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A Note from Pastor Beth 

 

 

Dear Friends in Christ,  
 

One of my favorite hymns is “We All Are One in Mission,” which we sang 

at my installation service on June 12.   I love this hymn, not just because the 

music for it is great, but because of the message it brings:  
 

“We all are one in mission; we all are one in call, our varied gifts united by 

Christ, the Lord of all. A single great commission compels us from above to 

plan and work together that all may know Christ’s love.” 
 

I find this hymn especially inspiring, given our congregation’s mission  

and vision statements and our desire to Make Christ Known in the world.  

As we enter into summer, it’s easy for us to forget about this mission to 

which we have been called. We get wrapped up in our summer plans,  

travelling, sitting on beautiful beaches, attending sporting events, lounging 

by the pool, etcetera, etcetera. And we forget that even though we’re not at 

church as often or for as long each week, that we’re still called to be Christ’s 

disciples in the world.  
 

“We all are called for service, to witness in God’s name. Our ministries are 

different; our purpose is the same: to touch the lives of others with God’s 

surprising grace, so every folk and nation may feel God’s warm embrace.” 
 

Whether we’re worshipping in the sanctuary on Sunday mornings, or our 

living room couches, or even a hotel room across the country, we’re still 

united in Christ. We’re still the Body of Christ in the world. And we’re each 

called to share the love of Christ through our many and varied gifts.  
 

“Now let us be united, and let our song be heard. Now let us be a vessel for 

God’s redeeming Word. We all are one in mission; we all are one in call, 

our varied gifts united by Christ, the Lord of all.” 
 

We are each unique in the ways that we can make an impact in the lives  

other others, and we are each called to make the effort to care for our  

neighbors near and far – even if we’re just encountering them for less than  

a minute when we’re on vacation! As we go about our summers, may we all 

take the opportunities to share the love and grace of God in large and small 

ways (no gesture done in love is too small!) – and in doing so, we will  

remain united in our mission to make Christ Known and as the body of 

Christ for the world.  
 

Have a blessed summer, dear friends 

Peace, 

Pastor Beth 

 

We continue to update our  
worship guidelines in light of  
current CDC recommendations  
Allegheny County is reporting a 
“high” community level of  
Covid cases.  As a result, their 
guidelines have the following 
“recommended actions based on 
current level:  Wear a mask  
indoors in public…. If you are  
at high risk for severe illness, 
consider taking additional  
precautions.”  As a result, church 
council strongly recommends 
mask wearing in our building.  
Masks are available at the main 
office entrance, as well as the  
entrances to the sanctuary.   
We will continue to monitor  
community levels and make you 
aware of changes as they take 
place, and we are hopeful that  
the number of cases will come 
down soon. 

 

Communion remains a no touch  
system and bulletins are available  
and accessible through your phone.  

St. John’s Worship Opportunities 
SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

  5:30pm ~ Indoor (Traditional)
      Outdoor (Contemporary) 

 

Worship services held outdoors 
twice per month Check the  

Saturday email for the location of 
the Saturday service, or if it is  

easier, leave a chair in your trunk 

SATURDAYS 

www.stjohnslutheranchurch.com  

SUNDAYS 
 8:30am ~ Traditional service 

10:00am ~ Contemporary service 
                       (with livestream) 

SEMIANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING ~ SUNDAY, JUNE 26, 2022  
 

Please join us in the Sanctuary between the early and late  worship services  
for our semiannual congregational meeting.  We will be voting for our new  

Church Council members.   

https://www.stjohnslutheranchurch.com/
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PLEASANT VALLEY MEN’S SHELTER:  
 
 

On the 4th Wednesday of each month members of our congregation provide a dinner to those men staying at  

the shelter that night.   Thank you to the Diane Hamley and Kim Gettemy for providing the meal to the men  

at the Pleasant Valley Shelter in May.  If you’d like to be involved in this Social Ministry Committee outreach  

project please contact Jean Martz  (412) 364-2894 or Dianne Barbin (412) 364-3045 

                  Special Summer Music 
 
 

                If you have a musical gift to share,  

     you are invited to reach out to Joe Tuttle or Erik Roth 

   (erikjroth@gmail.com) who can help schedule the right  

  weekend, the right piece of music,  

  and/or a small ensemble or  

accompaniment to work  

with you as needed. 

At our last meeting, the WELCA group at St. John’s decided to give $100 to the Pleasant Valley Men’s Shelter and 

$100 to Bethlehem Haven.  We try to keep supporting the many charities who are so in need of funding. 
 

During our study time, we continued learning about the book of Romans.  This moth the topic was  

All Are Welcome.  We had some good discussion and a delicious snack thanks to Suzanne Harlan. 
 

The WELCA group will meet on June 21 for a pot luck dinner at 6:00pm in Highland Hall.  Instead of  doing our 

study, this will be a social evening with fun time to meet and have conversation with the female part of our  

St. John’s family.  Oneita Higham will share some thoughts about St. John’s past.   

   All women are welcome and encouraged to come! 

