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A Note from Pastor Kari 

 

 BETHLEHEM IS BACK! 
 
 

"…for, behold, I bring you good news of a  
great joy which will come to all the  
people; for to you is born this day in the city  
of David a Savior who is Christ the Lord."   
  Luke 2:10 
 
 

Preparations will soon be underway as we bring back our beloved community presentation, A Visit to Bethlehem, 
on December 3, 4, 10 and 11.  It’s hard to believe that we’ve been presenting Bethlehem for over 20 years,  
with hundreds of  members of our congregation volunteering and over 10,000 walk-through participants being 
touched by the true meaning of Christmas.  
 

We need you! Volunteers of all ages are needed for set-up and take-down, touch-up painting and prop gathering, 
baking, greeting and ushering, and appearing in costume in the village as we weave, stomp grapes, sing, throw  
pottery and tell the story of the nativity. Even babies are welcome to play the role of Jesus in our humble stable. 
Contact AVisitToBethlehem@gmail.com for more information. 
 

We also hope you’ll spread the word among your neighbors, friends and co-workers. Starting November 1,  
we’ll have flyers available at the church reception desk to display at your workplace, preschool, drycleaners,  
bank, local market or even in your car window.   
 

As Luke points out, this is good news, of a great joy, for all people. Please join us in this wonderful fellowship  
opportunity and help us let everyone know! And thanks to the entire congregation for your continued and generous 
support of A Visit to Bethlehem.   

~Communion~ 
We offer a hybrid style of  

receiving our Lord’s Supper.  
Those attending services in  

person may choose to come up to 
the Altar to receive bread and 

wine, or remain in their seat and  
participate with our current no 

touch method.  
 

For those who are more  
comfortable still worshiping at 

home, consecrated cups are  
available for pickup in the  

vestibule at the main entrance of 
the church office area 9am  

Friday – Sunday morning to be 
used while participating with the 
Sunday 10:45am worship stream. 

Sundays 
8:15am ~ Traditional service 

10:45am ~ Live streamed 
Contemporary service 

www.stjohnslutheranchurch.com  

OUR WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 

Saturdays 
5:30pm ~ Traditional 

Christian Education 
We offer Sunday School options  
for the entire family on Sunday 

mornings from 9:30am - 10:30am 

The month of October is upon us and our program year is in  
full swing - thanks be to God!  

 

Sunday School and Preschool are back; adult and youth choirs 
are practicing; youth groups are meeting; Cumberland Kids is  

returning; Nunsense is coming together; our Stewardship Season 
is beginning; and plans for Bethlehem are underway!  

 

In worship, hearts have been warmed as we have incorporated 
some of our former traditions such as communion at stations  

and children sermons on the steps. There is energy and  
excitement in the air - thanks be to God!  

 

I encourage you to peruse this newsletter to learn more about all 
that is going on this month, and to find something that you can 

participate in. Being a part of a community of faith can be such a 
blessing to our lives, in part because of the opportunity it affords 
us to be a blessing to others. Thank you for being a part of this 

community of faith and for the blessing that you are!  
 

Soli Deo Gloria! 
(To God Alone be the Glory!) 

Pastor Kari Smail 

mailto:AVisitToBethlehem@gmail.com
https://www.stjohnslutheranchurch.com/
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Pleasant Valley Men’s Shelter:  
 
 

On the 4th Wednesday of each month members of our congregation provide a dinner to those men staying at the  
Pleasant Valley Shelter.  Thank you to our Social Ministry Committee members for providing the  

September meal.  If you’d like to be involved in this Ministry outreach project please contact  
Dianne Barbin (412) 364-3045  
or Jean Martz  (412) 364-2894. 

Women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of America 

Women from many WELCA groups gathered at Lutherlyn on Saturday, September 17th, for a retreat sponsored by 
the Southwest and Northwest synods.  Four of our ladies attended – Jean Martz, Cathy Coudriet, Pat Wright and 
Carole Helvig.  There was a lovely worship service in the Lutherlyn chapel led by Pastor Ellen Lundie (Bethlehem 
Lutheran Church in Glenshaw) followed by a Bible Study focusing on The Lord’s Prayer.  Jeannie North then led a 
discussion regarding the Prayer Shawl ministry.   Upon conclusion, every participant received a beautiful shawl.  
Pastor Stephen Bond led a workshop entitled, “How are you wrapped” where he described how to incorporate art 
and poetry with prayer.  The final workshop provided a powerful presentation on Human Trafficking, which we will 
discuss next month. 
 

