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A Note from Pastor Beth 

 

~Communion~ 
We offer a hybrid style of  

receiving our Lord’s Supper.  
Those attending services in  

person may choose to come up to 
the Altar to receive bread and 

wine, or remain in their seat and  
participate with our current no 

touch method.  
 

For those who are more  
comfortable still worshiping at 

home, consecrated cups are  
available for pickup in the  

vestibule at the main entrance of 
the church office area 9am  

Friday – Sunday morning to be 
used while participating with the 
Sunday 10:00am worship stream. 

Sundays 
8:15am ~ Traditional service 

10:45am ~ Live streamed 
Contemporary service 

www.stjohnslutheranchurch.com  

OUR WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 

Saturdays 
5:30pm ~ Traditional 

Christian Education 
We offer Sunday School options  
for the entire family on Sunday 

mornings from 9:30am - 10:30am 

We are excited and energized to 
begin a new program year!   
On September 11, we will  

kick-off of our Christian  
Education opportunities.   

Join us in our sanctuary at 9:30am 
to learn about Sunday School  
options for the whole family.   
If you have a child that will be  

attending this year, please email  
the church office their name,  

grade level and any individual 
needs they may have. 

Dear Friends in Christ,  
 

“We have many parts in one body, but the parts don’t all have the same 
function.  In the same way, though there are many of us, we are one body  
in Christ, and individually we belong to each other.” – Romans 12:4-5 

 

It may feel hard to believe, but our program year is upon us! Kids, teachers, 
admins, and support staff are back in schools, and in just a short time,  
we’ll be back into full swing of our programing at the church! I know that 
your lives are busy, but we have so many fun things going on at the church, 
and we want you to be a part of it! So, here’s your official invitation! 
 

Soon we’ll be starting to incorporate most of our “normal” things back  
into worship – the choir will be singing again, kids will be invited to come 
forward for the children’s sermons and to play instruments during the  
sending hymns, we’ll have acolytes and worship assistants, bell choir,  
and children’s choir! Sunday school for all ages is going to be back in full 
swing soon! There will be coffee hour on Sunday mornings. We’ve got 
Nunsense this Fall and Bethlehem in the Winter! We’ll have events for 
youth and families and events for adults! There will be opportunities to 
serve the church and the community.  
 

We’re gearing up for such a fun year and we hope that you’ll be here for it! 
Like Paul wrote to the Romans, we are one body in Christ and we belong to 
each other. And like our personal bodies, as a church body we have many 
parts, but we all have different functions – and all are needed to be whole. 
Our church community is at it’s best when we are together; with all our 
many and varied talents, skills, and passions.  
 

So, if you’d like to participate in worship leadership, a church event,  
a church committee – or want to plug in somehow but don’t know where  
yet – get in touch with myself or Pastor Kari. We’d love to help you get 
connected or discern where your interests are leading you to get involved 
within our church community!  
 

My prayer is that this year will be an enriching year for us all! May we feel 
renewed to continue our mission to “Make CHRIST Known” in the world. 
And may we continue to be a community where all are welcome – where we 
show up and care for one another, where we accept one another for who we 
are, where we sing and laugh together, where we support one another 
through our life journeys, and where the possibilities to serve one another, 
our community, and Christ are endless.  
 

Blessings to you all on the start of this new program year!    

Peace,    
Pastor Beth  

There will be sign-up sheets in our narthex for ushers, lectors, 
communion deacons and acolytes for the months of October, 
November and December. 

We are introducing a new method of scheduling our weekly worship assistants. 

You can choose which service date and time works best with your  
individual schedules.  The office will check the lists weekly and if 
there are any unfilled needs, we will assign volunteers based on 
our current volunteer listings.   

If you have never had the opportunity to participate in our worship services this way,  
it’s a great way to get involved.  Please email the church office at sjlutheran@verizon.net, or call (412)364-1606. 

https://www.stjohnslutheranchurch.com/
mailto:sjlutheran@verizon.net?subject=Worship%20Assistants%20question


Having fun Staying Young/Silver Sneakers meets in Highland Hall on Mondays and Thursdays at 
10:00am.  Gina Gray is our instructor and she adapts the class to individual needs.  Many insurance plans 
include Silver Sneakers activities for free.  For those of us who don’t have it included in our plan,  
a suggested donation is $2.00.  Come and join us.   

It’s fun to exercise with friends! 

Pleasant Valley Men’s Shelter:  
 
 

On the 4th Wednesday of each month members of  
our congregation provide a dinner to those men  
staying at the Pleasant Valley Shelter. 
 

Thank you to Cathy Coudriet and family  
for providing the July meal.   

 

If you’d like to be involved in this Social Ministry 
Committee outreach project please contact  

Dianne Barbin (412) 364-3045 or  
Jean Martz  (412) 364-2894. 

Activities at St. John’s 

Some Ministry Highlights 
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 We are finishing up their work for 
this year.  We hope to have, quilts,  backpacks, 
and Personal Care kits ready to be delivered on 
October 5. We will also pay to have these sent 
overseas. If you would like to help the Saintly 
Sewers with the cost of the shipping fees we will have  
envelopes on each of the quilts when we bring the to church 
to be blessed.  A suggested donation of $5 would help us to 
send all of the items to our brothers and sisters overseas.   

