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A NOTE FROM PASTOR BETH WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES
Dear Friends in Christ, Saturdays
| recently discovered a music entity called Common Hymnal. 5:30p.m. ~ Traditional Service

They are a collective of musicians, artists, storytellers, and poets

that have created a virtual hymnbook of sorts that speaks to the Sundavs

current turmoil of our world and offers hope for the future. " y .
While | have not listened to their whole music catalog yet, | have 8:15a.m. ~ Traditional service
listened to quite a bit of it and have found it to be a beautiful 9:30a.m. ~ Christian Education

10:45a.m. ~ Contemporary service

All Sunday services are now
Livestreamed

addition to my prayer life.

There is one song, in particular, that has stuck with me
recently. It's called “Come to the Table.” Some of the lyrics say .
this: “Come to the table, from near and from far. Come from the | |[WWW.Stjohnslutheranchurch.com
shadows, come out of the dark. There’s room at the table,

we saved you a seat. Come to the banquet, come join in the ~Communion~

feast... There’s no inner circle, come dine with the king. We offer a hybrid style of

Recline at the table, come led down your guard. You're never receiving our Lord’s Supper.

a stranger, just come as you are. Come be whole, come be Those attending services in-

loved. Come accepted, come now come.” person may choose to come up to
the Altar to receive bread and

One of the things that | love about Lent is that during this wine, or remain in their seat and

season we're reminded that in the midst of our sin, in our participate with our current no

struggles, in our doubts, in our burdens we are invited to come touch method. For those who are

to Christ with all of it. That as we approach the communion table more comfortable still worshiping

at home, consecrated cups are

every Sunday, there is always space for us, there is pure love availablé for pickup in the

and acceptance - we don’t have to be perfect or have it all eae e fref GrEeE
together. We are invited to just show up exactly as we are and of the church office area 9a.m.
every single time Christ meets us there with unending love, Friday — Sunday morning to be

forgiveness, and grace. used while participating with the

So come to the table, my friends. Christ is ready to meet you Sunday Livestream worship.
there. May God bless you during this Lenten season.

Peace, Pastor Beth &.@[ﬁ]ﬁ@[ﬁ] Mﬁ@W@@k
Gatherings

Each Wednesday in Lent until March 25" we will gather at 11:00 am in the sanctuary for Service of the Word.
Folks are welcome to bring a bag lunch and gather in Highland Hall if they want a space for food and fellowship.

Each Wednesday Evening in Lent until March 25" we gather at 7:00 pm in Highland Hall for a study on a new
ELCA social statement entitled, “Faith and Civic Life: Seeking the Well-Being of All.” Copies of the
social statement are be available at the church or you can link to the social statement here:
https://elcamediaresources.blob.core.windows.net/cdn/wp-content/uploads/
Faith_and_Civic_Life_Seeking the Wellbeing of All Social Statement.pdf

Tables are available in Highland Hall at 6:00 pm for any folks that would like to come early to read the social
statement or to bring a bag supper to eat prior to the study.

These evenings conclude with a Taize worship service in the sanctuary from 8:00 to 8:30 pm.
The contemplative worship.

Please join us for any or all of these gatherings as we journey with Christ to the cross and
consider ways in which we can renew our commitment to living out our faith in the world.
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WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

Thanks to all who participated in our fun Evangelism activity for

cOme an ‘-"-7 Be February, Come and be...LOVED, as we answered the question,
aiie nun “How can we show love to our neighbors?”

A~ By 4~ e~ InMarch, things will get a little more serious as the Evangelism
L) |’ L ‘ M ‘ committee’s Open Door Team turns to another top response from
i Sy e our survey: Come and Be... FORGIVEN.

During worship services on Saturday March 7 and Sunday March 8, we will have the opportunity to
feel cleansed using another participation activity. Your sin will literally be “washed away” as we
symbolically let go of a burden or worry that might be heavy on our hearts.

Remember — YOU make St. John’s a great place to Come and Be!

BLESSED TO BE A BLESSING REFLECTION FOR MARCH...... ]

In the month of March, we celebrate St Patrick’s Day. According to history, St. Patrick was born in
Britain in 385 AD. When he was just a teenager he was kidnapped by pirates and he was enslaved for
6 years in Ireland. It is said that what got him through that difficult time was prayer. His time in Ireland

.

was so formative that after he escaped from captivity, he eventually went back to Ireland and
became a bishop there who sought to teach the people about Christ, and he used a shamrock
as a teaching tool to talk about the Trinity.

Knowing the story of St. Patrick, it is interesting that we associate St. Patrick’s Day with good
luck since he was held captive for 6 years and that must have been awful, especially as a teenager,
and I’'m sure he wouldn’t want anyone else to go through the same traumatic experience. And yet it
seems that Patrick’s traumatic experience allowed him to see a people’s need for Christ which in turn
directed him to his calling and he made so much of a difference for that community that he became their
patron saint.

