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A Note from Pastor Beth 

“Making Christ Known” 
St. John's Lutheran Church 

Vol. 4  Issue 1 

Current Information as of January 2023 

Dear Siblings in Christ,  
 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2He was in the  
beginning with God. 3All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into  
being. What has come into being 4in him was life, and the life was the light of all people….14And the Word 
became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of 
grace and truth….16From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. – John 1:1-4,14,16 

 

Happy New Year! In the opening lines of John we are harkened back to the very beginning – back to God creating 
the heavens and the earth. We have a God who is always creating and up to something new.  
 

It seems fitting to reflect on this a bit as we have entered into a new year. Many of us may have committed to new 
year’s resolutions or intentions, where we want to try new things, begin new ventures, or restart plans, or skills,  
or habits that we dropped at one point or another. If you’re like me, by now I’ve already failed at keeping at least 
one of the things I hoped to start in this new year!  
 

Sometimes new things feel intimidating. We don’t want to try something that we feel like we’ll fail at. We get  
consumed by fear or self-consciousness, so we hold ourselves back from new ventures. We choose instead to stay 
in our comfort zones because we’re uncertain of the change a new thing, person, or perspective could bring.  
 

But here’s the thing about new beginnings, they also bring with them second chances, especially when it comes to 
God. Every day, we’re offered a clean slate, where the failures and sins of the day before are washed away, and the 
day ahead is full of new potential. God is constantly creating and re-creating in our lives. Whether we like it or not, 
whether we’re open to it or not, God is always moving and doing new things in our lives.  
 

I recently heard a beautiful song by Audrey Assad called “New Every Morning.” In the song she sings:  

 
Every single day we receive grace upon grace. Amid the trials and tribulations of our lives, through the  
heartbreaking realities of our world, God is still offering us grace, forgiveness, and mercy – unconditionally and 
with no strings attached. When we allow ourselves to really believe that – and then live as though we are wholly 
loved and forgiven by God – we become more open to the new things that God is doing around us.  
 

My prayer for you and for our faith community is that this year may be one in which we truly live into the love and 
grace that God is offering to us daily. May we be on the lookout for the new things that God is up to around us,  
and may we be open to the new creations, people, perspectives that God is placing before us. May we be bold 
enough to be co-creators with God this year – striving to do God’s work in the world in new and varied ways.  
And may we know that through it all, whether we succeed in everything, stumble our ways through the year,  
or seemingly fail somewhere along the way, that God is offering us grace upon grace. We are eternally and  
unconditionally loved by God; may we be so bold as to share that same love with all whom we encounter this year.  
 

  Blessings to you all on this new year!   Peace, Pastor Beth  

St. John’s Annual Congregational Meeting 
Sunday, January 29, 2023 

Join us for a lunch following our 10:45am worship 
service.  The meeting will begin around 12:45pm. 

In the beginning, you hovered over the water 
You broke an unbroken silence 
You spoke light into darkness 
And there was light 
In the beginning, we were made in your image 
And we were naked without shame 
Till we fell for the darkness 
And there was night 

Your mercies are new 
Your mercies are new 
New every morning 
Your mercies are new 
Your mercies are new 
New every morning 

Time: Jan 29, 2023 12:45 PM  
Join Zoom Meeting 

If you are unable to attend this year’s meeting 
in person, we offer an online option as well 

Meeting ID: 845 7416 6205 Passcode: 470992 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84574166205?pwd=ZExMdnJES0prQmQyWDZ1anFrcWJ5Zz09 



Some Ministry Highlights 

Pleasant Valley Men’s Shelter:  
 
 

On the 4th Wednesday of each month members of our congregation provide a dinner to those men staying at  
the Pleasant Valley Shelter.  Thank you to Joumana Driscoll and family for providing the December meal. 
   

If you’d like to be involved in this Ministry outreach project please contact Dianne Barbin (412) 364-3045 or 
Jean Martz  (412) 364-2894. 

 

~Communion~ 
We offer a hybrid style of  

receiving our Lord’s Supper.  
Those attending services in  

person may choose to come up to 
the Altar to receive bread and 

wine, or remain in their seat and  
participate with our current no 

touch method.  
 

For those who are more  
comfortable still worshiping at 

home, consecrated cups are  
available for pickup in the  

vestibule at the main entrance of 
the church office area 9am  

Friday – Sunday morning to be 
used while participating with the 
Sunday 10:45am worship stream. 

Sundays 
8:15am ~ Traditional service 

10:45am ~ Live streamed 
Contemporary service 

www.stjohnslutheranchurch.com  

OUR WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 

Saturdays 
5:30pm ~ Traditional 

Christian Education 
We offer Sunday School options  
for the entire family on Sunday 

mornings from 9:30am - 10:30am 

In Appreciation…….. 

“Making Christ Known” Page 2 

 The Saintly Sewers will continue to meet on  

Tuesdays in Highland Hall starting on January 3, 2023.  We are there from 
12:30pm to about 3:30pm.  There is something for everyone to do.   
Our tiers are a friendly group and you will always hear a lot of laughter.  
Some ladies are sewing or cutting fabric, or ironing, or laying out a quilt to  
be tied.  You can find some sorting fabric by color or sorting spools of thread.  
Some feel tired this week and so they just come to visit.  It is a great group  
of ladies.  You are welcome to come and join us.  Help us to make beautiful 
quilts for those who are in need. 

