
 
Non-Profit Org. 

U.S. Postage Paid 
Pittsburgh, PA 

Permit 125 

 

“Making Christ Known” 
 

Volume 5, Number 10 
 

Email -  sjlutheran@verizon.net   
 

phone  - 412-364-1606 
 

Saturday Worship:  
5:30 p.m.  

 
 

Sunday Morning Worship:  
8:15 a.m. - Traditional 

with Livestream  
 

Christian Education 
9:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m. 

 

10:45 a.m. - Contemporary 
with Livestream 

 

www.stjohnslutheranchurch.com 
 

Pastor Kari Smail 
 

Pastor Beth Clementson 

St. John’s Lutheran Church  
of Highland 

311 Cumberland Road 
Pittsburgh, PA 15237 

NOVEMBER 2024 

Information as of 
NOVEMBER 2024 

DATED MATERIAL 
Please deliver by October 31, 2024 

“Making Christ Known”  

NOVEMBER 2024 EDITION 

Through God All Things Are Possible 

Senior Pastor Kari Smail 

Associate Pastor Beth Clementson 

Dir. of Contemporary Music Ron Baling 

Organist & Dir. of Choirs Joseph Tuttle 

Office Administrator Mary Lynne Martin 

Office Assistant Andrea Miller 

Accounts Payable Clerk Rich Volpe 

Chief Financial Officer Laura Coombs 

Dir. of St. John’s Preschool Jennifer Bolinda 

Youth Ministry Coordinator Linda Meyerdierks 

Building Usage Coordinator Mike Sheleheda 

Custodian George Tunney 

St. John’s Current Staff 

Current Church Council Members 

President  - Christian Ed. Steve Gottschalk 

Vice President  -  Cemetery Sam Sesti 

Treasurer  - Finance Jessica Gamaché 

Secretary - Evangelism Wendy West Hickey 

Senior Pastor Pastor Smail 

Associate Pastor Pastor Clementson 

Mutual Ministry Matthew Galbraith 

Youth  Ministry Jay  Caulkins 

Stewardship Marcie Emory 

Social Ministry Tony Good 

Worship & Music Marsha Logan 

Preschool  Jody Removchik 

Fellowship Sandy Allen 

Evangelism Lloyd White 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE: 

Ministry Highlights  
 Saintly Sewers 

 Backyard Angels 
 Free  Community Pantry 
 Pleasant Valley Shelter Meal 
 Thank you 
 Fall Food Drive 
 Christmas Gift Drive 
 Veteran’s Memorials/

Honorariums 
 

Partners in Ministry 
 Refuge News 
 

2024 Operating Budget  
 

Activities at St. John’s 
 Having Fun Staying Young 
 Stampers 
 Veteran’s Day Service 
 A Visit to Bethlehem 
 Advent Dinner 
 

Youth News 
 Cumberland Kids 
 Bowling 
 Cookie Walk 

A Note from Pastor Kari 
 

Worship Opportunities 
 Regular Worship  Schedules 

 New Members 

 Choirs 

https://www.stjohnslutheranchurch.com/


 

 

 BELLS  meet Thursdays in the  
 Sanctuary from 6:15-7:15p.m.  
 (still welcoming new ringers) 

 

CHANCEL CHOIR  meets Thursdays  
      in Highland Hall 7:30-8:30p.m.  
  All voices welcome! 
 

          YOUTH CHOIR   
       gathers on Sundays  

in Fellowship Hall 10:30-10:45  
(directly after Sunday School)   

   Youth Age 5 through grade 8  
      ~ are welcome any time ~ 

Vol. 5  Issue 10 “Making Christ Known” 
St. John's Lutheran Church 

Note from Pastor Kari 

Current Information as of November 2024 

Worship Opportunities 

 

 

Sundays 
8:15a.m. ~ Traditional service 
9:30a.m. ~ Christian Education 

10:45a.m. ~ Contemporary service 
 All Sunday services are now 

Livestreamed 
www.stjohnslutheranchurch.com  

 

Saturdays 
5:30p.m. ~ Traditional Service 

 

~Communion~ 
We offer a hybrid style of   
receiving our Lord’s Supper.   
Those attending services in person 
may choose to come up to the  
Altar to receive bread and wine,  
or remain in their seat and  
participate with our current no 
touch method. For those who are 
more comfortable still worshiping 
at home, consecrated cups are  
available for pickup in the vestibule 
at the main entrance of the church 
office area 9a.m. Friday – Sunday 
morning to be used while  
participating with the Sunday 
Livestream worship. 

