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~Communion~ 
We offer a hybrid style of  

receiving our Lord’s Supper.  
Those attending services in  

person may choose to come up to 
the Altar to receive bread and 

wine, or remain in their seat and  
participate with our current no 

touch method.  
 

For those who are more  
comfortable still worshiping at 

home, consecrated cups are  
available for pickup in the  

vestibule at the main entrance of 
the church office area 9am  

Friday – Sunday morning to be 
used while participating with the 
Sunday 10:45am worship stream. 

Sundays 
8:15am ~ Traditional service 

10:45am ~ Live streamed 
Contemporary service 

www.stjohnslutheranchurch.com  

OUR WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 

Saturdays 
5:30pm ~ Traditional 

Christian Education 
We offer Sunday School options  
for the entire family on Sunday 

mornings from 9:30am - 10:30am 

Dear Friends in Christ,  
 

Just recently I was reminiscing with my friend about a trip we took together 
several years ago. We went back to our college alma mater, Thiel College, 
for a sorority alumni event. Our conversation has caused me to think a lot 
about that trip these last few days and what I took away from it.  
 

Going back to Thiel was quite a surreal experience. It had been about 6 
years since I had last been on campus. While much of the campus still 
looked the same, there were some major changes. There was a new  
communications center built, the largest classroom on campus had been  
given a huge facelift (new seats, new technology, new paint: the works!), 
there were new student lounges throughout the main academic building,  
and the café area of the student center was new and improved.  
 

It was fun to see all the freshman walking around campus with their  
lanyards around their necks laughing together as they went to check their 
mailboxes in the mail room. I was sent right back to when I was that  
freshman walking around campus with my friends not thinking about the 
day when I would be an alumni who would only get to visit Thiel once  
every handful of years.  
 

I considered Thiel my home for 4 years, and to go back and visit it truly  
felt as though I was coming home. Even though there were some changes 
and the people were new, it was still the same place where I gained  
independence, had a community that I still consider a family, and learned 
more than I could have ever imagined (both in and out of class).  
 

As I have been reminiscing, I’ve realized that church is the same way.  
Even though I have only been a part of St. John’s for a relatively short  
time so far, I have seen just how much of a family this congregation is.  
St. John’s is a place where kids are growing up, learning, making friends, 
and discovering who they are. Parents find kindred spirits who they can  
relate to and realize they aren’t the only ones whose kids are hilarious and 
totally unpredictable. Young adults find a place where they can plug into  
the community. Empty nesters find friends who they can pass the time with 
as they navigate life with grown children who have dispersed throughout the 
country and world.  It’s a community of generations who connect through 
their faith and through the love of Jesus Christ.  
 

The church building may be different than how it started some 200 years 
ago, rooms may be altered with new paint or carpet, but this building  
remains a place that we can call home. St. John’s is a place that we can  
always come back to, whether we are gone for more than 2 years because  
of a pandemic, or we go away for just a weekend vacation, or move away 
for a period of time, we always have a place and a family to come back to. 
I can’t imagine anything more wonderful than that. 
 

      Peace, 
 

       Pastor Beth  

A Note from Pastor Beth 

“Making Christ Known” 
St. John's Lutheran Church 

Vol. 3  Issue 10 

Current Information as of October 2022 

Daylight Savings time ends on 
November 6, at 2:00AM.   
 

So, if you don’t want to be an 
hour early for church that  
Sunday, remember to  
turn your clocks  
back 1 hour on  
Saturday night  
   (Nov. 5th ) 

https://www.stjohnslutheranchurch.com/
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at St John's Lutheran Church of Highland 

6:30 pm to 8:30 pm 
 
 
 

Join us for a fun evening of board games and Pizza in Highland Hall and bring your friends  
and your favorite game to play!  Open to teens from 6th grade to 12th grade.  

 

Different board games will be set up and there will also be organized group games.  
Please RSVP to with your name and age.   
A suggested donation to help cover the cost of pizza and snacks is $5,  

but all are welcome regardless of whether a donation is given.  
 

We look forward to getting back to this fun night of fellowship together!. 

Youth Events 

LASER TAG! 
Youth Event (1

st
 – 8

th
 grade) 

 

DATE:        TIME:   
 

We will gather in Highland Hall for lunch (bring a bag lunch) after the 10:45am service.   
Then we will head over to Laser Storm for 2 games of Laser Tag around 12:30pm. 
 

The suggested donation is $10.00 for 2 games of Laser Tag & Arcade. 
(if you have bogo coupons please bring with you)  Please contact Linda Meyerdierks  
at lmmeyers@zoominternet.net if you are planning on attending or have any questions. 
 

