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~Communion~ 
We offer a hybrid style of  

receiving our Lord’s Supper.  
Those attending services in  

person may choose to come up to 
the Altar to receive bread and 

wine, or remain in their seat and  
participate with our current no 

touch method.  
 

For those who are more  
comfortable still worshiping at 

home, consecrated cups are  
available for pickup in the  

vestibule at the main entrance of 
the church office area 9am  

Friday – Sunday morning to be 
used while participating with the 
Sunday 10:45am worship stream. 

Sundays 
8:15am ~ Traditional service 

10:45am ~ Live streamed 
Contemporary service 

www.stjohnslutheranchurch.com  

OUR WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 

Saturdays 
5:30pm ~ Traditional 

Christian Education 
We offer Sunday School options  
for the entire family on Sunday 

mornings from 9:30am - 10:30am 

A Note from Pastor Kari 

“Making Christ Known” 
St. John's Lutheran Church 

Vol. 3  Issue 11 

Current Information as of December 2022 

 
 

Join us for our Family Advent dinner on Friday, DEC. 2nd in Highland Hall at 5:30pm. 
We will enjoy the traditional meal of ham, potato casserole, green beans, applesauce and rolls.   
Following dinner, we will walk through Bethlehem while maybe singing some Christmas  
Carols and then return to Highland Hall for our dessert!  Planning for any meal can be a  
challenge, so we are asking for your cooperation in completing a reservation form which can be 
found on the purple paper at each entrance to our sanctuary. 
 

Advent Midweek Gatherings will take place on Wednesdays from 6:00 to 8:00 in Highland 
Hall.  We will start off with a light supper from 6:00 to 6:45 pm, followed by our study,  
"Because of Bethlehem" by Max Lucado from 6:45 until 7:30 pm. Then we will conclude  
with Holden Evening Prayer from 7:30 to 8:00 pm. All are welcome and we hope you can 
join us as we prepare for the coming of Christ! 

Blessings to you all this Advent season! We had the joy of a ministry-filled 
fall, and now we move into our season in which we prepare for Christ to 
come. Some may ask, “How can we prepare for Christ to come?” Well, 
there are several ways to consider during this season which include: 
 

Making an intentional effort to worship each week, whether that is in 
person or on the stream. As we gather, we hear the Scriptures that 
take us on this spiritual journey and we hear the Gospel proclaimed 
as well that guides and sustains us along life’s way.  We also are fed 
by the sacrament and through fellowship to go forth into the world to 
share the Good News in word and deed.  

 

Participating in some way in our Visit to Bethlehem.  We need people to 
be actors in the various stations. We need people to greet folks as 
they come in. We need parking lot attendants. We need people to 
help at the volunteer snack and costume station. We need you!   

 

Coming to the Wednesday Advent Midweek Experiences. They start 
with a simple supper at 6:00 pm, followed by our study at 6:45 pm, 
“Because of Bethlehem,” and conclude with Holden Evening Prayer 
at 7:30 pm. These take place in Highland Hall beginning on  

 November 30th and go through December 21st.  
 

Doing an Advent Devotional. This might be one of the boxes that we 
have for families through our Christian Education program, or it 
could be with one of our Our Daily Bread booklets or some other 
resource.  

 

And of course we can celebrate Christ’s coming on Christmas Eve and 
Christmas Day! We will have a family service on Christmas Eve at 4:00 pm, 
followed by Traditional Candlelight Services at 7:00 pm and 9:30 pm.  
Then we will have a service of Lessons and Carols on Christmas Day  
at 9:30 am since it is a Sunday. The following week the celebration of 
Christmas will continue with a service on New Years Day at 9:30 am. 
(There will be no Saturday night service on New Years Eve.)  
 

Even as we celebrate Christ’s coming at Christmas so long ago, we also  
prepare for Christ to come again. We give thanks for this promise, knowing 
that Emmanuel – God With Us is the best blessing of all! 
 

Soli Deo Gloria!  (To God Alone be the Glory!) 
Pastor Kari Smail 

https://www.stjohnslutheranchurch.com/


 
   

Some Ministry Highlights 

Social Ministry invites you to share Jesus love again this Christmas through a Gift and Toy Drive for less 
fortunate families with infants and children through age 14.  This weekend we have placed a bin in our 
vestibule and narthex labeled “Christmas Gifts and Toys”, for you to drop off unwrapped gifts.   

It’s very helpful to tape a note on the gift stating who you intend to receive it — boy or girl and the age 
range.  If you are wondering what to get, we suggest purchasing something that might suit an older child 
because usually most of the donated gifts are for very young children.  Please drop off your donations by 
Monday, Dec. 12th.  If you have questions, please contact Jean Martz at jvmartz@yahoo.com or  

Janet Schmitt at schmittjk@comcast.net  Thank you for your support in this ministry! 