Dear Friends in Christ,  
 

After a fun filled October, we now find that we have a meaningful November 
beginning! Some things to keep in mind in the month ahead are: 
On the weekend of November 2nd and 3rd we will not only gather for  
All Saints Day, but we will also celebrate Commitment Sunday.  
On All Saints Day we remember the saints who have gone before us,  
not only in the last year but all those we love who have passed. At the 
same time, we give thanks that we are still connected to those folks by  
being a part of the communion of saints in the church which spans the past, 
present, and even the future. When we share in the meal of communion we 
are reunited with all the saints. It is a perfect day then to also remember 
that we are “Better Together” as our stewardship theme proclaims.  
As we each share our gifts of time, talents, and resources we are able to 
accomplish much more than we would be able to on our own. We celebrate 
all that we have been able to do as the Body of Christ, and we commit to 
continue to work together to “Make Christ Known.” 
 

On November 8-10 a group will be journeying to Lutherlyn to “Branch Out” 
in spiritual practices and faith in action for our first congregational retreat. 
Then on Monday, November 11th at 11:00 am, we will gather in the  
sanctuary for our annual ecumenical Veterans Day program. We encourage  
everyone to attend regardless of whether you served in the military, as it is 
a way to support our veterans on Veteran’s Day. 
 

On November 27th our beloved entrance tree will be coming down as it has 
been deemed a hazard. For this reason, on November 24th we will do a  
service of farewell for the tree which has been a part of our congregation 
since it was established almost 200 years ago. Plans are underway to use 
the wood from the tree to remember its role in our history. On the weekend 
of November 23rd and 24th we will also celebrate Christ the King Sunday, 
which is the culmination of the church year before we start the new year 
with Advent on November 30th and December 1st. 
 

November is also a month in which we give thanks. I am so thankful for  
our congregation and for all the ways that I see every day how we are 
“Better Together!” 

Soli Deo Gloria! 
(To God Alone be the Glory!) 

Pastor Kari Smail 

 JUDITH STEENSON 

 NOREA MUTSOLI,  STACY OGUTU  

& SERGEY KODA 

 ALLISON,  ASHLYNN,  BROOKLYN,   

AUBREY & BRINLEY HUSOK 

https://www.stjohnslutheranchurch.com/
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St Marks in Brookline is the home of Backyard Angels. They supply  

clothing to anyone in need for free.  The sizes needed are infant to adult, 
both men’s and women’s.  
 

St John’s has been donating wonderful large quantities of used items of 

clothing! We stuff our SUV probably twice a month or ask Rich to fill his 
truck to transport all the bags. The amount of good quality used items our 

congregation and community donate is remarkable!  
 

Please send clothing that is suitable for fall and winter seasons.   
You can place your items on the marked tables in Highland Hall.   

 Thanks to all who donate!    ~Eric and Kathy Kofmehl~  

Ministry Highlights 

We are beginning our work for this year’s quilts! Our quilts have been transported to Zelienople where all area 
quilts are collected.  Next, they will travel to Baltimore to be packed to send to final destinations.  
 

We heard from Lutheran World Relief that some of our quilts will now be distributed in the U.S. to those in need. 
With the disastrous hurricanes recently some of these quilts have already been sent to victims nearby who need 
them!  
 

We are busy collecting fabric and purchasing batting (which is our biggest expense) to create hopefully even more 
quilts this year! You don’t need to sew to be a member of this group.  We meet on Tuesdays at 12:30 in Highland 
Hall.  

 

    St. John’s Community Pantry 
 

Our Free Community Pantry in the rear parking lot provides personal care items to those in need.  It has been a 
blessing to many in our community however; the shelves empty quickly.            

toilet paper  paper towels  soaps/shampoos   
toothpaste  toothbrushes dental floss  
deodorants  feminine products  General cleaning products 
First Aid items (band-aides, ointments, disinfectant wipes, tissues, etc) 

The only RESTRICTIONS to our pantry are food items, medicines, used and/or open packaged items or things that can melt or freeze in outdoor weather conditions. 

Useful items that are always needed: 

Focus item  
of the month: 

Lip & Skin care 

ChapStick,  
hand cream,  

body lotion, etc. 

 PLEASANT VALLEY MEN’S SHELTER 
 

Thank you to Linda Meyerdierks & John Miller for providing the October meal to the men staying at the Pleasant 
Valley Shelter.  Each month members or organizations of our congregation provide a meal to the clients of the 
shelter on the 4th Wednesday evening of the month. 

 

If you’d like to be involved in this Ministry outreach project please contact Jean Martz  (412) 364-2894. 

We will be baking again  
in June……….  

Meals on Wheels  

 

We would like to thank all of our bakers that baked for Meals on Wheels in October. Everyone is extremely grateful 
when we drop off the baked goods to be distributed with MOW deliveries!  
 

If you’d like to join this valuable mission, please call Eric Kofmehl  (412-860-1585)  
or Kathy Kofmehl  (412-527-9842) to have us put your name on our list.  

You may also make a  
monetary donation to 
our Family Emergency 

Fund. 