Some Ministry Highlights 

Linda Augustine & Sallie Simpson 

Bill, Amy, Nova & Jetta Kroll 

Lloyd, Kathy, Seth & Nathaniel White 

Ernest & Kathleen Stuckler 

Bob  Wendy David 

Sheila DesCosmo 

SSSAINTLYAINTLYAINTLY   SSSEWERSEWERSEWERS    

Our Saintly Sewers have been busy sewing back packs and quilts.  Recently we made a  

quilt for Gene Kesner using some of the decorations that were displayed for his retirement 

party.  Gene was always supporting the Saintly Sewers with our many projects.   

He made us a rolling shelf that contains two sewing machines and various equipment  

so that we did not have to carry each item out individually.  He often helped us with our  

set up and was always right there helping when we are packing all of our donations up  

for Lutheran World Relief.  Gene has been a blessing to us and to so many and we say  
 

“Thanks Gene!” 

 Gently used but still in good condition Summer clothing of all sizes and ages  
  that we deliver to HOPE’S CLOSET in Zelienople. 
        Diapers and baby supplies that are delivered to Blessed Bundles Ministry  
       in New Kensington 
 Household and kitchen items for the New Start Furniture Ministry in Glenshaw 

We continue  
to collect: 

mailto:erikjroth@gmail.com


 

To St. our John’s Family, 
 

Norman and I are so grateful for 

all the support you have sent 
our way following my illness.   

It is such a blessing that  
prayers, cards, and your  

wonderful food dishes make it 

comforting to feel the  
support our church family  

provides for each other. 
 

Mary Jean Voight 
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Our community FREE SUPPLY PANTRY helps those in our community who have  

a hard time affording hygiene, first aid, cleaning paper and school supplies.   

Unfortunately, our supply level is very low right now so if you are able to  

contribute items, you can drop them off at the church office or simply place them 

in the box. 
 

 ITEMS NEEDED FOR THE PANTRY INCLUDE: 
 

  CLEANING SUPPLIES (WIPES, SPRAYS, ETC.) 

  PAPER TOWELS, TOILET PAPER, FACE TISSUE 

  FIRST AID & GENERAL MEDICINE CABINET SUPPLIES 

  SHAMPOO, SOAP, TOOTHPASTE 

  FEMININE HYGIENE SUPPLIES 
 

 Please do not include: Food - Medicine - Anything that can spoil 

St. John’s Preschool is sponsoring a children’s clothes drive this summer.  From June 6 

through August 15, donations of new or gently used clothes sized 3T - 6T can be dropped 

off in the labeled bin located in our vestibule (main entrance lobby in back of the church)  

between 9:00am – 4:00pm (Monday – Thursday) and from 9:00am Fridays – 11:00am on 

Sundays.  Along with this sized clothing, St. John’s continues collecting baby supplies 

(diapers, baby wipes, etc.) as well as clothing for children up to size 14, ALL to assist  

the Blessed Bundles Ministry which operates out of the Lutheran Church of Our Savior in 

North Huntingdon, PA.  These supply items can continue to be dropped in our labeled bin 

also located in our vestibule. 

With Appreciation……... 

Thank you to  
Gene Kesner for 30 

great years of ministry!  
You are a blessing!  

 

We had a retirement celebration  
for Gene on Sunday, May 29th  

and it was a meaningful and fun  
experience. Thanks to all who helped 
put the event together as well as to  
all who contributed to his gift and 

came to celebrate!  
 

We hope that Gene has a blessed  
new journey as he continues to  

expand his adventures in retirement 
and we also hope that Gene knows 

that he always has  
a place to call home.   

 

God bless you Gene! 



~ March 2022 ~ Financially Speaking 
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           General Fund Income  
 

May Actual        $  55,559.34 
 

May Budget             $  55,153.83 
 

Gain (Short Fall)     $       405.51       
 

YTD Actual                 $  269,150.19 
 

YTD Budget                $  275,769.17 
 

Gain (Short Fall)       ($     6,618.98) 
 

YTD Income $  269,150.19  
 

YTD Expenses $  297,924.72      
 

Income (Loss)         ($    28,774.53) 

We would like to thank the congregation for their support in keeping their pledges up to date in these difficult times. 

Thrivent Grant Possibilities 
 

If you are a Thrivent member, did you know that you 
can apply for a grant to assist one of our ministries here 
at St. John’s?  It’s an easy way to contribute towards 
the goals of each ministry to Make Christ Known and 
it’s at  no extra cost to you.   
 

If you have question about how this program works, 
please contact Eric Kofmehl at 412-860-1585  
or email him at ekofmehl@yahoo.com  

The Saintly Sewers will begin sewing back packs and  
putting together school kits for Lutheran World Relief  
to ship in September.  When you go school shopping 
please help us by purchasing the materials for a kit.   
This will help many children.  Thank you in advance! 