This year we are pondering what it means that we are “Blessed to be a Blessing.” The story of
St. Patrick is a reminder that no matter what our circumstance, God is with us, helping us through,
and that is a blessing indeed. As Saint Patrick prayed to God during his captivity, he knew the blessing
of God’s presence with him which helped to get him through that time, and so after he escaped he sought
to share God’s blessing with others because he knew what a difference it could make in their lives.
May we seek to do the same, praying to God each day, opening our eyes to God’s blessings,
and sharing God’s blessings with others - including the blessing of Christ, in order to offer a glimmer of
hope to a weary world! We are so lucky to be followers of Christ with this calling where we are

“Blessed to be a Blessing!”

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION ]

The Christian Education Committee is sponsoring two Lenten benevolence opportunities.

Undie Sunday - We are asking that you bring NEW Underwear to donate to the &&:
North Hills Community Outreach. Underwear is desperately needed and the least UNDIE

donated item. Men’s, women’s and kid’s underwear are all needed. Please don’t UNDAY
forget the little ones, as diapers in all sizes are also need.

S
L

knock Knock your Socks Off - We are also asking that you bring

N NEW socks to donate to the North Hills Community Outreach.

~ k Socks are also needed and infrequently donated. Warm, thick socks are best.
‘SOC S Men’s, women’s and kid’s socks are needed.

Donation Boxes will be in Highland Hall until Easter Sunday
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[ SOME MINISTRY HIGHLIGHTS

Filling Lenten coin collection boxes with coins can be a way to build faith practices that foster
spiritual growth in sharing and spreading God’s love. The funds collected will go to our
Family Emergency Fund to help others struggling with temporary financial challenges.

They are located at each entrance to our sanctuary and in our vestibule.

= The boxes can be returned on Palm Sunday and Easter Sunday.
N . If you have any questions, please call the church office (412)364-1606 or
7?‘"* i '1* email us at sjlutheran@verizon.net
w

We display a new Quilt

Our SAINTLY SEWERS meet on each week in Highland Hall
because they are too beautiful
TUESDAYS AT 12:30PM in Highland Hall. to not share.

This is a fun group of people who enjoy our weekly meetings together.
Even if you do not sew, we need lots of help tying knots to add the finishing
touches to the quilts.

If you would rather sew at home, we can provide you with quilt squares all
cut and designed to be sewn together. You can return the completed quilt top
and we will assemble the rest of it.

COME AND JOIN OUR LIVELY GROUP!  No sewing necessary.

ofthe
Women EI_cA S@? PLEASANT VALLEY MEN’S SHELTER and

] ) BETHLEHEM WOMEN'S SHELTER
St. John’s WELCA will be meeting at 7:00 pm

. . St. John’s members, or organizations of our
on Tuesday, March 17th in Highland Hall. congregation, provide a meal to the clients
We continue our Bible study of the shelters in our area on the 4th
“Daring Women of the Bible,” Wednesday evening of the month.

Thank you to Linda & Tom Nardina and

Christian Education for providing

Pl i thi ! February’s meal to the Pleasant Valley
case join us, and wear something Green Men’s shelter and to James Grainer for

providing the meal to Bethlehem Haven.

G-W' W ' In March, the Linda Meyerdierks along

with the Confirmation Class will cook for

and our hostess will be Linda Nardina.

THE SOCIAL MINISTRY COMMITTEE the men at Pleasant Valley and the
wants to THANK YOU for a very successful Ward Family will prepare the meals for the
Super Bowl Canned Food drive! women at Bethlehem Haven.

The donated items completely filled the space in a
SUV! Then they were delivered to the North Hills
Community Outreach Foodbank.

If you'd like to be involved in either of these
outreach Ministries please contact
Emily Bovan (724) 757-7812

They were extremely appreciative for your gracious (Men’s Shelter Meal) or
hearts! Marjorie Mills (412)266-8210
We are so ‘blessed to be a blessing’ for those in our (Women’s Shelter Meal).

communities who are hungry - thank you!
Jean Martz (chairperson)
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[ ACTIVITIES AT ST. JOHN’S ]

T After 20 plus years, we are reinventing A Visit to Bethlehem
ehe.m in 2026 by converting it into a Stage Show / Musical.
e The sets from the previous version will be used, but instead of
N\us'lca|- WorkshoP being setup as a walkthrough, the new experience will become
The ) astage show presentation. Our guests will still experience all of

the different locations in our town of Bethlehem.

We will still need volunteers to act as set builders, stage crew, singing cast, non-singing cast,
ushers, and more. Just as in the original version, there will be positions for children and adults.
In order to create the best vision of this new experience, we are inviting creative people
to join us for a Workshop consisting of 3 initial meetings. These meetings will involve
brainstorming ideas, solving challenges, set design, and re-working the existing script. They will
take place on the following Sunday evenings in Highland Hall from 6 PM till 8 PM.

