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Contemporary 
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Through God All Things Are Possible 

Senior Pastor Kari Smail 
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Dir. of Contemporary Music Ron Baling 

Organist & Dir. of Choirs Joseph Tuttle 

Office Administrator 
Accts. Receivable Clerk Mary Lynne Martin 
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Youth Events 
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Current Church Council Members 

tėÙěìÕÙĂġ  - Property Scott Nardina 

±ìÏÙ tėÙěìÕÙĂġ  -  Youth Ministry Emily Bovan 

¢ėÙÁěĥėÙė  - Finance Jessica Gamaché 

{ÙÏėÙġÁėķ - Worship & Music Wendy West Hickey 

Senior Pastor Pastor Smail 

Associate Pastor Pastor Clementson 

Mutual Ministry Matthew Galbraith 

Christian Education Steve Gottschalk 

Stewardship Marcie Emory 

Social Ministry Tony Good 

Cemetery Joe Logan 

Preschool  Jody Removchik 

Fellowship Cris Ruffolo 
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Current Information as of September 2023 

Saturday, September 2nd 
5:30p.m. ~ Traditional worship 

Sunday, September  3rd 
8:30a.m. ~ Traditional service 
9:30a.m. ~ coffee fellowship* 
10:00a.m. ~ Live streamed 
Contemporary service 

www.stjohnslutheranchurch.com 

WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES  

 Christian Education 
We offer Sunday School options  
for the entire family on Sunday 
mornings from 9:30am - 10:30am 

~Communion~ 
We offer a hybrid style of  
receiving our Lordôs Supper.  
Those attending services in  

person may choose to come up to 
the Altar to receive bread and 
wine, or remain in their seat and 
participate with our current no 

touch method.  
 

For those who are more  
comfortable still worshiping at 
home, consecrated cups are  
available for pickup in the  

vestibule at the main entrance of 
the church office area 9a.m.  
Friday ï Sunday morning to be 
used while participating with the 
Sunday 10:00a.m. worship 

stream. 

LABOR DAY  WEEKEND   

WORSHIP  SCHEDULE  

 Saturdays 
5:30p.m. ~ Traditional 

Sundays 
8:15a.m. ~ Traditional service 
10:45a.m. ~ Live streamed 
Contemporary service 

WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES  

BEGINNING  SEPTEMBER  10TH 

www.stjohnslutheranchurch.com 

BELL CHOIR 

Thursday, September 7 from 6:15-7:15p.m. in the sanctuary,  
the St. John's Handbell Choir will have a free-to-try bell workshop  
for anyone who would like to get a chance to ring with the  
handbell choir. There is no commitment to come to more  
rehearsals, but the bell choir practices on Thursday nights  
at the same time throughout the year. While we will ring from some 
simple sheet music, no prior knowledge of reading music is required. 
So, if you enjoy music and might enjoy a different way to make some 
music, then come lend us a hand!    

- Erik Roth - Handbell Choir Director 

We are in need of volunteers to help during worship as ushers, lectors (readers), communion deacons (serve wine), 

and acolytes (light candles). All ages are welcome to participate in these important roles. Sign -up sheets are  

located at the front of the church or email Mary Lynne Martin at sjlutheran@verizon.net   