 

Our Priscilla Guild will decorate the church with poinsettias for Christmas.  You may sponsor one or more plants  
to honor and/or memorialize loved ones.  The cost is $20 per plant and there will be a listing of the honorariums 
and memorials in our Christmas Eve bulletins.  You may take your plant home after our service on Sunday,  
January 1st.   
 

If you would like to help our sanctuary look beautiful this Christmas, please return this tear-off to  
the church office with a separate check by Wednesday, December 14th     

================================================================================ 

     Your Name:    _____________________________________________________ 
 

   In honor of:  ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

   In memory of: _____________________________________________________________________ 
        

     Amount Enclosed:  $____________  
      (due Wednesday December 14th)  

Explore the true meaning of Christmas this holiday season.  Walk through 
the streets of Bethlehem as they may have been on the first Christmas Eve. 
Chat with the villagers, busy at their work, and a-buzz with the news of a 
special birth.  Then make your way to the stable and visit the newborn  
Christ Child. Admission to this indoor attraction is free; email 
bethlehem@stjohnslutheranchurch.com or call 412-364-1606 ext. 106  
for information. 

The National Youth  
Gathering Youth 2024  
will be selling hotdogs,  
chips, cookies & drinks  

during ‘A Visit to Bethlehem’  
on Saturdays:   

Dec. 3 & 10  
from 12:45pm - 4pm   

and  

Sundays:  Dec. 4 & 11  
from 12:45pm - 4pm  

Christmas Eve Worship Services 
4:00pm 

Family Worship with Holy Communion  
and Children’s Sermon 
7:00pm and 9:30pm  

Festive Candlelight Worship  
with Holy Communion 

 

Christmas Day        New Years Day 

   9:30am            9:30am  
Service of Lessons & Carols     One Worship Service 
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December 3, 4, 10 and 11 ~ 1:00pm to 4:00pm 

 

mailto:bethlehem@stjohnslutheranchurch.com
mailto:jvmartz@yahoo.com?subject=Fall%20Food%20Drive
mailto:schmittjk@comcast.net?subject=Fall%20Food%20Drive
mailto:bethlehem@stjohnslutheranchurch.com


Pleasant Valley Men’s Shelter:  
 
 

On the 4th Wednesday of each month members of our congregation provide a dinner to those men staying at  
the Pleasant Valley Shelter.  Thank you to our St. John’s Choir members for providing the November meal. 
   

If you’d like to be involved in this Ministry outreach project please contact Dianne Barbin (412) 364-3045 or 
Jean Martz  (412) 364-2894. 

In Appreciation…….. 

We would like to thank everyone 
who attended our Veteran’s Day 
Service on November 11th.  
  

In honor of those who have served 
our country, a free will collection in 
the total amount of $260 was sent 
to the Wounded Warrior Project. 
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Our Welca group of St. John’s collected and distributed the following gifts this month: 
 

$200 donation to Lutheran World Relief.  This amount will be matched by LWR so our final donation 
 will reach $400.   

$100 donation to the New Start Ministry at Bethlehem Lutheran Church in Glenshaw, our designated 
 Outreach for our Synod WELCA group for this year.   

$25 donation to each; Anita, Joyce, and Erick and their Guardians so that they may purchase needed 
 items as a Christmas gift.   

 

We give thanks that we are able to share love with so many through our generous offerings.   
 

The ladies took cards home to write to our shut in members  for holiday greetings.  We will be stuffing 
socks for the homeless at our next meeting.  If you have items for this project please leave it in the  
upstairs kitchen with WELCA on the bag or bring it to the December meeting. 
 

We want to thank Suzanne Harlan for the pumpkin dessert.  It was delicious!  
 

Our time together ended with a devotion from a Faithful Neighbors Devotional of Lutheran World  
Relief.  We talked about what it means for us to ‘Clothe ourselves in love’. We realized that when we  
- gather food for the food bank     - make quilts and backpacks     - collect for Wounded Warriors  
- give to Blessed Bundles and The New Start Ministry     - add to our Outside Pantry, and  
- care for A Need for Joy and more……...we are Clothing ourselves in love and doing what we are  
             called to do - Making Christ Known.  

 

Our Christmas party will be December 20 at an earlier time, 6:00.  It will be a pot luck supper.  Margie Miller  
is bringing a yummy ice cream dessert for all of us to enjoy.  After eating, we will fill our socks  with goodies for the 
homeless community, while singing some Christmas Carols.  Come and join us.  All women of St John’s are invited 
and encouraged to attend.   
 

In January, we will being a new study: ‘How Happiness Happens’ by Max Lucado.  This study was shared by  
Pastor Kari and Pastor Beth last summer but many ladies missed going and had heard what a wonderful study it 
was.  Margie Miller will lead our first session: Accept One Another.  

