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PLEASANT VALLEY MENôS SHELTER:  
 

Thank you to the members of our Church Council for providing  
the meal to the men at the Pleasant Valley Shelter in January and 
our Christian Education Committee for providing the meal in  
February.  On the 4th Wednesday of each month members of our 
congregation provide  a dinner to those men staying at the shelter 
that night.   
 

If youôd like to be involved in this Social Ministry Committee  
outreach project please contact Jean Martz  (412) 364-2894 or   

Dianne Barbin (412) 364-3045 

3ŒŐň -ŌőŌŖŗŕŜ (ŌŊŋŏŌŊŋŗŖ3ŒŐň -ŌőŌŖŗŕŜ (ŌŊŋŏŌŊŋŗŖ3ŒŐň -ŌőŌŖŗŕŜ (ŌŊŋŏŌŊŋŗŖ   

 

We continue to update our worship  
guidelines in light of current CDC  
recommendations.  Allegheny County 
is now in low community spread so 
masks are once again optional.  
If you are experiencing symptoms, 
have a positive covid test, or have 
had  exposure to someone with 
COVID-19 you should wear a mask.  
If our county's community spread 
level changes, we will update the  
congregation.   
 

Communion remains a no touch system  
and bulletins are available and accessible 
through your phone.  

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION  

TRADITIONAL WORSHIP SERVICES 
 Saturdays ~ 5:30pm  
 Sundays ~ 8:15am  
CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP SERVICE 
 Sundays ~ 10:45am 
      (with livestream) 

 

Sundays 9:30am - 10:30am 
   Youth & Adult classes 

www.stjohnslutheranchurch.com 
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The Saintly Sewers 
continue to meet each 

week at 12:30pm on Tuesdays.   
 

Quilts are being finished and they  
are beautiful!  They will be a  
helpful gift for a family in need  

 

~ Thanks be to God ~ 

2022 Lenten season Midweek Wednesday services  
(Ash Wednesday - Palm Sunday)  

 

§ 11:00 am Worship (sanctuary)  
 

§ 6:30 pm study (Highland Hall)   "Witness at the Cross"  by Amy-Jill Levine.  
Each week it considers the perspective of a different person or groups of 
people who were witness to the crucifixion of Jesus and how we can find 
meaning in their experience today.  Everyone is welcome! 

 

§ 7:30 pm Taize Worship service (sanctuary)  
 

There are no meals this year out of an abundance of precaution 

Our Social Ministry Committee is once again distributing  Lenten boxes  
as an opportunity to assist our Lenten Journey.  

 

In past years, we have focused on filling these boxes  
with coins as a way to build faith practices that foster  
spiritual growth in sharing and spreading Godôs love.  
 
 

We ask that the boxes be returned by Easter Sunday. The funds collected will 
go to our Family Emergency Fund Family Emergency Fund Family Emergency Fund to help others  struggling with temporary  
financial challenges.   

 

You can pick up a Lenten box at each entrance to our sanctuary and in our  
vestibule (main entrance in rear of church) beginning Saturday, March 5th.    
The vestibule is open Monday ï Thursday, 9:00am-4:00pm and Friday and  
Saturday, 9:00am-7:00pm, as well as Sunday from 8:30-11:30 am.  Our Sunday 
school teachers will also have them available for their students.  If you have any 
questions, please call the church office (412)364-1606 or email us at  
sjlutheran@verizon.net 

Psalm 107, psalm 118, and psalm 136 all begin with the following:  
 

"O give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; for his steadfast love endures forever."   

Soli Deo Gloria!  (To God alone be the glory!) 
Pastor Kari Smail  

As you receive this newsletter, we give thanks that Pastor Beth Clementson has been called as the new associate pastor of  

St. John's of Highland!  She will begin her ministry here on April 1st.  We had a very positive weekend on February 26th and 

27th which affirmed that the Holy Spirit was at work in this process.  

I also give thanks for the dedication of our congregation in working together to sustain and strengthen our ministry over the last 

two and a half years so that we are able to go into this partnership in ministry ready to live into our vision for future ministry.  