Please help us restock!   



“Making Christ Known” Page 3 

Ministry Highlights continued... 

“I was hungry and you gave me food.  
I was thirsty and you gave drink. I was a stranger 

and you welcomed me.”   Matthew 25: 35! 
 

The North Hills Refugee Ministry (NHRM) has continued to assist 
with the Syrian family of six who reside in the Avalon community. 
Partnering with the Jewish Federation of Community Services,  
we have helped our new neighbors to become more and more  
independent of us and it is rewarding to see how their presence  
enriches their community. They are working, paying taxes, going to  
school, and supporting local businesses. God has blessed this and 
all of us are grateful. 

 

This ministry is possible because of support from members of St. John’s, Trinity and Perry Highway  
Lutheran Churches and a generous grant awarded to the NHRM from the Southwestern PA Synod’s  
Ethel L. Verney Endowment Fund. If you are interested in learning more about this ministry,  
please contact Pastor Beth at the church office (beth@sjhighland.com) or Cris Ruffolo at 412-721-8422 
or ruffonews@gmail.com. 

Partners in Ministry 

The social ministry committee is accepting donations “in memory” or “in honor” of those who served  
in our United States Military. All funds collected will be sent to the Wounded Warriors Project. Donation 
forms are available at both entrances to our sanctuary and in our vestibule. We will recognize these  

memorials and honorariums in our worship bulletins on Veterans Day weekend.  
 

 
 

 

Your Name: _______________________________________________________________  
 

In loving memory of: ________________________________________________________    
    __________________________________________________________________________ 
 

In honor of: ________________________________________________________________  
   __________________________________________________________________________  
 

 Donation Amount: $ ________________ Please return to the church office by Monday, Nov. 4, 2024 

This year we will again be collecting 
clothes and toys for children at  
Christmas time.  So, start early and  
pick up some fun items to  
donate to children that won’t  
otherwise have anything  
on Christmas morning. 
 

Watch the newsletter,  
Saturday email and church  
announcements for dates of donations! 

is sponsoring a Fall Food Drive beginning the weekend of 
October 25th through November 10th   
The donated food will go to Northside Common  
Ministries who help a number of people in the greater  
Pittsburgh area.  Paper bags will be available for you to put 

the food in and return to the church. 
 

Let’s help families in our community  
enjoy a bountiful Thanksgiving by  

bringing in some food!!! 

mailto:beth@sjhighland.com
mailto:ruffonews@gmail.com.
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Activities at St. John’s 

A Silver Sneakers sponsored exercise group that meets on 
Mondays and Thursdays at 10:15a.m. in Highland Hall. 
Having Fun Staying young is growing in numbers each 
week. Why don’t you come and join us? This is a friendly 
group that comes to exercise and helps each other and 
we continue to have fun while trying to stay fit.  
 

We meet at 9:30 for coffee and our class  
has men and women of all ability levels.   

 

 

                        Come and join this fun group! 

 

Want to tell people about your group’s ministry? Need volunteers for a service event? Have a special announcement 
about at event through St. John’s? Put it in the newsletter! Deadline for submissions is the 15th of each month.  

Please email your information to Lori Elgin at  lelgin2001@yahoo.com  
Please note, newsletter articles and announcements are subject to staff approval.  

2024 Operating Budget 

We accept credit payments for a  

variety of missions. Scan the QR code, 

indicate the amount you would like to  

donate then click the dropdown arrow and 

choose the specific fund you would like it 

directed to.  If you have any questions, 

please contact the church office. 

Please note:  If you currently choose to have your monthly   

contribution automatically withdrawn from your checking account,  

this method of contributing does not replace the ACH-Auto Debit  

2024 Operating Budget 
 

YTD Income vs. Budget – September 2024 

YTD Income Budgeted         $508,964.25 

YTD Income Received         $507,044.83 

Over (Under) Budgeted             ($   1,919.42) 
 

YTD Expenses vs Budget – September 2024 

YTD Expenses Budgeted   $508,964.25 

YTD Expenses Incurred      $520,295.70 

Over (Under) Budgeted               $ 11,331.45 
 

YTD Income Received         $507,044.83 

YTD Expenses Incurred       520,295.70**                        
YTD Surplus (Deficit)              ($   13,250.87)  

Good Things to Know.. 

PROMOTE YOUR EVENT!   
 
 

Holding an event through St. John’s that you’d  
like to promote on our website?  
 
 

 Fill out a paper form at the church office, or 
 complete the online form found at  

Please note, web postings  
for church events  

are subject to staff approval.  

www.stjohnslutheranchurch.com/mediarequest 

ST. JOHN’S LISTENS! 

St. John’s Congregation Council members are available to hear 
your feedback and concerns.  Please share your thoughts with:  

You can email the Congregation Council at  
 listeningconcerns@stjohnslutheranchurch.com. 