Women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of America 

Our WELCA group continues to support the Blessed Bundles ministry.  Two full car loads of “goodies’ were  
delivered last week to help those young families who are in need.  Thank you St John’s PreSchool for the clothing 
you sent and St John’s members for your generous gifts. 
 

Throughout the year our St.John’s Family supports the Saintly Sewers and our Lutheran World Relief ministries. 
Material is often donated, sometimes by just appearing by the door and others help by donating to our fund.  Many 
come out to help us with some of our ongoing tasks like tying the quilts.  All of our supplies for the backpacks and 
Personal Care Kits come from donations from our St. John’s Family.  This week we even had a first grader, Marie 
Bosco’s granddaughter, Hannah, who helped us by organizing and counting all of the school supplies used to fill the 
backpacks.  She worked hard taking things out of their packaging, putting pencils and pens in groups of 5 with rubber 
bands around them, and placing all the items in their own groups ready to fill the bags.  Well done Hannah!   
You are always welcome to join us ~ Thank you friends for all your help! 
 

We will be blessing the quilts, backpacks, and kits during our worship services the weekend of September 24 and 25. 
 

Our ladies WELCA group will meet once again on Tuesday, September 20, at 7;00 in Highland Hall.  Our guest 
speaker will be Judith Bukambu.  She will be sharing with us some history and stories of the children in Tanzania that 
we support through our “A Gift for Joy” ministry.  All ladies are welcome! 

 

As most of you know, last year, as part of my Eagle Scout project, I built and placed a  
Free Community Pantry at St. John’s near the rear entrance. Because of the generosity  
of many donors, I had enough money to supply the pantry for the next year and a half.  
Now that I am back in college and coming to an end of those funds, I’d like to ask the  
St. John’s Family to help and continue resupplying the pantry with unopened, non-food items. 
Please consider donating hygiene, first aid, cleaning and personal supplies.  
At this time of year school supplies are also greatly appreciated.  The pantry has been used by 
the community, but I ask that you also spread the word about it so that those in need in our 
community know about it. Thanks! 
      Clay Sheleheda; Eagle Scout Troop 335 



YTD Income vs. Budget through July 2022 

YTD Income Budgeted        $ 386,076.83 

YTD Income Received        $ 371,447.77 

Over (Under) Budgeted   ($   14,629.06)   

YTD Expenses vs Budget through July 2022 

YTD Expenses Budgeted    $386,076.83 

YTD Expenses Incurred      $329,760.67  

Over (Under) Budgeted    ($ 56,316.16)  

YTD Income less Expenses through July 2022 

YTD Income Received        $371,447.77 

YTD Expenses Incurred      $329,760.67****     

YTD Surplus (Deficit)        $  41,687.10 

****In addition to YTD expenses incurred under 

the 2022 Operating Budget, the Congregation,   

at the Congregational annual meeting in January, 

authorized Church Council to: (i) disburse 

$16,000 to our non-profit partners in ministry; and 

(ii) spend up to $100,000 during 2022 for major 

maintenance.  To date, Church Council has  

dispersed the $16,000 and spent $56,388  

of the $100,000 toward the cost of repaving and 

sealing the parking lots. 

2022 Operating Budget 
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St. John’s Current Staff 

Pastor Kari Smail Senior Pastor 
Pastor Beth Clementson Associate Pastor 
Ron Baling Dir. of Contemporary Music 
Joseph Tuttle Organist & Dir. of Choirs 
Mary Lynne Martin Office Administrator/A/R 
Rich Volpe Accounts Payable Clerk 
Laura Coombs Chief Financial Officer 
Jennifer Bolinda Dir. of St. John’s Preschool 

Linda Meyerdierks Youth Ministry Coordinator 
Mike Sheleheda Building Usage Coordinator 
Gene Kesner Part-time Custodian 

Emmett Brown President  - Property 
Ellen Skirpan Vice President  - Evangelism 
Scott Nardina Treasurer - Finance 
Emily Bovan Secretary  - Youth Ministry 
Pastor Smail Senior Pastor 
Pastor Clementson Associate Pastor 
Scott Celin Mutual Ministry 
Jamie Davis Christian Education 
Jessica Gamaché Stewardship 
Tony Good Social Ministry 
Joe Logan Cemetery 
Steve Gottschalk Preschool  
Cris Ruffolo Fellowship 
Ellen Skirpan Evangelism 
Wendy West Hickey Worship & Music 

Current Church Council Members 

Activities at St. John’s continued……. 

NUNSENSE is presented by arrangement with Concord Theatricals. 
www.concordtheatricals.com 

& 

Proudly Present: 

Highland Hall 
St. John’s Lutheran Church 

311 Cumberland Road 
Pittsburgh, PA 15237 

October 28th & 29th at 7:30 PM 
October 29 & 30th at 2:00 PM 

A Musical Comedy 
Book, Music and Lyrics by:  Dan Goggin  

Tickets are  
FREE 

and can be picked up  
after Church Services  

in Highland Hall  
(Starting on Sept 24th)  

 

Or call 

412-364-1606 
to reserve tickets. 

 We want to thank Jim Cislon for his carpentry skills in 
creating this display which is by the first door entering 

Highland Hall.  If you get a chance, stop by to see  
a piece of St. John’s history! 