We need a few parents to help out with transportation to Laser Storm. 
PICK-UP WILL BE AT LASER STORM AT 1:45pm. 

 

              St. John’s Annual 
 

          Cookie   
 

 

         What is it? 
 

For those who do not particularly like slaving in the kitchen to make all different kinds of cookies,  
a cookie walk is the perfect solution.  You get to leisurely walk throughout the fellowship hall  
and choose from many assortments of cookies to put together however many dozen you would like.   
You can bring you favorite cookie tin or if you forgot it, we will have containers provided. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

What is if for? 
 

The cookie walk profits will go towards our youth attending the National Youth Gathering in 2024. 
 

     What kinds of cookies will there be? 
 

     We will be making oreo ball, thumbprints, peanut butter blossoms and buckeyes just to name a few. 
 

The cookie walk gives you a chance to put together a fresh from the  
bakery cookie assortment with a simple stroll around Highland Hall. 

When is it? 
 

December, 10
th

 - 5pm – 6:45pm 
December, 11

th
 – 8am – 4pm 

Where is it? 
 

Highland Hall 

How much does it cost? 
 

$10.00 per dozen 

mailto:lmmeyers@zoominternet.net


Having fun Staying Young/Silver 
Sneakers meets in Highland Hall 
on Mondays and Thursdays at 
10:00am.   
 
Gina Gray is our instructor and she 
adapts the class to individual needs.   

 
Many insurance plans include Silver Sneakers 
activities for free.  For those of us who don’t 
have it included in our plan, a suggested donation 
is $2.00.  Come and join us.   

It’s fun to exercise with friends! 

YTD Income vs. Budget through September 2022 

YTD Income Budgeted        $ 496,384.50 

YTD Income Received          $ 469,618.44 

Over (Under) Budgeted    ($   26,766.06)   

YTD Expenses vs Budget through September  2022 

YTD Expenses Budgeted    $ 496,384.50 

YTD Expenses Incurred      $ 426,734.86  

Over (Under) Budgeted    ($    69,649.64)  

YTD Income less Expenses through September  2022 

YTD Income Received        $ 469,618.44 

YTD Expenses Incurred      $ 426,734.86****     

YTD Surplus (Deficit)        $     42,883.58 

****In addition to YTD expenses incurred under 

the 2022 Operating Budget, the Congregation,   

at the Congregational annual meeting in January, 

authorized Church Council to: (i) disburse 

$16,000 to our non-profit partners in ministry; and 

(ii) spend up to $100,000 during 2022 for major 

maintenance.  To date, Church Council has dis-

persed the $16,000 and spent $61,238 of the 

$100,000 toward the cost of repaving, sealing the 

parking lots and repair of roof. 

2022 Operating Budget 
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Pastor Kari Smail Senior Pastor 

Pastor Beth Clementson Associate Pastor 

Ron Baling Dir. of Contemporary Music 

Joseph Tuttle Organist & Dir. of Choirs 

Mary Lynne Martin Office Administrator/A/R 

Rich Volpe Accounts Payable Clerk 

Laura Coombs Chief Financial Officer 

Jennifer Bolinda Dir. of St. John’s Preschool 

Linda Meyerdierks Youth Ministry Coordinator 

Mike Sheleheda Building Usage Coordinator 

Gene Kesner Part-time Custodian 

St. John’s Current Staff 

 

Thank you to everyone who baked desserts  
for Meals-on-Wheels during the month of  
October.  Your time and talents made 
someone’s daily meal a treasured treat. 
 

St. John’s volunteer bakers will provide  
desserts again next June, 2023.   
If you would like to join in this ministry,  
please contact Eric Kofmehl (412-860-1585) 
or Kathy Kofmehl (412-366-5787) 

Emmett Brown President  - Property 

Ellen Skirpan Vice President  - Evangelism 

Scott Nardina Treasurer - Finance 

Emily Bovan Secretary  - Youth Ministry 

Pastor Smail Senior Pastor 

Pastor Clementson Associate Pastor 

Scott Celin Mutual Ministry 

Jamie Davis Christian Education 

Jessica Gamaché Stewardship 

Tony Good Social Ministry 

Joe Logan Cemetery 

Steve Gottschalk Preschool  

Cris Ruffolo Fellowship 

Wendy West Hickey Worship & Music 

Current Church Council Members 

Activities at St. John’s 

In Appreciation…….. 

Please join us on  
November 5th and 6th  

for Stewardship Sunday 
as we prayerfully  

consider our ministries 
for our Lord’s work in 



Page 3 “Making Christ Known” 

Pleasant Valley Men’s Shelter:  
 
 
 

On the 4th Wednesday of each month members of our congregation provide  
a dinner to those men staying at the Pleasant Valley Shelter.   
 

