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Saturdays

5:30p.m. ~ Traditional service

January is a month where we contemplate the year ahead and *
we think of all the things that we want to do. As the year undays :
progresses, we discover how we are able to live into the L
lutions that we make at the start. During this month we 10:43a.m. ~ Contemporary service
resolutions w : - uring th W All Sunday services are now
also meet as a congregation to reflect on the year of ministry Livestreamed
that has been completed and we look to the new year ahead www.stjohnswww.stjohnslutheranchurch.com
with a Plan for Ministry with hope for all the ways that we

will strive to “Make Christ Known” in the days ahead.

Happy New Year!

|

Christian Education
We offer Sunday School options

In our worship calendar this month we also celebrate the gorlfgs errg(i)rrenifznéﬂf}r]oﬁ
. . . . u
Baptism of our Lord. Itis a rer-nm(-iel_‘ of our own baptisms. 9:3023[11. _ 10:§0a.m.
As we begin this new year, I think it is helpful for us to be —
reminded of' God's grace for us in the journey. Everyday;, ~Communion~
because of our baptism, we are given a fresh start. Our sins We offer a hybrid style of
, , , receiving our Lord’s Supper.
are washed away and we are free to once again strive to live Those attending services in
our lives in service to God and one another. person may choose to come up
to the Altar to receive bread and
While we know that no year goes exactly according to our wine, or remain in their seat and
: : ) participate with our current no
plans, we do know that God 1s there with us through it all, e e il
giving us grace and hope for each and every day. For those who are more
Thanks be to God! comfortable still worshiping at
X ) home, consecrated cups are
Soli Deo Gloria! available for pickup in the
To God Alone be the Glory! vestibule at the main entrance
( p . 1 ) of the church office area
astor Kari Smai 9a.m. Friday — Sunday

le morning to be used while

s = — e T — -« > e p—
- Uiy — - (7 2= . — = S = .. = .
> g A NNUAI = ATIONAL BIEETll'lé o e participating with the Sunday
. - -~ ,—U jE ’g l—w ;EGATf — <5 . jl Livestream worship.
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Please note that our annual meeting will take place on

Sunday, January 26th.
We will gather in Highland Hall around noon for a lunch hosted by our church council,
and then meet in the sanctuary at 1:00pm.

At the meeting we will reflect on our ministry in 2024 and look forward to ministry in 2025. There will be
a vote to adopt the budget for 2025, as well as a special vote for amendment approval of the permanent
resolution for the Mission Endowment Fund to align it with the constitution and our practices. The annual
report, proposed budget, and the proposed amendments to the permanent resolution for the Mission
Endowment Fund will be available at the church prior to the meeting. We hope you can join us as we
meet and celebrate our ministry together of Making Christ Known!

Members are welcome to join the meeting at 1:00pm remotely through http://www.zoom.us

With Meeting ID: 854 5574 1059 and Passcode: 191159.
This information will be available in the Weekly Announcements email with clickable links for easy access!
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What is it you treasure most?

Both children and adults can become fascinated with lost treasure. We have all heard stories about
adventures that follow a hand drawn map with challenges on the journey that end with finding a
treasure chest full of wonderful things. There are animated and regular movies with this theme,

as well as books, and real life experiences that have happened in the past and even happen today.

For some reason people have a tendency to become excited about the unknown and the hidden
potential it might have.

Many times as we age, however, we find that what we consider treasure changes. It goes from the
pot of gold at the end of the rainbow to the people that we love the most.

In terms of our faith, Jesus helps us to see where our ultimate treasure is as he states in Matthew
6:19-21, "Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust consume and
where thieves break in and steal; but store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither
moth nor rust consumes and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is,
there your heart will be also.”

God is our greatest treasure, not only because God loves us more than anyone, but also because
God gives us life here on earth and life in our heavenly home. This treasure is not just for us,

it is for everyone. And if this is our treasure, then our hearts rejoice at this greatest of gifts.