Women 
of the 
Evangelical 
Lutheran’ 
Church of  
America 

 continue to meet each week at 12:30. The group is friendly and fun and there is lots  
of laughter often heard coming from the table with the ladies tying the quilts.  We are working hard making  
quilts for Lutheran World Relief.  We are so thankful for another grant from Thrivent of $250 to buy more  
batting that goes in the middle of the quilt.  Come and join us and help this important ministry to thrive! 

 

Hand made cards are available!  
 

They are available in Highland Hall  
between services on Sunday mornings.  

There is a wide selection including Holidays.  
 

All donations go to our Family Emergency Fund. 



St. John’s Current Staff 

Emmett Brown President  - Property 

Ellen Skirpan Vice President  - Evangelism 

Scott Nardina Treasurer - Finance 

Emily Bovan Secretary  - Youth Ministry 

Pastor Smail Senior Pastor 

Pastor Clementson Associate Pastor 

Scott Celin Mutual Ministry 

Jamie Davis Christian Education 

Jessica Gamaché Stewardship 

Tony Good Social Ministry 

Joe Logan Cemetery 

Steve Gottschalk Preschool  

Cris Ruffolo Fellowship 

Wendy West Hickey Worship & Music 

Current Church Council Members 

St. John’s Youth Activities 

Our Next at St John's Lutheran Church of Highland is 

6:30 pm to 8:30 pm  Open to teens from 6
th

 grade to 12
th

 grade 
 

 

Join us for a fun evening of board games and Pizza in Highland Hall and bring your friends and your favorite 
game to play!  We look forward to fun night of fellowship together in the new year! 

YTD Income vs. Budget through October 2022 

YTD Income Budgeted        $ 551,538.33 

YTD Income Received          $ 526,177.23 

Over (Under) Budgeted    ($   25,631.10)   

YTD Expenses vs Budget through October  2022 

YTD Expenses Budgeted    $ 551,538.33 

YTD Expenses Incurred      $ 473,075.16  

Over (Under) Budgeted    ($    78,463.17)  

YTD Income less Expenses through October  2022 

YTD Income Received        $ 526,177.23 

YTD Expenses Incurred      $ 473,075.16****     

YTD Surplus (Deficit)        $     53,102.07 

****In addition to YTD expenses incurred under the 2022 Operating 

Budget, the Congregation,  at the Congregational annual meeting in 

January, authorized Church Council to: (i) disburse $16,000 to our  

non-profit partners in ministry; and (ii) spend up to $100,000 during 

2022 for major maintenance.  To date, Church Council has dispersed 

the $16,000 and spent $77,982 of the $100,000 toward the cost of  

repaving, sealing the parking lots, lighting and repair of roof. 

2022 Operating Budget 
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          St. John’s Annual Cookie 
 

What is it? 
For those who do not particularly like slaving in the kitchen to make all different kinds of cookies, a cookie walk is  
the perfect solution.  You get to leisurely walk throughout the fellowship hall and choose from many assortments  
of cookies to put together however many dozen you would like.  You can bring you favorite cookie tin or if you  
forgot it, we will have containers provided. 

When is it? 
Dec. 10th - 5pm – 6:45pm 
Dec. 11th – 8am – 4pm 

Where is it? 
Highland Hall 

How much does it cost? 
$10.00 per dozen 

What is if for? 
The cookie walk profits will go towards our youth attending the National Youth Gathering in 2024. 

What kinds of cookies will there be? 
We will be making Oreo ball, thumbprints, peanut butter blossoms and buckeyes as well as several gluten-free 
cookie options. 

The cookie walk gives you a chance to put together a fresh from the bakery cookie assortment with a simple stroll 
around Highland Hall. 

Laura Coombs Chief Financial Officer 

Jennifer Bolinda Dir. of St. John’s Preschool 

Linda Meyerdierks Youth Ministry Coordinator 

Mike Sheleheda Building Usage Coordinator 

George Tunney Custodian 

Pastor Kari Smail Senior Pastor 

Pastor Beth Clementson Associate Pastor 

Ron Baling Dir. of Contemporary Music 

Joseph Tuttle Organist & Dir. of Choirs 

Mary Lynne Martin Office Administrator/A/R Clerk 

Rich Volpe Accounts Payable Clerk 



As we Journey to Bethlehem this year, 
we remember the reason why we journey as a faith community. 
Jesus came so that we might know Emmanuel – God with Us. 

Through him, we know how much God loves us 
not only through his life, 

but also through his death and resurrection. 
 

 

On behalf of the staff of St. John’s of Highland, 
we wish you a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 

 

Sincerely, 
 
 Pastor Kari Smail                            Pastor Beth Clementson 