I ask that you not only pray for Pastor Beth in the coming weeks, but also for Stewart Avenue Lutheran Church. While we  

celebrate her new call with us, they will enter a new chapter in their ministry as she finishes her time there. I also encourage 

you to get to know Pastor Beth and welcome her to St. John's of Highland.  As you do, remember that there will be many new 

people for her to get to know, so it may take a few times of sharing your name and what you do, and she will need grace along 

the way as she gets to know our church family and ministries.  
 

I am excited for St. John's to live into this new chapter in its ministry, and thankful that Pastor Beth has accepted a call to  

partner in this task! 

https://www.stjohnslutheranchurch.com/
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ST. JOHNôS MENTORING MINISTRY 

As requested in the CAT Survey conducted and discussed during the St. Johnôs Visioning Committee meetings last year,  

we are kicking off a new Mentoring Ministry in 2022.  Initially, we will provide mentoring in leadership skills with the  

primary goal to assist members of the congregation to be better prepared to lead committees.   
 

We plan to include content to improve communications, meeting facilitation, project management, and collaborative problem 

solving.  However, we hope to expand our offerings to include resume writing, interviewing, and other skills needed to help 

with career advancement.  If we have sufficient demand and get sufficient mentoring resources, we can expand to provide 

mentoring in other areas of interest as well.  Gardening, woodworking, and home repair were mentioned as possible topics.  

Our creativity and interest are our only limiting factors. 
 

If you have an interest in growing your leadership, career development, or personal interest skills, or if you are willing to share 

your experience and skills to help others grow, please email me at the address below.   
 

Thanks in advance for your consideration,  

John Miller, on behalf of the St. Johnôs Mentoring Ministry Jamiller65@verizon.net  #PayItForward   

Our Social Ministry Committee continues their  
outreach project, providing a monthly meal for people 
served by the Neighborhood Resilience Project.   

One of our Saintly Sewing members has already knitted several beautiful afghans that were delivered to the 
New Start Ministry as well as two beautiful casserole dishes!  Thanks Diane! 

 

The 2022 designated outreach for the Synod WELCA is New Start Furniture Ministry in 1999, a group of volunteers 

from Bethlehem Lutheran Church in Glenshaw began to collect gently used furniture and household items to help those 

who are struggling to turn their lives around.  The hope is to provide dignity, value and comfort to a person or family 

who may find themselves in a difficult situation and trying to create a new home and fresh start. Please consider  

supporting this ministry by donating new or gently used household furnishings and appliances.   

Some item suggestions are: 
 

 Bedding (twin, full, queen) Coffee Maker  Cooking Utensils Electric Can Opener 

 Electric Hand Mixer  Microwave   Pots & Pans  Silverware  

 Skillets Toaster  Vacuum Cleaner TV Antennas   

We will have a labeled donation bin in our vestibule for smaller items.  If you have a larger item, please  
contact New Start Ministry at (412) 213-8330 to make arrangement accommodations 

During Lent, our WELCA group will be putting together  
PERSONAL CARE KITS for Lutheran World Relief.  Each kit will be wrapped 
in a bath towel and include: 2 bars of soap, a toothbrush, a comb  
and nail clippers. 

 

Lutheran World Relief will distribute these to those in need due to  
catastrophic circumstances (floods, tornados, earthquakes, conflicts, etc.)   
We will have examples of the kits at the church for those who would  
like to join our effort. 
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It was time for our little piggy banks to have their physical check up.   
They both mentioned that they felt as if they were gaining a lot of weight.  

Further  examination revealed they were carrying around 
$306.09!  After a quick treatment, their ôweightô was  
donated to the Greater Pittsburgh Food Bank to feed others.   
 
 

Our piggy's feel fresh and renewed!  All of this activity wore 
them out and theyôll probably be hungry again soon.  Thank you to  
everyone who cares for our piggyôs and feeds them throughout the year!! 

January Actual     $  48,046.89  
January Budget    $  55,153.84  
Gain (Short Fall)             ($      7,106.95)   
 

YTD Actual                $   48,046.89  
YTD Budget               $   55,163.84  
Gain (Short Fall)              ($      7,106.95)  

YTD Income  $  48,046.89  
YTD Expenses   $  51,338.20  
Income (Loss)   $     3,291.31  

GENERAL FUND INCOME 

¶   If you would like to participate by helping  us  
 in preparing a meal on a Tuesday evening or 
 Wednesday after noon please email  
 Joumana Driscoll at  joumana.driscoll@gmail.com  
 or you may call her at (412) 606-8597 after 5 pm.   
 You can also call Dianne Barbin (412) 364-3045 

Zippered Mattress Cover (twin, full, queen)  
which allows them to accept slightly stained mattress donations. 