Thank you to Linda Meyerdierks and our Youth for providing the October meal. 
   

If you’d like to be involved in this Ministry outreach project please contact  
Dianne Barbin (412) 364-3045 or Jean Martz  (412) 364-2894. 

St. John’s Ministry Highlights continued……. 

Women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of America 

The Welca group of St. John’s met on October 18 and discussed the difficult issue of Human Trafficking.   
The information stemmed from a workshop that was offered during the Synod WELCA fall retreat.   
“Human trafficking is a global problem where people are illegally bought and sold for forced labor or commercial 
sex.  It is also a local problem with cases reported each year in all 50 states and every Canadian Provence,  
including thousands of child victims.  These children often continue attending school while being exploited  
behind the scenes.” (source; WELCA retreat handout).  We will try to become more aware so we can help those  
suffering with this.  Our next meeting will be at 7:00pm on Tuesday, November 15.   
 

        All women are welcome and encouraged to come!   

Social Ministry is hosting a fall food drive for North Side Common Ministries food bank.  
Groceries bags were handed out at the end of October, but there are still bags available if you  
would like to help out.  The donations should be returned on Sunday November 13th.   
 

This Northside food bank services zip codes 15212, 15214, & 15233 where 1000 families shop each 
month.  If you have questions please contact Jean Martz at jvmartz@yahoo.com  or Janet Schmitt at 
schmittjk@comcast.net  The families & social ministries appreciate your generosity!               

Hand made cards are back!  
They are available in Highland Hall  

between services on Sunday mornings.  
There is a wide selection including Holidays.  

 

All donations go to our Family Emergency Fund. 

Social Ministry is collecting Christmas gifts for infants through age 14 that will be distributed through  
North Side Common Ministries to less fortunate families.  If you have participated in this ministry in the past, 
you can use that information to guide you for this year’s purchase.  If you have not participated previously,  
purchase a gift for a boy or girl in the age groups identified (remember, the older children while you are  
shopping as most of the donations are geared towards younger children).   
 

Please drop off your UNWRAPPED gifts starting November 26.  Look for the bins marked “Christmas Gifts” 
in our vestibule (the entrance at the rear of the building), Highland Hall, or the coat room (in the back of the  

sanctuary).  Hours for receiving gifts are Mondays ~ Thursdays, 9:00am-4:00pm and Fridays at 9:00am through 
Sundays at noon.  So that NSCM can deliver these presents to the families before Christmas, we will need all 
donations dropped of by December 13.  Thank you for making a child smile again this year! 

  

 

We are already finishing 
quilts for next year’s gift to 

Lutheran World Relief. 
 

We are a friendly group 
that meets each week 

in Highland Hall  
on Tuesdays from  

12:30pm - 3:00 (or 3:30)pm. 
 

Come and join us. 
 
 

All are welcome! 

mailto:jvmartz@yahoo.com?subject=Fall%20Food%20Drive
mailto:schmittjk@comcast.net?subject=Fall%20Food%20Drive
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     HELP WANTED! 
Bethlehem Unpacking and Assembly on Sunday, November 6 
We will bring the Bethlehem set pieces, costumes and props out of storage in the  
Arena and transport items to Fellowship Hall after the late service on Sunday,  
November 6. Many hands make light work! Please plan to stay and assist if you are able.  
Set construction will begin immediately under the supervision of Jim Ross. Contact Jim at hjimross57@gmail.com  
to help with construction or painting.  
 

Can you spare an hour or two on a weekend in December? Volunteers of all ages are needed for  
prop gathering, baking, greeting and ushering, and appearing in costume in the village as we weave, work with wood, 
stomp grapes, sing, throw pottery, gossip at the well and tell the story of the nativity in Fellowship Hall. Parents and 
babies are especially needed to portray Mary, Joseph and the Christ child. It’s an experience you’ll never forget! 
Please contact bethlehem@stjohnslutheranchurch.com or use the sign-up sheets at church.  
 

Tell your friends! Spread the word! The single largest source of information about visiting Bethlehem is  
received via word-of-mouth. Pick up a flyer at the church reception desk beginning November 1 to display at your 
workplace, preschool, drycleaners, bank, local market or even in your car window.   

Some Ministry Highlights 

December 3, 4, 10 and 11 

 
Advent begins  

on Sunday,  
November 27th.   
We are looking  
forward to our  

mid-week  
Wednesday  

evening  
gatherings.   

 
Please watch  
and listen for  
future details. 

mailto:hjimross57@gmail.com
mailto:bethlehem@stjohnslutheranchurch.com