Sunday, March 15 Sunday, March 22 Sunday, April 12

If you are interested in joining the Bethlehem: The Musical Workshop, please sign up in the

church office, or email Bryan Abbott at Bryansworld8@gmail.com. Feel free to email any
questions as well.

Amy Kennedy and Tony Good will offer 2 opportunities to renew or refresh your current CPR Certificate.

-
1} Sunday, April 12" or Sunday, April 26th.
r\&_& Both sessions will be held in Highland Hall from Noon - 3:00pm.
[ ' ’] If you are interested in attending either of these instructional courses, there is a
cpr training sign-up sheet in the church office area. If you have any questions, please email

either Tony (goodhalter@verizon.net) or Amy (rn.amy321@gmail.com)

It’s March already and hopefully Spring is in the air!
The St. John’s Warmer air or not the St. John’s Stampers will be thinking
Stampers SPRING when we meet on Saturday, March 14th from 9am-noon
P in Fellowship Hall to create some cards for Easter and beyond.

All are welcome. We usually have 5 greeting cards available to make.
There is a fee of $5/person to help cover the cost of materials and we ask
that you bring your own double-sided adhesive or glue. P

If you plan to join us, please let Betsy Fackler know by Tuesday,

:
March 10th so she has time to prep everything! You can do that by
email at pdfeaf@wzoominternet.net or texting 412 427-2045.

[H]ﬁﬂ@ Fum A Silver Sneakers sponsored exercise group that meets on Mondays
W ﬂ and Thursdays at 10:15a.m. in Highland Hall. Having Fun Staying
'a @Uﬂ young is growing in numbers each week. Why don’t you come and join
© £ us? This is a friendly group that comes to exercise and helps each
other and we continue to have fun while trying to stay fit. We meet at
9:30 for coffee and our class has men and women of all ability levels.

Come and join this fun group!
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From our very oldest to our very youngest members, here are the responses from the Evangelism Committee’s
February COME AND BE... LOVED activity... “How can we show love to our neighbors?”
Use one of these great ideas today!

Care Say hello Host a party Give a compliment  Offer them help

Vote Call them Hold the door Always be honest Walk their dog

Smile Show mercy Mow their lawn Give a compliment  Visit the hospital
Share Shovel snow Make eye contact Make some cookies Meet their needs
Understand Comfort them Show no judgement Keep them company Treat everyone equally

Show compassion Slow down the rush

Give a hug and a smile
Pray with and for them
Lend a helping hand
Send a note or a card
Spend time with them
Love with all your heart
Invite them to church
Take time to listen
LOVE Give them a bouquet
YOUR Witness for our Lord
NEIGHBOR Interact with them more
Talk across the fence

Tell them they are loved
Small gifts for the children
Make family time together

| YOUTH NEWS |

Elementary March 15th Time: 11:45am - 1:30 pm Location: Meet and Pick-up Fellowship
Activity: Eat lunch and play St. Patrick's Day games and activities with our Church Friends.

. S —

o — Y 4
RISE Events
March. 8th Fun Youth Games Time: 6:30pm - 8:00pm Location: Youth Room and Gym
Activity: Snacks and Fun activities with Youth Group Friends

March. 22nd Service Time: 6:30pm - 8:00pm Location: Youth Room and Gym
Activity: Snacks and Fun Service Project - working on building Decorations for Vacation Bible School

Do unto others as they need and want to be treated
History will always favor those who showed compassion
Do a series of signs on a different aspect of love

Let them know you are always there for them

Tell them they are seen, welcomed, loved

Talk to a neighbor who seems lonely
Let God shine through your heart
Cook and deliver a meal or dessert
Offer help with household tasks

Be a listener to a sad friend

Be a village for all the children

Make random treats for them

Listen when they need a fried

Invite them to a family event

Always smile and offer help

—_— —_—~—
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
Join us for a fun week of Vacation Bible School
JULY 13 = 17™ from 5:30 - 8:00pm.
We will be joining Scout, an energetic and curious dog,
how God is with us in whatever situations we face.

o C‘ﬂépd_éma'ﬁ Klth

ROAD TRIP

N  ONTHE GOWITH GOD *

To register or sign up to volunteer please use the following site:

https:/ /st-john-s-lutheran-church-of-highland.mycokesburyvbs.com/
Any, questions please reach out to Anna-Marie Christian at AnnaMarie@sjhighland.com

e — —
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' 2026 OPERATING BUDGET

2026 Operating Budget
YTD Income vs. Budget — January 2026

We accept credit payments for a variety of

Over (Under) Budgeted ($ 16,115.00)

YTD Expenses vs Budget — January 2026
YTD Expenses Budgeted $ 61,227.25
YTD Expenses Incurred $ 53,690.63

Over (Under) Budgeted ($ 7,536.62) Please note: If you currently choose to have your monthly

YTD Income Received $ 44,44558 contribution automatically withdrawn from your checking account,
YTD Expenses Incurred $ 53.690.63 this method of contributing does not replace the ACH-Auto Debit

YTD Surplus (Deficit) ($ 9,245.05)

the dropdown arrow and choose the
specific fund you would like it directed to.