Small flat screen TV(older models wonôt work without cable) 

Gifts cards (Target, Walmart)  
which will be used to purchase  
well needed items that are not donated. 

* We continue to collect gently used clothing of all sizes and ages.   
They are delivered to HOPEôS CLOSET in Zelienople and offered to those in need at not 

mailto:Jamiller65@verizon.net
mailto:joumana.driscoll@gmail.com
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 PASTA BAKE FUNDRAISER ~ benefit the 2024 NATIONAL YOUTH GATHERING 
 

The NYG Youth is having a Pasta Bake Fundraiser on Saturday, March 12th & Sunday, March 13th.   

We are taking orders for Linda Nardinaôs famous Pasta Bake.  All orders are due by March 10
th
 and can be picked up 

on Saturday, March 12th 4pm ï 6:30pm & Sunday, March 13th 8am ï 12noon in Highland Hall.  Please chose from the 

list below and return it along with your payment to the church office.  If you have questions please contact  

Linda Meyerdierks at lmmeyers@zoominternet.net 
 
 

Your Name: ___________________________________  email/phone: _________________________ 
 
 

        I would like to order:  
 

 ____ # of Full trays of Pasta with meat (enough to feed 4 -6people) Cost: $12.00  
 ____ # of Full trays of Pasta without meat (enough to feed 4 -6people) Cost: $10.00  
 

 ____ # of Full trays of Gluten Free Pasta with meat (enough to feed 4 -6people) Cost: $12.00  
 ____ # of Full trays of Gluten Free Pasta without meat (enough to feed 4 -6people) Cost: $10.00  
 

 ____ # of 1/2 trays of Pasta with meat (enough to feed 2 -3 people) Cost: $6.00  
 ____ # of 1/2 trays of Pasta without meat (enough to feed 2 -3 people) Cost: $5.00  
 

 ____ # of 1/2 trays of Gluten Free Pasta with meat (enough to feed 2 -3 people) Cost: $6.00  
 ____ # of 1/2 trays of Gluten Free Pasta without meat (enough to feed 2 -3 people) Cost: $5.00  
 

Total Enclosed: $____________ 
 

You can also email your order to the church office at sjlutheran@verizon.net  

         WE PLAN TO HAVE IN-PERSON VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL THIS SUMMER JULY 11 - JULY 15!   
MORE INFORMATION TO COME... 

9ŒŘŗŋ .ňŚŖ9ŒŘŗŋ .ňŚŖ9ŒŘŗŋ .ňŚŖ 

Exciting 
Announcement 

     God Squad/Holy Kows Bowling Event - Sunday, March 20th 
 

 +*ėWcghė]bW`iXYgėVck`]b[&ėg\cYėfYbhU`ėUbXėd]nnU(ėėA]ghYbėhcėEUghcfė@Uf]Þgėkcfg\]dėUbbcibWYaYbhgė 
   and watch for further details in our Saturday announcement email!.   

 

& 

Proudly Present:  

APRIL 29th & 30th  
at 7:30 PM 

APRIL 30th  & MAY 1st  

at 2:00 PM  

CAST AUDITIONS:  March 13th at 7:00 PM 

  Featuring Songs from: 
 

~ Cabaret  
~ Wicked  
~ Anything Goes 
~ Hairspray  
~ Dear Evan Hansen  
~ Jersey Boys, 
~ Mamma Mia! 
~ Spamalot, and MORE 

If anyone has questions, please contact 
Bryan Abbott at 412-337-7115. 

Having fun Staying Young/Silver Sneakers meets in Highland Hall on Mondays and Thursdays at 10:00am.   

Gina Gray is our instructor and she adapts the class to individual needs.  Many insurance plans include Silver  

Sneakers activities for free.  For those of us who donôt have it included in our plan, a suggested donation is $2.00.  

Come and join us.   

Itôs fun to exercise with friends! 
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