It is not lost, but instead God finds us and holds on to us forever. This lets us live in thankfulness
for the treasure we know in God, and so we give in joyful response to it in order to help others to
come to know this greatest of treasures as well. When God is our treasure we are reminded that
we are “Better Together!”

- —MiNSTRYHIGHLIGHTS © - - — - - ]

e — e — -

Saintly Sewers

% One of our members made 10 Christmas themed Lap Quilts for residents of ﬁﬂ i
St John’s Lutheran Senior Life! The beautiful quilts were distributed by :
Carole and Chuck Helvig. They sure brightened the day of 10 residents.

We resume our quilting work on January 7 after a short holiday break.

/ We are so appreciative of all fabric donations this past year and welcome all

cotton or cotton/poly blends fabrics. New members are always welcome to
join our group! No sewing skills required.

ST. JOHN’s COMMUNITY PANTRY i L o
Our FRee Community Pantry in the rear parking lot provides personal care items o‘f‘:::’sw':v";'y, p
to those in need. It hasbeen a blessing to many in our community however; the shelves DIAPERS
empty quickly. Please help us restock! g oo, ——
Useful items that are always needed: /" Youmay also make a k . CHILDREN

. /4 .
toilet paper paper towels soaps/shampoos [ monetary donationio ApuLt )
toothpaste toothbrushes dental floss \ Em””r ; “ml’f; a A £ Wiees '
deodorants feminine products ~ General cleaning products ., “"ese e fund ¢ E — N

S aiq: : _ » N g 1
First Aid items (band-aides, ointments, disinfectant wipes, tissues, etc) ht T
The only RESTRICTIONS to our pantry are food items, medicines, used and/or open packaged items or things that can melt or freeze in outdoor weather conditions.
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PLEASANT VALLEY MEN’S SHELTER

On the 4th Wednesday of each month members of our congregation provide a dinner to those men
staying at the Pleasant Valley Shelter. Thank you to the Schmitt Family for providing
the December shelter meal. If you’d like to be involved in this Ministry outreach project
please contact Emily Bovan 724-757-7815 or Jean Martz 412-364-2894.

The Social Ministry Committee wants to thank everyone who
- contributed to the Christmas gift/toy drive. It is wonderful to have such
a generous congregation that wants to help those who are less
fortunate. Many children will be very happy when
they get a nice gift on Christmas because of your
donation!! THANK YOU!!!
Here’s a wish for a very Merry Christmas and
the happiest of New Years to all of you!

- ——PARTNERS INMINISTRY . -

“I was hungry and you gave me food. | was thirsty and you gave drink.
I was a stranger and you welcomed me.” Matthew 25: 35!

One year ago, the North Hills Refugee Ministry was organizing to invite a refugee family into our community.
Working with the Jewish Federation of Community Services we were able to welcome and assist a refugee
family of six from Syria. If you can imagine what it would be like to be forced from your home, country,
family and friends and have to move to an area with a different language and :
culture, you might have a glimpse of what life might be like for you and your
family under similar circumstances.

Since their arrival in Pittsburgh in early June, our new neighbors have started to
become financially independent. They have challenges, of course, and we are still
available to guide them as they continue to settle into our neighborhood. Our
official commitment to this family through JFCS has ended, but our neighborly
relationship with them has not. We have become friends and continue to stay in
touch with them.

We have been blessed to be able to offer assistance to other refugee families who have recently come to our
communities here in Pittsburgh. This is possible because of the generous grant awarded to us from the
Ethel L. Verney Fund and because our Syrian friends have done so well with becoming financially independent.

What is next for the NHRM? We are looking forward to welcoming a new family in 2025 and we would love to
welcome more volunteers to help with this rewarding task. Please contact Pastor Beth (beth@sjhighland.com)
or Cris Ruffolo (ruffonews@gmail.com or 412-721-8422).

This ministry is possible because of support from members of St. John’s, Trinity and Perry Highway Lutheran
Churches and a generous grant awarded to the NHRM from the Southwestern PA Synod’s Ethel L. Verney
Endowment Fund. If you are interested in learning more about this ministry, please contact Pastor Beth at the
church office (beth@sjhighland.com) or Cris Ruffolo at 412-721-8422 or ruffonews@gmail.com.
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Let’s clean out our closets this New Year!

