott Nardina
Jim Robertson

CEMETERY
PROPERTY
STEWARDSHIP

Cris Ruffolo

FELLOWSHIP

Ellen Skirpan

EVANGELISM

St. John’s Current Staff
Pastor Kari B. Smail
Ron Baling
Joseph Tuttle
Mary Lynne Martin
Rich Volpe
Laura Coombs

Senior Pastor
Dir. of Contemporary Music
Organist & Dir. of Choirs
Office Administrator/A/R Clerk
Accounts Payable Clerk
Chief Financial Officer

Jennifer Bolinda
Linda Meyerdierks
Gene Kesner
Mike Sheleheda

Dir. of St. John’s Preschool
Youth Ministry Coordinator
Sexton
Building Usage Coordinator
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