5ŜŀǊ CǊƛŜƴŘǎ ƛƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘΣ 
 

LǘΩǎ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ōǳǘ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ƛǎ ŜƴŘƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ȅŜŀǊ ƛǎ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ 
ŀƎŀƛƴΗ ²ƘŜǊŜ Ƙŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǝƳŜ ƎƻƴŜΚ ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ǎƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǎǘŀǊǝƴƎ ōŀŎƪ ǳǇ 
ƘŜǊ ŀǘ {ǘΦ WƻƘƴΩǎ ŀƴŘ L ƘƻǇŜ ȅƻǳ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ Ƨƻƛƴ ǳǎ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŦǳƴΗ 
²ŜΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ wŀƭƭȅ 5ŀȅ ƻƴ {ǳƴŘŀȅΣ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ млǘƘ ǘƻ ƪƛŎƪ ƻũ ƻǳǊ {ǳƴŘŀȅ 
{ŎƘƻƻƭ ȅŜŀǊ ς ǿŜΩƭƭ ǎǘŀǊǘ ōȅ ƎŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƴŎǘǳŀǊȅ ŀǘ фΥолŀƳΦ ²ŜΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ 
¢ŜŜƴ DŀƳŜ bƛƎƘǘ ǎǘŀǊǝƴƎ ƻƴ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅΣ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ фǘƘΣ ŦǊƻƳ сΥолǇƳ-уΥолǇƳ 
ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ƻǳǊ ƳƛŘŘƭŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŀƴŘ ƘƛƎƘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΦ hǳǊ ŬǊǎǘ ȅƻǳǘƘ ŜǾŜƴǘ ǿƛƭƭ 
ōŜ ŀ Ƴƛƴƛ-ƎƻƭŦ ƻǳǝƴƎ ƻƴ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ мфǘƘ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ млΥпрŀƳ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΦ 
/ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǊŜǎǳƳƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜŘ ƳŜŜǝƴƎǎΦ /ƘƻƛǊ ƛǎ  
ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƎŀǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŀŎǝŎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴΦ 
 

LŦ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǿŀƴǝƴƎ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ƻǊ ŜǾŜƴǘ ƴƻǿ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ  
ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ ǝƳŜ ǘƻ ƧǳƳǇ ƛƴΗ aŀȅōŜ ȅƻǳ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ 
ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǿŀƴǝƴƎ ǘƻ ǇƭǳƎ ƛƴ ŀƎŀƛƴ ς ƴƻǿΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ ǝƳŜΗ !ƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ 
ŀƭǎƻ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ ǝƳŜ ǘƻ ƛƴǾƛǘŜ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΣ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΣ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ 
ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǘƻ Ƨƻƛƴ ǳǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ŧǳƴ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴȅ ǉǳŜǎǝƻƴǎ ŀōƻǳǘ Ƙƻǿ 
ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǇƭǳƎƎŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƻ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊƛŜǎ ƻǊ ŀŎǝǾƛǝŜǎΣ ŦŜŜƭ ŦǊŜŜ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƛƴ ǘƻǳŎƘ 
ǿƛǘƘ ƳȅǎŜƭŦ ƻǊ tŀǎǘƻǊ YŀǊƛ ς ǿŜΩŘ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ȅƻǳ ƎŜǘ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘΗ L ǇǊŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ 
ǘƘƛǎ ƴŜǿ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ȅŜŀǊ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŬƭƭŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ Ƨƻȅ ŀƴŘ ŜȄŎƛǘŜƳŜƴǘ ŀǎ ǿŜ ƎŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƻ 
aŀƪŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘ Yƴƻǿƴ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΗ 
 

tŜŀŎŜΣ tŀǎǘƻǊ .ŜǘƘ 

6ŒŏŘőŗňňŕ 7ŒŕŖŋŌœ /œœŒŕŗŘőŌŗŌňŖ 

CHANCEL CHOIR 

Come sing with us on Thursdays at 7:30p.m. in Highland Hall.  
We also meet at 7:45a.m. Sunday mornings to warm-up and practice 
the psalm and anthem for that morningôs worship. If you are interested 
in joining, please contact me to ensure we have a copy of music for 
you. Iôm looking forward to the new season with you all, and hope to 
see you on August 31st! 

- Joe - Organist and Chancel Choir Director 

https://www.stjohnslutheranchurch.com/
https://www.stjohnslutheranchurch.com/


 

 
Cumberland Kids will be starting on Wednesday, October 4th!  
It is an afterschool program from 3:45 until 5:45 for 1st through 
8th graders which includes a snack; homework time with help with 

it if needed; a service project, craft, or fun experience;  
time in the arena; and dinner.  

Please contact the church office for a registration form!  

We accept credit payments for a variety of missions.   

Scan the QR code, indicate the amount you would  

like to donate then click the dropdown arrow  

and choose the specific fund you would like  

to direct your contribution to.   

           If you have any questions,  

please contact the church office. 