Each kit contains the following items: 

  Summer Bible Study - Wednesdays - beginning August 3—September 7 
 

 

Our Summer Bible Study will take place on Wednesdays at 7:00 pm from AUG. 3rd - SEPT. 7th.  
We will be looking at a study by Max Lucado entitled, "How Happiness Happens." Over the 6 weeks  
we will discuss the following topics: "Accept One Another, Bear with One Another, Serve One Another,  
Forgive One Another, Carry One Another's Burdens, Love One Another."  We hope you can join us for 
any or all of these sessions as we ponder "How Happiness Happens"!  

Drive Thru Back to School Blessing!  August 21:  4:00pm - 6:00pm 
 
 

On Sunday, August 21st we will be having a Drive Thru Back to School Blessing! Feel free to drive  
through any time between 4:00-6:00 pm with anyone returning to school for a blessing as well as  
a take home reminder of the event that can go with students to school. As you are running around  
getting ready for the big start day, we hope that you stop by church for a blessing!  

 

 August 4 @ 6:30PM (weather permitting)  Animal  Blessing Service 
 

 

 On Tuesday, August 4th we will be having our annual Animal Blessing Service!  

 It will take place, weather permitting, at 6:30 pm in the garden area of the church grounds. 
Even if you don't have a pet, it is a fun event to attend. Refreshments will be provided. If you have a lawn 
chair to bring, that's great, if not, we are happy to provide you with a chair from church. Hope to see you 

there as we give thanks for all of God's creatures!  

SUMMER TRAVELS 
SEEMS THE LAZY DAYS OF SUMMER HAVE DISAPPEARED? AS OUR PASTORS AND STAFF SEEK SOME RESPITE TIME TO  

RECHARGE, WE GRACIOUSLY ASK FOR YOUR PATIENCE AND UNDERSTANDING DURING VARYING VACATION TIMES.   
ST. JOHN’S MISSION IN “MAKING CHRIST KNOWN” CONTINUES ALWAYS!  THANK YOU 

mailto:ekofmehl@yahoo.com?subject=Thrivent%20Grant%20questions


Having fun Staying Young/Silver Sneakers meets in Highland Hall on Mondays and Thursdays at 

10:00am.  Gina Gray is our instructor and she adapts the class to individual needs.  Many insurance plans 

include Silver Sneakers activities for free.  For those of us who don’t have it included in our plan,  

a suggested donation is $2.00.  Come and join us.   

It’s fun to exercise with friends! 

We are having our  front parking lot repaired and repaved hopefully the week of July 20th.   

As with all large outdoor projects like this, specific dates and deadlines can be affected by weather conditions 

and other factors that we cannot control.   

There will be two days when no one can enter the church parking lot.   
Please watch for signs when entering the lot which will direct you where you can drive and park during this  

process.  We appreciate your patience and understanding and are looking forward to a nice smooth driving  

experience in the future! 

Front Parking Lot Paving 

Youth News 

Activities at St. John’s 
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ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL INFORMATION   

COST INCLUDES: 

July 11 - 15 ~ 5:30pm - 8:00p.m. 

FOR THOSE TURNING AGE 4 IN SEPT/OCT THROUGH  grade 5 

SUGGESTED DONATION:  

***Register On-Line at stjohnslutheranchurch.com by clicking on the VBS link  
(beginning May 23, 2022) 

Make checks payable to  

St. John’s Lutheran Church 

 Bible buddies  

 Sciency-fun gizmos  

Plus 1 CD VBS music per family 

$25 per child  Snack  

T-Shirt 

https://www.stjohnslutheranchurch.com
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St. John’s Current Staff 

PASTOR KARI B. SMAIL SENIOR PASTOR 

PASTOR BETH CLEMENTSON ASSOCIATE PASTOR 

RON BALING DIR. OF CONTEMPORARY MUSIC 

JOSEPH TUTTLE ORGANIST & DIR. OF CHOIRS 

MARY LYNNE MARTIN OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR/A/R 

RICH VOLPE ACCOUNTS PAYABLE CLERK 

LAURA COOMBS CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER 

JENNIFER BOLINDA DIR. OF ST. JOHN’S PRESCHOOL 

LINDA MEYERDIERKS YOUTH MINISTRY COORDINATOR 

MIKE SHELEHEDA BUILDING USAGE COORDINATOR 

KIM GETTEMY PRESIDENT -WORSHIP & MUSIC 

JOUMANA DRISCOLL VICE PRESIDENT -SOCIAL MINISTRY 

EMMETT BROWN TREASURER -FINANCE 

EMILY BOVAN SECRETARY -YOUTH MINISTRY 

PASTOR SMAIL SENIOR PASTOR 

PASTOR CLEMENTSON ASSOCIATE PASTOR 

JOHN ANGEL PRESCHOOL 

SCOTT CELIN MUTUAL MINISTRY 

JAMIE DAVIS CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

JOE LOGAN CEMETERY 

SCOTT NARDINA PROPERTY 

JIM ROBERTSON STEWARDSHIP 

CRIS RUFFOLO FELLOWSHIP 

ELLEN SKIRPAN EVANGELISM 

Current Church Council Members 