On the following Tuesday, during our regularly scheduled September WELCA meeting, we welcomed Judith  
Bukambu as our guest speaker for the evening.  She shared her experiences of living in Tanzania, her home  
country; their cultures, how the people live and what they do during any given day.  Judith also shared news about 
the 3 children we are supporting there, Anita, Joyce and Erick.  We provide the cost of schooling for the two girls 
and medical help for Erick who has HIV.  We recently sent money to buy Erick a mountain bike to help with his 
long ride to public school and to purchase a raincoat, shoes, and other essentials, as well as for food so he could have 
lunch.  Judith talked about the guardian of the girls who is an 87 year old deacon of the church.  He watches over 
these two girls (who are not related to him).  What a blessing this man is for these girls.  Few talked about other 
ways we could help these children have a better life. 
 

Judith expressed her gratitude to our congregation for all the help we give and for being there for her daughter 
Janice, her husband Elibariki and little Eliel.  It gives her and her husband, Solomon, great comfort to know that we 
are here to embrace her family. 
 

After the presentation we enjoyed a delicious dessert from Jean Martz, who then also presented Judith with a pretty 
fall mum plant to thank her for coming and sharing. 
 

We will meet next month at 7:00pm on Tuesday, October 8.   
All women are welcome and encouraged to come.   

Let’s keep our ladies group working hard to  
‘Make Christ Known’. 

Social Ministry is hosting a fall food drive for North Side Common Ministries food bank.  
Groceries bags will be handed out on Saturday and Sunday, October 22nd & 23rd.   
 

The donations should be returned on Sunday November 13th.   
 

This Northside food bank services zip codes 15212, 15214, & 15233 where 1000 families shop 
each month.  If you have questions please contact Jean Martz at jvmartz@yahoo.com   
or Janet Schmitt at schmittjk@comcast.net              

In December we will be collecting 

Christmas gifts for children in need. 
The families & social ministries appreciate your generosity!    

mailto:jvmartz@yahoo.com?subject=Fall%20Food%20Drive
mailto:schmittjk@comcast.net?subject=Fall%20Food%20Drive
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We completed 40 quilts, 53 backpacks,  
and 21 Health kits this year.   

 

They were displayed in our sanctuary for the services  
on September 24 and 25.  They were blessed during  
the services and are now on their way to be delivered  
to Lutheran World Relief.  Most of the material was  
donated and some fabric and batting was provided  
by two Thrivent Grants we received this year. 

 

Thank you to the ladies who sew, iron, tie, and cut fabric.   
Thank you to the congregation for donating material and  
encouraging us throughout the year.  Thank you for the school  
supplies that fill the backpacks and the donations for the health  
kits that are a blessing to many.   
 
 

Thanks be to God for all this great work! 
 
 

              Saintly Sewers meet each Tuesday at  
  12:30pm in Highland Hall.  No sewing  
  knowledge is necessary (REALLY).   
  We are a friendly group and have a lot  
  of fun creating these beautiful gifts.   
 
    Come and see!   
    Join our group! 

 

We have many activities each week here at  
St. John’s.  For everyone’s safety, please  

remember to drive slowly and follow traffic  
directional signs in our parking lot.  If you would 
like to reserve space in the building, please email 

Mike Sheleheda, our Building Use Coordinator,  
at scheduling@stjohnslutheranchurch.com. 

mailto:scheduling@stjohnslutheranchurch.com
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at St John's Lutheran Church of Highland 

6:30 pm to 8:30 pm 
 
 
 

Join us for a fun evening of board games and Pizza in  
Highland Hall and bring your friends and your favorite game to play! 

 Open to teens from 6th grade to 12th grade.  
Different board games will be set up and there will also be organized group games.  

 
 

Please RSVP to with your name and age.  A suggested donation to help 
cover the cost of pizza and snacks is $5, but all are welcome regardless of whether a donation is given. 