Sandy Allen 
Jay Caulkins 
Marcie Emory 
Matthew Galbraith 
Pastor Kari 

Jessica Gamache 
Tony Good 
Steve Gottschalk 
Wendy West Hickey  
Pastor Beth 

Marsha Logan 
Jody Removchik 
Sam Sesti 
Lloyd White 

** Expenses Incurred include $7,000 to finish the extra lines to the  
Generator, $5,118 for the Refrigerator, $6,330 for the pump to fix the  
water pressure and  $1,705 for lock system on new door for a total of 
$20,153 paid out of the surplus funds in the General Fund. 

will be having a lot  

of on 

. Projects will all be Christmas 

themed. All are welcome to join us. Please bring your 
own adhesive/glue. There is a $5/person fee to help 
cover the cost of materials. If you plan to attend please 
let Betsy Fackler know by November 6th. by email 
pdfeaf@zoominternet.net or text 412 427-2045. 
 

Check the screen inside the back entrance  
for location since Bethlehem construction  
may be in progress in Fellowship Hall! 

https://www.stjohnslutheranchurch.com/mediarequest
https://www.stjohnslutheranchurch.com/mediarequest
mailto:listeningconcerns@stjohslutheranchurch.com?subject=Listening%20Concern
mailto:pdfeaf@zoominternet.net
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NEW for 2024 will be a  
Candlelight Processional 

Concert following the  
Advent Dinner on Friday, 

December 6th.  
 

Following the concert,  
those in attendance will be 
the first to Visit Bethlehem.  

 

It takes a village to bring  
“A Visit to Bethlehem”  

to life.  We will need  
 

• ACTORS 

• SET BUILDERS 

• CHOIR SINGERS  

• MUSICIANS  

• PUBLICITY HELP   

• PARKING ATTENDANTS        
   and more.  

 

SIGN UP FORMS ARE IN 
HIGHLAND HALL 

 

If you are interested in being 
a part of Bethlehem or if you 

have any questions  
please contact  Bryan Abbott 
at Bryansworld8@gmail.com 

 

 

 Advent Dinner For All Ages!  Friday December 6, 2024 5:00 - 7:30 P.M. 
 

Dinner will be served at 5:00pm with a program to follow at 6:00pm 
 

Menu:  Ham, Chicken Tenders (for children), Potato Casserole,  
            Vegetable, Applesauce, Rolls and Dessert 

 

 A Free Will offering will be collected to offset the cost of dinner 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Advent Dinner - December 6, 2024 
Name:  

 
Number of Adults          Number of Children  

 
 

Please have your reservation in by December 1, 2024. 

Please RSVP  with slip below 

mailto:Bryansworld8@gmail.com


Youth News 

   Cumberland Kids is back!!!!  
 

 

It is an afterschool program for 1st through 8th graders from 3:45 pm until 5:45 pm each  
Wednesday. Transportation is available from McKnight Elementary and Carson Middle School, 
and children from other schools are welcome as well as long as their families can provide  
transportation. Each week consists of a snack and time for homework, a craft or service project, 
time in the arena, and dinner. The suggested donation is $3 a week.  

We will not be meeting November 27th.  
Please contact the church office for more information or a registration form!    
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St. John’s Youth 1st - 12th grade will be going bowling on Sunday, November 17th.   
We will meet in Highland Hall after the 10:45am for a pizza lunch and then head over to Pines  
Plaza. A donation of $10.00 is requested to cover the cost of 1 hour of bowling, shoes, snacks,  
pizza and drink. Pick up at Pines Plaza at 2p.m.  You’ll have a ball! 

Please RSVP by November 13th. 
If you have any questions or if you have any financial concerns,  
please contact Linda Meyerdierks at lmmeyers@zoominternet.net  
or text 724-612-7745 

 

Cookie Walk   

What is it? 

For those who do not particularly like slaving in the kitchen to make all different 

kinds of cookies, a cookie walk is the perfect solution. You get to leisurely  

walk through the fellowship hall and choose from many assortments  

of cookies to put together however many dozen you would like.  

Bring your favorite cookie tin or if you forgot it, we will have containers provided. 
 

 

 

 

What is if for? 

The cookie walk profits will go towards our youth attending the National Youth 

Gathering/Youth Work service projects/trips & Youth Events. 

What kinds of cookies will there be? 

We will be making Oreo balls, thumbprints, peanut butter blossoms  

and buckeyes just to name a few. 
 

The cookie walk gives you a chance to put together a fresh from the bakery 

cookie assortment with a simple stroll around Highland Hall. 

Where is it? 

Highland Hall 

When is it? 

December, 7th - 5pm – 6:45pm 

December, 8th – 8am – 4pm 

How much does it 

cost? 

$10.00 per dozen 