Please note:  If you currently choose to have your monthly contribution auto-

matically withdrawn from your checking account, this method of contributing 

does not replace the ACH-Auto Debit  

2023 Operating Budget 
 
YTD Income vs. Budget - July 2023 
YTD Income Budgeted           $ 389,809.00    
YTD Income Received        $ 389,176.84  
Over (Under) Budgeted   ($        632.16)   
  
YTD Expenses vs Budget ï July 2023 
YTD Expenses Budgeted    $389,809.00 
YTD Expenses Incurred      $370,947.49 
Over (Under) Budgeted    ($ 18,861.51) 
             
YTD Income Received        $389,176.84 
YTD Expenses Incurred      $370,947.49 
YTD Surplus (Deficit)        $  18,229.35 

ςπςσ /œňŕńŗŌőŊ "ŘŇŊňŗ 

άaŀƪƛƴƎ /ƘǊƛǎǘ Yƴƻǿƴέ tŀƎŜ н 

'ŒŒŇ ŗŋŌőŊŖ ŗŒ ŎőŒŚ 

PROMOTE YOUR EVENT! 
 

Holding an event at St. Johnôs that youôd like to  
promote on our website?  

Complete the online form found at  
www.stjohnslutheranchurch.com/mediarequest  
or fill out a paper form at the church office.  

 

Please note, web postings for church events  
are subject to staff approval.  

          ST. JOHNôS LISTENS! 
 

   St. Johnôs Congregation Council members  
   are available to hear your feedback  

   and concerns.   
Please share your thoughts with:  

 

Scott Nardina, Emily Bovan, Jessica Gamache,  
Tony Good, Steve Gottschalk,  

Wendy West Hickey, Joe Logan, or Cris Ruffolo. 

You can also email the Congregation Council at listeningconcerns@stjohnslutheranchurch.com. 

Want to tell people about your groupôs ministry? Need volunteers for a service event? Have a special  

announcement about at event at St. Johnôs?  Put it in the newsletter!  Deadline for submissions is the 

15th of each month. Please email your information to Lori Elgin at  lelgin2001@yahoo.com 

Missing something??  Did you know that we have an actual Lost & ( hopefully ) Found box 
in our office area?  There is even an updated list of items that have been turned into to the 
office posted on our bulletin boards!  So the next time you think you may have left your 
water cup, toy, notebook, umbrella, etc. at church, please ask to see if itõs in our box,  
anxiously waiting to find itõs owner! 

https://www.stjohnslutheranchurch.com/mediarequest
mailto:listeningconcerns@stjohslutheranchurch.com?subject=Listening%20Concern
https://www.stjohnslutheranchurch.com/mediarequest
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Having Fun Staying Young/Silver Sneakers exercise group meets on Mondays at10:15a.m. and  
Thursdays  at 10:00a.m.   Many come at 9:30am to visit and have a cup of coffee before class.   
 

Each class ends with us forming a circle to learn each others names and ask if there are any prayer 
concerns.  Gina Gray from Silver Sneakers is our instructor.  She makes the class a lot of fun.   

Come join our group of active friends!  

 

T  S  S   
 

¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ Ƨƻƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘƭȅ ƎǊƻǳǇΦ ²Ŝ ƳŜŜǘ ŜǾŜǊȅ ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅ ŀǘ мнΥол ƛƴ IƛƎƘƭŀƴŘ IŀƭƭΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ  
ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǇƭŜƴǘȅ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ȅƻǳ ōǳǎȅΗ  IƻǇŜ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ Ƨƻƛƴ ǳǎΦ 
 

hǳǊ {ŀƛƴǘƭȅ {ŜǿŜǊǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ŀƭƭ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ŦƛƴƛǎƘƛƴƎ ǉǳƛƭǘǎ ŀƴŘ ōŀŎƪǇŀŎƪǎΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǎŜƴǘ ǘƻ [ǳǘƘŜǊŀƴ 
²ƻǊƭŘ wŜƭƛŜŦ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ hŎǘƻōŜǊΦ 
 

²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ƳŀƴȅΣ Ƴŀƴȅ ǉǳƛƭǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŬƴƛǎƘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǳǎŜ ǎƻƳŜ 
ƘŜƭǇΦ ²Ŝ ƴŜŜŘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ Ŏŀƴ ǝŜ ŀ ƪƴƻǘΦ 9ŀŎƘ ǉǳƛƭǘ ƛǎ ŬƴƛǎƘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƪƴƻǩƴƎ 
ŜŀŎƘ ǎǉǳŀǊŜΦ ²Ŝ Ŏŀƴ ǎƘƻǿ ȅƻǳ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƻ Řƻ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜ ƘŜƭǇ ƛŦ ŀƴȅπ

ƻƴŜ ƛǎ ǊŜŜ ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅ ŀƊŜǊƴƻƻƴǎΦ 
 

    All St Johnôs ladies and friends are invited to join our WELCA group  
for our first fall WELCA (Women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of America)  
meeting.  We will gather on Tuesday, September 19

th
 at 7:00p.m. for some warm  

fellowship together and continue our study of ñHow Happiness Happensò.  
If you would like to be the hostess for the night please contact Carole Helvig.  