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church in Brookline is the home of Backyard Angels.
Many wonderful volunteers organize and display free clothing for distribution
to children and adults of all ages.

They are currently accepting clothing for the winter season. St. John’s
members have contributed a large portion of this clothing. We can be proud

Backyard of what we do to support Backyard Angels! Please drop your items off on the
Angels tables in Highland Hall designated for Backyard Angels. Items are transported
approximately once a month. Let’s continue to help others by cleaning out our
closets this New Year and bring in those donations!
https://stmarkbrookline.wixsite.com/smic/our-ministries
Loy = = L. — S L T == Pl
~ ——° - VOLUNTEEROPPORTUNITIES - — - - -

We are in need of volunteers to help during
worship as ushers, lectors (readers),
communion deacons (serve wine), and
acolytes (light candles).

All ages are welcome to participate in these
important roles. Sign-up sheets are located at
the front of the church or
email Mary Lynne Martin
at sjlutheran@verizon.net

MAKE SOME MusiCc WITH OUR CHOIRS!

BELLS meet Thursdays in the Sanctuary
from 6:15-7:15p.m. (still welcoming new ringers)

CHANCEL CHOIR meets Thursdays in Highland Hall

7:30-8:30p.m. All voices welcome!
YouTtH CHOIR gathers on Sundays in Fellowship Hall

b
i

10:30-10:45 (directly after Sunday School)
Youth Age 5 through grade 8
~All are welcome any time

2024 Operating Budget

YTD Income vs. Budget - November 2024

YTD Income Budgeted $ 622,067.42
YTD Income Received $ 638,797.38

Over (Under) Budgeted $ 16,729.38

YTD Expenses vs Budget — November 2024
YTD Expenses Budgeted $ 622,067.42
YTD Expenses Incurred $ 649,735.28
Over (Under) Budgeted $ 27,667.86

We accept credit payments for a variety of missions.
Scan the QR code, indicate the amount you would
like to donate then click the dropdown
arrow and choose the specific fund you E
would like to direct your contribution to.

If you have any questions,
please contact the church office.

Please note: If you currently choose to have your monthly contribution
automatically withdrawn from your checking account, this method of
contributing does not replace the ACH-Auto Debit

WE WOULD LIKE TO THANK THE CONGREGATION FOR
THEIR SUPPORT IN KEEPING THEIR PLEDGES UP TO DATE/

)

YTD Income Received $ 638,797.38
YTD Expenses Incurred $649,735.28**
YTD Surplus (Deficit) ($ 10,937.90)

** Expenses Incurred include $7,000 to finish the extra lines to the Generator; $5,118 for the Refrigerator; $8,650 for the pump
to fix the water pressure; $1,705 for lock system on new door; $7,596 HVAC equipment upgrade; $3,260 sound equipment
upgrade; and $17,942 for motorized drapery; for a total of $51,271 paid out of the surplus funds in the General Fund.
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ST. JOHN’S LISTENS!

ya

St. John’s Congregation Council members Holding an event through St. John's that you'd

are available to hear your feedback
and concerns.

Please share your thoughts with:

Sandy Allen Jessica Gamache . -

Jay Caulkins Tony Good or fill out a paper form at the church office.
Marcy Emory Steve Gottschalk Please be sure to submit your requests a month
Marsha Logan Sam Sesti before you need the information posted.

Jody Removchik Lloyd White If you want the information included in the
Matthew Galbraith Wendy West Hickey newsletter, email the information by the 15™
Pastor Kari Pastor Beth of the previous month to: Lori Elgin at

You can also email the Congregation Council at _ .
listeningconcerns@stjohnslutheranchurch.com. | Please note, web postings and newsletter articles

“Making Christ Known”

PROMOTE YOUR EVENT!

like to promote?

If you want the information on our website,
Complete the online form found at
www.stjohnslutheranchurch.com/mediarequest

lelgin2001@yahoo.com

are subject to staff approval.