I. If you have any questions, please contact
the church office.

YTD Income Budg.eted $ 60,560.58 E E missions. Scan the QR code, indicate the
YTD Income Received $ 44,445.58 o VL amount you would like to donate then click
r

SOME STEWARDSHIP TIPS FROM OUR STEWARDSHIP CHAIRS

How much paper have we all accumulated over the years? Most of us hold onto these documents for
decades and have never looked at them again!! There are certain documents we need to keep and a lot of
“stuff” that can be shredded. This month we will discuss best practices for your financial record keeping.
If you don’t have a fireproof safe, consider using one for your important documents you need to keep.

This is the perfect time of year to organize your documents. Here are some examples of documents to keep
forever, keep for a limited time and shred immediately. ....

Documents to Keep Forever

Vital Records: Birth certificates, death certificates, marriage licenses, divorce decrees, & adoption papers.

Identification: Passports, Social Security cards, and citizenship papers.

Legal/Estate: Wills, living wills, and powers of attorney.

Property & Asset Records: House deeds, vehicle titles, safe-deposit box inventory and records of major
home improvements for as long as you own the asset.

e Military Records: Discharge papers.

Documents to Keep for a Limited Time

e Tax Records: Keep tax returns, W-2s, and supporting documentation for at least 3 to 7 years.

e Financial Statements: Retain bank statements for 1 year; keep monthly investment statements until the
year-end statement arrives.

e Bills: Keep utility bills for 1 month or until payment is verified, unless needed for tax deductions.

e Warranties: Keep while the product is owned or under warranty.

Documents to Shred Immediately

e Financial Info: ATM receipts, credit card offers, expired credit cards, and canceled checks.
e Personal Information: Junk mail, expired driver's licenses, and old insurance policies.

e Medical Records: Old prescription information.

e Employment: Pay stubs (once matched with W-2).

Everything we do should reflect our call to be good stewards, and managing documents so that we have what
we need and get rid of what we don't is a way to not only steward these details but also have them organized
for our loved ones if they ever need to care for us. And we must always keep in mind our call to be good
stewards in a broader sense as well, remembering as our stewardship theme reminds us that we are

"Blessed to be a Blessing"!
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PARTNERS IN MINISTRY ]

Backyard Angels is looking towards Spring! They are now accepting spring and
warmer weather clothing and accessories for all sizes.

Backyard Angels is located at St Marks Lutheran Church in Brookline. They provide
clothing at no charge to anyone in need. Our church is one of the biggest contributors
to this mission and the quality and quantity of what we send is deeply appreciated!

Last fall one young lady came to Backyard Angels looking for a Homecoming dress as
Backyard she could not afford to buy one. Miraculously there was a dress that fit and she was
able to go to the dance! So we are extending a wish for anyone with “special occasion”

Angels dresses and suits for prom, graduation, etc... to please donate these as well!

Many thanks to those who donate.

1 COMING UP SOON..... ]

PALM/PASSION SERVICES:

Saturday, March 28th at 5:30 p.m. and Sunday, March 29th at 8:15 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.
MAUNDY THURSDAY SERVICES:

April 2nd at noon and 7:00 p.m.
GOoOD FRIDAY SERVICES:
April 3rd at noon and 7:00 p.m.
GooD FRIDAY YOUTH PROGRAM: 9:30 a.m.
EASTER VIGIL:
Saturday, April 4th at 5:30 p.m.
ASTER MIORNING:
April 5th at 8:15 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.

Easter Breakfast buffet served from 9:15 a.m. - 10:30a.m. A variety of egg casseroles, pastries, fruit,
and beverages will be served. There will be some gluten free options available. Contributions to a free will
offering are greatly appreciated. (Please note: There is no Sunday School on Easter due to the breakfast.)

We hope that you can journey with us this year during our Holy Week worship as we remember
ALL CHRIST HAS DONE FOR US.

The Altar Guild will decorate the church with flowers for Easter Sunday and the Vigil. These flowers are donated
to honor or memorialize loved ones and will be listed in our Easter weekend bulletins. The suggested donation is
$20.00/plant and you may take your flower(s) home following the 10:45a.m. Easter Morning Worship Service.

Please return the tear-off to the office with a separate check. Q
IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII""‘@
EASTER FLOWERS

Your Name :

In honor of

In memory of

Amount Enclosed $ (please return by Sunday, March 29th)