Looking forward to seeing all of you!   
 

Join us for a  WELCA day retreat at Lutherlyn on September 18
th
.   

We can meet other WELCA groups in our Synod.  
 

May God help our WELCA group continue to be a blessing to others. 
 
Although the WELCA group of St Johnôs enjoyed a summer break from formal activities,  
we continued to serve our community and church in many ways, such as: 
 

 Ʒ A delivery was made to Blessed Bundles in Irwin last week. Supplies for this  
 important ministry continue to be donated by our faithful members.  
 

 Ʒ The protein canned food for the Resilience Project can also be found in the  
 vestibule. This food supplement will bless our neighbors in Pittsburgh.  W
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Ʒ Donations for the school backpacks for Lutheran World Relief have started coming in and we are 
so thankful. The list for Lutheran World Relief is very specific.  Please look at our list before shopping. 
Some of the supplies can also go to North Hills Community Outreach so none will be wasted.  
¶ FOUR 70-sheet notebooks  
¶ ONE 30-centimeter ruler,  
¶ ONE pencil sharpener 
¶ ONE pair of blunt scissors  
¶ FIVE unsharpened #2 pencils with erasers; secure together with a rubber band 
¶ FIVE black or blue ballpoint pens (no gel ink); secure together with a rubber band 
¶ ONE box of 16 or 24 crayons  
¶ ONE 2 1ù2ò eraser 

Lƴ !ǳƎǳǎǘ ƻǳǊ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƎƛŦǘŜŘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǉǳƛƭǘǎ ǘƻ .ƛǎƘƻǇ aŎ/ƻƛŘ 
ƛƴ ƘƻƴƻǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ррǘƘ ŀƴƴƛǾŜǊǎŀǊȅ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƛƻƴΦ   
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άaŀƪƛƴƎ /ƘǊƛǎǘ Yƴƻǿƴέ tŀƎŜ р 

Bring your ideas  about redesigning the youth room!!!!  
We will be discussing what we can do to update our space! 

        Youth Event (1 ST ï 12 TH GRADE)  

         Miniature Golf at Kniess Miniature Golf  

        3005 Babcock Blvd  

         Ross, PA   15237  

DATE:   Sunday, September 17th  

COST:  $5.00  

TIME:   12:00pm ï 2:00pm  

LOCATION:   Highland Hall/Kniess Miniature Golf  

Please bring a bag lunch; we will eat before we head over to Kniessô. 

9ŒŘŗŋ .ňŚŖȦ 

 
 PLEASANT VALLEY MENΩS SHELTER 

hƴ ǘƘŜ пǘƘ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ ƻŦ ŜŀŎƘ ƳƻƴǘƘ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǝƻƴ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀ ŘƛƴƴŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƳŜƴ ǎǘŀȅƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 

tƭŜŀǎŀƴǘ ±ŀƭƭŜȅ {ƘŜƭǘŜǊΦ  ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ the Youth Group and Linda Meyerdierks ŦƻǊ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ August ǎƘŜƭǘŜǊ ƳŜŀƭΦ 

LŦ ȅƻǳΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ƻǳǘǊŜŀŎƘ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ  

5ƛŀƴƴŜ .ŀǊōƛƴ όпмнύ осп-олпр ƻǊ WŜŀƴ aŀǊǘȊ  όпмнύ осп-нуфпΦ 

 

We need youth to sign up to be acolytes, ushers, lectors, and communion assistants for both 8:15 
and 10:45a.m. worship services. Please contact the church office if interested. 

We will start the Sunday School kick off at 9:30a.m. (or as soon as Joe finishes his organ prelude) 
in the sanctuary. Come meet your teacher, make new friends, and join in the  

fun for the start of the program year!  