St. John's Lost and Found

Missing something?? Did you know that we have an actual Lost & (hopefully)
Found box in our office area? There is even an updated list of items that have
been turned into to the office posted on our bulletin boards! So the next time you
think you may have left your water cup, toy, notebook, umbrella, etc. at church,
please ask to see if it’s in our box, anxiously waiting to find it’s owner!

that meets
10:15a.m.

numbers e

H@wumg] RiinkStaying W@ﬂﬂ@@!

A Silver Sneakers sponsored exercise group

0y —

on Mondays and Thursdays at
in Highland Hall.

Having Fun Staying young is growing in

ach week. Why don’t you come

and join us? This is a friendly group that
comes to exercise and helps each other
and we continue to have fun while trying to
stay fit.

We meet at 9:30 for coffee and
our class has men and women of
all ability levels.

Come and join this fun group!

HAPPY NEW YEAR
from the St. John’s Stampers

We hope you have all had a Blessed holiday season.
We “stampers” will be getting back into our groove
on Saturday, January 11th from 9-noon.
(Weather permitting).

This month we’ll be creating a variety of birthday cards!
Hopefully there will something for everyone!

All are welcome to join us.

Please bring your own adhesive and let Betsy know by
Wednesday, January 8th
if you’re planning to come.
Contact info: pdfeaf@zoominternet.net
or text to 412 427-2045. (

There is a charge of $5/person >
to help cover the cost of materials.
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January 19th, 2025 - Youth are going to Urban Air Trampoline Park Cranberry Twp

Mark your calendar: VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL! July 7th - July 11th
True North -Trusting Jesus in a Wild World

Watch the Band App, Bulletin, and Fliers for upcoming youth events! Please contact
Linda Meyerdierks at Inmeyers@zoominternet.net if you have any questions. Happy New Year!

Join Our New Communication App to Stay Up-to-Date on
All of Our Youth & Family Events!

A Step-by-Step Guide for Downloading the “Band” App and Joining the
“St. John’s Lutheran Church of Highland” Band.

1: Search in your App Store for the “Band” app. It looks like this: The app is 100% free.

2: Set Up Your Account
— Please use your full name (first & last) this will help our admins identify church members.
—  You will be asked for your birthday — this is because teenagers under the age of 18 must be “invited” into
the group, while adults are able to search for it. Please allow the app to send you notifications — this will
ensure you stay up to date on all of the happenings with our youth programming!

3: Once you have set up your account, look for the search icon in the top right corner - looks like a magnifying glass,//"'
— You do not need to “Start a Band” — that’s already been taken care of! Search: St. John’s Lutheran Church
of Highland This is case-sensitive! The icon that will appear is a picture of the front of our church building.

4: Click on the group icon. Once you’re in the group, you’ll see a green “Request to Join this Band” button.
— Once you click on that Request button, a notification will be sent to our group administrator who will
manage the requests. This is why it is helpful for you to use your full name when you set up your account.
It helps our admin be able to identify who are our members, and who may have stumbled upon our group
but does not need access.

5: If you have any issues or questions, contact Pastor Beth!

6: Once you have been accepted into the “Band,” you’ll have access to our full activities calendar. You’'ll be able to
rsvp, add events to your own digital calendar, receive event reminders, and get up-to-date notifications if/when
events are created or changed! It may take a bit to get used to the app, we’re all learning it together, but it will
be a great tool to keep us connected and keep the lines of communication between church leadership, parents,
and youth open safely and effectively!

penan Cumberland Kids

co an afterschool program for ALL 1* through g graders
K Wednesdays from 3:45-5:45 p.m.
Registration required. Please drop off completed registration form to St. John’s, fax
it to the church (412-364-8477), or email to smailk@stjohnslutheranchurch.com .
n ALL ARE WELCOME AND ENCOURAGED TO COME!
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Merry Christmas!

and Happy New Year!

Thank you for all of your expressions of kindness to
us over the past year! We are grateful for your
partnership in ministry!

Sincerely,
Pastor Kari, Pastor Beth,
and the staff of St. John’s of Highland