The WELCA group of St. John’s will meet on January 17, 2023.   
We will start the year with a new study “How Happiness Happens”  
by Max Lucado.  Margie Miller will lead our first session which is about 
‘Accepting one Another’ (Thank you Margie).  All women are invited to  
come out at 7:00pm.  We will nourish ourselves with this study, and enjoy 
some time together.  We can use a hostess to bring a snack for this  
evening.  If you can help please text me at (845)216-2952 or email me at 
CaroleHelvig@verizon.net. 

Women of the Evangelical Lutheran’ Church of America 

Thank you to everyone who helped to create  
‘A Visit to Bethlehem’ this year!   

 

There were over 1,161 visitors and their  
donations raised $1,493 for North Hills  

Community Outreach!  
 

In addition, Jenn Robertson raised $1,055.50 from the sale  
of fine jewelry to support Bead for Life’s Street Business School  
so they can continue taking their entrepreneurial training  
program across the world with the goal of lifting millions out of  
extreme poverty. 

Our Social Ministry thanks everyone  
who donated gifts to this year’s Toy Drive.   

 

Jean Martz stuffed every inch of her SUV 
with the collected Christmas presents and 
delivered them to the Pleasant Valley 
Women’s shelter where they will be  
distributed to families who are in need.   
Your generosity gave us an opportunity  
to share the love of Jesus this season. 
   

Thank you! 

Pictured to the right:  
Kathy Kofmehl,  
Carole Helvig and  
Mary White display 
the quilt  that was 
sewn together by 
Mary at her home. 

Pictured above are some of the handmade hats fitted for small 
children that were created by our St. John’s Knitters group and 
‘no -sew’ scarfs that were created by our Cumberland Kids 
Wednesday after school group. 

https://www.stjohnslutheranchurch.com/
mailto:carolehelvig@verizon.net?subject=Help%20with%20WELCA


Activities at St. John’s 

St. John’s Youth Activities 

Our Next at St John's Lutheran Church of Highland is 

6:30 pm to 8:30 pm  Open to teens from 6
th

 grade to 12
th

 grade 
 

 

Join us for a fun evening of board games and Pizza in Highland Hall and bring your friends and  
your favorite game to play!  Please RSVP to with your name and age.   

A suggested donation to help cover the cost of pizza and snacks is $5, but all are welcome regardless  
of whether a donation is given.   We look forward to fun night of fellowship together in the new year! 

YTD Income vs. Budget through November 2022 

YTD Income Budgeted        $ 606,692.17 

YTD Income Received          $ 581,158.52 

Over (Under) Budgeted    ($   25,533.65)   

YTD Expenses vs Budget through November 2022 

YTD Expenses Budgeted    $ 606,692.17 

YTD Expenses Incurred      $ 521,141.35 

Over (Under) Budgeted    ($     85,550.82) 

YTD Income less Expenses through November 2022 

YTD Income Received        $ 581,158.52 

YTD Expenses Incurred      $ 521,141.35****     

YTD Surplus (Deficit)        $     60,017.17 

****In addition to YTD expenses incurred under the 2022  

Operating Budget, the Congregation, at the Congregational 

annual meeting in January, authorized Church Council to: (i) 

disburse $16,000 to our  non-profit partners in ministry; and (ii) 

spend up to $100,000 during 2022 for major maintenance.   

To date, Church Council has dispersed the $16,000 and spent 

$75,773 of the $100,000 toward the cost of repaving, sealing 

the parking lots, lighting and repair of roof. 

2022 Operating Budget 

“Making Christ Known” Page 3 

Save the Date for St. John’s  

on from ALL YOUTH IN 1ST GRADE AND OLDER  

are invited to play  

We will play all sorts of board/card games.  We will meet in Highland Hall following the 10:45a.m service.   
Please bring a sandwich for lunch.  We will supply snacks & drinks so come join us on January 15th!  Any questions 

or concerns please email Linda Meyerdierks @ lmmeyers@zoominternet.net 

We offer a new way of giving through the use of a QR code scan. 
Through the Tithely program, we now accept credit payments for  
a variety of missions.  You may scan the code below, choose the 
dropdown arrow and choose the amount you would like to donate 
and the specific fund you would like to direct the contribution to.   
If you have any questions, please contact the church office and  
we will direct you to a member of our Financial Committee. 

Please note:  If you currently choose to have your 
monthly  contribution automatically withdrawn from 
your checking account, this method of contributing 
does not replace the ACH-Auto Debit  

Saturday, 
Highland Hall 

 

Potluck Feast at 6:45 PM 
Entertainment at 7:30 PM 

Featuring ENTERTAINMENT BY: 
 

 
 

 
 

 

AND 

 St. John’s Acapella Quartet 

Having Fun Staying Young will resume  
exercising on Thursday, January 5, 2023.   
We exercise starting at 10:15am on Mon-
days and 10:00am on Thursdays.  Many come at 
8:30am to visit and have a cup of coffee before class.  
Each class ends with us forming a circle to learn each 
others names and ask if there are any prayer  
concerns.  Gina Gray from Silver Sneakers is our  
instructor.  She makes the class a lot of fun.   

Come and join our group of active friends! 

mailto:lmmeyers@zoominternet.net