We look forward to getting back to this fun night of fellowship together!. 

This program is open to all 1st through 8th 
graders.  The program will consist of  
recreation and activities in our gym and  
fellowship hall, help with homework, plus a 
meal.  The suggested donation per student is 
$3 per week. 
 

Register your child now! Please send a  
completed registration form to St. John’s,  
or fax it to the church (412-364-8477)  

 
If you would like to drive your child to the program, students may be dropped off at St. John’s by car.  
Students may also drive to St. John’s from McKnight and Carson with volunteers from the church.   
In order for you to pick up your child at school or have your child drive from school with a volunteer from 
McKnight or Carson, a note will need to be sent to your child’s homeroom teacher giving permission for 
this to occur.   

 

(1st – 4th grade) + KINDERGARTEN  
ARE INVITED TO ATTEND THE PARTY! 

 WHEN: October 27th, 2019 
 

 WHERE:  Fellowship Hall 
 

 TIME:  12pm - 1:45pm 
 

(Event hosted by the Sr. High Youth And the Holy K.O.W.S.) 
 

We will have Pizza, snacks & play games! Please come join 
the fun and DON’T FORGET YOUR COSTUME. 

If you have any questions please email Linda Meyerdierks  
at lmmeyers@zoominternet.net or call 724-772-0024. 

Hope to see you there! 

 

 
The Saintly Sewers want to thank the  
St. John’s family for their generous  
contributions to our shipping fund.   

 

$483.31 was collected last  
weekend.  Thanks be to God! 

Thank you to our  
‘Somewhere In Betweener’s’  

group for the beautiful benches  
on our front patio area 

Youth Events 

With Appreciation….. 

STARTING  October 5, 2022  
3:45-5:45 PM on Wednesdays 

 

Cumberland Kids  
~ an afterschool program ~ 
for 1st through 8th graders 

 

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH  
OF HIGHLAND 

311 CUMBERLAND RD;  
McCANDLESS 15237 

mailto:lmmeyers@zoominternet.net


Having fun Staying Young/Silver 
Sneakers meets in Highland Hall 
on Mondays and Thursdays at 
10:00am.   
 
Gina Gray is our instructor and she 
adapts the class to individual needs.   

 
Many insurance plans include Silver Sneakers 
activities for free.  For those of us who don’t 
have it included in our plan, a suggested donation 
is $2.00.  Come and join us.   

It’s fun to exercise with friends! 
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YTD Income vs. Budget through August 2022 

YTD Income Budgeted        $ 441,230.67 

YTD Income Received        $ 416,123.54 

Over (Under) Budgeted   ($   25,107.13)   

YTD Expenses vs Budget through August  2022 

YTD Expenses Budgeted    $441,230.67 

YTD Expenses Incurred      $375,807.18  

Over (Under) Budgeted    ($ 65,423.49)  

YTD Income less Expenses through Auhust 2022 

YTD Income Received        $416,123.54 

YTD Expenses Incurred      $375,807.18****     

YTD Surplus (Deficit)        $  40,316.36 

****In addition to YTD expenses incurred under 
the 2022 Operating Budget, the Congregation,   

at the Congregational annual meeting in January, 
authorized Church Council to: (i) disburse 
$16,000 to our non-profit partners in ministry; and 
(ii) spend up to $100,000 during 2022 for major 
maintenance.  To date, Church Council has  

dispersed the $16,000 and spent $61,238 

of the $100,000 toward the cost of repaving and 
sealing the parking lots and repair of roof. 

Proudly Present: 

NUNSENSE is presented by arrangement with Concord Theatricals. 
www.concordtheatricals.com 

& 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 
311 Cumberland Road 
Pittsburgh, PA 15237 

October 28th & 29th at 7:30 PM 
October 29th & 30th at 2:00 PM 

A Musical Comedy 
Book, Music and Lyrics by:  Dan Goggin  

Tickets are  
FREE 

and can be picked up  
after Church Services  

in Highland Hall  

2022 Operating Budget 

Or call 

412-364-1606 
to reserve tickets. 

Activities at St. John’s 


